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Heritage audit: Mt Victoria’s 
significance recognised 
Our three Lambton Ward Councillors are to be applauded 
for voting in favour of a heritage audit of Mt Victoria 
buildings. Both the Mt Victoria Residents Association (in 
particular Elaine Hampton) and the Mt Victoria Historical 
Society have been seeking this result for many years. 
The audit will further define how our highly visible and 
historic inner-city neighbourhood contributes to the 
city’s distinctive character. Its purpose is to establish a 
historical record, a snapshot in time. It will not impinge 
on the current provisions of the District Plan covering 
inner-city residential neighbourhoods. 

Some parts of Mt Victoria are already recognised as 
areas of “special character significance” in the District 
Plan Residential Design Guide provisions for multi-unit 
housing, but no detailed survey of them has been 
undertaken. The character areas include the following: 

Mt Victoria North/Saint Gerard’s (also recognised as 
significant elsewhere in the District Plan)  

Scarborough Terr, Porritt Ave, Armour Ave 
Queen St, Elizabeth St, and Moir St. 

Outside these areas, other buildings will also be 
researched and documented, such as our distinctive art 
deco apartments: Belvedere in Austin St, Owd Trafford at 
17 Brougham St, and Ionian Flats at 123 Brougham St. 
Funding for the audit, now embedded in the city’s 10-
year financial plan, is scheduled to scheduled to 
commence in July next year. 

When completed, the heritage audit report will likely be 
available in public libraries, as well as on Wellington City 
Council, MVHS, and MVRA websites. 

Mt Victoria, and particularly the monastery, is the focal 
point of various viewshafts stretching from Lambton 
Quay to the harbour's edge. Moreover, tourist guides in 
other languages highlight the views from the central city 
across the harbour to the monastery and the houses 
nestled around it. 
It is anticipated that the heritage audit will raise 
awareness of how distinctive this part of the inner city is, 
and also that it deserves recognition as one the city’s 
assets. 

Craig Palmer, Mt Victoria Residents Association 
Joanna Newman, Mt Victoria Historical Society 

Mt Victoria’s Robieson St honours 
World War One soldier 
2015 has been a year of remembering the 100,000 men 
who left New Zealand to fight in Turkey and on the 
Western Front in World War One. While we particularly 
marked ANZAC Day, it was only the beginning of New 
Zealanders’ involvement in the Gallipoli campaign let 
alone the more costly fighting thereafter on the Western 

Front. 

Mt Victoria’s Robieson St honours 
the memory of Lance Corporal 
Norman Athelston Robieson of the 
Wellington Mounted Rifles who 

fought in Egypt and then at Gallipoli. Lance Corporal 
Robieson was a Wairarapa-born resident of Wellington; 
before signing up, he worked in the Treasurer’s 
Department of the Wellington City Council. He appears 
also to have been educated at Victoria University. His 
name is commemorated on a large bronze plaque now 
hanging in the Council atrium, along with all the Council 
staff who served.  

Lance Corporal Robieson was wounded twice during the 
Gallipoli campaign, the second time almost certainly at 
the brutal battle for Chunuk Bair. He was evacuated to 
the hospital ship HMHS Asturias but died of his wounds 
on 21 Aug 1915, aged 31, and was buried at sea. His 
name is among 753 New Zealanders on the monument 
at Lone Pine Cemetery to those with no known grave.  

Robieson Street was originally Victoria Road, and was 
one of 5 streets with duplicate names that were renamed 
by Council, at its meeting of 14 June 1917, in honour of 
Wellington servicemen who had died in the war.  

It is one of 18 Wellington streets known to have been 
named for people, places, and events from the First 
World War. Some were named for generals, some for 
battles or places, and some for ordinary Wellingtonians 
like Norman Robieson who gave their lives. I’ve been 
working with Council staff on erecting special World War 
One poppy symbol signs on these streets on the 
centenary of those events where there is a specific 
important date.  

At the going down of the sun on 21 August 
(approximately 5.45 pm), we will have a short 
commemoration of Lance Corporal Robieson at the end 
of Robieson St and unveil a sign. All very welcome.  
   Andy Foster, City Councillor 
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Community Events  
Transition Towns: Tuesday, 11 August, 7:30pm, 
New Crossways, 6 Roxburgh St. All welcome. 

We will view Last Call, a 2013 documentary that revisits 
the ideas of the Club of Rome (Limits to Growth) by 
interviewing its surviving members and includes 
footage from the period when the group’s work was 
first released. Like The Limits to Growth 40 years 
earlier, Last Call raises questions about sustainable 
growth and consumerism, while providing historical 
insights into the origins of the modern environmental 
movement and its ongoing challenges. All welcome. 
For more information, contact Frank Cook: 027 649 
6508. 

Innermost Gardens:  
The Mt Victoria Community Garden and the Charles 
Plimmer House are located on the greenbelt to the 
right off the top of Majoribanks St.  
All welcome. www.innermostgardens.org.nz  

Compost bins available at the Gardens are only for 
household vegetable scraps. Please cover fresh waste 
with the coffee husks from the adjacent black bin. 
Gardening Sundays:  
1st & 3rd of each month, 11am-2pm. 

Hiring Plimmer House/Innermost Gardens:  
$15/hour, $50/4 hours; we can be flexible. Contact 
Margaret or Ian (iandmgarrett@gmail.com).  

Scottish Country Dancing: 
St Marks Community Hall, Dufferin St, Basin Reserve. 
All welcome. 

Wednesdays at 7.30pm. Beginners welcome; qualified 
tutor. For further info, call Elaine: 389-3597.  

Mt Victoria Historical Society  
Mt Victoria Historical Society will hold its Annual 
General Meeting on Sunday, Aug 23, 2pm, at New 
Crossways, 6 Roxburgh St.  
After the AGM, Joanna Newman will give an illustrated 
talk to commemorate the 150th anniversary of 
Wellington becoming the capital city. ‘A Capital Place’ 
will paint a picture of Wellington in 1865 and highlight 
what you can still see today around Wellington dating 
from that time.  
Followed by afternoon tea. Non-members are very 
welcome (small koha). For more information contact 
Joanna Newman: 027 7577 984; jonewman@xtra.co.nz. 
Mt Victoria Historical Society offers a huge range of 
events, guided walks, and a quarterly newsletter 
packed full of interest. For info or to join, contact 
jonewman@xtra.co.nz or visit the website at 
www.MtVictoria.history.org.nz.  

Crossways Community Crèche  
Crossways Community Crèche is a parent-run early 
learning centre at 61 Majoribanks St for children aged 
1-5.  We have an excellent child-to-teacher ratio: 18 
children/session, 3 qualified teachers, and up to 2 
volunteers. Sessions run 8:30am - 1:15pm, Mon-Fri. 
Please contact enrolments@crosswayscreche.org.nz or 
04 384 8201. 

Websites 
The Newsletter’s online presence is located at 
www.tvicnews.org.nz. Should there be some sort of 
official Mt Victoria community website? And if so, what 
would it look like?  What do you need from a Mt 
Victoria website? What do you think others should learn 
about us from such a website? Let us hear from you.

Unclassified Advertisements 

Free 3-line ads to newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz by 20th 
of preceding month. Include an expiry date for editor 
& buyers. Mt Victoria connection, please. 

• Help, pls! Small, quiet, hard-working family needs 
2bdrm flat/home with own garden in Mt Vic. Please 
call 0277334413 or 3836951. 

• Celebrate! WEGC’s 90th reunion, 23-24 Oct 2015. 
coincides with Labour Weekend. Email 
oncewereeasters@wegc.school.nz for info. 

• Babysitter: Experienced Nanny (mid 20s) available 
evngs/wknd. Lev 2 First Aid cert. Please call Alice on 
0273780374 or email aliceburdenuk@gmail.com 

• Babysitter: Experienced; have first aid training; Year 
11 WEGC student. Contact Niamh Murphy: 
0212396929. 

• Babysitter: reliable teenager; any night of the week. 
Call Milly on 04 3856423. 

• Garage to rent: secure, dry garage in Mt Victoria to 
rent. $40 pw. Ph/text 021 0701 860. 

• Movement Awareness classes (Feldenkrais Method) 
at Crossways, Mondays, 6pm. Improve posture and 
flexibility, relieve pain, destress. Sue 0274667123. 

Help still needed to defeat flyover 
Help the Mt Victoria Residents Association Inc to 
participate in the High Court appeal hearing instigated 
by the NZ Transport Agency and for the Association to 
continue its support for ground-level alternatives.  

The High Court appeal hearing is set down for Mon, 20 
July, with 10 working days set aside.  
Please donate towards legal representation and other 
costs associated with fighting NZTA’s High Court 
appeal of the decision against consent for the flyover. 
Send a cheque to MVRA, Box 19056, Wellington 6149, 
or deposit to MVRA’s BNZ bank account –  
020560 0030689 00 – with “Court appeal” and your 
name in the reference.  

To receive a formal receipt, email your details to Sue 
Watt, MVRA Treasurer, at whathouse@xtra.co.nz.   
 

Donate to the Mission 
New Crossways Community Centre, 6a Roxburgh St, is 
calling for donations of food and goods for the 

Wellington City 
Mission.  

To operate their 
Foodbank and Drop-
in Centre, the 

Wellington City Mission relies on the generosity of 
Wellingtonians and deeply appreciates all donations. 
Without your support, the WCM could not supply the 
increased demand for emergency food parcels.  

The WCM is currently short of the following:  
Spreads (e.g., peanut butter) 
Tinned fish/meat (tuna is good), 
Muesli bars/raisins/fruit pots (things for school 
lunches) 
Cereals 
Tinned fruit 
Tinned vegetables 
Tinned soup 

Please contact Emma on 021 765 525 or email 
crossways@crossways.org.nz if you have any questions 
or might be able to volunteer for the drop-off 
afternoon. 
 

We will host a drop-off 
afternoon on Tuesday, 18 
August, from 3:30-6pm. 
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MVRA AGM AND PUBLIC MEETING 
7 PM THURSDAY, 17 SEPT 
Tararua Tramping Club  

(Moncrieff St) 
Following what is hoped to be a short Annual General 
Meeting for the Mt Victoria Residents Association there 
will be an invited speaker and general discussion on a 
topic yet to be decided.  
One possibility is the history and the potential of small 
buildings in backyard spaces. Mt Victoria has a long 
history of children's playing rooms, tree forts, and one-
room sleepouts. 
The Association is keen to have among its members 
people who are recent homeowners and those in rented 
accommodation with young families. 

Craig Palmer, Interim Chair 
Mt Victoria Residents Association 

Councillor Iona Pannett 
A big thanks to the Mt Vic community for their advocacy on two issues. As reported in the Mt Victoria Newsletter last 
month, my amendment (seconded by Nicola Young) for a $50k audit on Mt Vic’s heritage won unanimous support from 
Council. I was initially concerned about the money, given that much of our heritage budget has been prioritised for 
earthquake strengthening, but was convinced by the community the work needed to be completed in the next two 
years as a priority. To this end, I have been working with Council officers and staff at Victoria University to get the 
study started soon and look forward to the community getting involved with it.   
On a second point, Council has agreed to do a Reserve Management Plan for the Basin Reserve, again after strong 
community advocacy. This work will be done over the next year. 
As I have sat through the NZTA’s High Court appeal on the flyover, I have been very proud of our community, which 
has again stepped up and put together a fantastic case with a leading lawyer. Their commitment and perseverance has 
meant there is a strong likelihood that the Basin will be protected for the future.   

Finally, I appreciate the patience shown during the Mt Victoria tunnel upgrade. I remain disappointed that NZTA refuses 
to do much about air quality and pedestrian/cyclist amenity issues. Instead, we are being told that a second tunnel is 
the only way to resolve these issues. I hope that NZTA will see its way to thinking creatively about this long-standing 
problem.       Contact: iona.pannett@wcc.govt.nz/021-227-8509 

 
Suspicious door knocker 
Just letting you know I got a knock on the door here at 
Ellice St at 10.30am on 20 July 2015 from an older man 
who said he was looking for work in the area. I said no 
I didn't have any. He was wearing a high vis vest and 
was carrying what looked like a clipboard/file thing. 
However after thinking about him I am not sure he was 
bonafide. I believe he may have been trying to case out 
the place by coming up to the front door as our house 
is elevated from the street. 
If anyone saw him approaching houses or walking 
around a house they would think he was from the 
Council or doing power meter readings or something 
like that. I just think that someone looking for work 
wouldn't normally be wearing that sort of gear as it 
made him look 'official'. May be nothing to worry about 
but just letting you all know, as there have been 
a couple of recent break-ins in Majoribanks and Ellice 
Sts. Also there was the attack on the woman in 
Brougham St. 
I reported this incident to the police and they advised 
me that if anyone comes knocking again at the door to 
ring them immediately after the person has left and 
they can send someone round to approach the person 
to check his validity. They said it is a common ploy to 
knock on doors pretending to be doing something 
generic like looking for a flat, lost pet, etc., to see if 
someone is home. BTW I would suggest joining the 
website www.neighbourly.co.nz, where I read about the 
Brougham St incident. 

An Ellice St resident 
[Thanks to this writer for calling our attention to the 
Neighbourly site. We recommend that you check it out, 
as it offers another place for individuals and groups to 
get their information out to the Mt Vic community and 
beyond. There’s overlap with what the Newsletter can 
do and the site is constantly updated.] 

Basin Reserve flyover  
The saga of the Basin Reserve flyover was aired over 
nearly two weeks in the High Court in July. The NZ 
Transport Authority had lodged an appeal against the 
Board of Inquiry’s decision to deny resource consent 
after a long hearing last year.  Under the Resource 

Management Act the appeal could not re-hear any of 
the evidence; NZTA had to show that the Inquiry Board 
had misunderstood their task as laid down in the RMA. 

NZTA focussed on two aspects.  One was whether the 
Board was right to be concerned about the flyover’s 
effect on the heritage value of the whole area between 
Taranaki St and the Town Belt when the Council’s 
district scheme lists only some specific buildings and 
other features in the area.  The Council weighed in on 
this too, concerned that a wider view of heritage value 
could scare off developers. 

The other major question was the consideration of 
alternative schemes.  The Board did not have to be 
satisfied that the flyover was best, just that the 
alternatives had been “adequately” considered. At the 
hearing the Board had found that NZTA could not 
explain how they had evaluated other schemes, so it 
could not be satisfied that the evaluation was 
adequate.  The High Court was asked to consider 
whether that was a reasonable conclusion. 

NZTA also argued that the Board was wrong not to 
have recognised that the bridge could have had 
benefits for the second tunnel and for rapid buses 
running to Newtown. The Court is expected to release 
its decision before the end of the year.  
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Want to advertise here?  Contact MtVicNewsletter@gmail.com 


