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Flyover comes closer
The	  Wellington	  City	  Council	  is	  working	  with	  NZTA	  on	  ways	  
to	  reduce	  the	  impact	  of	  the	  Basin	  Bridge	  on	  Mt	  Victoria	  
residents.	  It	  is	  expected	  that	  a	  formal	  applicaBon	  will	  be	  
made	  soon,	  seEng	  out	  the	  final	  design	  and	  miBgaBon	  
proposals.	  From	  that	  point,	  the	  only	  opportuniBes	  for	  input	  
by	  residents,	  groups,	  and	  the	  Council	  will	  be	  through	  
formal	  parBcipaBon	  at	  the	  Board	  of	  Enquiry.

In	  March	  the	  Council	  decided	  against	  saying	  it	  “did	  not	  
support”	  the	  flyover,	  as	  sought	  by	  local	  councillors	  Iona	  
PanneO	  and	  Stephanie	  Cook	  and	  opposed	  by	  Ian	  
McKinnon.	  The	  Council’s	  posiBon	  is	  similar	  to	  that	  of	  the	  
Basin	  Reserve	  Trust:	  They	  don’t	  support	  the	  bridge	  but	  say	  
that	  if	  it	  is	  built	  they	  would	  want	  NZTA	  to	  pay	  for	  a	  new	  
grandstand	  to	  screen	  the	  road	  from	  the	  sports	  ground.

Council	  staff	  will	  work	  with	  NZTA	  on	  visual	  and	  noise	  issues	  
at	  the	  boOom	  of	  Ellice	  St,	  landscaping	  and	  planBng	  on	  Kent	  
and	  Cambridge	  Terraces,	  cycle	  routes,	  bus	  lanes,	  and	  the	  
design	  of	  the	  bridge	  itself	  to	  make	  it	  “idenBfiably	  
Wellington.”	  

Meanwhile,	  the	  potenBal	  impacts	  on	  nearby	  houses	  of	  
noise	  from	  traffic	  on	  the	  elevated	  road,	  and	  the	  visual	  
effect	  of	  noise	  barriers	  that	  might	  be	  needed,	  are	  being	  
debated	  on	  websites	  such	  as	  www.wellington.scoop.co.nz	  

NZTA’s	  “Basin	  bridge”	  website	  discusses	  the	  reasons	  
alternaBves	  were	  rejected,	  the	  project’s	  design,	  and	  its	  
expected	  impacts.	  Changes	  will	  be	  made	  to	  the	  
intersecBons	  at	  the	  boOom	  of	  Pirie	  and	  Ellice	  Streets	  and	  
to	  the	  car	  park	  at	  St	  Joseph’s	  church,	  a	  new	  commercial	  
building	  would	  be	  built	  under	  the	  bridge	  at	  the	  corner	  of	  
Ellice	  St,	  and	  a	  new	  cycle	  and	  walking	  bridge	  will	  link	  
Paterson	  St	  to	  Buckle	  St.

NZTA	  says,	  “The	  bridge	  is	  a	  significant	  structural	  element	  of	  
the	  Basin	  Bridge	  project	  and	  the	  NZTA	  appreciates	  that	  the	  
wider	  environmental	  implicaBons	  of	  the	  bridge	  on	  its	  
surrounding	  area	  need	  to	  be	  taken	  into	  account.	  Work	  
done	  so	  far	  means	  we	  believe	  the	  project	  can	  make	  a	  
posiBve	  contribuBon	  to	  Wellington’s	  central	  city	  
environment.”

Chalkle°: modern classrooms 
for community learning 
Chalkle°	  began	  in	  July	  2012	  over	  a	  cup	  of	  coffee	  when	  Mt	  
Victoria	  resident	  Silvia	  Zuur	  and	  Linc	  Gasking	  observed	  that	  
many	  of	  their	  friends	  were	  keen	  to	  conBnue	  their	  learning	  
outside	  formal	  educaBon.	  In	  parBcular,	  they	  wanted	  to	  pick	  
up	  pracBcal,	  real-‐life,	  and	  creaBve	  skills.

The	  name	  “chalkie”	  is	  an	  invented	  verb,	  from	  the	  way	  chalk	  
is	  used	  on	  blackboards	  and	  street	  art	  to	  share	  ideas.	  
Chalkle°	  itself	  is	  a	  social	  enterprise	  from	  Enspiral	  
(www.enspiral.com/),	  a	  network	  that	  oden	  organises	  
acBviBes	  in	  this	  area.	  

Silvia	  reports	  that	  a	  vibrant	  learning	  community	  developed	  
overnight,	  with	  hundreds	  of	  classes	  ranging	  from	  
astrophysics	  to	  worm	  farming.	  It	  turns	  out	  everyone	  has	  at	  
least	  one	  thing	  they	  are	  really	  good	  at.	  “You	  don’t	  have	  to	  
be	  a	  qualified	  world-‐leading	  expert	  to	  inspire	  a	  beginner,”	  
says	  Silvia.

In	  October	  2012	  chalkle°	  won	  the	  naBonwide	  Dynamic	  
Community	  Learning	  Award,	  and	  its	  founders	  were	  
nominated	  as	  Wellingtonians	  of	  the	  Year	  for	  their	  service	  
and	  leadership	  in	  educaBon.

Classes	  are	  demand-‐driven	  and	  take	  place	  in	  real-‐life	  
locaBons	  city-‐wide.	  Each	  one	  can	  be	  independently	  
aOended	  with	  no	  long-‐term	  commitment.	  Silvia	  says,	  
“Many	  of	  our	  classes	  occur	  around	  the	  Mt	  Victoria	  area.	  
We	  would	  love	  for	  Mt	  Vic	  residents	  to	  become	  chalklers	  -‐	  
both	  learners	  and	  teachers.”

Chalkle°	  enables	  you	  to	  create	  your	  own	  unique	  lifelong	  
learning	  stream,	  share	  your	  passions,	  and	  learn	  from	  your	  
community.	  For	  more	  informaBon,	  see	  www.chalkle.com.

This Newsletter is 
sponsored by
JUST PATERSON

9-11 Tory Street
Wellington
Phone 04 385 7755
Fax 04 385 6644
View our homes at:
www.justpaterson.co.nz

http://www.wellington.scoop.co.nz
http://www.wellington.scoop.co.nz
http://www.enspiral.com/
http://www.enspiral.com/
http://www.chalkle.com/
http://www.chalkle.com/
http://www.justpaterson.co.nz
http://www.justpaterson.co.nz


2
New Crossways (6 Roxburgh St) Calendar:  April
We get these details from www.crossways.org.nz.  Please check them with the contacts listed or the New Crossways manager.

Weekly Classes:  Contact
Queer Tango  Mon 7pm messenger@queertangowellington.com  
Oasis Drop-in  Wed 1.30-4pm Josie 233 9697 
Core Connexion Dance  Wed 7.00pm Ingrid Kolle388 7939, 021 265 9027
Contact Improv   Thur 5.30pm Babette Berroth babetteberroth@web.de
Latin Dance Lady Style Thur 7.30pm  Rocío Pizarro Vargas  021 237 5214
Oasis Cafe  Fri 8pm Josie 233 9697
Argentine Tango  Sun 7.30pm Nina Van Duynhoven ninavanduynhoven@hotmail.com

Meetings:
Feldenkrais Tues 2nd, Mon 8th April 6pm  Sue 0274667123; Sarah 021996709 
Transition Towns 7.30pm Tues 9 April frank.c.@clear.net.nz
Toastmasters      7.30pm Tues 23 April  Nick White

Meetings: Regular & Exceptional
Graffiti Removal Day: Sun, 14 Apr. The Rotary Club 
needs volunteers to help for an hour or so from 9am in 
the Courtenay Place area. If you can help please email 
nic@ambienceplants.co.nz or ph 384 6076. 

Transition Towns: 
Tues, 9 April, 7:30pm, New Crossways.  
We will view the DVD Seeds of Freedom. Narrated by 
Jeremy Irons this film is a Gaia Foundation production 
which charts the story of seed from its roots at the heart 
of traditional diversity-rich farming systems across the 
world to its transformation into a powerful commodity, 
used to monopolise the global food system.

Contact Frank Cook on 027 649 6508 for more info.
Innermost Gardens
Innermost has new projects starting at the Community 
Garden (on the greenbelt to the right off Majoribanks St). 
We'd like for you to come join the planning fun. 

The next Garden Day (Food Forest) will be on Sunday, 
7 April, 2-7pm. This is a change from the scheduled time. 

• 2pm. Cutting back the hedgerow on the southern field.

• 4:30pm. Snack

• 5pm. Movie: Establishing a Food Forest by Geoff Lawton

• 6:30pm. Potluck shared meal - yum!
* Contact Tim if you're interested in learning more 
about the project: tim@piginthemud.com.

Upcoming Garden Days:

• Sunday, 7 April 2-7pm.  Food Forest

• Sunday, 21 April 11 - 2pm. Raised Beds

• Sunday, 5 May 11 - 2pm. Mulching the orchard

We also now have someone at the gardens every 
Wednesday, 10-4pm. All welcome.

More info at www.innermostgardens.org.nz or Facebook 
(Innermost Gardens) or innermostgardens@gmail.com. 

Making housing affordable: a public discussion
Mon, 8 April, 5.30pm: refreshments; 6pm: speakers & 
discussion. Thistle Hall, 293 Cuba St.

Hosted by the Centre for Sustainable Cities (Otago 
University of Wellington) and featuring Charles 
Waldegrave (Family Centre) and Joel Pringle (Australians 
for Affordable Housing), this meeting will address how 
rising house prices and rents affect people and what we 
can do about it.

Contact: elinor.chisholm@gmail.com or 027 361 5223.

Unclassified Advertisements:

•Washing machine: F&P 5.5kg. good condition.  $150. 
Ph 385 1415

•Babysitting: Two friendly and reliable high school 
students available for babysitting. Referees 
available. Contact Hope and Ellen on 385 9383.

•Music Lessons: Piano & keyboard, all levels & ages. 
Contact 027 346 1337, rachel@musicalkids.co.nz, 
or www.musicalkids.co.nz for more info.

•Work Wanted: Mature woman available Mon-Sun. 
Flexible about hours. Can clean, Nanny, and garden. 
Call 021 0234 1313.

Free 3-line ads to newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz by 
18th of month. Mt Victoria connection, please.

_____________________________________________________

Pikopiko Kindergarten News
The earthquake strengthening of the classrooms in the 
top playground of Clyde Quay School is on schedule. 
Pikopiko Clyde Quay Kindergarten has been grateful 
to St Marks School for allowing us to use their space 
during the rebuild. 

The teachers and children have been choosing new 
paint colours for the interior and planning changes to 
the layout of the renovated kindergarten. Most of all 
they are missing the playground’s sandpit, climbing 
bars, and room for bikes. We will be returning to Clyde 
Quay School during the next term break, and re-
opening on 6 May.

All our families have supported us during our 
relocation, with 15 new families starting this year. We 
had lots of 5-year-old birthdays in the past few 
months, but not so many spaces will be coming  
available for the rest of the year. Admission is on 
order of age, not enrollment, so new families are 
always welcome to visit and put their names on the 
waiting list.

We can still be contacted on 04 3850441, or via email: 
clydequay@wn-kindergarten.org.nz. Enrollments can 
be done online through the WRFKA website 
(Wellington Kindergarten Association). Just specify that 
you are enrolling at Pikopiko.

Wendy Fraser
Head Teacher
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Councillor Ian McKinnon
Wellington: what a great city we live in – not perfect (name one that is!) but with many positives. On a recent Sunday 
Jenny and I were on the Waterfront: Dragon Boat racing with its colourful excitement and the Asian Food Festival 
with its tempting aromas, and hundreds simply enjoying themselves.

This isn’t always so at Council! In March we debated the Council’s budgets for 2013-14. The aim was 2.5% rates rise 
but settled on 2.8% - now consultation, so please do respond. The Council did accept my request of an Intern 
programme whereby young people from refugee, recent migrant, and disability communities can gain work 
experience.

Also debated at length, the issue of Amalgamation! While we would all like Wellington City to continue as it is, I 
don’t believe that’s possible if it’s to maintain its social and economic vibrancy. There must be coordination across 
the region to avoid unnecessary duplication, while Wellington CBD must remain the crucial ‘driver’ of the region - 
consultation also on this important strategic issue.

Debate on the roading proposals for the Basin Reserve will continue. The Council took a neutral position at its 
recent meeting (with still no vote after 3 hours, I had to leave to host the Governor-General at Victoria University’s 
Student Centre opening). However, and after yet further analysis, the alternatives to NZTA’s proposal were seen as 
not giving sufficient solution to the urgent need for more effective traffic flows, including for public transport, 
cyclists, and pedestrians.

Finally, the Mt Victoria-produced Capital Times, the ‘voice’ of Wellington’s cultural strength: Its closure is a real 
loss. Many thanks go to Ali and John Bristed and their team, including the splendid Gaye Matheson, for a wonderful 
contribution to our city. 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me at any time. Email: ian.mckinnon@wcc.govt.nz  Ian Mckinnon

Innermost Gardens’ mushroom 
mediation proves effective
If you’ve been up to the Innermost Gardens above Lawson 
Place, you’ve probably noticed a sign saying that the garden 
area to the right of the old Bandoliers building is being 
remediated. The soil was contaminated by DDT applied when 
the ground was used for a bowling green, before DDT was 
banned in New Zealand. The remediation work was part of the 
agreement between the Council and Innermost Gardens.

When other remediation methods were found to be too 
expensive, Lou Gallagher tested the soil as well as various 
mushrooms that might do the trick. She found that the non-
native oyster mushroom worked best to break down the DDT 
and clear the soil. 

In 2009, Grant Lyon, who was working at another Innermost 
Garden site, was asked to work on the project. Self-taught, 
especially about soil science, Grant has experience growing 
high-quality vegetables using organic, high brix, and other 
methods.

Grant says dealing with the “microbe fight club in the soil” 
was involved in getting the non-native oyster mushroom 
established in the field. Its main competitor was the less 
effective native oyster mushroom.

Testing in 2010 showed some success, and in 2012 tests 
showed that the presence of DDT and other pesticides was 
well below legal minimum standards.

Now Innermost Gardens planners can start growing human-
quality food in this area, including mushrooms. Their main 
headache may just be the rabbit that’s been safely eating 
from the field for a while.

From the MVRA
The Flyover: Greg Lee, Principal Transport Planner NZTA 
advises he did not state a height of 16.4 metres in response 
to our query of the maximum flyover height. He advises (but 
we have been unable to verify) that the flyover will be up to 
16.7 metres wide and the maximum height to road surface 
9.4 metres and 10.5 metres to top of guard rail. So now it is 
not six metres high and twelve metres wide as stated on 
NZTA website.
We have requested Greg Lee to provide links to up to date 
information to enable us to report accurately to local 
residents. This is still awaited. 
Given the difficulty in obtaining reliable information we hoped 
that the Council would have had the courage to stand firm in 
their vote on 21 March about this issue.
Town Belt: The list of pesticides, herbicides, and fungicides 
used on the Victoria Bowling Green is disturbing as this area 
is public, being part of Town Belt land. The Club is disputing 
lease conditions that require it to remove its TAB gambling 
facility.
There is to be a further mountain biking track built on Mt 
Victoria. We have requested that this avoids intersecting with 
Rosamunds track, the busiest walking track.
WCC: Contracting out of the rubbish collecting service is a fait 
a compli. The MVRA has been in contact with Zac Gordon, 
Manager Citoperations, to find out how much of the service 
we take for granted is to be retained. It appears that the 
annual inorganic collection may be axed as this decreases 
Council’s profit at the landfill.
Elaine Hampton
President, Mt Victoria Residents Assoc. Ph 802 4492

Deadline for next newsletter: 18th of month.  Email: newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz.

Published monthly except January, the Mt Victoria Newsletter has been an independent publication for over 35 
years. Supported by its sponsors, advertisers, and volunteers, it is not affiliated with the Mt Victoria Residents 
Association, New Crossways, or www.mtvictoria.org.nz. As an open cooperative, the Newsletter welcomes 
volunteers at any time, including backup helpers to deliver the Newsletter, writers, and editorial contributors. We 
publish information specifically for residents of Mt Victoria, especially community announcements, notices, and 
unclassified ads. 
On our website is at www.mtvicnews.org.nz you can find our current and back issues. You can also find links to 
other, related websites and more information about the Newsletter. organisational
We often have more photos than we can use in an issue, so we hope soon to add a page for these and other 
photos. Feel free to send yours in!     Harriet Margolis & Patrick McCombs, editors  
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injection 
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- Varicose Vein treatment by laser or 
injection 
- Laser hair reduction 
- Cosmetic treatments 
- Liposculpture 
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Join the Newsletter Team:
	  	  The	  Mt	  Victoria	  NewsleOer	  is	  always	  looking	  for	  local	  stories,	  
writers,	  editors	  and	  delivery	  help.	  	  The	  rounds	  cover	  one	  or	  two	  
blocks	  -‐	  we	  need	  people	  who	  can	  help	  out	  when	  regulars	  are	  

away.	  	  If	  you	  can	  help	  please	  email	  newsleOer@mtvictoria.org.nz	  
or	  ring	  385	  1415.
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- Varicose Vein treatment by laser or 
injection 
- Laser hair reduction 
- Cosmetic treatments 
- Liposculpture 

38 Roxburgh St, Mt Victoria.  Ph 939 1353 
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