
August 2013
NZTA finalises tunnel proposal

NZTA has published its design for the entrance to a second Mt Victoria tunnel. Although the agency has identified 5 
houses in Paterson St for demolition or removal, several important houses previously under threat will remain. 
Ettrick Cottage, shifted in the 1980s from the other end of Austin St, is one of those that would have to be moved, 
possibly within the block.  Visit www.nzta.govt.nz/projects/mt-vic-duplication/ for more information, or come 
to the MVRA AGM at New Crossways on 5 September.
The entrance will be close to the existing tunnel, starting in the middle of the block below Austin St where a pilot 
tunnel was put through years ago. The access road will curve around St Joseph’s Church, requiring Paterson St to be 
dug down to the same level as the existing tunnel road and removing the street frontages of the houses that 
remain. Instead, NZTA will provide the properties with new driveways from a right of way in the middle of the block, 
opening onto Brougham St opposite the church. NZTA plans to remove 8 Housing Corp flats to provide the access.
The pedestrian and cycle route from the tunnel will use the same right of way, separated from the road traffic. Users 
will exit onto Brougham St and will need to turn left around the church to join the bridge that will take them across 
to Tory St, the Memorial Park, and Taranaki St. 
While it could not be said of the flyover, once work is compete a duplicated tunnel seems likely to make little 
difference to the south end of the Mt Victoria neighbourhood - Paterson St will be gone, Brougham St will finish at a 
dead end by the church, and Austin St will serve only Wellington East Girls College.
The construction work, however, is sure to be very disruptive. Following on from the Memorial Park underpass 
project and the proposed flyover, a tunnel will involve 24/7 noise and vibration. NZTA is talking to some people 
about moving out of their houses above the tunnel while the work is done. Because the flyover will close the bottom 
of Ellice St, apart from access to the tunnel, trucks taking away spoil may have to use the Elizabeth St traffic lights.

Help the Newsletter, please!
We are looking for someone to help distribute the Newsletter. Each month three “wholesalers” spend about an hour counting 
700 copies each into lots of 50-100, and dropping them off to a dozen volunteers for delivery. Our vacancy covers deliveries in 
the northern end of Mt Victoria. If you would like to join the team, please email newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz or phone 385 1415.

This Newsletter is 
sponsored by
JUST PATERSON

9-11 Tory Street
Wellington
Phone 04 385 7755
Fax 04 385 6644
View our homes at:
www.justpaterson.co.nz
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New Crossways (6 Roxburgh St) Calendar:  August
We get these details from www.crossways.org.nz.  Please check them with the contacts listed or the New Crossways manager.

Weekly Classes:  Contact
Feldenkrais  Mon & Tues 6pm  Sue 0274667123; Sarah 021996709 
Queer Tango  Mon 7pm messenger@queertangowellington.com 
Oasis Drop-in  Wed 1.30-4pm Josie 233 9697 
Core Connexion Dance  Wed 7.00pm Ingrid Kolle388 7939, 021 265 9027
Chinese Dancing  Thur 10am
Contact Improv   Thur 5.30pm Babette Berroth babetteberroth@web.de
Tai Chi  Fri 10am  
Oasis Community Cafe Fri 8pm Josie 233 9697
Argentine Tango  Sun 7.30pm Nina Van Duynhoven ninavanduynhoven@hotmail.com

Meetings & Events:
Chalkle EQ Preparedness Sat, 3 Aug, 1-3pm
Spanish & Lat Amer Club  Tues, 6 Aug, 7pm celw@xtra.co.nz
Armenian Assoc  Sat, 10 Aug, 1pm
Wgtn Classical Guitar Soc  Sun, 11 Aug, 4pm
Transition Towns Tues, 13 Aug, 7.30pm frank.c.@clear.net.nz
Community Garage Sale Sat, 17 Aug, 10am-3pm
Book Group   Sat, 17 Aug, 5pm
Toastmasters      Tues, 20 & 27 Aug, 7.30pm Nick White

Community Events 
Transition Towns: Tues, 13 Aug, 7:30pm, New 
Crossways, 6 Roxburgh St. All welcome.
Having watched the South Island half of Emma Heke’s film 
Our Green Roadie in June, we will view the North Island 
half at our August meeting. Emma and Connor Heke 
travelled NZ for 6 months in a tiny van, on a shoe-string 
budget to make this film. The full documentary is a 
compilation of stories and snapshots shared by 50 NZers 
with eco-conscious and economically viable businesses 
and lifestyles.

For further info contact Frank Cook on 027 649 6508.

The group also offers to help with your bokashi bucket if 
you do not have space for the contents and to act as 
facilitator linking up people in the area who have gardens 
they struggle to keep going with people who would like to 
garden. Contact Pat Hubbard 384 2646 for further 
information.

Save the Basin: Sat, 3 Aug, starting 4pm, St Josephs 
Church, Ellice St.
Save the Basin expects Amy Adams to refer the NZTA 
consents for the Basin flyover to a Board of Enquiry any 
day, despite WCC asking for the case to be heard by the 
Environment Court. More info: www.savethebasin.org.nz.

Mt Victoria Historical Society
Mt Victoria Historical Society offers a huge range of 
events, guided walks, and a quarterly newsletter packed 
full of interest. For more information or to join, contact 
jonewman@xtra.co.nz or visit the website at
 www.mvhs.wellington.net.nz/.

Community Garage Sale 
Here’s a chance for Mt Victoria residents to get rid of 
unwanted stuff free at a Community Garage Sale at the 
New Crossways Community Centre on Sat, 17 Aug. The 
sale will run from 10am to 3pm.
There will be no charges for display tables and no 
commissions, but manager Bill Southworth has two 
requests: get in early, because space is limited, and bring 
only reasonably priced, sellable items - i.e. no junk.
People are asked to set up their tables (provided by the 
centre) from 9.30am on. For bookings phone 385 6090 or 
email crossways@crossways.org.nz.

Unclassified Advertisements:
•Thinking of selling your house? Considering a 

private sale? Mt Victoria resident wants to buy. 
Please contact Bronwen on 027 686-4260.

•Ikebana Classes:!Japanese flower arranging; qualified 
Sogetsu School teacher. $120 for 8 weeks; starts 7 Aug. 10 
Armour Ave. 970 9573/helen@ikebanawellington.org.nz.

•Garage wanted to rent: Ph Grant 021 997 004

•Family & Pet Portrait Photography: Have your 
favourites lovingly photographed at a local location of your 
choice. Call Clive 0211605317. clive@artfuldodge.co.nz.

•Theory, Harmony, Ear-training, Keyboard/Piano: 
Individual or small group lessons. Evenings or Sat 
afternoons. All ages. 0211444801/jayzor@xtra.co.nz.

•Massage: Back/Neck/Shoulder massage from sport-
masseuse (dipl.sport.med). Best afternoons or early 
evenings. Call Renae 021-026 147 26.

•Tutor/cleaner/etc:!21-yr-old uni hons student 
looking for p-t/casual work. Available weekends & 
weekdays: 0274763555/melaniebassuk@gmail.com.

•Babysitting: Two friendly and reliable high school 
students available for babysitting. Referees 
available. Contact Hope and Ellen on 385 9383.

•Music Lessons: Piano & keyboard, all levels & ages. 
Contact 027 346 1337, rachel@musicalkids.co.nz, 
or www.musicalkids.co.nz for more info.

•Maths Tuition: Capable teacher available to tutor 
maths up to year 12. Call 0274528558 or email 
sylviaagh@gmail.com.

•Piano Lessons: Got a keyboard or piano at home? 
Beginner’s lessons available for all from Joely. Call/
text 022 159 9166; email joely.huang@gmail.com.

Free 3-line ads to newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz by 
18th of month. Mt Victoria connection, please.
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Councillor Iona Pannett
At the time of writing Wellington has come through well after a significant earthquake. But it is a timely reminder to 
be prepared. It is not expensive or time-consuming to make a plan and to get your emergency supplies together. 
For more advice go to www.getthru.govt.nz. 
A more complex issue is how we will strengthen the hundreds of earthquake-prone buildings around the city, a few 
which are in Mt Victoria. We have made very good progress in recent decades and especially the last two, but much 
more remains to be done. 
The key issue is how we will pay. My view is that a partnership approach between building owners, the Council and 
Government is the best way forward. It is a critical public safety issue and government needs to be involved. Grants, 
targeted rates, loans and tax breaks are all possible solutions. 
Also at the time of writing, Mt Victoria is waiting to hear whether the flyover will be decided by the Environment 
Court or a Board of Inquiry. I have strong concerns around a Board of Inquiry being the decision maker.  Since they 
were established in 2009, a Board has never said no to a project, and those with the largest chequebooks appear to 
be getting the best hearing. 
Congratulations to the crèche who will soon be moving back to Mt Victoria. Parents and their supporters have done 
a wonderful job of keeping the crèche in our suburb and I look forward to the opening in Spring.
     Iona (384-3382/021-227-8509 or iona.pannett@wcc.govt.nz)  

From the MVRA
We hope you are coming through the winter 
unscathed.
NZTA has lodged it's plans for the Flyover so 
consultation will begin, again. The plan for the second 
tunnel is in process. Whatever view one holds of the 
projects the process will undeniably have an adverse 
effect on Mt Victoria with the loss of homes and 
heritage properties. It is therefore important that 
residents make the effort to study and comment on 
the NZTA proposals as there may be little impetus 
within the city council to support the local community.
We are still endeavouring to initiate a heritage audit for 
Mt Victoria but have learned that this can only proceed 
as a DIY effort as Council support is not available in a 
foreseeable timeframe. Council have suggested that 
individual properties can be placed under Covenant 
but this is a logistical nightmare and incurs significant 
legal costs unaffordable by many fixed income 
residents.

We have requested WCC to replace the Banksia tree cut 
down in Brougham St with another of the same species 
as they encourage Tui by providing good winter food. 
Up to now Council remains committed to a Magnolia 
supporting both visual amenity and bird life cannot be 
planted.
MVRA   AGM is set for Thursday 5 September at 
Crossways 7.30 pm. Please come and support our 
efforts on your behalf.
Speaker will be Sabrina Young from the NZTA 
speaking on the planned Mt Victoria Tunnel 
Duplication.
Elaine Hampton President 04 802 4492

Save the Date!
23 November

Mt Victoria talent stages Party
Directed by long-time Mt Victoria resident Annabel Hensley and featuring newish Mt Victoria resident Clayton 
Foster, Abigail’s Party will be happening at the Gryphon Theatre on Ghuznee St throughout early August (7-17). 
Mike Leigh’s play is a Wellington Repertory Theatre production, its latest in a long line of plays produced since its 
founding in 1926 (making it the country’s oldest rep theatre).
For the cast and crew, getting ready has had its own dramas. Rehearsals at the Drama Christie building had to be 
canceled because of June’s storm and July’s earthquakes.
Leigh’s satire on British lower middle-class social pretensions of the 1970s has been called “a period piece.” This 
shocks Hensley a bit, since she’s not used to thinking of an era she (and many of the rest of us) lived through as 
meriting that phrase. Be that as it may, Hensley is passionate about getting period pieces “right so that the audience 
gets “a little bit of magic, something special.” Foster, who plays one of the guests at the party, says the play 
reminds him of the popular TV show The Office.
For those who might be concerned, Gryphon Theatre has been earthquake-strengthened as recently as last January. 
Parking is available on Egmont St. 
Abigail’s Party starts at 8pm each night except Monday, with a Sunday matinee at 4pm. To book tickets, email 
bookings@wellingtonrepertory.org.nz, or call 479 3393. Ticket prices are $25 waged, $20 unwaged, and $18 for 

pre-paid groups of 10 or more.

Deadline for next newsletter: 18th of month.  Email: newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz.
Published monthly except January, the Mt Victoria Newsletter has been an independent publication for over 35 
years. Supported by its sponsors, advertisers, and volunteers, it is not affiliated with the Mt Victoria Residents 
Association, New Crossways, or www.mtvictoria.org.nz. 
If you’d like to volunteer to help with writing, editing, and/or distributing the Newsletter, or with the website and 
Facebook page, please contact us.
Our website is at www.mtvicnews.org.nz; you can find current and back issues there. You can also find links to  
related websites and more information about the Newsletter.     Harriet Margolis & Patrick McCombs, editors  
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