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Giant bunnies colonize Mt Victoria!
During 24 hours over 28-29 November last year, the graffiti artists who go by the name BMD covered the wall of a 
Honda dealership building on Hania St, where The Street City Church has renovated and landscaped a car park in 
front of a building used by the Capital and Coast District Health Board (DHB) to provide mental health services for 
children, adolescents, and families. 
Dion Howard, who works part-time as a nurse at the DHB facility, decided to organize the mural because he thought 
the beige wall, often tagged with unsightly graffiti, could offer something more to the clients coming in for help. 
Through his business, The Amazing Travelling Photobooth, he had previously worked with BMD, who were keen to 
take on another big wall in Wellington.
This newsletter has previously published items about the blight that tagging is on our neighborhood, and BMD 
themselves have engaged with debates about the nature of what they do: Is it art? Is it a crime?
In the meantime, though, the Taranaki natives have been painting around the North Island, especially Wellington 
and Auckland, as well as overseas as far away as Canada and as near as the Islands. They’ve worked in Singapore 
and they expect to work in Europe. They have painted by invitation on private property, including homes, as well as 
opportunistically on walls in public space. They have developed a characteristic style, featuring animals, sometimes 
identifiable as sharks and rabbits but sometimes more fanciful and unusual. 
At a certain point, during a “dark period,” they began “anatomical explorations” resembling dissection studies. This 
is not just an aesthetic choice but a practical one, BMD have told an interviewer: “Graphically and spatially, 
anatomical artworks fit perfectly for painting a public space – you can cover more space for less by chopping it and 
spreading it around.” Gruesome as that sounds, BMD’s results are generally restrained, carefully structured both in 
composition and color, and rhythmically patterned. They are cerebral as well as visual.
When Dion Howard gave the artists their brief for the space, he specified “no chopped-up limbs” because his clients 
at the health center include teenagers who self-harm. Instead, he asked them for “something that would delight, 
have some wonder about it, and appeal to children, teenagers, and adults.” It also had to be acceptable to members 
of the Church, as well as the general public. For a partnership that says it “has always tried to be unpretentious, fun 
and positive,” it couldn’t have been too difficult a brief, although a careful consideration of the rabbits reveals small 
elements that aren’t entirely “cute.” Feedback from everyone, Dion says, has been positive.
To get the project off the ground, Dion first discussed it with his colleagues, Church officials, and finally the Honda 
dealership; he admits he “put on a shirt that day.” There were no objections, but the Honda spokesperson did ask 
that Dion clear it with the City Council. Approval there was forthcoming because in fact the space in question is not 
officially a public walkway. Resene sponsored the paint, and despite a heavy rainstorm on the day, BMD found 
enough dry hours by working day and night. 
Now Mt Victoria has its own contribution to what some see as a growing tourist attraction in Wellington.
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Community Events 
Transition Towns: Tues, 4 Feb, 7:30pm, New 
Crossways. All welcome. Entry by koha. Note: 1st 
Tuesday this month.
We will see the DVD Who’s Counting. In this feature-
length documentary, Marilyn Waring demystifies the 
language of economics by defining it as a value system 
in which all goods and activities are related only to 
their monetary value. As a result, unpaid work is 
unrecognized while activities that may be environ-
mentally and socially detrimental are deemed 
productive. For further information contact Frank Cook 
on 027 649 6508.

Innermost Gardens: 
The Mt Victoria Community Garden is located on the 
greenbelt to the right off the top of Majoribanks St. 
All welcome. www.innermostgardens.org.nz/

Gardening Sundays: 
1st & 3rd of each month, 11am - 2pm.

Happy!Neighbours Day!2014!!
Sun, 30 Mar, 9:30 – 11:30am
Innermost Gardens will be celebrating the Mt Victoria 
community by putting on a community brunch. Please 
contact Innermost Gardens if you would like to help 
cook or donate some produce/food for the event. This 
is not a potluck but a way to give thanks.

Urban Agriculture Workshop Series
Begins 16 Feb, $15, Sundays.
“Grow with us. Eat with us. Nourish with us. Learn with 
us.” Presented by Innermost Gardens and the 
Conscious Design Collective with the kind support of 
the Wellington City Council. Register on Chalkle.com. 

Hiring of the Charles Plimmer House:!
$15/hour, $50/4 hours. We are prepared to be 
flexible, depending on the situation.!Contact Margaret 
or Ian Garrett (iandmgarrett@gmail.com).

Enliven Tai Chi 
Quaker Meeting House, Moncrieff St, Fridays, 
9.30-10.30am. All welcome.
Enjoy the many significant health benefits that regular 
tai chi practice offers. Introduce a friend and if your 
friend comes to five consecutive classes, we will give 
you a free 5-class concession card! Classes are $5 
each. Call Kristine on 439 4967 for more details.

Unclassified Advertisements
•Garage available: South end of Brougham St. Suitable 

for storage, etc. $40/w. Ph/txt 021 0279 0605.
•Room wanted: Mature, employed man looking for a 

room, board, or house-sit in Mt Victoria home. Ph/
text 0274 361 787.

•Mt Vic Home-based beauty services: Massage, 
Brazilian wax, nails, etc. Email ayetk@hotmail/text 
027 2389 597 for treatment appt or price-list.!

•Wanted: Someone to help keep my Elizabeth St 
garden tidy. Please phone Geoff at 3856743.

•Ikebana Classes: Japanese flower arranging w Helen 
Wareham, qualified Sogetsu School teacher. Term 1 
2014 starts 12 Feb; $120/8 wks, 10 Armour Ave. Ph 
970 9573/email helen@ikebanawellington.org.nz.

•Thinking of selling your house? Considering a 
private sale? Mt Victoria resident wants to buy. 
Please contact Bronwen on 027 686-4260.

•Would you like to join the Newsletter team? 
• We are looking for someone to liaise with local 

businesses whose!advertisements help sustain 
this Newsletter. Ph 385 1415.

• We also could use some help with our Facebook 
page from someone hipper than us. 
Ph 934-3173.

Free 3-line ads to newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz by 
18th of month. Please include an expiry date, if 
appropriate. Mt Victoria connection, please.

Annual Greek festival - Sat, 1 Feb, Hania St
Although we regret that many readers will not receive 
the Newsletter in time for this event, we wish the Mt 
Victoria Greek community another grand success and 
look forward to the usual gastronomical delights!

Children’s dance classes coming this month
New Crossways, Tuesdays, 3.30-4.30pm, from 11 Feb.

Award-winning dancer and experienced teacher Debbie 
Groves will be offering jazz dance classes for children 
aged 7-10. She’ll be trying to balance fun and shared 
creativity with the technical basics of dancing. Debbie 
wants to help students develop a good sense of 
rhythm, build strength, and maintain their flexibility. 
She’ll keep classes small—a space where students can 
“achieve something new and challenge themselves.”

Classes will be $12/class or $100/term; enquiries to 
db4dance@gmail.com. 

Stopping the flyover . . . Important happenings this month
Save the Basin Campaign Inc, one of the groups campaigning to prevent a 10 metre high, one-way motorway flyover 
being built at the Basin Reserve, will have a busy February. 

The Board of Inquiry, convened to hear NZTA’s resource consent application for the flyover, is due to start sitting 
on Mon, 3 Feb. Hearings - open to the public - are scheduled to continue until late March; check www.epa.govt.nz/
Resource-management/Basin_Bridge for current details. Save the Basin, along with other concerned organizations, 
will be appearing before the Board and calling expert witnesses.

During February and March, Save the Basin is holding 3 public events to raise funds and awareness:

Fri, 14 Feb, 10am: It’s Valentine’s Day, so share your love for the Basin Reserve with cricket fans by showing up 
at the northern entrance at 10am for the first day of the India-New Zealand Test! No need to bring anything: We'll 
have the materials for you. 

Sat, 22 Feb, 4-6pm, New Crossways, 6 Roxburgh St: Screening of The Human Scale, a documentary about how 
cities got away from the people who live in them, and how we can get them and their transport systems back in 
scale with human needs. Admission $10.

Thurs, 27 Mar, 7.30pm, The Gasworks, 11 Tauhinu Rd, Miramar: Save the Basin Pub Quiz Evening. Other 
details tbc (see the Save the Basin website for more).

For full details of these events, check out Save the Basin's website: www.savethebasin.org.nz. There you can learn 
more about the campaign as well as how you can get involved in keeping the Basin flyover-free.
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Councillor Mark Peck
I am Mark Peck. I am a Lambton Ward City Councilor. Along with my wife, Margaret, I run a little café in the CBD 
(Little Peckish Café). I was the Member of Parliament for Invercargill between 1993 and 2005.

My Facebook page is www.facebook.com/markpeckwgtn. I can be contacted at 499 4444 (ask for me) or 
mark.peck@wcc.govt.nz, and my mobile number is 0274461650.

I have been following the flyover debate with great interest. Many of you will be aware that I expressed my 
opposition to the flyover during the election campaign as I am not convinced that it is the solution to congestion 
problems it seeks to remedy.

Others have a similar concern. The DomPost article (www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/news/wellington/9639260/
Serious-red-flags-raised-over-flyover) highlighted some matters which cannot just be wished away. The reviewers 
questioned the process which saw the flyover become the preferred option.

Abley found that “arguably the most serious matter is the ‘inconsistent’ way the NZ Transport Agency used cost to 
justify the flyover instead of a tunnel, or improvements to the existing Basin roundabout.”

While decisions have been taken, a process is underway to determine whether or not the flyover should proceed. 
Let’s hope that the reviewers’ comments will be carefully considered along with the submissions others have made 
to express their concerns.

This matter needs to be got right. Once sods are turned and construction is underway it’s too late to say “oops, we 
made a mistake.” For the sake of Mt Victoria residents it’s vital that the best decision is made now. 

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Mark  

New old visitor in Mt Victoria’s Town Belt 

Residents as far down as Austin St report hearing the 
call of the shining cuckoo recently, chirping day and 
night. (Check!http://www.whatbird.co.nz!if you want to 
identify a bird call.)

Could this be the result already of a $10,000 Council 
grant late last year to Conservation Volunteers NZ to 
help bring more birds back to the Town Belt?

Immediate spaces available 
for OVER 4 year olds.

Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday 8.45am - 2.45pm
Corner of Elizabeth & Brougham Sts, 
Top playground Clyde Quay School

No zoning restrictions apply.
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Welcome to the SPCA
Workers are still finishing the old Fever Hospital’s 
transformation into the SPCA’s new home, located at 
140 Alexander Rd, 200m south of the track up from 
the Pirie St playgound. The official opening, scheduled 
for Waitangi Day, includes the Governor General and 
the Mayor cutting the ribbon at 1.30pm. SPCA CEO Ian 
Torrence welcomes “everybody to look behind the 
scenes” on what promises to be a good family day out.

New Crossways 
Located at 6 Roxburgh St, New Crossways acts as Mt Victoria’s community rooms. Weekly classes and meetings take 
place there, along with monthly and one-off meetings and events. These activities range from classes in various 
sorts of dancing, meetings (from a local book group to the Toastmasters), and opportunities to socialize at a weekly 
community cafe. For details of these activities, please check www.crossways.org.nz or call Bill Southworth, the New 
Crossways manager, at 385 6090.

Mt Victoria Historical Society
Mt Victoria Historical Society offers a huge range of events, guided walks, and a quarterly newsletter packed full of 
interest. For info or to join, contact jonewman@xtra.co.nz or visit the website at www.MtVictoria.history.org.nz.

Deadline for next newsletter: 18th of February.  Email: newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz.
The Mt Victoria Newsletter has been an independent publication for over 35 years. Supported by its sponsors, 
advertisers, and volunteers, it is not affiliated with the Mt Victoria Residents Association, New Crossways, or 
www.mtvictoria.org.nz. 
If you’d like to volunteer to help with writing, editing, and/or distributing the Newsletter please contact us. Our 
website is at www.mtvicnews.org.nz; you can find current and back issues there.      
      Harriet Margolis & Patrick McCombs, editors  
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