
 

 

 
 
 
 

September 2015
BACKYARD POSSIBILITIES 
PUBLIC PANEL DISCUSSION 
7.30pm, THURSDAY, 17 SEPTEMBER 
TARARUA TRAMPING CLUB  
MONCRIEFF ST 
 
The Mt Victoria Residents' Association plans an evening 
of highlighting one of Mt Vic's most delightful 
features—our backyards. Please note the meeting time 
of 7.30 (originally advised as 7pm). The panel will 
begin after the brief formalities for the MVRA’s annual 
general meeting.  

Our backyards are individually appreciated and 
enjoyed, but collectively they may be under-
appreciated. The abutting back-to-back gardens 
oriented north-south or east-west combine to create 
continuous ribbons of greenery. This is an oft hidden 
amenity benefiting the inner city at large. The trees, 
shrubs, plants, and grassed surfaces help purify the air 
and absorb heavy rainfall. Viewed from afar, changes in 
foliage mark the change in seasons. 

Individually, each backyard provides a safe, healthy 
open space for children to play. The sounds they make 
is one of the pleasures of living in this part of the inner 
city. 

However, the main themes of the public discussion will 
turn towards invigorating the appreciation of other 
possibilities. 

Our panelists include two enthusiasts who will talk 
about the potential of small backyard buildings. Chris 
Cochran, conservation architect, will discuss several 
backyard buildings he has designed, as well as the 
admirable qualities of a small, distinctive building type 
he has studied, the New Zealand Railwaymen's hut, 
which was first designed in the 1890s.  
Sam Auger, musician and designer, will join Chris to 
discuss the Railwayman’s hut. Sam is building a 
compact cabin in Martinborough based on the NZR 
design that is less than 10 sq metres (so no building 
consent required).  
Richard Self will cover permaculture methods for 
growing fruit and vegetables. We also expect someone 
to talk about the pleasures and foibles of beekeeping 
in Mt Victoria. 
We’re gathering photos of existing backyard buildings 
and features to show. Accordingly we are seeking 
from as many Mt Victorians as possible photos of 
their own backyard buildings.  
These can be sent as attachments to 
backyardpics@openware.co.nz. Alternatively you could 
contact me on 385 0366 or Geoff Palmer of Moir Street 
on 384 3173 and to arrange for photos to be taken. 

Craig Palmer, Interim Chair, MVRA 
 

PS: There are not many cities worldwide where it is possible to 
walk to and from one's workplace and to have one's children 
or grandchildren play in private, safe, sunlit spaces. This is a 
key element in setting property values.  

Save the Basin Campaign Delighted 
by High Court Decision 
 
The Save the Basin Campaign today is delighted that 
the High Court has rejected the New Zealand Transport 
Agency’s appeal of the 2014 Board of Inquiry decision 
to decline resource consent for a Basin Reserve flyover. 

Save the Basin Campaign spokesperson Tim Jones said 
that the Campaign was confident the Board of Inquiry 
decision would stand up under the High Court’s 
scrutiny, and that the Transport Agency had failed to 
mount a strong case. He also thanked Matthew Palmer 
QC, who appeared for Save the Basin at the High Court,  
and Nathan Ross, who assisted. 

“Just because the Transport Agency hates to lose to 
community groups doesn’t mean it has the right to 
have decisions overturned that it doesn’t like,” said Tim 
Jones. “We hope the Transport Agency and the  

 

Government will finally take the message on board that 
a Basin Reserve flyover would be ugly, unnecessary, 
outdated, and inappropriate, and that Wellington 
deserves modern, sustainable transport options that 
are appropriate for a modern capital city.” 
“We hope that the NZTA and the Government have seen 
sense and will not seek to waste yet more taxpayer 
money on appealing this decision further,” Mr Jones 
concluded. “However, if they do try to pursue further 
legal avenues, we’ll be ready for them.” 

[Editors’ note: According to Wellington.Scoop.co.nz, 
Councillor Helene Ritchie responded by tweeting the 
following: “Flyover done over…so let’s now do 
something positive for Wellington and support the 
protection and enhancement of our Town belt. NZTA, 
the Chamber of Commerce and the Government could 
join us instead of obstructing us. Now that would really 
be progress for Wellington.”  
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Community Events  
Transition Towns: Tues, 8 Sept, 7:30pm, New 
Crossways, 6 Roxburgh St. All welcome. 

We will view the 52 minute documentary The Climate 
Blueprint, the first documentary to explore the history 
of the climate change summits, beginning with Kyoto 
in 1997, in anticipation of the upcoming Paris 
Convention (COP21) in December. At Paris the hope is 
for a new global agreement against global warming, 
the Paris Protocol. All welcome. 

For more information, contact Frank Cook: 027 649 
6508. 

Innermost Gardens:  
The Mt Victoria Community Garden and the Charles 
Plimmer House are located on the greenbelt to the 
right off the top of Majoribanks St.  
All welcome. www.innermostgardens.org.nz  

Compost bins available at the Gardens are only for 
household vegetable scraps. Please cover fresh waste 
with the coffee husks from the adjacent black bin. 
Gardening Sundays:  
1st & 3rd of each month, 11am-2pm. 

Hiring Plimmer House/Innermost Gardens:  
$15/hour, $50/4 hours; we can be flexible. Contact 
Margaret or Ian (iandmgarrett@gmail.com).  

Scottish Country Dancing: 
St Marks Community Hall, Dufferin St, Basin Reserve. 
All welcome. 

Wednesdays at 7.30pm. Beginners welcome; qualified 
tutor. For further info, call Elaine: 389-3597.  

Mt Victoria Toastmasters Club 

We meet every Tuesday fortnight, 7:30pm.  

New Crossways, 6 Roxburgh St.  

Improve your public speaking and leadership skills. 
Join the Mt Victoria Toastmasters Club. 

For more information, email 
mountvictoria@toastmasters.org.nz, visit 
www.mtvictoastmasters.org.nz, or drop in at the next 
meeting. Guests always welcome! 
 

Mt Victoria Historical Society  
Mt Victoria Historical Society offers a range of events, 
guided walks, and a quarterly newsletter packed full of 
interest. For information or to join, send a message to 
jonewman@xtra.co.nz or visit the website at 
www.MtVictoria.history.org.nz.  

Unclassified Advertisements 

Free 3-line ads to newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz by 20th 
of preceding month. Include an expiry date for editor 
& readers. Mt Victoria connection, please. 

• Wanted: Work cleaning houses. Mature woman. 
References available. Call 382 9594. 

• Drum tuition: International musician has studio on 
College St. All styles, levels, techniques. Visit 
www.tomscrase.com or call 027 227 0070. 

• For sale: Antique rocking chair in good condition but 
surplus to requirements. Make an offer. Call 934 
3173. 

• Help, pls! Small, quiet, hard-working family needs 
2bdrm flat/home with own garden in Mt Vic. Please 
call 0277334413 or 3836951. 

• Selling? Don't want to pay agent's fees or have 
inconvenient open homes; need flexible settlement 
arrangements? Call Bronwen: 027 686-4260. 

• Celebrate! WEGC’s 90th reunion, 23-24 Oct (Labour 
Weekend). Email oncewereeasters@wegc.school.nz 
for info. 

• Babysitter: Experienced Nanny (mid 20s) available 
evngs/wknd. Lev 2 First Aid cert. Please call Alice on 
0273780374 or email aliceburdenuk@gmail.com. 

• Babysitter: Experienced; have first aid training; Year 
11 WEGC student. Contact Niamh Murphy: 
0212396929. 

• Babysitter: reliable teenager; any night of the week. 
Call Milly on 04 3856423. 

• Garage to rent: secure, dry garage in Mt Victoria to 
rent. $40 pw. Ph/text 021 0701 860. 

• Feldenkrais classes at Crossways, Mondays, 6-7pm. 
Improve posture and flexibility. Friendly group; 1st 
class free. Call Sue Field on 0274667123. 

Websites: Neighbourly 
The Newsletter’s online presence is located at 
mtvicnews.org.nz. Another community-oriented 
website some of you will be familiar with is 
Neighbourly (www.neighbourly.co.nz).  

Neighbourly describes itself as “the free and private 
neighbourhood website for New Zealand.” Although it 
lists AMI, ANZ, BP, Contact, Spark, and The Warehouse 
as partners, their impact on content seems light-
handed. 

Neighbourly invites members to “find a great 
babysitter, borrow a ladder, sell an old bed, 
recommend a builder, find a lost pet or invite the 
neighbours over for a BBQ.”  

You can opt to receive an email with current activity 
associated with Mt Victoria. You can also opt to receive 
information about other neighbourhoods around 
Wellington.  

Free bus service authorised to use Hataitai Bus Tunnel 
The free shuttle van operating during Mt Victoria Tunnel night closures is now authorised to use the Hataitai Bus 
Tunnel to transport pedestrians and cyclists from one side of the hill to the other. The van with trailer has been 
officially rebranded as a bus service following an agreement with Greater Wellington Regional Council. The new route is 
quicker and more efficient than the previous detour via Newtown. The free bus leaves from bus shelters provided on 
either side of Mt Victoria Tunnel - at the slip road at the bottom of Ellice St on the Basin Reserve side and in Taurima St 
on the Hataitai side. 
Mt Victoria Tunnel is closed Sundays to Thursdays, 9pm – 6am, until mid-2016 for Upgrade Stage 2.  
 

Community briefing for Mt Victoria Tunnel Upgrade Stage 2 
The next briefing will be 22 September at St Joseph’s Church Hall, Ellice St, 6pm -7pm. Seismic strengthening of the 
tunnel’s pedestrian/cyclist path will be described. 
Please RSVP: info@memorialpark.co.nz. Project inquiries can also be made to 0800 020 086. 
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Councillor Mark Peck 
After spending $10.9m of your money (and counting – the cost of the high court case has yet to be quantified), it is 
time for NZTA and its backers to stop wasting taxpayer money chasing the “Basin Bridge” which few want and which 
both the Tribunal and now the High Court have found to lack merit.  

Tim Jones and his band of followers are to be commended for stopping this monstrosity. Once again David has beaten 
Goliath! 

However, another event will leave us all a bit on tenterhooks over this victory. This is the Government bullying the 
Council to amend the Town Belt Bill to make it easier for land to be taken for public works. Without changes to the 
draft bill, the Government would defeat the bill at its first reading. As noted in the DomPost editorial, Council buckled 
to Government pressure and in future may have to fight encroachment case by case should the bill go ahead in the 
form the government wishes. The only saving grace is that Council have the final say as to whether or not the bill 
becomes “law” once Parliament has finished its deliberations.   

Sadly, therefore, in the name of progress, the town belt (which defines our green space) is exploitable at the whim of 
Government for projects like tunnels and roads. This will have a familiar ring to it for Mt Victoria residents.   

Local community groups will need to remain vigilant. Watch out for “Basin Bridge” part two! 
Mark   mark.peck@wcc.govt.nz 

 
iFloat can. Can you? 
Do you know how to float in water? Do you remember 
how you learned? 

Mt Vic househusband Fabrice Moreau worried about 
how hard some children find it to learn. He put his 
years of experience teaching swimming, skiing, and PE 
in France plus more years here teaching and managing 
the aquatic program at the Kilbirnie water center, as 
well as developing training programs nationwide for 
the NZ Institute of Sport and Citifitness, into 
developing the iFloat to help children learn to float. 

Although the result looks simple, Moreau explains that 
technically “it’s quite complex.” After trying 
unsuccessfully to get it produced in China, he worked 
with two WelTec engineers, supported by money from 
Grow Wellington, to develop a prototype. 

The result, manufactured in Auckland, is a dense circle 
made of solid foam, with a clever plastic clip. “The 
materials are highly resistant to UV, water absorption, 
and pool chemicals.” Children can’t destroy the foam, 
and in case of a panic, they couldn’t open the clip. 
Safety’s the priority: “If kids fall in the water, they can 
float, even if they can’t swim.” 

A further advantage, Moreau adds, is that the iFloat can 
cut the time a child needs to learn how to swim, thus 
reducing how many paid lessons a child might need. 

 
Most existing devices, such as “pool noodles” or togs 
with foam inside don’t have a “proper understanding of 
how to float,” Moreau argues, because they have “too 
much buoyancy.” 

The iFloat goes around the child’s chest, but avoids 
excess buoyancy, which helps the child maintain 
balance. And unlike a life jacket, it allows the child to 
feel the sensation of water against skin. 

Although he set out to “help prevent drowning,” 
Moreau stresses that the iFloat isn’t “a safety device.” 

 

But, he notes, “you’re not going to teach swimming 
with a safety device.” 

Autistic children, as well as children with injuries, have 
also used the iFloat successfully. 

The iFloat website (www.ifloat.co.nz) has a FAQ section 
that compares the iFloat with other swimming aids. 
Among the reasons why the iFloat is better? Because it 
promotes buoyancy, children more readily make the 
switch from upright to the horizontal position we need 
for swimming. This helps a child to learn quicker how 
to float on her back—even in a bathtub, and it doesn’t 
interfere with arm movement. It also can’t deflate and 
it won’t fall off. 

The iFloat has been available to 
purchase since last May, and it’s 
already being used internationally. 
There are some technical 
restrictions on how many iFloats can 
be produced at a time, but Moreau 
is also concerned to maintain 
quality control. 

So far iFloats are available only in 
children’s sizes, but Moreau hopes to have them 
available for adults in the future. 

(Above: Moreau’s son, Louis, aged 5, has an out-of-water 
experience with an iFloat.) 

Crossways Community Crèche  
Crossways Community Crèche is a parent-run early 
learning centre at 61 Majoribanks St for children aged 
1-5.  We have an excellent child-to-teacher ratio: 18 
children/session, 3 qualified teachers, and up to 2 
volunteers. Sessions run 8:30am - 1:15pm, Mon-Fri. 
Please contact enrolments@crosswayscreche.org.nz or 
04 384 8201. 

Sustainability Trust 
If you’re looking for children’s activities that are off the 
beaten path, you might check out the workshops 
offered at Sustainability Trust, 2 Forrester Lane, on 
Saturday afternoons at the end of the month. 

To get on their mailing list, go to 
www.sustaintrust.org.nz/about-us/.  
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Want to advertise here?  Contact MtVicNewsletter@gmail.com 


