
 

 

 
 
 
 

December 2014 
Happy holidays and best wishes for 2015! 

The Newsletter team thanks you for your support this year and we look forward to 
seeing you again next February. Stay safe and have fun. 

More noise . .  . 
When we want to complain about noisy parties, we call 
Noise Control. When we have false alarms to complain 
about, we need to make the community alert and on 
the lookout for the culprit(s). When City Council trucks 
consistently wake us up during the night . . . .  

Over the last “couple of years,” Dennis Boolieris, a Mt 
Victoria resident, has identified a cleaning truck (Reg 
No HMY148) that makes “a high-pitched ‘vacuum 
cleaner’ sound that starts at about 2am and continues 
till about 6am.” He knows residents “on the 12th floor in 
Willis St with double glazing” who can hear it. He has 
contacted Noise Control, ward councillors, “and others 
to no avail.”  
When the Newsletter went online to learn more, we 
found that a Noise Control webpage says nothing 
about restrictions on Council activities, although it 
mentions the restriction on construction work. 
(Websites used for Newsletter stories are posted on 
our website: www.mtvicnews.org.nz/related-websites/.) 

The Exemptions page says that the restriction to 
7.30am-6pm can be waived if the Council “is satisfied 
the work cannot be done at any other time because of 
traffic, safety, access or other constraints” (which may 
explain why large trucks carrying site offices were 
allowed access to the Wellington East Girls’ College 
construction site before 8am twice in late November). 
The Newsletter contacted Noise Control directly and 
spoke with Matthew Harrison. He says that different 
rules apply to the central city so as not to impede 
working hours traffic. So Council trucks engaged in 
cleaning might be operating there between 2-6am. 
He suggested that we contact Pita King, who is 
Contract Manager for street cleaning, but our calls 
were not returned. 
However, Matthew also says that the registration 
information that Dennis has provided will help with GPS 
tracking, so that the Council can try to identify where 
and when the noise originates. 
Meanwhile, Dennis wants residents who can hear this 
noise to contact him on  (04) 9343816 or 021 1820 
548; email: zephs@paradise.net.nz. 

And dust . . . 
As noted last month, Wellington East Girls’ College 
(WEGC) will undergo remodeling for earthquake 
strengthening over the next few months. Contractors 
have begun moving equipment onto the site. 

Neighbours affected by the work are concerned about a 
lack of consultation. Sally Haughton, the school’s 
principal, has been trying to improve the situation. On 
14 Nov she circulated a “Residents News Bulletin,” on 
Ministry of Education letterhead, followed on 20 Nov by 
a “Residents’ Update” on WEGC letterhead. 

These messages contain information about what sorts 
of construction activity residents can expect over the 
weeks in question, and the number of recipients for 
these messages is growing. 

In fact, Sally notes that “the school is currently 
compiling a database to aid communication with our 
immediate neighbours” and asks you to email 
property@wegc.school.nz “with your contact details 
including your physical address,” if you want to be kept 
informed of progress on the work. 
Marion Pawson, a near neighbour of WEGC, told the 
Newsletter that residents are concerned about the 
“pressure on car parking and traffic flow.” At a 
community meeting in October, however, the word was 
that the engineers have worked hard to keep all the 
spoil on the site rather than move truckloads away 
down our streets. 

The MVRA is taking an interest (see p3). As Craig 
Palmer, Interim Chair, points out, WEGC neighbors 
might wish to participate in the resource consent 
process to protect their interests. 

Meanwhile, kudos to Principal Haughton, who says, 
“There will be flow of information when we have the 
(construction management) plan and are up and 
running.” 

Christmas Carol Singalong  
Wednesday 3 December, 6pm,  

St Barnabas Church, Roseneath, 15 Maida Vale Rd. 
 All welcome. 

Come join us for an hour of racy songs and carols, with 
the well-known ukulele group Ukebox (led by Wayne 
Mowat), a piano, a bass, a guitar, 10 ukuleles, and you. 
Bring your voices, friends, kids, grandkids, parents, 
Godparents, Godchildren.... 
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Community Events  
Transition Towns: Tues, 9 December, 7:30pm, 
New Crossways, 6 Roxburgh St. All welcome. 

We will watch Nourish: Food + Community, a PBS 
special about the Nourish Initiative for better food, 
health, and sustainability, featuring Michael Pollan, 
Jamie Oliver, Anna Lappé, Alice Waters, and others, 
which was unavailable last mont. For further 
information contact Frank Cook on 027 649 6508. 

Innermost Gardens:  
The Mt Victoria Community Garden and the Charles 
Plimmer House are located on the greenbelt to the right 
off the top of Majoribanks St.  
All welcome. www.innermostgardens.org.nz  

Compost bins are available at the Gardens but only for 
household vegetable scraps. Please cover fresh waste 
with the coffee husks from the adjacent black bin. 
Gardening Sundays:  
1st & 3rd of each month, 11am-2pm. 

Hiring Plimmer House/Innermost Gardens:  
$15/hour, $50/4 hours; we can be flexible. Contact 
Margaret or Ian (iandmgarrett@gmail.com).  

Contributions needed to fight appeal 
The NZTA is appealing the Board of Inquiry’s decision 
against consent for the Basin Reserve flyover. The 
MVRA and the Save the Basin Campaign have engaged 
Dr Matthew Palmer QC, with Callum Reid of Gibson 
Sheat as instructing solicitor, to represent them in the 
fight against this appeal.  
Contributions towards legal representation and related 
costs can be sent to: 

Mt Victoria Residents Association 
P O Box 19-056 
Wellington 6149 

Alternatively, send your contribution to the MVRA’s 
BNZ account: 020580 0030689 00. Please give your 
name in the reference and email your details to Sue 
Watt, the MVRA treasurer, at whathouse@xtra.co.nz. 
Please specify that the donation is a contribution 
towards the High Court case. Sue will send a receipt.

Unclassified Advertisements 
Free 3-line ads to newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz by 20th  

of preceding month. Please include an expiry date for 
editor & buyers. Mt Victoria connection, please. 

• Found: New book; on Sun, 2 Nov, 11.10 am; at 
Brougham St bus stop. Text: 027 3567979. 

• Found: SD memory card; 22 Nov; upper Elizabeth St. 
Please call Jonathan on 021 2537896 to collect. 

• Living space wanted: Mature woman seeks sunny, 
quiet, self-contained space with lounge & a garden to 
tend. Please call Cheska on 021 2535445. 

• Experienced techo: Will come to you to repair and 
service most sorts of bikes. Call Gary on m: 021-035-
0084, e: nzrider@gmail.com, w: spoke-n-cog.co.nz 

• Paediatric therapy available: Individual or group. 
Speech, language, & feeding therapy. Contact 021 
650112, speechtherapy@jenniferlyons.net. 

• Garage wanted: To store vintage car. Electricity 
would be helpful. Phone Columba 04 3828219 or 
email boyackferris@xtra.co.nz. 

• Babysitter, dog walker, cat feeder: Local 15-year-
old with first aid training. Please contact Bella 04 
3842599. 

• Secure garage wanted: From early 2015, to store 
household items & furniture. Willing to pay up to 
$40pw. Ph/text: 027 2389597 

• Computer technician: Can fix almost anything. 
Evenings & weekends 022 0156133; 
info@easytech.co.nz. 

• Babysitter: reliable 14-year-old; any night of the 
week. Call Milly on 04 3856423. 

• Offer to help: Regular Mt Vic morning walker happy 
to have a companion of the canine persuasion if you 
can’t walk your pet yourself. Ph Cheska 0212535445. 

• Cleaner/babysitter/general housework: Reliable, 
hard-working uni student available over summer. 
Mel: 027 4763555; melaniebassuk@gmail.com. 

• Housework Help: Do you need a hand with 
housework on Saturdays and Sundays? I have 
experience in this. Call me at 021 2838767 

• Babysitter: 3rd year uni student available for 
babysitting, dog walking, or cleaning. All enquiries 
contact Rebecca on 027 6832117. 

Missing cat  
Karina Lagreze, who lives on Elizabeth St, adopted her cat Jessie from the SPCA 4 years ago. But on 30 Oct Jessie went 
missing. Karina describes Jessie as white and black, with “white on the tip of her black tail and a freckle on her pink 
nose.” “A timid cat,” Jessie was wearing “a collar with a red tag” with her name and Karina’s phone number.  

Karina is desperate to have Jessie back, but so far her efforts to find her have been unsuccessful. She asks anyone who 
has any information about Jessie to call 021 1211745. 
 

Lucky dog 
On a vigorously windy, sunny afternoon some weeks ago we met Mt Vic resident Margaret Phillips out walking a 
charming pup on Hawker St. They were both obviously enjoying being outdoors.  

But they were also just about to go their separate ways. A permanent home was available for this dog, and he was 
going to make the move the next day. 

Margaret is an SPCA volunteer, helping as a dog fosterer for the last 18 months or so. The SPCA provides food, 
blankets, and bedding for the care of each dog. So far Margaret has fostered about 10 dogs, usually to cover the time 
for a quarantine or recovery time after a health problem. 

The SPCA has “a limited amount of space and people in our Centres and we rely on our fantastic fosterers to offer 
temporary homes to animals.” If you’d like to foster a dog or a cat, check out the SPCA’s “Become a Foster Parent” 
webpage: www.wellingtonspca.org.nz/fosternow.htm
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Deadline for  next newsletter : 18th of month.  Email: newsletter@mtvictor ia.org.nz. 
The Mt Victoria Newsletter has been an independent publication for over 35 years. Supported by its sponsors, 
advertisers, and volunteers, it is not formally affiliated with the Mt Victoria Residents Association, New Crossways, or 
www.mtvictoria.org.nz.  
If you’d like to volunteer to help with writing, editing, managing, and/or distributing the Newsletter please contact us. 
Our website is at www.mtvicnews.org.nz; you can find current and back issues there.       
       Harriet Margolis & Patrick McCombs, for the Newsletter team 

 

 

Councillor Nicola Young 
Legal highs are back on the horizon, as the Council cannot ban them outright when the Government’s temporary ban is 
lifted in mid-2015. Unless we define a specific area for their sale, legal highs could be sold citywide. Council intends 
making their sale as restrictive as possible (we don’t want to risk an expensive legal challenge). We’re running a public 
consultation; submissions close at 5pm on 12 December: wellington.govt.nz/have-your-say/consultations. 
The upgrade of the Hataitai bus tunnel may take up to six months. Some may be inconvenienced by the noise, but 
strengthening the entrances and hillside will make this major transport route more earthquake resilient. It’s hoped 
most of the work can be done Monday-Saturday (7.30am-6pm), with peak hour bus services unaffected. No work will be 
done from 22 December–5 January.  
Several Mt Victoria residents have reported rowdy behavior in the public area below St Gerard’s, including bottle 
throwing and drug/alcohol abuse. They are asking the Council to fence off access to the bottle-launch site and possibly 
close the path at night. Please let me know your thoughts.  
Finally, I’m delighted the festive season is returning to Wellington this year, with Christmas trees in Midland Park and 
Courtenay Pl, plus the usual Santa Parade followed by Santa’s After Party and lots of carols in Frank Kitts Park. New 
Year’s Eve will be celebrated with fireworks, music, and local movies near Frank Kitts Park Lagoon. 

I wish you all the best for the festive season and 2015.   Nicola (E: Nicola.young@wcc.govt.nz; M: 021 654 844) 
 

Mayor’s message 
Kia ora everybody 
I want to draw your attention to the e-newsletter 
section of the Council website: 
www.wellington.govt.nz/enewsletters. 

Here you can sign up to get notices about things that 
affect or interest you, such as the arts, hospitality, 
events in the city, Māori community news, canine news, 
or library news. 

We're working hard on the draft Long Term Plan (10-
year budget). It will include some funding for projects 
from the important Urban Growth Plan, reserves 
improvements, and economic growth projects. As the 
rating base grows, rates become more affordable. The 
current rates average is $3.45 per resident per day. 
We'll put out the draft Long Term Plan in early 2015. 
I've been attending some urban design, walking, and 
cycling presentations and am very excited about the 
potential for improving suburban centres, unloved 
corners, and safety. Upcoming changes will enhance 
Masons Lane, Kilbirnie Drainage Reserve, and Bond 
Street. Lots of volunteer groups already enhance our 
city with murals, planting, and clean-ups. 

Warm regards and happy holidays! 

Celia Wade-Brown, Mayor of Wellington 

 

Speaking of volunteers 
ChangeMakers Refugee Forum is helping refugee 
women get their driver’s license, paying for some 
professional lessons. Volunteers, though, are needed 
to help the learners practice. At present there is only 
one Mt Victoria volunteer, but there are many more 
refugees living here. 
If you have a license and are interested, contact Naomi 
Tocher (801 5812; Naomi@crf.org.nz). Training is 
provided. The learner provides the car. 

 

 

Next Newsletter: February 2015 

Mt Victoria Residents Association 
1) We are concerned about the NZTA’s legal appeal 
against the flyover decision. We are asking for financial 
support for the MVRA and Save the Basin’s joint legal 
campaign against the appeal. A separate notice with 
the details appears elsewhere in the Newsletter.   
2) Wellington East Girls’ College will soon seek a 
resource consent for a major building project. The 
MVRA has written to the Council’s Chief Executive, the 
Mayor, and Lambton Ward councillors advocating 
public notification of the consent application, at least 
to residents who live alongside the streets that trucks 
will use going to and from the site, but also to 
residents beyond those streets who might be affected. 
Construction nuisances may include noise and dust, 
road congestion, and temporary removal of on-street 
parking. 

The MVRA also wants formal consultation measures 
throughout the construction phase. As with the 
Memorial Park/underpass project on Buckle St, the 
principal contractor should make a senior manager 
available at all times by texting or by phone, to remedy 
nuisances as they arise. There should also be a regular 
weekly public meeting (same place and time) to enable 
discussion of concerns with senior project managers.   
Nearby residents’ full participation in the entire 
resource consent process is essential for a constructive 
outcome. 
3) The MVRA’s Committee wants to maintain effective 
links with members and the wider community. Early 
next year there will be a meeting to work on our 
website and online communications. If you are 
interested, please contact either Grant Burley 
(grant.burley@absoluteit.co.nz) or Kay Jones 
(kay.scarlet@gmail.com). 

4) The MVRA committee members wish our fellow Mt 
Victorians a relaxing holiday season followed by a 
fulfilling 2015.  Craig Palmer, Interim Chair MVRA 
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