
 

 

 
 
 
 

May 2016 
70 Attend Transport Forum 
The Forum convened by the Newsletter in April 
attracted over 70 Mt Victoria residents to discuss the 
consultation exercise convened jointly by NZ Transport 
Authority and the Wellington city and regional councils 
under the banner “Let’s Get Wellington Moving”.  For 
the first 6 weeks the emphasis will be on how to 
capture people’s views on what they value about 
Wellington, what should be improved and what must be 
kept. Feedback is being captured through meetings 
like ours and some convened by the project, 
professional polling across the region and survey 
questions on the website www.GetWellyMoving.co.nz  

The question being asked goes well beyond “What do 
we do at the Basin now that the flyover is dead?”  The 
focus will be on how the transport infrastructure can 
help the city and region to realise the vision already set 
out in the councils’ strategic plans.  To the frustration 
of some at the meeting, it became clear that there 
would be no changes at the Basin, even to the road 
markings, before the end of the year.  
There was some concern that the question being asked 
by the project team is so open-ended that it will never 
come to a “concrete” conclusion – just the opposite of 
the tunnel vision.  In fact, it is possible that the 
exercise may not result in a recommendation to build 
any new roads, just a continual series of small 
improvements across the city.  We were told that any 
changes will hang on the output from a new computer 
traffic model. The three bodies have already decided to 
share the cost of the model which will replace their 
separate programs used to justify the flyover proposal. 

A presentation from a city council planner highlighted 
the population increase that is planned for the inner 
city.  Over the next 30 years, a 1%pa growth rate will 
see an extra 50,000 people living inside the Wellington 
city boundary in 14,000 more homes.  Over 7,000 of 
the new houses and apartments will be in the inner city 
between The Terrace and Kent Tce, representing a 
population increase of 140%. It was pointed out at the 
meeting that while many inner city residents do not 
own cars, more traffic will be generated by the new 
roads on the Kapiti coast. 

One question for the Get Welly Moving team will be 
how much weight to give the views of those of us who 
live in the inner city compared to people from Upper 
Hutt or Tawa who drive to work or to the hospital or 
airport.  Sharing each others perspectives is an 
important part of the project.   
Let them know what you think at 
www.GetWellyMoving.co.nz 

Treasure Hunt 2016 - Thank You 
from Trish from Crossways 
Over 200 hunters enjoyed a search for treasure in Mt 
Victoria on Sunday, 3 April, as part of the Neighbours 
Day celebrations organised by Crossways Community 
Centre. People came from all over Wellington and even 
from as far afield as the Kapiti Coast. We also 
welcomed some new locals from the US and EU who 
now call Mt Victoria home.  

We at Crossways were thrilled to see so many people, 
making our annual Treasure Hunt the successful 
community-building event it was designed to be. 
Neighbours once again got to meet each other and 
find our neighbourhood treasures. People clearly 
participate because they want to, and because it is fun!    
We hope everyone also enjoyed the BBQ, the laid-back 
music, and the mayoral unveiling of the wonderful 
"Yeah Nah" grass sculpture at Innermost Gardens. The 
sculpture was a big hit with the kids; if you missed the 
unveiling, visit – or even revisit - it at your own 
convenience.  

Thank you all who participated, including Crossways 
Trustees Pamela Bell and Phil Shepherd, our 
management team, and volunteers who all helped out 
on the day.  

We would especially like also to thank the following: 
Treasure Hunt Stations in the Mt Victoria 
Neighbourhood: ACE House, Innermost Gardens, Mt 
Victoria Residents Association, Mt Victoria Historical 
Society, Bats Theatre, Tararua Tramping Club, 
Crossways Community Creche, and Pikopiko 
Kindergarten.  
Groups, classes, and neighbours at Crossways  
Sue Field, Feldenkrais; Classical Guitar Society; 
Transition Towns; Soul Marita Yoga, Pilates, and 
Zumba; Mt Victoria Historical Society; WREMO; and Kris 
Jasper, Artist. 

Our sponsors for their support and prizes  
Wellington City Council as part of celebrating 
Neighbours Day; Jane Park, Harcourts Real Estate; Miss 
Fox Hairdressing; Mt Victoria Chippery; New World; 
Soul Marita Fitness Classes; Feldenkrais – Sue Field; 
and Bats Theatre.  

We hope to see you at some of our future Mt Vic 
Community Centre events. Keep an eye on the Mt 
Victoria Newsletter, our Facebook page, our website 
(www.crossways.org.nz), or via our monthly “What’s 
On” email. If you have any ideas or suggestions for 
future events (or would even like to contribute or 
volunteer your time!), then please don’t hesitate to 
email me: Trish Given crossways@crossways.org.nz
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Community Events  
Transition Towns: Tuesday, 17 May, 7:30pm.  
New Crossways, 6 Roxburgh St. All welcome. 

We will show the 56-minute film The Wisdom to 
Survive, which provides visions of how we should live 
in the midst of massive environmental challenges. 
For more info, contact Frank Cook: 027 649 6508. 

Innermost Gardens:  
The Mt Victoria Community Garden and the Charles 
Plimmer House are located on the greenbelt to the 
right off the top of Majoribanks St.  

All welcome. www.innermostgardens.org.nz.  
Gardening Sundays:  
1st & 3rd of each month, 11am-2pm. 

Hiring Plimmer House/Innermost Gardens:  
$15/hour, $50/4 hours; we can be flexible. Contact 
Margaret or Ian (iandmgarrett@gmail.com).  

Scottish Country Dancing: 
St Marks Community Hall, Dufferin St, Basin Reserve. 
Wednesdays at 7.30pm. All welcome. 

No special clothing or partner necessary; just soft-soled 
shoes. Call Elaine 389 3597 or Carole 472 4558.  

Mt Victoria Toastmasters Club 

Every Tuesday fortnight. 7:30pm. New Crossways,  
6 Roxburgh St. All welcome. 

Join us and improve your public speaking and 
leadership skills. For more information email 
mountvictoria@toastmasters.org.nz, visit 
www.mtvictoastmasters.org.nz, or drop in.  

Peak Players Table Tennis  
Mon 9.30-noon; Wed 1.30-4. Constable St end of 
Alexandra Rd, just past the Croquet Club.  
$4 includes tea/coffee. For more info, email Diana 
Winn at Winnich@xtra.co.nz or phone 8019556.  

Mt Victoria Historical Society  
Mt Victoria Historical Society offers a range of events, 
guided walks, and a quarterly newsletter packed full of 
interest. For information or to join, send a message to 
jonewman@xtra.co.nz or visit the website at 
www.MtVictoria.history.org.nz.  

Crossways Community Crèche  
Crossways Community Crèche is a parent-run early 
learning centre at 61 Majoribanks St for children aged 
1-5. We have an excellent child-to-teacher ratio: 18 
children/session, 3 qualified teachers, and up to 2 
volunteers. Sessions: 8:30am-1:15pm, Mon-Fri. Spaces 
currently available. Contact 
enrolments@crosswayscreche.org.nz; 04 384 8201. 

PikoPiko Clyde Quay Kindergarten 
Cnr Elizabeth & Brougham Sts. 8.45am-2.45pm, M – F. 
On the Clyde Quay School grounds; offering 20 hours 
ECE. Prefer 3-day minimum enrolment.  

Contact/info: 385 0441; wmkindergartens.org.nz; 
pikopikoclydequay@wmkindergartens.org.nz.  

On our website: A menu of goodies 
We have a menu of websites we think might be of 
interest to Mt Victorians listed on our own website 

(www.mtvicnews.org.nz - on any page). 
We’ve recently added Community Pickfruit and 

Kaibosh Food Rescue. Part of the legacy of the Greek 
community in Mt Vic is the fruit trees found in many of 
our back gardens. If you have trees ready for harvest 

and need help, contact either of these charitable 
organisations.

Unclassified Advertisements 
Free 3-line ads to newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz by 20th 

of preceding month. Include an expiry date for editor 
& readers. Mt Victoria connection, please. 

Please see our new webpage - 
https://mtvicnews.org.nz/sitters/ - for a list of pet 
and babysitters from Mt Victoria, along with their 
contact details and other information. We will begin to 
list sitters here only for a month or two, but we will 
leave their details on the webpage until we learn that 
they are no longer available. We also recommend that 
you consult the Neighbourly website: 
https://www.neighbourly.co.nz/neighbourhood-nearby. 

• Rental wanted: Professional female, 2 children at 
CQS, beautiful female Lab require 2/3 bed home and 
garden, long term. Ph: 0211919105. 

• Pet sitter: 18-months full-time experience looking 
after fluffy faces. References and police check 
available. www.katjenkins.co.nz. 

• Pet sitter available: Qualified Vet Nurse can look 
after ALL your furry friends. Call 027 3384 134 or 
email nicoledoriguzzi@hotmail.com. 

• Wanted to rent: Small, quiet hard-working family 
need 2bdrm flat/home with garden space in Mt Vic. 
Please help. Ph 0277334413 or 3836951. 

• Graphic Designer available: Branding to wedding 
invitation. University-qualified; 5 years experience. 
Please contact tiffany@studio-child.com. 

• Pre-school dance classes: Innermost Gardens House. 
Saturdays 10-10.30am. www.db4dance.co.nz. 

• Babysitter: Year 12 High School student; good with 
children. Available any night, own transport. Please 
call Shanna 384 3069. 

• Babysitter: Qual. early childhood teacher (mid 20s) 
available evngs/wknd. First aid cert & Full licence w. 
car. Please call or text Emma on 021 0822 5164. 

• Babysitter: Student nurse, late 20s, first aid certified 
with driving license. Flexible availability incl evenings 
& weekends. Please call/text Saffron 0211213470. 

• Babysitter: Experienced; have first aid training; Year 
11 WEGC student. Contact Niamh Murphy: ph/text 
021 239 6929. 

• Nanny/Babysitter available: Reliable 2nd-year 
Victoria student with lots of experience. Please 
contact Jess on 0278161004. 

• Babysitter: reliable teenager; any night of the week. 
Call Milly on 385 6423. 

• Painter available: Experienced house painter in Mt 
Vic area. Indoor or outdoor, will quote for jobs large 
and small. Please call Jason on 0212631586 or email 
jasethecase@live.com 

Hey, Mt Victorians – want to help get 
the suburb prepared for an 

emergency? 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Mt Victoria Residents Association is calling this 
meeting to get broad support to help us facilitate a 
community response plan. Contact mtvicra@gmail.com 
for more information. The Newsletter expects to 
provide more on this meeting in the June issue. 
 

Emergency management / Civil 
Defence preparedness  

for Mt Victoria 
Public meeting 6-8pm 9 June  

Clyde Quay School Hall 
 
 

Elizabeth St, Mt Victoria 
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Councillor Nicola Young 
Household moggies have been the subject of Council debate recently, with a proposal for a limit of three cats per 
household (the same as dogs) and to request owners have their cats microchipped. The proposed animals bylaw aims 
to protect the public from nuisance, so it will also ban feeding pigeons and the keeping of roosters in urban areas – 
both seem sensible to me. 
Council has abandoned the idea of a cat curfew, because it would be too hard to enforce. Microchipping, however, 
makes a lot of sense: the evidence from the aftermath of the Christchurch earthquake demonstrated its usefulness: the 
vast majority of microchipped cats were reunited with their owners, unlike those without. 
A recent City Council survey found most people (77%) supported both limiting the number of cats per household and 
compulsory de-sexing: 70 % favoured subsidised microchipping, and 62% supported the trapping and removal of cats 
on reserve land.    
Feral cats (unwanted kittens, strays and their offspring) are probably a bigger problem, although harder for the Council 
to control. Back in 2003 I wrote New Zealand’s first biosecurity strategy Tiakina Aotearoa – Protect New Zealand, which 
highlighted the carnage feral cats inflict on our native bird population. 
Council will consider the final version of the bylaw in August; with any new rules coming into force in September. 
I welcome your thoughts, so please don’t hesitate to contact me on this – or any other matter. 

Nicola Young (021 654 844; nicola.young@wcc.govt.nz; facebook.com/NicolaYoungWellington) 
 

 

 
Monday Morning Makers  
Are you a keen crafter or want to learn to do new 
things? Have unfinished projects you want to finish? 
We’d like to start up a Craft Group in Crossways 
Community Centre on Monday mornings to bring 
creative and want-to-be-creative people together to 
share skills and secrets for making great craftwork.  
Embroidery, patchwork, crochet, knitting: Whatever 
your craft is, bring along your work and hang out with 
some like-minded crafty folk for a chat while you work 
on your latest project. 
For people of all ages and backgrounds.  

Starting Monday, 23 May, and every Monday after. 
from 10am-12pm. New Crossways Community Centre, 

6 Roxburgh St.  Morning tea provided. 
 

MYSTERY SOLVED: Bees become urban dilemma 
Have you experienced yellow specks appearing on your 
windows and on washing drying on the line? A local 
resident has traced the culprits to a beehive lovingly 
tended by a neighbour. 
Unfortunately, bees are fastidious housekeepers; they 
daily fly in a regular pattern to drop their waste, 
including bits of wax, which sticks on windows, 
weatherboards, and cars. The spots can be a problem, 
especially on high windows, because they don’t wash 
off but need to be rubbed or scaped. 
But bees are also important for our natural world. They 
do a critical job fertilising our fruit, flowers, and 
vegetables. Since the arrival of the varroa mite, there 
are no wild honeybees visiting our gardens, only those 
from artificial hives where the mite can be kept under 
control. Anyone who has tasted honey from 
pohutukawa flowers would understand why people are 
keen to keep hives in Mt Victoria.  
The Council, which promotes the idea of Wellington 
being a “bee-friendly city,” has included bees in its 
current review of animal bylaws. The bylaws require 
that “all animals and/or bees shall be kept in a manner 
that is not, or is not likely to become, a nuisance, 
dangerous, offensive, or injurious to health.”  
The Council can help to facilitate a resolution between 
neighbours where strife has arisen over bees and bee 
droppings. Sometimes a cup of tea and honeyed 
scones might help, but maybe not always.  

Dear Victoria 
I’m sick of the neighbour’s wandering willie (aka 
tradescantia).  What do I do? 
Yours, Unwelcome Advances 
 
Dear Unwelcome Advances 
I’m assuming you are referring to the weed rather than 
Willie, the blind fiddler in Sir Walter Scott’s “Wandering 
Willie's Tale”? Although both could be said to tell a tale of a 
trip to hell. Weedkiller is the only answer. Liberally applied. 
Lean over the fence. Take no prisoners. 
Victoria 

 
 
Dear Victoria 
We are doing quite a bit of building work on our house at 
the moment and regularly order a skip to get rid of the 
building rubbish. The problem is, people seem to consider it 
their right to flagrantly throw large sacks of gardening 
rubbish, boxes of old crockery, and even on several 
occasions a large desk, a chair, and an ironing board into 
this valuable space we have hired. Interestingly the rubbish 
generally appears to be from the well-heeled but lazy, rather 
than from surrounding student flats. What should we do 
about these lazy and rude neighbours? 
Yours, Bin Frustrated 
 
Dear Bin Frustrated 
How rude! You are right. They are lazy and you've paid for 
the skip. If I were you I would still make full use of the skip, 
but buy a tarp first to cover it when not in use. Take out 
anything that you haven’t put in the skip and leave it all on 
the footpath. It doesn’t belong to you and isn’t your 
responsibility. Do this in the dark if that makes you more 
comfortable. Don’t leave the rubbish in front of your house - 
and try not to put it in front of the student flats!  Hopefully 
doing this will shame your well-heeled but lazy neighbours 
into doing the right thing. Maybe Nicola Young will win the 
mayoralty and get the beggars to build a wall around the 
bin for you? Let me know how you get on!  
Victoria 
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Want to advertise here?  Contact MtVicNewsletter@gmail.com 

www.GetWellyMoving.co.nz 


