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Could Mt Victoria be the first to “Shyft” into gear?

If you’re one of the 80% of Wellingtonians who own a car (according to the 2013 census), does your car sit idle most 
of any given week? Or are you part of the 11,000 households here that go without a car? Either way, you might 
benefit from a new initiative to introduce carsharing, especially if you’re interested in reducing carbon emissions.

Wellington City Council, through its Smart Energy Challenge, is teaming up with some of Wellington’s social 
entrepreneurs from Enspiral, Generation Zero, and PledgeMe to support community-led projects designed to reduce 
energy use and increase clean energy in Wellington. Shyft, one of these projects, is a nonprofit carshare co-op that 
will place cars around the city to hire for as little as $7.50/hour. Now in its initial phase of fundraising 
(www.pledgeme.co.nz/projects/1992) to get its first car on the ground and running, Shyft has until 9pm on 21 May 
to make its goal of only $15,000. The Council will match contributions to this project dollar for dollar up to $9,000.

Mt Victoria resident Adam Campbell, Outreach Director for Shyft, says we “might just be the perfect suburb” for Shyft  
to make its start, but the choice will depend on how much support we provide in this phase. As part of their 
incentives for people to donate, Shyft’s organizers explain, “The suburb that bands together and raises the most 
money gets the first car. The suburb that bands together with the most donors gets the second car.”

There are reasons, though, for everyone in Wellington to support this project and join the “600 
cities in the world with working carshare systems,” Adam notes. “By giving people more choices, 
we help give people the opportunity to not own a car. Carsharing members show increased 
public and active transport use, reduced carbon emissions of up to 50%, and often choose not to 
own old and busted cars that aren’t good for the environment. Each carshare car can remove as 
many as 10-12 old cars from the road.”

Wellington has three cars available through Cityhop, a carsharing “club” that began in Auckland in 2006. However, 
Adam says various problems have hampered its success. He thinks Shyft has learned from Cityhop’s experience. 
“While putting together Shyft, we looked at the thousand or so carshares around the world for inspiration, and 
combined the best ideas to create the best possible setup that will fit with the ethos and needs of Wellington.”

So if you want the opportunity to have Mayor Celia Wade-Brown guide you around Wellington on a cycle or kayak 
tour, stump up $1,000 on Shyft’s PledgeMe page. But do it soon, because there’s only one of this reward left.

FIXIT feedback
Grant Burley responded to our request for feedback on FIXIT, the City 
Council app that’s meant to make it easy for anyone anywhere in town to 
report a problem that needs Council attention.

Grant walked “to St Marks School from my property on the corner of Pirie 
and Brougham St downloading and reporting over a dozen tags, most on 
private property and some on Council-owned (power pole and bus stop) or 
Utility company property (substation).”

He wasn’t impressed by the response he got: “Here’s the reply for Council 
owned property:  Thank you for reporting tagging on the bus stop,
      ref 2239030.
As for tags on private property, the Council was not interested:

 Wellington City Council only now clean graffiti off
! private property in the Central business district, thank you.”
Yet, as Grant says, “Of a growing concern is the amount of tagging that goes ignored (see picture above at 90 
Brougham St). We've also seen an increase lately in vandalism, with over 20 cars being coined on the night of 8 March 
2014 down Brougham and Ellice St as well as cars being broken into. It appears this part of Mt Victoria is being 
targeted, and while we’ve reported our concerns to the Police they’ve shown little interest. Time for the residence of 
Mt Victoria to step up and take some action.”

So, gentle readers, what action do you think we should take?

https://www.pledgeme.co.nz/projects/1992
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Community Events 
Transition Towns: Tues, 13 May, 7:30pm, New 
Crossways, 6 Roxburgh St. All welcome. 
We will see the 2103 documentary Thin Ice, billed as 
the inside story on climate change. Made by VUW 
scientist Simon Lamb, the film is a unique exploration 
of the science behind global warming and an intimate 
portrait of a global community of researchers racing to 
understand our planet’s changing climate. 
For more info, contact Frank Cook: 027 649 6508.
The group also offers to help with your bokashi bucket 
if you do not have space for the contents and to act as 
facilitator linking up people in the area who have 
gardens they struggle to keep going with people who 
would like to garden. Contact Pat Hubbard, 384 2646, 
for further information.

Innermost Gardens: 
The Mt Victoria Community Garden is located on the 
greenbelt to the right off the top of Majoribanks St. 
All welcome. www.innermostgardens.org.nz/

Gardening Sundays: 
1st & 3rd of each month, 11am-2pm.

Hiring of the Charles Plimmer House: 
$15/hour, $50/4 hours; we can be flexible. Contact 
Margaret or Ian (iandmgarrett@gmail.com).

Scottish Country Dancing: Wednesdays, 7.30pm.
St Marks Community Hall, Dufferin St, Basin Reserve. 

Beginners welcome. Contact Elaine on 389-3597.

Rates Rebate available to homeowners
Ratepayers living on modest incomes can claim a 
rebate from the City Council. The maximum rebate is 
$595, reduced on a formula depending on your rates 
and the household income. If your rates are $3000 you 
would qualify for a rebate up to an income of $39,000, 
or more if you have dependents at home. Call the Rates 
Office at the Council (499 4444) for an application 
form. Claims for the current rates year, using your 
income to 31 March 2014, must be made by 30 June.

Unclassified Advertisements
Free 3-line ads to newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz by 20th 

of month. Please include an expiry date for editor &/
or buyers. Mt Victoria connection, please.

•Feldenkrais classes: an organic way to improve 
posture, flexibility, etc. New Crossways Mon/Tues, 
6pm. Sue Field, 4997255 / 0274667123.

•Music therapy: piano, guitar, beginner vocals, or 
NCEA support tuition. Sat afternoon lessons between 
2.30-5.30pm, flat access. Ph Jazzy, 021-1444-801.

•Guitar lessons: Classical/Jazz and Music Theory. 
Please call Timi Walker (B.Mus). Ph: 0220914623 or e-

mail: timidj@gmail.com. 
•Piano Lessons for beginners: If you are interested, 

please email Casey at casey.huang1496@gmail.com 
or text me at 0212650201.

•Room wanted: Mature, employed man looking for a 
room, board, or house-sit in Mt Victoria home. Ph/
text 0274 361 787.

Dance for children
Debbie Groves reports that db4dance classes for 
children finished its first term at the New Crossways 
Community Room “with a super fun class!” She adds 
that it was “great to see new students enroll from other 
Wellington areas as well as Mt Victoria residents.”

Term 2 Tuesday classes open soon: Dance and 
movement for 5-7yrs, 3.30-4pm; and Jazz Dance class 
for 7-10yrs, 4-4.45pm. The first two classes (6 & 13 
May) will continue at New Crossways. From 20 May all 
classes will be held at Charles Plimmer House, located 
to the right off the top of Majoribanks St.

Debbie will be adding a pre-school dance and 
movement class that’s planned to be “lots of fun while 
developing and enhancing imagination, co-ordination, 
confidence, and of course physical health.” Tuesdays 
2-2.30pm, and Wednesdays 10.30-11am. 

Term dates: 20 May-1 July (7-week term). 
Venue: Charles Plimmer House.  

For more info, email Debbie, db4dance@gmail.com, or 
check Facebook: db4dance for children.

From the Mt Victoria Residents Association
The flyover Board of Inquiry continues in extra time with many submissions still to come. Professional experts 
Richard Reid, Jan McCredie, and John Foster, who have assisted the MVRA's fight against the flyover, have presented 
strong arguments showing the biased and ill-planned nature of the NZTA proposals. 

The official transcripts of the hearing (45 days—so far) are available at www.epa.govt.nz/Resource-management/
Basin_Bridge/Hearing/proceedings. Wellington Scoop (wellington.scoop.co.nz) has also recorded some newsworthy 
highlights that show how poorly we are served by our local “Dominion” reporting. We recommend you read 
Wellington Scoop daily for local reporting.

Through the MVRA there have been contributions of about $55,000 to help oppose the Flyover. In addition to this 
amount the community has contributed generously to Save the Basin. This is a tremendous local effort. We believe 
that the Inquiry will uphold our David and Goliath struggle against the NZTA's PR budget of literally millions and 
millions of dollars, and that we will be successful.

The Inquiry has certainly shown that the NZTA has deliberately ignored alternatives that could provide traffic 
solutions at a minimum of the cost of the awful flyover with all its environmental harm. Elaine Hampton, 802 4492

Mt Victoria Historical Society
Mt Victoria Historical Society offers a huge range of events, guided walks, and a quarterly newsletter packed full of 
interest. For info or to join, contact jonewman@xtra.co.nz or visit the website at www.MtVictoria.history.org.nz. 

New Crossways 
Located at 6 Roxburgh St, New Crossways acts as Mt Victoria’s community rooms. Weekly classes and meetings take 
place there, along with monthly and one-off meetings and events. These activities range from various sorts of 
dancing (for pleasure as well as classes), meetings (from a local book group to the Toastmasters), and opportunities 
to socialise at a weekly community cafe. For details, please check www.crossways.org.nz
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Councillor Mark Peck
What a brilliant test match ground the Basin Reserve is. I enjoyed one day of the India vs New Zealand test match and 
couldn’t help thinking how special the place is. I don’t think there is anything to rival it in New Zealand.

So why pollute the ascetics with an ugly flyover. To my mind the Basin’s special character will die. I also do not think 
a bigger, better stand will be of much help either. The atmosphere at the Basin comes from the picnic crowd and the 
groups. A stand for the “few” is not likely to engender anything special.

Add to that the fact that the Basin Reserve is not exactly overwhelmed with use and one starts to wonder about the 
economics of it as well.

The commissioners have taken their time sifting through the evidence with a fine-tooth comb. I have no doubt the 
recent test match with the McCullum “triple ton” will not be lost on them. Some things are worth saving at any cost.

And that goes for the town belt too. The Bill to protect the town belt provides strong measures against the 
exploitation of this green space. It is not for sale. If the government wishes to confiscate tracts of land for a “road,” 
then we will deal with that at the time. It is not our job to make this process easy for them.

Our local MP Grant Robertson will be introducing the Bill. Let’s hope it makes good progress before the election. 

             Mark

The draft Wellington Town Belt Bill that Councillor Peck refers to is available online at www.wellington.govt.nz/have-
your-say/consultations. The Council and Friends of the Town Belt will jointly hold a public meeting to discuss the Bill 
5.30pm Tuesday 5 May, St John’s Hall, Willis St.   Submissions on the Bill close on 19 May, followed by Council 
hearings, before the Bill is introduced to Parliament by Grant Robertson MP.

Help Clyde Quay School - Fundraising news

Purchase at Noel Leeming for COST price + 10%
Noel Leeming Tory St has offered to support Clyde Quay School.  During the week of 12–18 May the school’s family, 
friends, neighbourhood, and ANYONE ELSE THEY TELL can purchase up to 5 products at COST price + 10%. Noel 
Leeming will donate 2½% of these sales to CQS to spend in their store for things the school needs. Top of the 
shopping list? iPads. 
Look for a flyer in your letterbox in early May. If you miss it, call into the school for one. You must use the flyer in the 
Tory St shop and only 12-18 May. If you have some big ticket items coming up, wait for this week and save yourself 
money while supporting CQS. It’s a Win Win!

Fundraising through Entertainment Memberships
Clyde Quay School is excited to be launching a new fund 
raising initiative through selling the 2014/2015 Wellington 
Entertainment™ Memberships. The books cost $60 and are 
packed with over $20,000 of great offers you can use until 1 
June 2015. The best bit: $12 from every Membership sold 
comes back to CQS. 

This year you can choose to purchase the popular 
Entertainment™ Book or the new Entertainment™ Digital 
Membership. The latter puts the value of the Entertainment™ 
Book into your iPhone or Android smartphone and allows you to 
redeem the offers using your phone. No more cards or vouchers to carry around!

These Memberships feature many of the area’s best restaurants, cafés, hotel accommodation, attractions, and 
activities, and are packed with hundreds of up to 50% off and 2-for-1 offers that your family can enjoy! And yes, the 
good old dry cleaning vouchers are still there. 

You can call into the school office and collect a book or purchase online with this link: 
www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/10411f1. 

And let your family, friends, neighbours, and colleagues know that CQS is selling the books and pass on the link.

Deadline for next newsletter: 25th of May.  Email: newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz.
The Mt Victoria Newsletter has been an independent publication for over 35 years. Supported by its sponsors, 
advertisers, and volunteers, it is not formally affiliated with the Mt Victoria Residents Association, New Crossways, 
or www.mtvictoria.org.nz. 
If you’d like to volunteer to help with writing, editing, managing, and/or distributing the Newsletter please contact us. 
Our website is at www.mtvicnews.org.nz; you can find current and back issues there.      
      Harriet Margolis & Patrick McCombs, editors  
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