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For real! The Creche is back!

Crossways Community Creche organizers report their excitement as the date approaches for the Creche’s return to 
the Mt Victoria community after five years in Newtown. From spring of this year, the 
Creche will be operating from 61 Majoribanks Street. 

Work is underway at the cottage on the eastern corner of Majoribanks and Hawker 
Streets to convert the indoors and outdoors spaces into an early learning centre. 

An enormous amount of hard work has gone into securing the move, with many 
creche families giving up their time to find a suitable space and devise a sustainable 
financial model for the creche's continued growth. However, it would also not have 
been possible without the support of the wider community, including families whose 
children are no longer at the creche, as well as various other individuals and 
businesses whose generosity have helped make the project successful. (Newsletter 
readers may remember that when we last reported on the Creche, it was facing a 
tough deadline for finding the last bit of money needed to complete the purchase of its new premises.)

Creche organizers say they are proud to be able to carry on with what sets Crossways Creche apart: Run by parents 
and not for profit, it offers a low teacher-to-children ratio (three teachers and a maximum of eighteen children). This 
makes the Creche a warm, nurturing family-like environment where both children and their parents or caregivers 
can feel at home. 

Over the past thirty years the Creche has been involved with over 3,000 families. Ambitious planning for the new 
premises will extend the Creche’s reach into the community. Being reinstated in Mt Victoria will also mean 
Crossways Creche can resume its important link to kindergartens and primary schools in the area.

Places are available now in Newtown and from September 2013 in Mt Victoria for children from ages 1-5 years old. If 
you are interested, please email enrolments@crosswayscreche.org.nz or phone (04 834 8201) to arrange a visit. 
More information about the Creche’s teaching philosophy and ERO reports are available on their website: 
www.crosswayscreche.org.nz. 

And along with the Creche itself, the Crossways Community Creche Carnival is back! After a very successful event in 
2012, there will be a 2013 Carnival at the Creche’s Newtown premises (132 Coromandel Street), to take place on 4 
August from 10am–1pm. Bring your under-fives and their families for a fun filled morning of bouncy castle, games, 
dancing, sticky plasters, storytelling, spiders, and more. 

From our Mt Cook neighbors
The 20 June issue of the Mt Cook Mobilised newsletter reports the following:

•“Graffiti removal kits are no longer available from the Council.”

•“The Alliance (NZTA et al involved in the Buckle Street trenching) is putting together a booklet Right Beside our 
School as part of the project. A photo of the whole school was taken, and each child at the school will receive a copy 
of the booklet, which will tell the history of the area, the project and the school’s involvement. NZTA are setting up 
an information centre to display archaeological finds and other information about the trenching project. Mt Cook 
School pupils are interviewing workers and have named two of the cranes – Cranosaurus, and Mt Cranea.”

•“There are 12,000 roadside drains in the city; parking too close to the kerb can inhibit water flow. WCC has 
compiled some pointers about keeping our drains and stormwater system in better working order:
http://wellington.govt.nz/your-council/news/2013/05/help-keep-our-drains-clear.”

   Our bad weather in June will have tested Mt Victoria’s drains. Remember to clear leaves and fallen blossoms from 
the drains in front of your property. And bikes parked in the kerb can also inhibit water flow by causing blockages 
behind which water accumulates. Maybe a discussion of how to share responsibilities for clear drains is one of those 
community issues to talk about with your neighbors, whether you are long-time Mt Victoria residents or a street full 
of newcomers, as we continue our efforts to build strong community here.

This Newsletter is 
sponsored by
JUST PATERSON

9-11 Tory Street
Wellington
Phone 04 385 7755
Fax 04 385 6644
View our homes at:
www.justpaterson.co.nz
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New Crossways (6 Roxburgh St) Calendar:  July
We get these details from www.crossways.org.nz.  Please check them with the contacts listed or the New Crossways manager.

Weekly Classes:  Contact
Feldenkrais  Mon, 1 July, 6pm  Sue 0274667123; Sarah 021996709 
Queer Tango  Mon 7pm messenger@queertangowellington.com 
Yoga Class  Tues 6pm
Oasis Drop-in  Wed 1.30-4pm Josie 233 9697 
Core Connexion Dance  Wed 7.00pm Ingrid Kolle388 7939, 021 265 9027
Contact Improv   Thur 5.30pm Babette Berroth babetteberroth@web.de
Latin Dance Lady Style Thur 7.30pm  Rocío Pizarro Vargas  021 237 5214
Oasis Community Cafe Fri 8pm Josie 233 9697
Argentine Tango  Sun 7.30pm Nina Van Duynhoven ninavanduynhoven@hotmail.com

Meetings & Events:
Spanish & Lat Amer Club  Tues, 2 July, 7pm celw@xtra.co.nz
Buddhist Group  Fri, 5 July, 5-8pm
Wgtn Classical Guitar Soc  Sun, 7 July, 4pm
Transition Towns Tues, 9 July, 7.30pm frank.c.@clear.net.nz
Toastmasters      Tues, 16 & 30 July, 7.30pm Nick White
Friends Royal NZ Ballet  Sat & Sun, 20 July, 8am-2pm, 21 July, 8-10am
Book Group   Sat, 20 July, 7pm Selene Simcox
Mt Victoria Historical Soc  Sun, 21 July, 2-5pm
Roxburgh Body Corp Tues, 23 July, 7.30pm

Community Events 
Transition Towns: Tues, 9 July, 7:30pm, New 
Crossways, 6 Roxburgh St. All welcome.
Matthew King of Green Earth Development will talk 
about composting toilets, including the experience 
from Christchurch and how to set one up. Matthew has 
been working with Wellington Regional Civil 
Defence trialing the toilets in the region.

Innermost Gardens: Top of Lawson Place; all 
welcome.

July gardening days: 11am-2pm, Sun, 7 and 21 July 

Come up, meet people from the local community, and 
spend some time in the garden. Even in winter things 
are growing and blooming!

Mt Victoria Historical Society
Sun, 21 July, 2.30pm, New Crossways, 6 Roxburgh St.
($5.00 for non-members)
Bee Dawson, well-known author of A History of 
Gardening in New Zealand, will give an illustrated talk. 

Tai Chi location changed
Problems with access mean that the Tai Chi classes 
announced in the last Newsletter as taking place at 
New Crossways will in fact take place at the Quaker 
Meeting House, 7 Moncrieff St, starting Friday, 19 July.

Classes will run from 9.30 to 10.30am and are $5 
each. Concession cards are available.

Because Tai Chi’s benefits aren’t always felt 
straightaway, new Mt Victoria class members can have 
a free fifth class! Just bring the coupon below along to 
your first class.

For more information, contact Kristine Ford, 04 439 
4967 or kristine.ford@psc.org.nz. 

Unclassified Advertisements:
•Theory, Harmony, Ear-training, Keyboard/Piano: 

Individual or small group lessons. Evenings or Sat 
afternoons. All ages. 0211444801/jayzor@xtra.co.nz.

•Massage: Back/Neck/Shoulder massage from sport-
masseuse (dipl.sport.med). Best afternoons or early 
evenings. Call Renae: 021-026 147 26.

•Tutor/cleaner/etc: 21-yr-old uni hons student 
looking for p-t/casual work. Available weekends & 
weekdays: 0274763555/melaniebassuk@gmail.com.

•For sale: Dining suite: 6 chairs, 2 x carvers, side-
board; $2000. Lounge suite: 2x2seaters & 2 single 
chairs; $2000. Offers considered. 0211330356.

•Babysitting: Two friendly and reliable high school 
students available for babysitting. Referees available. 
Contact Hope and Ellen on 385 9383.

•Music Lessons: Piano & keyboard, all levels & ages. 
Contact 027 346 1337, rachel@musicalkids.co.nz, or 
www.musicalkids.co.nz for more info.

•Maths Tuition: Capable teacher available to tutor 
maths up to year 12. Call 0274528558 or email 
sylviaagh@gmail.com.

•Piano Lessons: Got a keyboard or piano at home? 
Beginner’s lessons available for all from Joely. Call/
text 022 159 9166; email joely.huang@gmail.com.

•Garage Wanted: From Aug. Near Hawker St dairy. To 
access once a month. Will trade labour or pay low 
rent. Call 472-2622 (24-hour voicemail).

•House Needed: From mid-Aug to Jan (approx.) for a 
family of 6 during house renovations. Call Kath 
021921204 or email kathyjones@paradise.net.nz.

•Garage Sale: Kitchen essentials, laundry needs, other 
household knick-knacks. 1/6 Moncrieff St, Sat, 
7am-1pm, 13 July. 

•French tuition sought from qualified French national. 
Intermediate level, one hour per week. Phone Craig, 
384 2127.

Free 3-line ads to newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz by 
18th of month. Mt Victoria connection, please.
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Councillor Ian McKinnon
It is Sunday and the vicious southerly storm of 19–22 June is abating as I write. It wreaked havoc in parts of the city, 
particularly the south coast, and electricity was cut off to a number of households. When the temperature 
plummets, when fallen trees block access, and when infrastructure is seriously damaged, it is a time to ask 
ourselves how well prepared we are in our home. Whatever the major disruption, there is every possibility we will be 
isolated for a period – are we prepared?

The City Council has distributed thousands of booklets which list emergency requirements, as does the Wellington 
Regional Emergency Management Office (WREMO) website. Preparation is important, so let this storm remind us: 
water, First Aid kit (with necessary medicines), torch and radio (batteries), food, loo paper and plastic bags, face 
masks, to name some, and if you live upstairs, to enable free hands, have such items stored in a backpack. 

Responsibility for resilience doesn’t just apply to individuals, though, for a city must also respond. Heritage gives a 
sense of place but if a building is earthquake prone (ie below 33% New Building Code) and the owner won’t or can’t 
strengthen it, if parts could threaten life, consideration must be given by city regulators to its demolition. Further, 
there must be reliable access in and out of the city, enabling the movement of both people and goods, and this 
obviously means not just one but various access routes.

The storm was vicious but serves as a reminder and, too, of another important aspect, also promoted by the city: 
Know your neighbours – you will need each other.

Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any concerns: ian.mckinnon@wcc.govt.nz.     Cr Ian McKinnon

A “showroom,” not “a shop”; successful, either way
Many Mt Victoria residents will be familiar with interior designer Libby Beattie, whose business is located at 24 
Elizabeth St, since she has many clients here, both residential and commercial. Others of us may have enjoyed her 
work at local restaurants such as Ortega’s Fish Shack or the late lamented Ambeli and the Roxburgh before that.
Standing in the full yet not quite cluttered showroom, her assistant, Chloe Mehrtens, notes that Beattie is “known 
for her cushions” but also for her emphasis on “bespoke” furniture and furnishings. In fact, she says, “Bespoke is 
Libby’s thing,” whether it’s for living rooms or kitchens, bedrooms or bathrooms.
The Elizabeth St showroom’s samples include glassware, accessories, furniture, curtain rods, fabric swatches, and 
so forth, but if more examples are needed, she will send or even accompany clients to the showrooms on Marion St, 
where furniture makers from Auckland and Christchurch have samples. After all, “People have to sit on furniture 
before they buy it.”
Working with small as well as large budgets, Beattie says she focuses on individuals and their needs. If a client’s 
needs can’t be meant in Wellington, she’ll work with New Zealand importers who look internationally, with prices 
varying accordingly. At the moment there are a pair of “French Egyptian” chairs on display, probably made in India, 
as well as various examples of Stainsborough wool products and etched glasses in blue.
One unique aspect of her showroom is the artwork on the walls. It comes from the Hamish McKay Gallery and 
changes every few months.
According to her website (www.libbybeattie.com), Beattie studied interior design “in London at the Inchbald School 
of Design in the 1980s.” Her taste shows the influence of her experience working in France for several years. 
Since returning to Aotearoa New Zealand, Beattie “has taught interior design, been the resident designer on TVNZ’s 
Good Morning show and worked as a set stylist for television dramas and advertising photo shoots.”
A resident now of Island Bay, Beattie flatted in Mt Victoria as a student, and she remains a staunch supporter of 
Clyde Quay School and other Mt Victoria institutions.
Quilters will be interested to know that fabric scraps are regularly available for $5 each. During an annual sale, held 
every year during the first two weeks of July, everything in the shop is discounted, sometimes as much as 50%.
Unfortunately, the artwork from the Hamish McKay Gallery is not included.

Want to know more about the heritage of our unique suburb?
Mt Victoria Historical Society offers a huge range of events, guided walks, and a quarterly newsletter packed full of 
interest. For more information or to join, contact jonewman@xtra.co.nz or visit the website at http://
mvhs.wellington.net.nz/.

Like us?  “Like” us!
By the time you receive this issue, the Newsletter should have its Facebook page up and running. Have a look, give 
us feedback, and maybe even opt for a thumbs up.

Deadline for next newsletter: 18th of month.  Email: newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz.
Published monthly except January, the Mt Victoria Newsletter has been an independent publication for over 35 
years. Supported by its sponsors, advertisers, and volunteers, it is not affiliated with the Mt Victoria Residents 
Association, New Crossways, or www.mtvictoria.org.nz. 
If you’d like to volunteer to help with writing, editing, and/or distributing the Newsletter, or with the website and 
Facebook page,  please contact us.
Our website is at www.mtvicnews.org.nz; you can find current and back issues there. You can also find links to  
related websites and more information about the Newsletter.     Harriet Margolis & Patrick McCombs, editors  
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