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The hills are alive . . . 
Thanks to reader Ellen Blake for this photo.  She 
reports that “the dulcet tones of alpine horns were 
heard flowing down the slopes of Mt Victoria recently.  
Upon investigation two horn players were found 
enjoying a great Wellington day near Alexandra 
Road.”  To enjoy this lovely image in its full, colorful 
glory, see the version on our website at 
www.mtvicnews.org.nz/current-issue/.

. . . with the sound of music.

Planning rules fail Mt Victoria
The recently demolished house at 76 Brougham St, on the corner of Pirie St, is to be replaced by a block of 8 townhouses that 
will clash with the weatherboard Victoriana theme of the neighbourhood. The design, seemingly from the 1970s, features walls 
clad in long-run roofing that the Council’s urban design advisor praised as reflecting the old Prestige hosiery factory in lower 
Pirie St, and painted concrete walls that would match the “Modernist” apartment block next door. The development includes a 
“folly” tower complete with digital clock.
Planning rules relating to the demolition and replacement of older houses in Wellington’s inner-city neighbourhoods have been 
contentious. The rules require any new building to use “materials and facade articulation ... compatible with ...  the surrounding 
neighbourhood”. Recent examples where replacement houses have been required to fit with the scale and style of the 
neighbourhood seemed to indicate that a reasonable balance had evolved over 30 years of residents’ efforts.

  Initial concerns that the inability to redevelop 
sites would destroy property values have 
given way to soaring prices as house owners 
have lo s t t he f ea r t ha t someth ing 
inappropriate could be built beside their 
refurbished classic house. From the 
Brougham St corner you can see 33 houses 
valued over $1m. 
Yet the planning system has failed in this 
case. While MVRA’s requests to be heard 
were denied, the hearing was told “the 
MVRA did not support the demolition, nor 
the proposed redevelopment”, and that “no 
reasons were given for their opposition.” In 
fact, in its written comments, the Residents 
Association had advised that “we find the 
design of the townhouses not at all in keeping 
with the streetscape of Brougham St in 
particular, and Mt Victoria in general”. 

Neighbours who were allowed to make submissions had concerns about immediate impacts, but also commented on the way 
the design would clash with Mt Victoria’s character.
Planning approval was given by a non-elected commissioner on the basis of reports by Council planning and urban design staff 
who supported the “contrasting, landmark design” and commended the proposed development as “bold, striking and vigorous.” 
Under the planning rules,  neither the local community nor elected councillors have a voice,  even when developers with no 
stake in the neighbourhood propose developments that clash with the vision set out in the district plan.
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New Crossways (6 Roxburgh St) Calendar:  October
We get these details from www.crossways.org.nz.  Please check them there or with the New Crossways manager (385 6090).

Weekly Classes/Meetings:  Monthly/One-Off Meetings & Events:
Feldenkrais  Mon & Tues 6pm  Spanish & Lat Amer Club  Tues, 1 Oct, 7pm
Queer Tango  Mon 7pm Wgtn Classical Guitar Soc  Sun, 1 Sept, 4pm
Chinese Dancing  Tues & Thurs 10am  Transition Towns Tues, 8 Oct 7.30pm
Oasis Drop-in  Wed 1.30-4pm Book Group  Sat, 12 Oct, 5pm
Core Connexion Dance  Wed 7.00pm Toastmasters  Tues, 15 & 22 Oct, 7.30pm
Contact Improv   Thur 5.30pm 
Tai Chi  Fri 10am  
Oasis Community Cafe Fri 8pm 
Argentine Tango  Sun 7.30pm 

Community Events 
Transition Towns: Tues, 10 Sept, 7:30pm, New 
Crossways. All welcome. Entry by koha (funds raised 
will help!sponsor Tibetan refugee children).
This month we join with Friends of Tibet to watch “A 
Meeting of Minds,” the DVD of His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama in conversation with New Zealand's own Lloyd 
Geering that Triangle TV recently showed. For further 
information contact Frank Cook on 027 649 6508.

Innermost Gardens: The Mt Victoria Community 
Garden is located on the greenbelt to the right off 
Majoribanks St. All welcome.

Spring Picnic Event! 6 Oct, 11am-3pm. Bring friends/
family and something to share (potluck). Please 
email!Oliviaarichardson@gmail.com.

Garden Day!!20 Oct, 11am-2pm.

Hiring of the Charles Plimmer House:!

We'd love to have you hire Plimmer House at the top of 
Majoribanks St. $15/hour, $50/4 hours. We are 
prepared to be flexible, depending on the 
situation.!Contact Margaret or Ian Garrett 
iandmgarrett@gmail.com.

Wanted items!for the house:!Vacuum cleaner, old 
stereo, movable screens, neat/tidy couches, and coffee 
tables. Email!innermostgardens@gmail.com.

Clyde Quay School Carnival
The Clyde Quay School Carnival, to be held on Sat, 23 
Nov, from 3pm will offer something for everyone.!

Reflecting the school community’s diversity, there will 
be a fantastic range of ethnic foods available, 
including dumplings, Thai and Indian curries, roti, 
French and Russian crepes, and paella.!

There will also be a range of stalls selling white 
elephant, quality second-hand clothes, and books. The 
school-children and the wider community will provide 
entertainment throughout the day. This will be a 
fantastic event for the school and our neighborhood.!

If you are in the midst of spring cleaning and have 
items that could be sold at Carnival stalls, consider 
donating to the school. Please drop off donations at 
the School Office.

Unclassified Advertisements:
•Thinking of selling your house? Considering a 

private sale? Mt Victoria resident wants to buy. 
Please contact Bronwen on 027 686-4260.

•Photographer: Family or pets lovingly photographed 
at a local location of your choice. 0211605317. 
clive@artfuldodge.co.nz / www.artfuldodge.co.nz.

•Space available for hire: Plimmer House (top 
Majoribanks St). Suitable for groups, days/evenings. 
0274255300/iandmgarrett@gmail.com.

•Ikebana Classes: Japanese flower arranging. Term 4 
starts 16 Oct. $120/8 wks. 10 Armour Ave. Ph 970 
9573/email helen@ikebanawellington.org.nz.

•For Sale: Italian leather lounge-suite, 4-piece. Oak 
dining-suite,!6 chairs!& sideboard. Price by 
negotiation. Ph: 021 133 0356.

Free 3-line ads to newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz by 
18th of month. Mt Victoria connection, please.

Notes from Wellington East Girls College
Student to Olympiad
Emily Moore, Year 12, has been selected as one of 4 
New Zealand students to represent the country at the 
International Geography Olympiad (iGeo), an annual 
competition involving the best 16-19-year-old 
geography students from all over the world. While in 
Poland next Aug, Emily will complete 3 exams: a 
multimedia test, a 3-hour written exam, and a 
fieldwork exercise. !

WAHINE: A Novel by KERRY HARRISON
WEGC teacher and author Kerry Harrison, who has a 
Masters in Creative Writing, has seen both her short 
stories and poetry published.!Now her novel, Wahine, 
has been published. It is relevant to the Secondary 
English and Social Studies Curriculum as it explores 
themes from Shakespeare’s Macbeth, adolescence, 
colonialism, Maori/Pakeha relations, the 1960s, and 
the Wahine storm. It’s also a really good read!!

Mt Victoria Historical Society
Mt Victoria Historical Society offers a huge range of 
events, guided walks, and a quarterly newsletter 
packed full of interest. For more information or to join, 
contact jonewman@xtra.co.nz or visit the website at 
http://mvhs.wellington.net.nz/.

Last month’s Newsletter published information about the Lambton Ward council candidates, provided by the 
candidates themselves.  This month we do the same for the mayoral candidates on page 3.  

The ballot closes at noon on Saturday 12 October (check your voting papers for details).

We’re rectifying an error made last month by publishing the statement from Steve Preston, a candidate for Lambton 
Ward.  We also omit one mayoral candidate’s statement, since we ran Nicola Young’s as part of last month’s 
Newsletter (she is also standing for Lambton Ward councilor).  We followed the ballot papers for name order.

You may recall that we asked the candidates to tell us why Mt Victorians in particular should vote for them. 
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Stephen Preston - Lambton candidate
Having lived in Mt Victoria for many years, I recently moved to 
Oriental Bay. I have the knowledge, passion, intelligence, and 
skills to make a difference for Wellington with a wealth of 
experience, ranging from student and voluntary work through to 
corporate management and directorship in multi-national 
organisations, working in business and in the community. 
Currently a corporate trainer in communication and leadership, I 
have the skills, wisdom, and, most importantly, the desire to ensure 
that your voices will be heard and acted upon. My key focus areas 
include the introduction of a living wage; improving opportunities 
in public transport and reducing congestion; earthquake 
strengthening in a swift, safe, and sensible manner; boosting the 
Wellington economy and business confidence through building a 
broader business base and supporting the extension of the 
Wellington Airport runway; and championing the cause of 
sustainability. I care about providing a safe city which is governed 
effectively and delivers the benefits of that governance to our 
community through sensible fiscal and environmental management 
and provision of resources and opportunities that are both socially 
responsible and easy to access. Vote Stephen Preston #1 in 
Lambton Ward.

Jack Yan - Mayoral candidate
My manifesto (see backjack2013.com) has been out since April, as 
I practise what I preach about transparency. Mt Victoria residents 
can expect a mayor who will engage with you. Since the last 
election, I’ve continued to be very accessible—and not just in 
election year.
As a candidate who was educated in the area, at St Mark’s (I now 
run the alumni association), Mt Victoria is a community to me, 
with distinct challenges as it borders Courtenay Place. It means 
getting to the heart of our social and economic problems, 
especially when it comes to antisocial behaviour in the city. A lot 
of the issues we confront is down to people feeling disengaged, as 
well as our economy—which is why I’ve confronted these issues 
among my policies from day one.
Additionally, I’d like to see the relationship council and council 
officers have with your community improve.
It will take fresh thinking, and that’s where my international 
business experience comes in. I’ve worked on cultural change in 
organizations, and built bridges internationally with different 
cultures. As the face of Mt Victoria changes, I choose to be the 
mayor who can bring people together, making us part of a world-
class city.

Rob Goulden - Mayoral candidate
Let’s get Wellington humming again. I am passionate about 
Wellington but we aren’t living up to our full potential.
I will provide the leadership, energy, and enthusiasm to make this 
City thrive and prosper. This is a critical time for Wellington I 
want to be part of those changes that will get us going again. What 
we are doing at present isn’t working as well as it could be.
What I will do: 1. Communication and strong advocacy for 
people. 2. Encourage jobs, innovation and business in the city. 3. 
Improve all forms of transport and infrastructure. 4. Improve 
community and public safety and create capability and capacity in 
communities. 5. Ensure a clean and pristine environment. 6. 
Reduce and control the spiralling city debt now at $374 million. 
7. Stop selling the city assets. 8. Encourage tourism. 9. Ensure less 
bureaucracy. 10. Get a decent long term Campervan Park for the 
city 11. Expand the artificial turf program. 12. Be a champion and 
Ambassador for Wellington.
Lets make Wellington the best it can be together.

Celia Wade-Brown - Mayoral candidate
Wellington is the most prepared community for natural disasters 
and I’ll continue investment in strengthening important buildings, 
heritage, and infrastructure. 
Work will start in 2014 on the Wellington East Girls School 33m 
swimming pool thanks to our Council school pool grant–a cost-
effective partnering approach I’ve championed. Thousands of 
primary and secondary school children can improve their water 
safety.
I’ll work to overcome challenges of a flat economy, growing 
inequality, and public sector cuts. We will promote Wellington as a 
good destination for investment, smart technology companies, and 
longer stay visitors. We will partner to provide more affordable 
housing and end homelessness.
I’d prefer cheaper bus fares, crossings that favour pedestrians, and 
safe cycle lanes to the flyover. Nevertheless, WCC has worked 
hard to do what we can to improve the proposal, its surroundings, 
and the Canal Reserve. Queen Victoria will stay!
Our natural environment is a real advantage for Wellington. 
Renewable energy, good transport choices and reserves planting 
will help people and other species thrive. Thanks to all the tree 
planters and gardeners on Mt Victoria.
For a progressive, inclusive, compassionate Mayor who under-
stands the potential of our new smart economy, vote 1 for Celia 
Wade-Brown.

Karunanidhi Muthu - Mayoral candidate
Wellington needs strong leadership and a fresh vision to take hold 
of the opportunities of the 21st century. We need to develop our 
global connections to grow our regional economy.
I am a serial entrepreneur, angel investor, and the founding director 
of DCH Capital Partners. I am also a member of the Institute of 
Directors in New Zealand, a Barrister of the High Court of New 
Zealand, and member of the International Bar Association.  
Wellington has $7bn worth of assets, so our city needs someone 
with the skill and experience to manage this. I will bring to 
Wellington my strong values, and business acumen. We need a 
truly international airport, with a direct connection to Asia, and a 
smarter, more efficient, transport system.
I desire to make Wellington the best place it can be, reflecting the 
country's economic and demographic changes that have occurred 
over the last 20 years. I am proof that migrants can contribute to 
New Zealand society and its business community. 
We can do better for Wellington. We can make Wellington thrive 
again.

John Morrison - Mayoral candidate
Wellingtonians have previously enjoyed a sense of passion, pride, 
and positivity. But in recent years the fire’s gone out. The City 
needs strong, decisive, and effective leadership. My top priority is 
to create jobs achieved by economic growth.
In my Portfolio I have been highly active bringing sports and 
cultural events, with substantial economic benefits, to the Capital. 
Through facilities such as the Indoor Sports Centre and artificial 
turf fields, the resultant year-round access has been beneficial to 
the health and lifestyle of adults and children alike.
The Basin Reserve traffic separation has been a matter of much 
debate. To me the completion of the Airport link is essential to the 
future of our city, but the grade separation must be done in such a 
way that the integration of the infrastructure and environment is 
key to the design from the beginning, not a subsequent mitigation. 
Solving this bottleneck is essential for all modes of transport.
Wellington’s public transport future lies in an enhanced bus system 
and I am encouraged by trials, currently being undertaken in 
Europe, of emission free electric busses that do not require 
overhead wires.
I promise you a stronger, brighter future for Wellington.

Deadline for next newsletter: 18th of month.  Email: newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz.
The Mt Victoria Newsletter has been an independent publication for over 35 years. Supported by its sponsors, 
advertisers, and volunteers, it is not affiliated with the Mt Victoria Residents Association, New Crossways, or 
www.mtvictoria.org.nz. 
If you’d like to volunteer to help with writing, editing, and/or distributing the Newsletter please contact us. Our 
website is at www.mtvicnews.org.nz; you can find current and back issues there.      
      Harriet Margolis & Patrick McCombs, editors  
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