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Website: MtVicNews.org.nz 

- Now in our 40th year - 

October 2016 
Mt Victoria Residents' Assn 

We are pleased to welcome Angela Rothwell as the 
newly-elected President of the MVRA.  She follows Craig 
Palmer, whose firm leadership through the many 
challenging issues faced by the committee is much 
appreciated.  We also welcome new committee 
members Geoff Palmer, Sara Williams and Laureen 
Jones, past members who rejoining the committee 
Judith Graykowski and David Lee, and Craig Palmer, 
Ellen Blake, Elaine Hampton, and Sue Watt who 
continue as members. 

In his President’s report to the AGM, Craig Palmer 
noted the MVRA’s aspirations for inner-city 
neighbourhoods to uphold their internationally-
distinctive heritage character, for more green space in 
the CBD and encircling inner city, for fostering high 
quality residential and commercial developments to 
enhance neighbourhoods, and for expanded creative 
dialogue with councillors and top council officials. 

Craig’s annual report  outlined MVRA’s activities, 
and projects in progress: 

• combing with other groups over city-wide issues 
• a Christmas barbecue which will be an annual event 
• discounts from local businesses for paid-up MVRA 

members 
• emergency preparedness sessions 
• submissions on amendments to local government 

and resource management legislation, National Policy 
Statement on Urban Development Capacity, transport 
matters such as Let’s Get Wellington Moving, Open 
Spaces Access Plan, Airport Runway Extension, the 
convention centre and movie museum, Frank Kitts 
Park, Wellington City Council Annual Plan, Wellington 
Regional Council Annual Plan, and St Gerard’s land 
swap 

• protection of the Town Belt as public recreation space 
• more public seating in Mt Victoria 
• the heritage audit, thanks to Wellington City Council 
• Basin Reserve Reserves Act management plan, and 

plans for its redevelopment 
• Wellington’s Regional Natural Resources Plans 

Future projects could include: 
• a review of the District Plan rules for the central area 
• an urban design project for Home and Hania Streets 
• landscaping of reserve land around St Gerard’s 

Monastery 
• quarterly meetings of all groups within Mt Victoria to 

foster co-operation on projects of mutual benefit 
• initiatives to discourage demolition by neglect 
• improved and more regular clearance of stormwater 

sumps and roadside channels 
• improved road surfaces and footpaths.  Cont…

Situation Vacant:   

New editorial team sought. 
Suitable for job sharing. 

Are you interested in your community?  Do you have 
reasonable computer ability?  Got a few hours available 
each month?  Want to learn new skills for your CV or 
just like keeping up to date?  Want to meet people in 
the neighbourhood? 

There’s a variety of roles, so you can put your hand up 
for what suits you – local reporting, editorial, collating 
un-classified ads, layout, advertising sales, accounting, 
production and distribution logistics. 

The Newsletter has been produced monthly since it was 
started in the 1976, initially from the old Crossways 
community house.  That’s 40 years of unbroken 
community effort.   

Harriet Margolis and I have now had the privilege of 
producing the Newsletter for quite a while.  We would 
like to move on, and to let the Mt Victoria Newsletter 
evolve to its next phase.  

There is a sense of change in the neighbourhood, with 
the evolution of the Crossways community centre and 
its closer involvement with the Residents Association, 
Innermost Gardens and other groups, the schools, 
kindergarten and creche.  Social media, including 
Facebook, Neighbourly and websites are playing 
important roles. However the high turnover of 
residents in Mt Victoria means that switching from 
letterbox delivery to an on-line email newsletter is not 
an option. 

This opens all sorts of possibilities for the future of the 
Newsletter.  Should it become part of a larger 
organisation, or would an individual or a small group 
of friends like to keep it independent as a community 
initiative, building on its long traditions? 

The Newsletter has to continue.  For generations we’ve 
known that we live in Mt Victoria when we receive the 
Newsletter each month: how would we know otherwise? 

Please give us a ring if you would like to find out more, 
or to talk about possibilities. 

Patrick McCombs (Phone 385 1415) 

MVRA  Continued 
In September the MVRA held two very well-attended 
meetings so residents could hear from and ask 
questions of the candidates for Wellington Regional 
Council, Capital & Coast District Health Board, 
Wellington's Mayor, and Lambton Ward councillor.  Our 
special thanks go to Trish Given from Crossways who 
kept us well fortified with hot drinks and home-baked 
cakes at both meetings.  
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Community Events  
Transition Towns:  
Tuesday, 20 September, 7:30pm.   
At 24e Elizabeth St. Note the new venue  

We will show The Seeds of Time (2014), a documentary 
that follows agriculture pioneer Cary Fowler's global 
journey to save the eroding foundation of our food 
supply in a new era of climate change. All welcome.  For 
more information, contact Frank Cook: 027 649 6508. 

Innermost Gardens:  
The Mt Victoria Community Garden and the Charles 
Plimmer House are located on the townbelt to the right 
off the top of Majoribanks St. All welcome. 
www.innermostgardens.org.nz  

Gardening Sundays:  
1st & 3rd of month, 11am-2pm. 

Hiring Plimmer House/Innermost Gardens:  
$15/hour, $50/4 hours; we can be flexible. Contact 
Margaret or Ian (iandmgarrett@gmail.com).  

Scottish Country Dancing: 
St Marks Community Hall, Dufferin St, Wednesdays, 
7.30pm. All welcome. 

No special clothing or partner necessary; just soft-soled 
shoes. Call Elaine 389 3597 or Carole 472 4558.  

Mt Victoria Toastmasters Club 
Every Tuesday fortnight. 7:30pm. New Crossways, 6 
Roxburgh St. All welcome. 
Join us and improve your public speaking and leadership 
skills: mountvictoria@toastmasters.org.nz; 
www.mtvictoastmasters.org.nz, or drop in for more info.  

Peak Players Table Tennis  
Mon 9.30-noon; Wed 1.30-4. Constable St end of 
Alexandra Rd, just past the Croquet Club.  
$4 includes tea/coffee. For more info, email Diana Winn 
at Winnich@xtra.co.nz or phone 8019556.  

Mt Victoria Historical Society 

Mt Victoria Historical Society offers informative meetings, 
guided walks, and a quarterly newsletter.  
For information or to join, visit the website at 
www.MtVictoria.history.org.nz.  

Crossways Community Crèche 
8:30am-1:15pm, Mon-Fri; 61 Majoribanks St.   
The Crèche is a parent-run early learning centre for 
children aged 1-5. Our child/teacher ratio is 18 
children/session, 3 qualified teachers, and up to 2 
volunteers.  

Spaces currently available. Contact 04 384 8201 or 
enrolments@crosswayscreche.org.nz.  
The Crèche is also the Mt Victoria pick-up point for 
Wairarapa Eco Farms vege shares. 

PikoPiko Clyde Quay Kindergarten 
8.45am-2.45pm, M–F; cnr Elizabeth & Brougham Sts.  
We’re on the Clyde Quay School grounds and offer 20 
hours ECE. We prefer a 3-day minimum enrolment. 

Details: www.wmkindergartens.org.nz, 385 0441, and 
pikopikoclydequay@wmkindergartens.org.nz 

Unclassified Advertisements 
Free 3-line ads to MtVicNewsletter@gmail.com by 20th 
of preceding month. Include an expiry date for editor & 
readers. Mt Victoria connection, please. 

• Experienced tutor available: Research skills, essay 
writing, referencing; English, History, and more. Years 
11-13 & uni levels. Phone 021 735 279. 

• Pruning work wanted: Fruit tree specialist. Contact 
grant.b.lyon@gmail.com; 021 174 2603. 

• Guitar Teacher in Mt Victoria. Beginner & Intermediate 
level; Children & Adults. 027 213 1476. 

• For sale: Antique dressers (2) & sideboard (1). Late 
1800s; perfect for Mt Vic villas! Excellent condition. Ph 
Val: 027 674 2365. 

• Help available: During school hours. Female Iraqi 
refugee/NZ citizen with experience in housekeeping 
and childcare work. Contact 021 214 7395. 

• Garage wanted: Classic mini needs covered off-street 
home for up to a year. Only 1.5m needed! Contact 
Margot: 027 698 9067; margotjrb@gmail.com. 

• Beauty Therapist: Affordable prices in Mt Victoria. 
Visit www.facebook.com/d.touchbeauty for details or 
text 027 238 9597. 

• Clairvoyant medium in Mt Victoria. Visit 
www.facebook.com/divinehigherself for details. 

• Violin Teacher or Babysitter:   Caitlin Huxtable,  
Bmus Hons. In Mt Vic. 022 038 0055. 

• Wanted: Occasional cleaner for Hawker St flat. Approx. 
4 hrs each time. With pride & high standard. Please call 
John: 021 425 426. 

 
  
 

 
 
 

Babysitters & Pet Minders 
For a listing of available Babysitters,  

Child Minders, Pet Feeders, & Dog Walkers 
Visit our website 

www.MtVicNews.org.nz 
 

Mt Victoria Historical Society 
AGM 

 
Sunday, 16 October, 2pm 

Ace House, 111 Brougham St 

After the Annual General Meeting, there will be a 
presentation,  

 

Prefabrication in New Zealand: 
 - past, present and future. 

From railway houses to Victorian villas, pattern-
book houses are part of New Zealand’s built 
environment history. 

Join us as we hear from Pamela Bell, author of 
Kiwi Prefab and Chief Executive of PrefabNZ 
(www.prefabnz.com ) about the history, current 
exemplars and futuristic precedents of 
prefabricated housing. 



3  

 Deadline	for	next	newsletter:	20th	of	prior	month.	Email:	MtVicNewsletter@gmail.com.	
The Mt Victoria Newsletter has been an independent publication for 40 years, supportive of but unaffiliated with any 
other organizations. We receive support from sponsors, advertisers, and volunteers, and actively welcome newcomers.  
If you’d like to help with producing and/or distributing the Newsletter, please contact us. You can find current and 
back issues on our website:			www.mtvicnews.org.nz	 Harriet Margolis & Patrick McCombs, for the Newsletter team 

Annual Fawkes Food Fair 
Clyde Quay School 

Saturday 5 November: 5-8pm 
CQS Elizabeth St. 

Our local school fundraiser this year falling on  
5 November is a great destination for an exotic dinner 
enroute to the fireworks display on the waterfront. Get 
ready to be entertained from the stage, while sampling 

an array of international fare. This year we have: 

• Indian curries 
• Thai curries 
• Malaysian curries 
• Chinese Dumplings 
• Vietnamese Summer Rolls 
• German Bratworst 
• Ethiopian Lamb 
• Mexican Soft Tacos 
• Nachos 
• International Salads 
• Pulled Pork Rolls 
• Japanese Sushi 
• Kiwi BBQ 
• French Crepes 

So, grab your family, neighbours and friends, and head 
down to Clyde Quay School this Guy Fawkes night, for 

some live music, dance and a damn fine meal. 

Please support this school fundraiser.  
Rain or shine. Eftpos available. 

 

 

 
Friends Meeting House 

Open Day: Saturday 12 November 10am–2pm  

The Friends Meeting House in Moncrieff Street will have 
an open day next month to welcome their neighbours 
and community, and to show off the work they have 
done to strengthen and update their building. 

Save the Date 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mt Victoria Community Hub  
is officially open 
New Crossways Community Centre has moved from 
Roxburgh Street to its new venue at 24E Elizabeth Street 
and we invite you to drop by for a cuppa and a chat. 

 
Thank you to everyone who has helped with the move 
and relocation of the user groups, and to our new 
confirmed community partner organisations – Innermost 
Gardens, ACE House, Clyde Quay School, Irish Society. 
These organisations will provide facilities for community 
groups that the Mt Vic Community Hub will help 
facilitate. 

If you would like to find out more or volunteer with the 
Trust please contact us to see what would suit you; 
crossways@crossways.org.nz or 021 765 525  

Upcoming Events: 
Advanced Adventures - A Mt Victoria Experience.  
Tuesday 11 October. 10am – 1pm  
St Josephs Church, Ellice Street. No cost  
Part of Wellington City Council's Seniors Week 

Take part in our workshops, talks and classes and have a 
wander through the other activities on offer including 
recording your stories in the WCC Recording Caravan, 
have a go on bikes (E-Bikes provided or bring your own), 
giveaways, information stalls, board games, computer 
demo on ‘making a blog post’ by Clyde Quay School 
kids. 

Programme: 
10am – 1pm Stalls and activity stations  
10 – 10.30 Yoga Rhapsody intro class with live  

acoustic guitar 
10.30 Performance from Pikopiko Kindy 

children 
10.30 Senior Net: Talk on technology in our 

world 
11 – 12 pm Live music 
11 – 11.30 Morning tea 
12 – 12.30pm Feldenkreis intro class  
12 – 12.30pm Sustainability Trust talk ”Healthy homes” 
1pm Finish 
 

 “It’s a Spring Thing” community festival 
Saturday 12 November: 11am – 2 pm,  
Innermost Gardens 

We are seeking volunteers to help with this event to 
celebrate spring and the environment so please contact 
us if you’d like to be involved.  

Trish Given 
Crossways Manager 
Outside the new Hub. 
Elizabeth St, opposite 
the school 

Don’t forget to post your 
Voting Papers 

Or deliver to the Council office 
Before noon Saturday 8 October 

Pssst: There’s still a posting box on 
Courtenay Place – outside where the 

Post Shop used to be. 
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