
 

 

 
 
 
 

May 2015 
Treasure Hunt finds gems in our own backyard 

It was quite something to see people streaming along 
neighbourhood footpaths clutching gold maps on Sunday 
12 April when more than 150 people joined in the first Mt 
Victoria Treasure Hunt.  The turnout was all that the 
organisers could have hoped for and the participants were 
thrilled with the experience. The event finished with a BBQ, 
accompanied by a variety of tasty salads grown at the 
Innermost Community Gardens at the top of Majoribanks 
St. By hosting the event the garden, and its Plimmer House 
venue, proved itself a significant community asset. 

Highlights for the treasure hunters were the opportunity to 
see inside buildings like St Joseph’s church and BATS 
theatre, and to see how the creche - homeless when the old 
Crossways was sold - has managed to re-establish itself in 
the distinctive house on the corner of Hawker and 
Majoribanks Streets. 

The event was organised by a group drawn from the 
community and convened by Emma Draper, the recently 
appointed manager at the New Crossways Community 
Rooms. Their idea was to turn a spotlight onto 10 facilities 
and groups in our neighbourhood so residents could 
discover what makes up our community, and to meet their 
neighbours in the process. Emma said “The stations that we 
got the best feedback about were the ones that had 
prepared an interactive activity for the visitors, eg the wall 
mural at the creche and play dough to model and take 
away, the guessing competition and colouring in for the 
kids at BATS, and the seeds to take away at Innermost 
Gardens.  I’ve posted some photos on www.Facebook.com/ 
newcrossways/photos”. 

Treasure hunts have been held around the country, with 
the idea spread by www.InspiringCommunities.org,nz    
Most featured children on bikes in suburban parks, but Mt 
Victoria’s was the first in an inner city neighbourhood.  

If there was any doubt that the event might not appeal to 
people beyond school age, the turnout on the day provided 
the answer. Yes, there were lots of children racing to the 
next site to collect another gold star on their map, but 
there were also lots of older residents who wanted to see 
inside some of the buildings, and 20-something flatmates 
enjoying the day out discovering some of Mt Victoria’s 
gems.  

The sites organised activities and challenges, such as chalk 
drawing on a wall, finding hidden answers to questions 
hanging in an olive grove, and finding all the ethnic faces 
in the school mural. Everyone was invited to hang a star on 
a Wishing Tree with ideas to make Mt Victoria an even 
better place to live. 

As the event finished, everyone agreed that we needed 
another Treasure Hunt next year. Suggestions included 
repeats of this year’s highlights, seeing inside other 
churches, tours of some standout restored houses and 
creating some art. 

At New Crossways, many of the 22 user groups met the 
stream of visitors with pamphlets and enrolment forms. 
The timetable of activities can be seen online at 
www.newcrossways.org.nz   The centre’s Trustees are keen 
to find ways to work more with the local community and 
were pleased with the success of the Treasure Hunt as a 
start. 

Everyone knows that Mt Victoria is a great place to live 
because it is close to town and bathed in afternoon sun. 
But this day proved it is much more. It is a place where 
people can get to know their neighbours, join in activities 
and enjoy the gems in our own backyard. Most of our gems 
- the creche, the historical society, New Crossways and the 
community garden - owe their existence to the efforts of 
people in the community. Let’s not leave it to the same few 
familiar faces but get involved ourselves to both enjoy life 
and build a better place to live

What did people think were the best bits of the Treasure Hunt?  
• Everything!  And loved the bbq community atmosphere 
• Making quilt pictures, going into places I don’t normally visit; 

finding locations 
• Meeting new people and realising who else lived nearby 
• Enjoyed making the display at the crèche; good fun exploring 

places we had not been to (church and creche) 
• Learning about all of the different organisations 
• The sense of community 
• Finding out more about Mt Vic; seeing people we know! 
• Seeing behind the scenes of my hood 
• It was awesome, really fun and educational 
• The activities in the places we visited eg artworks, quiz; also doing 

things with people in the community 
• It was awesome to see how many groups of purely adults were 

coming around – shows how open everyone is in the community to 
an event like this  

• Wonderful organisation of the whole event.  Thank you! 



 

 
 
 
Community Events  
Transition Towns: Tuesday, 5 May, 7:30pm, 
New Crossways, 6 Roxburgh St. All welcome. 

We will continue the session on gardening and soil and 
in particular view the rest of the film about soil and its 
critical importance to sustainable and healthy living. 
(This is the same program as last month, as that 
session was canceled.) For further information, contact 
Frank Cook: 027 649 6508. 

 

Innermost Gardens:  
The Mt Victoria Community Garden and the Charles 
Plimmer House are located on the greenbelt to the 
right off the top of Majoribanks St.  
All welcome. www.innermostgardens.org.nz  

Compost bins available at the Gardens are only for 
household vegetable scraps. Please cover fresh waste 
with the coffee husks from the adjacent black bin. 
Gardening Sundays:  
1st & 3rd of each month, 11am-2pm. 

Hiring Plimmer House/Innermost Gardens:  
$15/hour, $50/4 hours; we can be flexible. Contact 
Margaret or Ian (iandmgarrett@gmail.com).  

 

Scottish Country Dancing: 
St Marks Community Hall, Dufferin St, Basin Reserve. 
All welcome. 

Wednesdays at 7.30pm. Beginners welcome; qualified 
tutor. For further info, call Elaine: 389-3597.  

 

Mt Vic Bush Regeneration Group 
CHANGE OF DATE: The monthly “plant care” working 
bee will be held on Sunday, 24 May, beginning at 
10am. Meet at the map near Moeller meadow up the 
drive from Moeller-Palliser Rd, in our town belt. We are 
getting a few sites ready for planting in July. Bring 
gloves and your favorite tool. Otherwise, contact Ellen: 
021 106 7139. 

 

 
 
Unclassified Advertisements 
Free 3-line ads to newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz by 20th 

of preceding month. Include an expiry date for editor 
& buyers. Mt Victoria connection, please. 

• Celebrate! WEGC’s 90th reunion, 23-24 Oct 2015. 
coincides with Labour Weekend. Email 
oncewereeasters@wegc.school.nz for info. 

• House-sit/Rent: Could we & our 2 boys look after 
your 3-4 bedroom home from April to Sept while we 
renovate our own home? Call Julia: 0274 830 100. 

• Babysitter: reliable teenager; any night of the week. 
Call Milly on 04 3856423. 

• Garage to rent: secure, dry garage in Mt Victoria to 
rent. $40 pw. Ph/text 021 0701 860. 
 
 

Mt Victoria Historical Society  
Mt Victoria Historical Society offers a huge range of 
events, guided walks, and a quarterly newsletter 
packed full of interest. For info or to join, contact 
jonewman@xtra.co.nz or visit the website at 
www.MtVictoria.history.org.nz.  

 
 

Help still needed to defeat flyover 
Help the Mt Victoria Residents Association Inc oppose 
the Basin Reserve flyover and promote ground-level 
alternatives. Please donate towards legal representa-
tion and other costs associated with fighting NZTA’s 
High Court appeal of the decision against consent for 
the flyover. Send a cheque to MVRA, Box 19056, 
Wellington 6149, or deposit to MVRA’s BNZ bank 
account – 020560 0030689 00 – with your name and 
“Court appeal” in the reference. To receive a formal 
receipt, email your details to Sue Watt, MVRA 
Treasurer, at whathouse@xtra.co.nz.  

 

 
 
New First World War book by Mt Victorian author  
Mt Victoria resident Imelda Bargas has just co-authored a book with Ministry for Culture 
and Heritage colleague Tim Shoebridge about what it was like here in New Zealand during 
the Great War. 
New Zealand’s First World War Heritage, just published to commemorate 100 years since 
“the war to end all wars,” reveals the previously untold story of life on the home front. 
“We travelled throughout the country to find out more about the heritage sites that told us 
the stories of what went on here and how the war affected people’s lives at home. 

“Many Wellington stories feature in the book, including some on our own doorsteps. For 
example, the distinctive hat known as the lemon squeezer was made at Wellington’s 
National Hat Mills, based in the three-storey brick building at 15 Adelaide Rd (across from 
McDonalds).” 

The book is available in bookshops. Imelda will be talking to an upcoming meeting of the 
Mt Victoria Historical Society. Details to come or check www.mtvictoria.history.org.nz  
 



Deadline for  next newsletter : 18th of month.  Email: newsletter@mtvictor ia.org.nz. 
The Mt Victoria Newsletter has been an independent publication for over 35 years. Supported by its sponsors, 
advertisers, and volunteers, it is not formally affiliated with the Mt Victoria Residents Association, New Crossways, or 
www.mtvictoria.org.nz.  
If you’d like to volunteer to help with writing, editing, managing, and/or distributing the Newsletter please contact us. Our 
website is at www.mtvicnews.org.nz; you can find current and back issues there.       
       Harriet Margolis & Patrick McCombs, for the Newsletter team 
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Councillor Iona Pannett 
Advocacy on behalf of the Mt Victoria community over the last few years on two important heritage issues is starting to 
bear some fruit.  There has been a request to put money into a heritage inventory to record and assess all buildings in 
Mt Victoria.  The last few years have seen a very strong emphasis on earthquake strengthening in the city but I agree 
that there is a long term need to protect the special character of our suburb.  An inventory will be a critical tool to do 
that as well as to assist Council in assessing resource consents for changes to old buildings.  I will be putting up a bid 
through our Long Term Budget process to fund this work and hope to secure the support of my colleagues.     

The call to prepare a Reserves Plan to further protect the Basin Reserve in the context of a $21m upgrade to the 
ground is also welcome as a Reserves Plan will create a long term framework for managing the ground.  I hope that 
work will be able to start on this Plan soon.   

As I write this, Council is about to hopefully approve a cycling master plan for the city.  This plan has been highly 
contentious but is essential if cycling is to be made safer.  One of the interesting issues for Mt Vic people will be the 
possibility of using the Town Belt for increased commuter space for cyclists.  I’m sure discussion on this point will be 
lively.   

Iona       Ph: 384-3382/021-227-8509 or iona.pannett@wcc.govt.nz 

 

Not NIMBYs put their hands up 

Dear Editors 

You kindly published my letter in your April newsletter 
regarding a possible campaign for some balance to be 
introduced around progress on correcting the traffic 
issues which are holding back the Wellington region 
and are negatively dominated by the NIMBYs of Mt 
Victoria. You also showed interest in hearing about the 
response I received. 
Well I’m pleased to advise that while I wasn’t inundated 
with zillions of responses, I did receive a greater 
response than I had anticipated and yes, there is 
enough interest to take this further, so I will be doing 
so. 

I’m currently working on a strategy and will keep you 
posted. In the meantime if Mt Victoria residents would 
like to add their support please feel free to email me: 
beverley@baylymain.com. 

Beverley Main, Brougham St 
 

Mt Victoria tunnel maintenance  
night-work planned 
NZTA has begun on the next phase of work to upgrade 
the Mt Victoria road tunnel. This follows the earlier 
installation of fire sprinklers and the removal of the 
earthquake-prone false ceiling. 
The work includes: 

• Replacing ventilation fans 
• Installing brighter, more efficient LED lights 
• Strengthening the pedestrian walkway and 

entrance retaining walls 
• Replacing wall panels 
• Updating emergency communications systems 

and control room. 

The upgrade work will be done overnight from now 
until mid-2016 with the road closed 10pm-6am. NZTA 
says that every effort will be made to ensure 
construction noise is kept to a minimum. Traffic will be 
diverted through Newtown and a shuttle service will be 
provided for pedestrians and cyclists.  

Website:  www.nzta.govt.nz/mvt-upgrade2  
Phone:   0800 020 086 

Mt Victoria residents staying longer 
The Mt Victoria neighbourhood stretching from the 
Monastery to the road tunnel, and from Kent Tce to the 
Town Belt, is home to 5400 people in 2200 houses and 
flats. (That’s how many copies of the Newsletter are 
printed and delivered each month!)  Results from the 
2013 census have revealed that 1410 residents can call 
themselves permanent, having been at the same 
address for 5 years. This is up from 1185 long term 
residents in 2001.  There has been no reduction in the 
number of rental properties - on census night in 2013 
there were 4000 short term, mostly renting, residents.   

Compared to 2006, the 2013 census revealed:   
• Total population increased by 174 to 5400  
• Children under 10  increased by 45 to 297 
• Over 60s rose 129 to 777 
• Numbers aged between 10 to 60 were 

unchanged 
• The number of households increased  

by 12 to 2200 
• Owner-occupied houses & flats fell by 9 and 

rentals increased by 21 
• Households with income from benefits fell  

by 9 to 147,  
• Households receiving superannuation 

increased by 30 to 168 
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