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Tunnel being wired for your favourite 
radio channels 
By mid-2016, travellers will be able to listen to their 
radios in the Mt Victoria Tunnel, which is being wired 
for what is called a rebroadcasting system – similar to 
the Terrace Tunnel’s. 
Radio signals are blocked currently by the hillside and 
tunnel structure but the new system will capture the 
frequencies of the most-used stations and rebroadcast 
them into the tunnel. 
The tunnel will broadcast 10 AM and 18 FM radio 
station frequencies. They range from widely popular 
stations such as Radio NZ, Radio Sport, The Breeze, 
Classic Hits 90FM, MoreFM, and NewstalkZB to more 
specialised stations such as Radio Rhema, Atiawa Toa 
FM – Hutt Valley, Flava, and Nui FM. 
As happens in the other tunnels, listeners may notice a 
brief pause while the outside signal switches to the 
tunnel’s system. 
Your listening pleasure is, however, part of a more 
serious purpose. The rebroadcast system will be 
integral to the emergency communications system 
being installed in the tunnel. 
To register for Mt Victoria Tunnel Upgrade Stage 2 
newsletters, please email info@memorialpark.co.nz. 

Don’t forget! Fawkes Food Fair & Fun 
This Saturday, 7 Nov, bring yourself, your family, and 
friends down to Clyde Quay School for the Fawkes 
Food Fair. Kicking off at 5pm, it will run through to 
8pm. You can feast on international foods whilst taking 
in live acts on the school stage. Asian curries, Chinese 
Dumplings, Mexican Nachos, Thai Prawns, Georgian 
Meze, Pulled Pork Rolls, International Salads, French 
Crepes, and Greek Pastries will all be on sale. Ethnic 
dancing and bands in amongst a Chinese dragon and 
circus acts will keep you entertained. EFTPOS will be 
available and the fair will happen – rain, wind, or 
shine. Come along for a feast of food and fun to 
support this local school fundraiser. 

 
 

People’s Climate March - Sat 28 Nov 
1pm, Civic Square, then march to Parliament 

www.facebook.com/events/1482404518729083/ 

Daily Last Post calls for participants 

Mt Victoria residents, family, and friends are invited to 
take part in the daily Last Post ceremony being held at 
5pm at the nearby National War Memorial at Pukeahu. 
The ceremony is on - rain or shine - every day for the 
duration of the four years of the 100th anniversary of 
the First World War until 11 November 2018. People are 
welcome to register to read the Ode of Remembrance or 
to play the bugle call. The Ode is read in English and Te 
Reo; you are welcome to do either or both. 

WW100, the centenary of New Zealand’s participation 
in the First World War, is being marked in several ways 
here in Wellington and up and down the country.  

The next commemoration at the National War Memorial 
is for Armistice Day at 11am on Wednesday  
11 November. While there is limited public seating,  
Mt Victoria residents are most welcome to attend. 

Details about how to sign up for the Last Post are on 
the Ministry for Culture and Heritage website: 
www.mch.govt.nz/last-post. 

The Adventures of Jonathan 
A new book about Mt Victoria resident Jonathan Dennis 
(who died in 2002) combines his biography with an 
examination of the philosophy of film archiving. While 
an unusual combination, it’s relevant because Jonathan 
founded the New Zealand Film Archive as a one-person 
operation in one room in Courtenay Pl in 1981. It now 
occupies the big building on the corner of Taranaki and 
Ghuznee Sts, with more than 60 staff, archival vaults in 
three separate places, and a new name: Nga Taonga. 
The Adventures of Jonathan Dennis: bicultural film 
archiving practice in Aotearoa New Zealand is written 
by Emma Jean Kelly. She spent six years on research 
that led to a PhD thesis and this 180-page book. 
Not all readers may have considered the philosophy of 
archiving, but the author tells how Jonathan’s curatorial 
work differed significantly from that of the European 
archives where he studied (at his own cost) before 
returning home to start saving our film history, which 
would otherwise have been lost. Everyone, however, 
will be fascinated by his life story, which is boosted by 
8 pages of family photographs. The book includes first-
person recollections of Jonathan that come from his 
closest friends and colleagues, including many who 
gathered at his Edge Hill home to be with him when he 
was dying of cancer. 
The Adventures of Jonathan Dennis is available at Unity 
Books. 

by Lindsay Shelton 
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Community Events  
Transition Towns: Tues, 3 Nov, 7:30pm, New 
Crossways, 6 Roxburgh St. All welcome. 

We will view Cowspiracy (2014), a documentary about 
the impact of agribusiness on greenhouse gas 
emissions and the environment. This controversial 
documentary, delivered in Michael Moore style, not 
only takes a hard look at global animal agriculture but 
also asks why environmental organisations say little 
about it. The film is 91 minutes long. 
For more info, contact Frank Cook: 027 649 6508. 

Innermost Gardens:  
The Mt Victoria Community Garden and the Charles 
Plimmer House are located on the greenbelt to the 
right off the top of Majoribanks St.  

All welcome. www.innermostgardens.org.nz.  
Compost bins available at the Gardens are only for 
household vegetable scraps. Please cover fresh waste 
with the coffee husks from the adjacent black bin. 
Gardening Sundays:  
1st & 3rd of each month, 11am-2pm. 

Hiring Plimmer House/Innermost Gardens:  
$15/hour, $50/4 hours; we can be flexible. Contact 
Margaret or Ian (iandmgarrett@gmail.com).  

Scottish Country Dancing: 
St Marks Community Hall, Dufferin St, Basin Reserve. 
All welcome. 
Wednesdays at 7.30pm. Beginners welcome; qualified 
tutor. For further info, call Elaine: 389 3597.  

Mt Victoria Toastmasters Club 

We meet every Tuesday fortnight, 7:30pm.  
New Crossways, 6 Roxburgh St.  

Improve your public speaking and leadership skills. 
Join the Mt Victoria Toastmasters Club. 

For more information, email 
mountvictoria@toastmasters.org.nz, visit 
www.mtvictoastmasters.org.nz, or drop in at the next 
meeting. Guests always welcome! 

Mt Victoria Historical Society  
Mt Victoria Historical Society offers a range of events, 
guided walks, and a quarterly newsletter packed full of 
interest. For information or to join, send a message to 
jonewman@xtra.co.nz or visit the website at 
www.MtVictoria.history.org.nz.  

Crossways Community Crèche  
Crossways Community Crèche is a parent-run early 
learning centre at 61 Majoribanks St for children aged 
1-5. We have an excellent child-to-teacher ratio: 18 
children/session, 3 qualified teachers, and up to 2 
volunteers. Sessions: 8:30am-1:15pm, Mon-Fri. Contact 
enrolments@crosswayscreche.org.nz;  Ph 384 8201. 

PikoPiko Clyde Quay Kindergarten 
Located at the corner of Elizabeth and Brougham 
Streets in Mt Victoria, we currently have spaces 
available for children 2½ years and up. Please contact 
PikoPiko Clyde Quay Kindergarten for more information 
and how to enrol. Phone 385 0441 or e-mail us at 
pikopikoclydequay@wmkindergartens.org.nz. 

Unclassified Advertisements 
Free 3-line ads to newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz by 20th 

of preceding month. Include an expiry date for editor 
& readers. Mt Victoria connection, please. 

• Home Wanted: Family of 4 wants to buy a 4/5 
bedroom Mt Victoria home before June 2016. Contact 
Ali Brown 027 486 9694 

• Section wanted: Long-term Mt Victoria residents 
would like to build in Mt Victoria. Please call Jim 801 
9557 or 027 444 2782. 

• Pet sitter available: Qualified Vet Nurse can look 
after ALL your furry friends. Call 027 3384 134 or 
email nicoledoriguzzi@hotmail.com. 

• House wanted: Cash buyer looking for 2-3 bdrm 
house in Mt Vic with garage or off-street parking. Call 
0272472477. 

• Drum tuition: International musician has studio on 
College St. All styles, levels, techniques. Visit 
www.tomscrase.com or call 027 227 0070. 

• Help, please! Small family needs 2bdrm flat/home 
with own garden. Call 027 733 4413 or 383 6951. 

• Selling? Don’t want to pay agent's fees or have 
inconvenient open homes; need flexible settlement 
arrangements? Call Bronwen: 027 686-4260. 

• House wanted to rent for 1+ years from Feb 2016. 
4-bdrm, pref w garage. Call Julia 027 483 0100. 

• Babysitter: Experienced Nanny (mid 20s) available 
evngs/wknd. Lev 2 First Aid cert. Please call Alice on 
027 378 0374 or email aliceburdenuk@gmail.com. 

• Babysitter: Experienced; have first aid training; Year 
11 WEGC student. Contact Niamh Murphy: 
0212396929. 

• Babysitter: reliable teenager; any night of the week. 
Call Milly on 385 6423. 

• Rhubarb plants wanted. Ph 385 1415 
• Garage to rent: secure, dry garage in Mt Victoria to 

rent. $40 pw. Ph/text 021 070 1860. 
• Mature artist/teacher looking for flat/house share 

with other mature people in Mt Vic. Please call Niki 
on 027 311 9209. 

• Adult painting classes: Learn from professional 
artist/teacher. Beginners welcome. Visit Niki Phillips 
Art on Facebook for details. 
 

Art exhibition by local resident 
Niki Phillips will be exhibiting her paintings, 9-22 
November, at the Deluxe Café, 10 Kent Terr.  
In addition to painting, Niki is a trained teacher who 
has also worked on film productions up in Auckland. 
For more info, see www.nikiphillipsart.co.nz , which is 
also the home of Crispy the Mouse. 

Sustainable Christmas Market 
Sustainability Trust’s next eco-market could set you up 
with your holiday gift needs. 
Participating retailers include Sustainability Trust, 
Hoopla Kids, Organic Boxes, Trade Aid, Lady Lemon, 
BBQ Skins, Save Your Skin, and many more. 

10am - 2pm, Sat, 14 November 
2 Forresters Lane (off Tory St, opp Bunnings) 

www.sustaintrust.org.nz/event/sustainable-christmas-
market/ or 
www.facebook.com/events/439961049535104/ 
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Councillor Iona Pannett 
In the wake of the High Court decision over the Basin Reserve flyover, the focus from NZTA and the City and Regional 
Councils has moved to planning for an alternative, given there was no Plan B as the organisations sought consent. I 
have been working closely with Save the Basin and other interested groups to advocate for and develop a good 
engagement process by which a new vision can be developed. It is critical from my point of view that we don’t just try 
to develop another transport plan. What we need is a bold vision that enhances the status of the area, makes it more 
liveable, and facilitates the movement of buses, pedestrians, cyclists, and car drivers in an environmentally sustainable 
fashion.   

The proposed land exchange around St Gerard’s is an interesting idea to assist the owners of St Gerard’s fund their 
earthquake strengthening whilst improving access to the area around the Monastery. I hope that this proposal will be a 
win-win for the whole community but look forward to feedback. Consultation will begin in November 2015.   
The introduction of the Town Belt Bill in September 2015 was an historic event for the community, including some from 
Mt Vic who have advocated for the protection of this land for so long.  I look forward to further debate on this subject.   
Finally, council officers are making good progress on planning for the Mt Victoria Heritage Audit. Work will commence 
on it in 2016.         Iona  iona.pannett@wcc.govt.nz/021-227-8509 

 

Dear Editor  
I read in your last issue about my colleague Cr Young’s 
campaign to ‘save the Kate Sheppard pedestrian lights’. 
Kate was not in danger. NZTA were in the final stages 
of issuing Council a permanent exemption for these 
lights from the relevant national Traffic Control Rule. 
NZTA fully understood that there was no danger of 
road users not understanding what the Kate Sheppard 
symbols mean. I am sure they also well understood 
that requiring Kate’s removal would have been strongly 
resisted! Keeping Kate is a ‘no brainer’. 
Auckland is now also seeking some non-standard 
figures on pedestrian lights. NZTA management have 
asked that if we want more non-standard figures, then 
they’d prefer that we put them in together rather than 
in dribs and drabs to simplify the administrative 
processes required. I have written a paper for Council 
about interpreting street sign names, suburban identity 
signage, and about further traffic light alterations. All 
of these are in my view ways of increasing our 
understanding of our heritage and sense of place. Cr 
Young’s keep Kate campaign may not have been 
necessary, but it was a further illustration that people 
are keen on the quirky, the interesting, and to better 
recognise our heritage and important figures from it 
like Kate Sheppard. 
Yours 
Cr Andy Foster 
Chair – Transport and Urban Development 

 

Mt Victoria Residents’ Association 
The following are some of the current issues the MVRA 
is addressing. 

The Monastery and the Zig-Zag 
The Mt Victoria and Oriental Bay Residents’ 
Associations have launched a joint initiative to 
encourage the City Council to improve and maintain 
the reserve land around Saint Gerard’s Monastery and 
the publicly owned land bordering the adjacent 
Oriental Terrace zigzag path. The aim is for these two 
prominent features to be designed, landscaped, 
planted, and maintained as an ensemble. 

The Monastery: proposed land swap 
The present owners of Saint Gerard’s, the ICPE 
(Institute for World Evangelisation), a Roman Catholic 
lay evangelical order headquartered in Malta, proposes  

 
a land exchange in which 70 m2 of land owned by the 
City at 1 Oriental Terrace would be swapped for 100 
m2 of adjacent land bordering the monastery’s 
northern boundaries. ICPE could then sell the 1 Oriental 
Terrace property to help fund earthquake 
strengthening for the monastery and its chapel. This 
proposition is only on the drawing board at this stage.  

The Carillon - National War Memorial 
MVRA has received written reassurance from the 
Ministry of Culture and Heritage that the carillon bells 
will be fully recommissioned by Christmas this year. 
Hopefully, the tradition of pealing out Christmas carols 
late on the morning of Christmas Day will once again 
be enjoyed across Wellington’s inner city 
neighbourhoods. The Ministry has also given 
reassurance that the 74-bell instrument (the third 
largest internationally) will, from September to May, be 
played for 30 minutes at noon each day, Monday to 
Friday. Also, each Saturday there will be a 45-minute 
recital starting at 2.30 pm. 

Committee Members 
Following our successful AGM last month, the following 
new members have been welcomed onto the MVRA 
Committee: Angela Rothwell, IT consultant, and Gina 
Abraham, manager. Judith Graykowski is to take a well-
earned sabbatical throughout 2016 after being one of 
the unsung heroes in ensuring that future transport 
solutions were called into question. Also, her tenacity 
ensured that Wellington was reminded that as a capital 
city it has responsibilities to protect heritage areas of 
national and international stature. 

Craig Palmer for the MVRA 

 
 

 

Clyde Quay School presents  

Villa Victoria! 
Set aside 22 November 2015  

in your calendars for a great neighbourhood event! 
Tour 14 Mt Vic homes and discover hidden gems. 

See the homes of architects and designers, as well as 
some great collections of art. 

Go to facebook.com/CQSCarnival to find out more.  
 

Book at www.bookaticket.co.nz/event/VillaVictoria 
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Want to advertise here?  Contact MtVicNewsletter@gmail.com 


