
March 2014
More on our bunnies 

Last month we featured a story about the new “graffiti 
art” mural on Hania St. Just before that issue was 
distributed, we received the following letter:

Graffiti removal
I’d just like to put a good word in for!Dave O’Sullivan 
from SB Maintenance who has removed several tags we 
have been!unfortunate enough to discover on our wall 
of our property in Mt Victoria. It!seems to be the 
scourge of the!neighbourhood at the moment, there are 
so many!properties being vandalized with graffiti at the 
moment. If anyone needs a tag!removed quickly and at 
a very reasonable price then ring Dave on 0800 726 
246!or 027 281 0998. I!just thought I’d mention his 
name just in case someone else!is needing his services. I 
have nothing to do with his business. I’ve just!noticed a 
lot of graffiti around Mt Vic at the moment when I go for 
an evening!walk.
Cheers
Karin of Ellice St

After our story appeared, we heard from the Mayor, Celia 
Wade-Brown, who wanted to clarify the City Council’s 
position with regard to this sort of graffiti. First off, the 
rabbit mural “looks great,” according to her. “Actually,” 
she added, “we really support public murals too - we 
have a directory of some of them and a ‘how-to’ get a 
new one happening.” 

The council’s website provides the Council’s basic 
position: “Street art around Wellington helps to give a 
sense of safety for residents and visitors, and reduce 
tagging to graffiti-prone areas.” www.wcc.govt.nz 
Keyword: murals

This may seem like “outside the box” thinking, but if you 
look around town, you’ll see the taggers have largely 
respected these graffiti art murals.

Neighbours Day: 29/30 March
How often do you talk with your neighbours? Would you 
feel okay asking a neighbour to collect your mail or 
water your pot plants while you’re away? Have you 
exchanged contact details with some of your 
neighbours? 

Knowing your neighbours is one of the best things you 
can do to prepare for an emergency like an earthquake 
or prolonged power cut. For this reason the Wellington 
City Council will be actively supporting Neighbours Day.

Its a great chance for Mt Victoria families and people 
living alone or in flats to get to know our neighbours, 
Neighbours Day provides just the excuse we need to 
meet them properly. 

You could invite your neighbours over for kids’ games, 
BYO drinks, a light meal or BBQ on Saturday 29 or 
Sunday 30 March. If you are happy for others in the 
street to pop in too, hang a balloon on your gate.

If you don’t feel like organising your own event, 
Innermost Gardens is holding a shared Community 
Brunch at the community garden at the top of 
Majoribanks St, 9-11.15am, Sunday 30 March (see p2 
notice).  What a great opportunity to meet others living 
in the neighbourhood.  

Posters, ideas, and invitation templates can be down 
loaded from www.neighboursday.org.nz and from the 
Council at www.wcc.govt.nz Keyword: Neighbours day

Walking for health and the environment
Did you know that New Zealand has a national day for 
walking, called Walk2Work Day?  This year it’s on 
Wednesday 12 March, and it focuses on the health 
benefits of walking. 

It’s an event promoted by Living Streets Aotearoa, “the 
New Zealand organisation for people on foot, promoting 
walking-friendly communities” and encouraging the 
enjoyment of public spaces (see related story, p3).

Walk2Work Day in Wellington this year will include a free 
breakfast from 7am on the waterfront as part of the 
encouragement to get people to leave their cars behind. 

The organizers remind us that “walking uses up 74 
calories per kilometre, tunes your heart and body, and 
gives you energy for the day. Each kilometre you walk 
instead of driving also avoids 0.2kg of carbon emissions 
and so is good for the planet.”

Furthermore, according to them, “Mt Victorians are some 
of Wellington's biggest walkers - with over 40% of us 
choosing to walk to work most days”. Prove them right 
on the day, and say hello to the folks from the campaign 
on the corner of Majoribanks St and Kent Tce.

More info at www.walk2work.org.nz.
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Community Events 
Transition Towns: Tues, 11 Mar, 7:30pm, 
New Crossways. All welcome. 
Due to bad weather in Canada, the DVD Who’s Counting 
didn’t arrive in time for last month’s meeting, so it’s 
rescheduled for this month. In this feature-length 
documentary, Marilyn Waring demystifies the language 
of economics by defining it as a value system in which 
all goods and activities are related only to their 
monetary value. For further information contact 
Frank Cook on 027 649 6508.

Innermost Gardens: 
The Mt Victoria Community Garden is located on the 
greenbelt to the right off the top of Majoribanks St. 
All welcome. www.innermostgardens.org.nz/

Gardening Sundays: 
1st & 3rd of each month, 11am-2pm.

Happy Neighbours Day 2014!!
Sun, 30 Mar, 9:30–11:30am; entry by koha.
Innermost Gardens will be celebrating the Mt Victoria 
community by putting on a community brunch. 
Everyone’s invited. If you want to donate food/be a 
cook, please email oliviaarichardson@gmail.com. 

Urban Agriculture Workshop Series
Began 16 Feb, $15, Sundays.
Register on Chalkle.com. 

Hiring of the Charles Plimmer House:!
$15/hour, $50/4 hours; we can be flexible.!Contact 
Margaret or Ian (iandmgarrett@gmail.com).

Scottish Country Dancing: Wednesdays, 7.30pm.
St Marks Community Hall, Dufferin St, Basin Reserve. 

Beginners welcome. Contact Elaine on 389-3597.

Children’s international folk dance classes
Mt Victoria residents Liora Noy and her 12-year-old son 
Amit are offering dance classes on Monday afternoons 
for girls and boys at the old Bandoliers/Charles 
Plimmer House in the Innermost Gardens space at eh 
top of Majoribanks St. Having lived around the world, 
they can teach folk dances from Mexico, Israel, 
Argentina, Hawaii, India, and more. A trained nurse, 
Liora has danced locally with the Crows Feet Dance 
Collective, and her Adult Education hula dancing class 
at Wellington High School currently has 14 adults 
enrolled.
New Entrants to Year 2, 3.45-4.30pm; Years 3-4, 
4.30-5.15pm; $60/term, with discounts for siblings & 
for CCS holders. For more info: lioranoy3@gmail.com 
or 021355041.

Unclassified Advertisements
Free 3-line ads to newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz by 20th 

of month. Please include an expiry date for editor &/
or buyers. Mt Victoria connection, please.

•Tutor Available: For maths & biology. Please call 027 
452 8558 or email sylviaagh@gmail.com.!

•Zumba Classes:!Virginia Keast, licensed instructor, 
New Crossways, M/W/F, 9.30-10.30. Details: 
www.virginiak.zumba.com; zumba@paradise.net.nz.

Would you like to join the Newsletter team? We are 
looking for someone to liaise with local businesses 
whose!advertisements help sustain this Newsletter. Ph 
385 1415.

Correction: Last month the Newsletter incorrectly 
reported the time for the ribbon-cutting ceremony at 
the SPCA’s opening. We announced our mistake on 
our Facebook page before the event, but we realize 
that few people are likely to have seen that. We 
apologize for any inconvenience we may have caused.

We’re still trying to figure out how best to make use of 
our website (www.mtvicnews.org.nz) and our 
Facebook page. We’ve just added pages on our 
website Photos and Related Website. We plan to post 
photos that readers have sent in as well as those 
we’ve taken, whether or not they made it into 
publication. We are also making space for feedback 
and comment on our articles, and notices for 
happenings and events.

If you have any comments on any aspect of the 
Newsletter and how it could work best for you, please 
let us know; our email is 
newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz.

And we would dearly love to hear from the owner of the 
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/mountvic.

We love to dance!

Young and old, Greeks and their friends, enjoyed this 
year’s Greek Festival: the food, the music, the food, 
the dancing, the food . . . and the community.

Encouraging birds 
Back in December, Wellington Scoop published a press release from the Wellington City Council announcing “$10,000 
to encourage birds to return to the town belt.” 

“The project ‘Bring the birds back to Wellington’ aims to build on the success of work done at Zealandia and in the 
Town Belt. Run by the organisation Conservation Volunteers, the project will work with volunteer groups on Te 
Ahumairangi Hill and Mt Victoria to tackle pests and restore native habitats.”

Conservation Volunteers was founded in Australia; already has offices in Auckland, Punakaiki, and Christchurch; and 
will be establishing an office in Wellington soon, according to its website:www.conservationvolunteers.co.nz

If our readers have more information on this project, please let us know.
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Councillor Nicola Young
I’m honoured to represent Mt Victoria, as part of Lambton ward. My formative years were spent in Brougham Dr; 
since renamed Batham to remove the duplication of ‘Brougham’ across Mt Victoria. 

The new Council has set a cracking pace. I’m delighted to have the portfolio of Central City Projects, and can already 
report progress on some things that featured in my campaign: car parking is returning to WCC control; Opera House 
Lane is now being upgraded (the new lighting is almost finished); and the residue of funds earmarked to upgrade 
Taranaki St will be used for some ceremonial banners (not quite the $3.8m upgrade the Council promised a few years 
ago). I’m also working with council officers to ensure all buildings carry street numbers – helpful when trying to find 
places, and vital in civil emergencies.

I’ve had a few surprises since being elected last October. The Council makes grand announcements, but doesn’t 
always follow through (Taranaki St!); I’m disappointed at the lack of process around issues with major financial 
implications – the Living Wage is a prime example; and it’s disappointing several councillors have already forgotten 
their campaigns for fiscal prudence.

It was a shock to learn that the cost of re-strengthening the Town Hall has doubled (and may cost even more) so it’s 
imperative all options are explored before a decision is made. It won’t be easy. 

Please contact me to discuss any issues: T: 801 5100; M: 021 654 844; E: nicola.young@wcc.govt.nz; Twitter: @nmjyoung 
and Facebook: NicolaYoungWellington. 

! Nicola

“Avenues and Oases” seminar
Mt Victorians may wonder how it is that Kent and Cambridge Tces as well as Taranaki St have remained so 
inhospitable when these two dominant north-south corridors could transform the experience of those traversing the 
inner city on foot or by bicycle. Wellington’s Civic Trust is in the early stages of arranging a public seminar to explore 
how to vitalise these large inner-city spaces.

Tentative plans call for a half-day seminar in Theatre One, Rutherford House, on the corner of Bunny St and Lambton 
Quay, on Sat, 29 March, 9.30am to 12.30pm. Possible topics include ceremonial routes connecting the Memorial Park 
to the government centre, the role of verandahs in providing shelter and shade and shielding from falling masonry 
and glass during an earthquake, exposing to view some of the city’s underground streams by way of light wells, 
sheltered sunlit spaces as oases for passive recreation, and designated cycleways. 

The brief for speakers will be to spread their wings and not be constricted by concerns over time or money. A 
speaker from Generation Zero is confirmed. Please contact the Civic Trust if you have suggestions as to inspirational 
speakers or new ideas.

The seminar comes in the context of the City Council’s imminent consultations about the 12-year long-term plan 
from 2015 to 2027. For highly visible inner-city spaces to have any chance of enhancing the quality of inner-city 
living in a capital city, it will be essential that Councillors lock in funding over a 12-year planning cycle.

For those who wish to research these issues further, here is the link to the Capital City Initiative:

 www.wellington.govt.nz/your-council/projects/capital-city-initiative

and to Smart Capital: Towards 2040:

 www.wellington.govt.nz/your-council/structure-and-vision/vision-2040/towards-2040-smart-capital.

Closer to the day, check the Civic Trust’s website for confirmation of the date and place: www.wellingtoncivictrust.org.

Mt Victoria Historical Society
Mt Victoria Historical Society offers a huge range of events, guided walks, and a quarterly newsletter packed full of 
interest. For info or to join, contact jonewman@xtra.co.nz or visit the website at www.MtVictoria.history.org.nz. 

New Crossways 
Located at 6 Roxburgh St, New Crossways acts as Mt Victoria’s community rooms. Weekly classes and meetings take 
place there, along with monthly and one-off meetings and events. These activities range from classes in various sorts 
of dancing, meetings (from a local book group to the Toastmasters), and opportunities to socialise at a weekly 
community cafe. For details, please check www.crossways.org.nz or call Bill Southworth, the New Crossways 
manager, at 385 6090.

Deadline for next newsletter: 18th of February.  Email: newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz.
The Mt Victoria Newsletter has been an independent publication for over 35 years. Supported by its sponsors, 
advertisers, and volunteers, it is not affiliated with the Mt Victoria Residents Association, New Crossways, or 
www.mtvictoria.org.nz. 
If you’d like to volunteer to help with writing, editing, and/or distributing the Newsletter please contact us. Our 
website is at www.mtvicnews.org.nz; you can find current and back issues there.      
      Harriet Margolis & Patrick McCombs, editors  
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