
 

 

 
 
 
 

July 2015 
Restored Carillon will feature again 

In the June edition of your Newsletter the Mt Victoria Residents Association drew readers’ attention to the fact the 
Carillon, located at the National War Memorial, is not currently being played on a regular basis. 

I would like to assure your readers Manatū Taonga Ministry for Culture and Heritage is committed to this iconic instrument 
being part of the regular Wellington musical scene again as soon as possible. 
Unfortunately, when the National War Memorial tower, which houses the Carillon, was strengthened recently to meet 
revised earthquake standards, the Carillon mechanism was damaged by concrete dust. 
Fortunately some of the larger bells are now fully operational and available for special ceremonial occasions. This included 
for the 2015 Anzac Commemorations where it featured as part of the amazing Light and Sound Show sponsored by 
Wellington City Council. 

Please be assured the Carillon has not been packed away. Our first-rate National Carillonist, Timothy Hurd QSM, will be 
playing again as soon as the instrument is fully functional. Other musicians are also keen to be involved. 

Once the restorative work is complete the Carillon will again be an integral part of Wellington’s cultural scene and a 
feature of Pukeahu National War Memorial Park. 

Brodie Stubbs, Manager Heritage Projects 
Manatū Taonga Ministry for Culture and Heritage 

Newsflash! 
The Newsletter has a new email address: mtvicnewsletter@gmail.com.  

And while we’re on the subject of social media, the Mt Victoria Residents Association has established an active Facebook 
presence - www.facebook.com/MtVictoriaResidents - where residents and non-residents alike can see some great 
photographs along with much useful information about what’s happening of more specific interest to residents. 

We’d like to congratulate the MVRA’s FB page for being an exceptionally useful and current website among the many 
websites that identify themselves in terms of Wellington’s popular suburb on the fringe of the southeastern CBD. No one 
of these websites is “official,” and some of them have been long dormant. 

Is it possible to have an official Mt Victoria website? And if so, what would it look like?  What do you need from a Mt Vic 
website? What do you think others should learn about us from such a website? Let us hear from you. 

Calls for community involvement in Basin Reserve planning 
Mt Cook Mobilised has called for the creation of a local forum to be involved in the planned development of the Basin 
Reserve. The residents association for Tasman St and the surrounding neighbourhood has written to the Basin Reserve 
Trust to propose that a Community Forum be set-up, to include representatives from the neighbouring suburbs of Mt 
Cook, Mt Victoria, and Newtown, as well as other interested groups (potentially schools, apartment complexes, and local 
businesses). To be effective the Forum would need both the Wellington City Council and the Basin Reserve Trust to 
support the idea. The proposals included in the Council’s Long Term Plan to install floodlights and to revamp the Basin’s 
public areas were drawn up with no consultation with local communities. 

In a letter to the Basin Reserve Trust, Mt Cook Mobilised welcomed plans to “improve the Basin Reserve’s facilities for 
premier test cricket, and make the Basin more inviting for the people of Wellington to enjoy as a ‘village green’ at other 
times.” They said that the legislation that fast-tracked Pukeahu National War Memorial Park - “a beautiful commemorative 
space on our door step” - required the establishment of a Community Forum to keep people informed and help resolve 
issues of concern. By the time the Park was completed, those closest to the development felt that their needs had been 
considered and they had been kept well informed; “essentially all the inconvenience of construction had been well worth 
it.”  
“An enduring legacy of the Community Forum has been the networks that were strengthened between local groups over 
the past two years.”  
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Community Events  
Transition Towns: Tuesday, 14 July, 7:30pm, 
New Crossways, 6 Roxburgh St. All welcome. 

We will view the documentary film Inuit Knowledge and 
Climate Change. This 2010 documentary takes the 
viewer along with elders and hunters to explore the 
social and ecological impacts of a warming Arctic. The 
film helps us to appreciate Inuit culture and expertise 
regarding environmental change and indigenous ways 
of adapting to it. For further information, contact Frank 
Cook: 027 649 6508. 

Innermost Gardens:  
The Mt Victoria Community Garden and the Charles 
Plimmer House are located on the greenbelt to the 
right off the top of Majoribanks St.  
All welcome. www.innermostgardens.org.nz  

Compost bins available at the Gardens are only for 
household vegetable scraps. Please cover fresh waste 
with the coffee husks from the adjacent black bin. 

Gardening Sundays:  
1st & 3rd of each month, 11am-2pm. 

Hiring Plimmer House/Innermost Gardens:  
$15/hour, $50/4 hours; we can be flexible. Contact 
Margaret or Ian (iandmgarrett@gmail.com).  

Scottish Country Dancing: 
St Marks Community Hall, Dufferin St, Basin Reserve. 
All welcome. 

Wednesdays at 7.30pm. Beginners welcome; qualified 
tutor. For further info, call Elaine: 389-3597.  

Mt Vic Bush Regeneration Group 
We will be planting natives on 11 & 12 July, from 10am. 
Meet at the map up the track from Palliser Rd. Bring 
gloves and diggers, and wear boots. Contact Ellen for 
more details: 021 106 7139. 

Mt Victoria Historical Society  
Mt Victoria Historical Society offers a huge range of 
events, guided walks, and a quarterly newsletter 
packed full of interest. For info or to join, contact 
jonewman@xtra.co.nz or visit the website at 
www.MtVictoria.history.org.nz.  

Crossways Community Crèche  
Crossways Community Crèche is a parent-run early 
learning centre at 61 Majoribanks St for children aged 
1-5.  We have an excellent child-to-teacher ratio: 18 
children/session, 3 qualified teachers, and up to 2 
volunteers. Sessions run 8:30am - 1:15pm, Mon-Fri. 
Please contact enrolments@crosswayscreche.org.nz or 
04 384 8201. 

Community briefing on tunnel 
Memorial Park Alliance invites those interested in the 
Mt Victoria Tunnel upgrade project to attend a 
community briefing to be held at: 
St Joseph’s Church Hall, Ellice St 
Tues, 7 July 2015; 6–7.00pm 
RSVP: info@memorialpark.co.nz 
 

 

Unclassified Advertisements 

Free 3-line ads to newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz by 20th 
of preceding month. Include an expiry date for editor 
& buyers. Mt Victoria connection, please. 

• Celebrate! WEGC’s 90th reunion, 23-24 Oct 2015. 
coincides with Labour Weekend. Email 
oncewereeasters@wegc.school.nz for info. 

• Babysitter: Experienced Nanny (mid 20s) available 
evngs/wknd. Lev 2 First Aid cert. Please call Alice on 
0273780374 or email aliceburdenuk@gmail.com 

• Babysitter: Experienced; have first aid training; Year 
11 WEGC student. Contact Niamh Murphy: 
0212396929. 

• Babysitter: reliable teenager; any night of the week. 
Call Milly on 04 3856423. 

• Garage to rent: secure, dry garage in Mt Victoria to 
rent. $40 pw. Ph/text 021 0701 860. 

• Pilates, Yoga, & Zumba @ New Crossways! New 
Zumba starting Fri 9.15am. Contact 0223439258, 
info@soulmarita.com, www.soulmarita.com. 

Help still needed to defeat flyover 
Help the Mt Victoria Residents Association Inc to 
participate in the High Court appeal hearing instigated 
by the NZ Transport Agency and for the Association to 
continue its support for ground-level alternatives.  

The High Court appeal hearing is set down for Mon, 20 
July, with 10 working days set aside.  
Please donate towards legal representation and other 
costs associated with fighting NZTA’s High Court 
appeal of the decision against consent for the flyover. 
Send a cheque to MVRA, Box 19056, Wellington 6149, 
or deposit to MVRA’s BNZ bank account –  
020560 0030689 00 – with “Court appeal” and your 
name in the reference.  

To receive a formal receipt, email your details to Sue 
Watt, MVRA Treasurer, at whathouse@xtra.co.nz.   
 

New Crossways Community Centre 
School Holiday Programmes 

Tea Horse Road and Friend 
Traditional Taiwanese tea ceremony and crafts. 

Mon, 13 July, 9am-12pm 
5-12yrs (kids under 5 with parent/guardian) 
$30 per child (includes High Tea, materials, and 
tea samples to take home)  

A High Tea morning tea will include Asian and western 
snacks, along with caffeine-free herbal infusions. 
Akane of Miss Millie Japanese Style Modern Crafts will 
run a craft session in which kids will learn how to 
create Japanese style bookmarks, origamis, and a 
mascot key ring. 
Numbers are limited. For more info, contact Cherry on 
021 878 667 or email cherry@teahorseroad.co.nz. 

Latin Culture: arts, movement, and well-being 
July 6th and 8th, 9am-12.30 pm for 5-9 years old, 
with older siblings welcome ($70 for both sessions) 
July 15th, 9am-12pm for 3-5 years old ($30) 

Kids will participate in a traditional Inca ceremony, 
celebrate Peru’s independence day, and sing in 
Spanish. They will learn the “Huayno” dance from the 
Andes and an “Afro-Peruvian” dance from the coast, as 
well as get to express themselves through drawing and 
painting on paper.  
Numbers are limited. For further information, try 
www.soulmarita.com; Marita (022 343 9258, 
info@soulmarita.com); or the New Crossways 
Community Centre (www.crossways.org.nz). 
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Councillor Nicola Young 
Mt Victoria residents’ lobbying for a heritage audit has paid off, with the $50,000 funding (over 2015-16) approved 
unanimously as part of the Council’s Long Term Plan. The audit should get the final tick at our June 24 meeting (after 
this newsletter’s deadline).  

Council officers will work on the audit’s scope, so it’s not just a coffee table item but also to ensure it doesn’t cause a 
schism amongst residents. Lessons have been learnt from the 2008 Thorndon audit, which caused a number of 
ructions! 

It’s intriguing that, in Wellington’s earliest days, Catholics and Jews clustered in Mt Victoria whereas Anglicans settled 
in Thorndon. I grew up in what’s now Batham Drive, and my (Catholic) great-grandparents built their home in Bosworth 
Terrace. Wellington’s Catholic cathedral was originally planned for the site where St Joseph’s now stands, and Levy 
Street was once part of Lipman Levy’s garden that stretched from Kent Terrace to Brougham Street.  

It’s likely the audit will identify heritage buildings and important streetscapes. The Mt Victoria Residents Association 
has worked tirelessly on getting this audit, so it was good to have Cllr Iona Pannett’s support for this project that’s 
been a priority for me since becoming a councillor in 2013.  

It’s also pleasing to learn that the Carillon’s silence is temporary. Its 74 bells and their fixtures are being refurbished, 
as almost half had been damaged by concrete dust (during the campanile’s repair) and our brutal maritime climate. 
The repairs should be complete by year-end.  

  Nicola   nicola.young@wcc.govt T: 021 654 844 

 
A wider viewpoint from Mt Victoria 
[Some months ago Beverley Main wrote to the 
Newsletter, arguing that viewpoints on issues covered 
by the Newsletter might be broader than our coverage 
suggests. Here is her follow-up on her efforts to “get 
the silent majority’s views heard.”] 

Support for a wider viewpoint from Mt Victorians 
regarding traffic issues, the Basin, and other things 
‘keeping us awake at night’ (and I don’t refer to the 
street cleaning machines) continues to grow with more 
contact received from Mt Vic residents, so I thought 
readers might like an update on progress. 
I’ve met and talked with a very positive and supportive 
city councillor and with helpful NZTA staff, and I’ve 
been approached by the Mt Victoria Residents 
Association committee with an invitation to meet with 
them, which I intend to do shortly. I’ve also been 
thinking about the best way to help get the silent 
majority’s views heard without creating a monster or 
duplicating the work already being done by others. A 
simple website or blog seems like a possible solution, 
and the Neighbourly website might be a good way to 
communicate with each other too, especially on issues 
where opinion might be divided. I’ll be investigating 
these options next. If residents haven’t already joined 
Neighbourly, it’s really worthwhile and easy 
(www.neighbourly.co.nz). 
Speaking of the Basin and the transport woes, I’ve 
recently returned from a visit to Spain where by chance 
I saw an amazing example of a flyover which I’m happy 
to share with your readers – email me 
(beverley@baylymain.com). It’s a real flyover, not an 
artist’s drawing, so it’s an accurate reflection of scale, 
unlike the hugely out of proportion one distributed by 
the Save the Basin campaigners last year. (Note how 
green it is and the absence of graffiti and rubbish, as 
well as the lack of evidence of any homeless people 
living beneath it). 
I’m still keen to hear from others who might want to 
add their support to our ‘voice of reason’ and can be 
contacted by email at beverley@baylymain.com 

Mt Victoria residents: current issues 
Following recent flooding, the MVRA offers 3 
suggestions for preventative measures: Individuals can 
adopt nearby storm water sumps and immediately 
advise the City Council when these become clogged 
with rubbish and autumn leaves. Ask for an enquiry 
reference number. The subcontractor is contractually 
bound to respond within 3 working days.  

A longer-term measure is to gradually and voluntarily 
replace front and back yard hard surfaces with those 
that are more porous, permitting natural seepage. 
Finally, rainwater collection tanks are another voluntary 
initiative that can help. 

MVRA has considered the enhancement of our streets 
with the addition of more seating. Seats are great for 
people to take a break from walking up our hill or just 
to watch the world go by. They do have their downside, 
however, as they seem to attract congregations of 
nighttime drinkers. 
It would be a shame to let the negative spoil the 
pleasures of seating so we have tried to identify some 
places where a seat would be welcome and add to the 
street experience. Have a look on 
www.facebook.com/MtVictoriaResidents  Feedback 
welcome on Facebook or email mtvicra@gmail.com  
We identified these places as:  

- the eastern corner of Shannon and Moeller 
- St Gerard’s by the Hawker St bus stop  
- along the St Gerard’s walkway facing the glorious 

western view; room for 2 seats here 
- by the dairy on the corner of Hawker and 

Roxburgh Sts, on Roxburgh 
- at the top of the Prince St steps 
- at the top of the Hood St steps 
- on the corner of Roxburgh and Majoribanks St,  

on Roxburgh outside 5 Boroughs 
- on the corner of Hania and Pirie St - room for 

2seats on the sunny southeastern corner 

We note that two seats were recently lost from 
Brougham St, near the Pirie St corner. 

Craig Palmer, Interim Chair 
Mt Victoria Residents Association 
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Want to advertise here?  Contact MtVicNewsletter@gmail.com 


