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Happy holidays and all best wishes for the future! 
Our Newsletter’s new Hub 
This is our last Newsletter after a collective 16+ years 
as your editors. We have enjoyed playing this role in 
the Mt Victoria community, and we will continue to 
contribute in other ways. We have always appreciated 
your messages of support for and interest in the 
Newsletter.  

We now happily pass the Newsletter to its new 
custodians, The Mt Vic Hub, with our best wishes.  

The Mt Victoria Newsletter was begun in 1976 by a 
group of community activists based at the original 
Crossways Community House. At that time there was a 
struggle for the future of the neighbourhood’s run-
down rental housing stock between developers of high-
rise flats (only Melksham Tower was built) and young 
families wanting to invest their sweat in a vision of an 
inner city community. The Newsletter was an important 
part of the campaign.   

Initially produced by a roster of editors, each 
newsletter gave the address of the next month’s editor 
where notices should be sent. More recently, 
responsibility has rested with one or two individuals 
supported by a team of volunteers who have helped 
with distribution and other important tasks. 

It is appropriate that for the next step in the 
Newsletter’s evolution it will move to the Mt Vic Hub, 
the granddaughter of the Crossways Community House 
where the Newsletter started its life 40 years ago.  

We thank you all for your support and encouragement, 
and wish you all the aest. 

Patrick McCombs & Harriet Margolis 
Co-editors 

“It’s a Spring Thing”  
Our first “Spring Thing” event was a success with the 
rain and winds dying away (enough at least!) and 
people coming to together to enjoy rickshaw rides, a 
community art mural, seedling swaps, clothes for 
charity, live music, cupcake decorating, lucky dip toys, 
face painting, a bouncy castle, kindy stall, the schools’ 
green enviroschools team, celebrating 40 years of the 
Mt Vic newsletter, art projects at the hub, delicious kai 
and drinks, information around loving food -hating 
waste, trapping pests, playing games, … and just being 
with each other.  

                   

A massive thanks to Clyde Quay School for letting us 
use their grounds, facilities, and equipment. This was 
such a wonderful help and they have been incredibly 
supportive as our partners and new neighbours! 

Mayor Justin Lester and our Lambton Ward councilors, 
Brian Dawson, Iona Pannett, and Nicola Young, also 
attended the event, and many of us took the 
opportunity to have a chat.  

Thank you to our sponsors: Wellington City Council, 
Just Paterson, Miles Gazley, and Commonsense 
Organics. 

Tania and the Mt Vic Hub team - Pam, Trish, Caitlin, 
Phil, Pete, Sara 

Photos this page from the Spring Thing by Tania Austin: left, 
the Mt Victoria Newsletter stand; above left, Christian 
Williams giving the Green Team a ride; above right, Mayor 
Justin Lester with Sean Linton. 
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Community Events  
Transition Towns:  
Tuesday, 13 December, 7:30pm. 24e Elizabeth St.  
All welcome. 
We will show the 2012 documentary film The Island 
President, about President Mohamed Nasheed and the 
climate change challenges facing the Maldives.  For 
more information, contact Frank Cook: 027 649 6508. 

Innermost Gardens:  
The Mt Victoria Community Garden and the Charles 
Plimmer House are located on the townbelt to the right 
off the top of Majoribanks St. All welcome. 
www.innermostgardens.org.nz  

Gardening Sundays:  
1st & 3rd of month, 11am-2pm. 

Hiring Plimmer House/Innermost Gardens:  
$15/hour, $50/4 hours; we can be flexible. Contact 
Margaret or Ian (iandmgarrett@gmail.com).  

Scottish Country Dancing: 
St Marks Community Hall, Dufferin St, Wednesdays, 
7.30pm. All welcome. 
No special clothing or partner necessary; just soft-soled 
shoes. Call Elaine 389 3597 or Carole 472 4558.  

Mt Victoria Toastmasters Club 
Every Tuesday fortnight. 7:30pm. All welcome. 

Join us and improve your public speaking and 
leadership skills. For more information: 
mountvictoria@toastmasters.org.nz or 
www.mtvictoastmasters.org.nz.  

Peak Players Table Tennis  
Mon 9.30-noon; Wed 1.30-4. Constable St end of 
Alexandra Rd, just past the Croquet Club.  
All welcome. 
$4 includes tea/coffee. For more info, email Diana 
Winn at Winnich@xtra.co.nz or phone 8019556.  

Mt Victoria Historical Society 
Mt Victoria Historical Society offers informative 
meetings, guided walks, and a quarterly newsletter.  
For information or to join, visit the website at 
www.MtVictoria.history.org.nz.  

Crossways Community Crèche 
8:30am-1:15pm, Mon-Fri; 61 Majoribanks St.   
The Crèche is a parent-run early learning centre for 
children aged 1-5. Our child/teacher ratio is 18 
children/session, 3 qualified teachers, and up to 2 
volunteers.  
Spaces currently available. Contact 04 384 8201 or 
enrolments@crosswayscreche.org.nz.  
The Crèche is also the Mt Victoria pick-up point for 
Wairarapa Eco Farms vege shares. 

PikoPiko Clyde Quay Kindergarten 
8.45am-2.45pm, M–F; cnr Elizabeth & Brougham Sts.  
We’re on the Clyde Quay School grounds and offer 20 
hours ECE. We prefer a 3-day minimum enrolment. 

Details: www.wmkindergartens.org.nz, 385 0441, 
and pikopikoclydequay@wmkindergartens.org.nz. 

Unclassified Advertisements 
Free 3-line ads to MtVicNewsletter@gmail.com by 
20th of preceding month. Include an expiry date for 
editor & readers. Mt Victoria connection, please. 

• For sale: Upcycled school desks (lift-up lid) and 
chairs. Pick your own Resene test-pot colour for lid. 
60 x 69 x 46. Ph Karen 021 08805629. 

• Experienced tutor available: Research skills, essay 
writing, referencing; English, History, and more. 
Years 11-13 & uni levels. Phone 021 735 279. 

• Pruning work wanted: Fruit tree specialist. Contact 
grant.b.lyon@gmail.com; 021 174 2603. 

• Guitar Teacher in Mt Victoria. Beginner & 
Intermediate level; Children & Adults. 027 213 1476. 

• Help available: During school hours. Female Iraqi 
refugee/NZ citizen with experience in housekeeping 
and childcare work. Contact 021 214 7395. 

• Violin Teacher or Babysitter: Caitlin Huxtable,  
Bmus Hons. In Mt Vic. 022 038 0055. 

• Accommodation wanted: Eastbourne family wants 
to house-sit/rent a 3-bedroomed house over Winter 
2017. References available. Contact: Chris-
Julia@xtra.co.nz.  

Going on vacation? 
A local resident advises that we should be wary of 
mischief makers turning off our power and gas from 
the meter boxes, which turns out to be awfully easy to 
do. Unfortunately, this particular bit of mischief has 
apparently been happening frequently in Mt Vic. 
Fortunately, it is also easy to turn these services back 
on ourselves, although some of us may need to phone 
the power or gas company for instructions.  
Perhaps motion sensor security lights are in order? 
 

Open House at Friends Meeting House 
Saturday, 10 December, 10am - 2pm. All welcome. 
The Friends Meeting House in Moncrieff St will have an 
Open Day, as part of getting to know our neighbours. 
The event will include discussion of an historical 
exhibition and Friends’ meetings for worship.  
Come see our newly strengthened historic Meeting 
House. Hot drinks and light refreshments available.  

 

Babysitters & Pet Minders 
For a listing of available Babysitters,  

Child Minders, Pet Feeders, & Dog Walkers 
Visit our website 

www.MtVicNews.org.nz 
 

Hire a Dowager Duchess 
Giving a dinner party? Invite me to entertain your 
friends with an after dinner speech. 
Choose from the following topics: 
• Should I lie about my age? 
• Ex husbands at the supermarket 
• Gatecrashing the chorus line 
• Chasing the stars 
• On being the Duchess of Wellington 

Call Margaret: 801 9777; 022 094 5080 
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From our returning Councilors 
I’m delighted to have been re-elected and look forward to continuing to serve Lambton ward, and working on my 
portfolio responsibilities: Central City Projects and Education Partnerships. 
Mt Victoria residents will benefit from plans to deliver more laneway upgrades (planning has begun on Lombard Lane 
and Egmont St), identifying suitable areas for pedestrianisation, increased greening and more work on the feasibility of 
reducing central city speed limits. Oriental Bay’s band rotunda is also on my list, as it needs strengthening so it can be 
used again. 
I'll be working on a consistent, citywide heritage plaque scheme, akin to the blue English Heritage plaques, with plans 
to mark sites such as the house in Hawker St where Brigadier Bernard Freyberg spent his childhood. Please send me 
any suggestions! 
Of course all these ideas cost money, and I'm conscious of the burden imposed by rate bills. Economist Shamubeel 
Eaqub recently told Councillors that Wellington’s rates are some of the highest in New Zealand. We’re all proud of our 
city’s liveability, and conscious of the resilience issues – it’s important Wellington is also affordable.  

I hope you all have a wonderful Christmas, and a very happy 2017. 

Nicola Young T: 021 654 844 E: nicola.young@WCC.govt.nz  
As I write, the city has come through a significant earthquake. We coped well but much remains to be done to make 
our city and communities resilient. To this end, I was honoured to open the new community hub for Mt Victoria, hosted 
by the school, as part of our suburb’s continuing effort to build community and to celebrate the 40th birthday of the 
community newsletter. We are fortunate to live in such a supportive and connected community.   

As we start a new Council triennium, I am honoured to have been re-elected to serve this community. Affordable 
housing, greening the city, cheaper bus fares, strong action on climate change and earthquake preparedness, and a 
rental warrant of fitness will be on my agenda.   

For Mt Victoria, I hope to see the Basin Reserve and Mt Victoria’s character protected as well as a fully developed 
resilience plan. Slower speed limits and the regeneration of Kent and Cambridge Terraces are also priorities.   
I wish you and your family a safe and happy holiday season and look forward to continuing to work with you over the 
next three years.   

Iona Pannett 384-3382/021-227-8509  

Bee Daddies and the Beeple Collective 

Wellington City Council, the BEEPLE collective, and 
Innermost Gardens are trialling bee hives at Innermost 
Gardens this summer. We want your opinion on that.  
For the last 12 months BEEPLE has supported a group 
of local dads to become beekeepers. We call these dads 
who have provided training and tools and employed a 
local beekeeper to be their mentor our bee daddies. 
Last year they turned over 100kgs of honey to children 
and families in the Lower Hutt area. 

We want to help them do more. We call this project our 
Beeple Honey Collective. It will employ 4 locals this 
spring to support our urban bees, provide honey for 
breakfast clubs in low decile schools, and help its 
parent, Common Unity, as well as other local food 
projects like Innermost Gardens. 
By hosting these hives we get pollination services and 
learn about bees, and our honey will go to a worthy 
local cause, like the Women's Refuge. We'll even have 
some spare honey that we can offer everyone in the 
community at our community events. 
The WCC, BEEPLE, and Innermost have come together 
to make this happen from December. Our trial 
implementation plan seeks to keep all the good stuff 
you get from gardens the same plus the benefits that 
come with bees – with health and safety above all.  
So what do you think? If you have any questions, we 
will get back to you as soon as possible. Please do 
email us: Innermostgardens@gmail.com. 

Thanks, the team at Innermost Gardens 

Neighbours to be proud of! 
Sophia Anthopoulos has been overwhelmed by the 
kindness of strangers as well as longtime friends and 
neighbours after our recent big earthquake.  
People from at least 6 different houses on Moir St 
immediately came by to ask if one of the street’s oldest 
and longest residents was OK.  
Her immediate neighbours brought her a cup of tea 
from their place and invited her to stay with them in 
their house. There were also phone calls from past and 
present neighbours, including from overseas, to check 
up on Sophia, who has mobility issues. 
Since emigrating from Greece, Sophia has lived in Mt 
Victoria for 47 years, 39 of them on Moir St, where she 
is a familiar figure enjoying her sunny porch and 
greeting passersby with friendship and interest. 
“I love Moir St,” Sophia says. “I want to thank [all those 
who checked on her after the quake] from the bottom 
of my heart. I love them all.” 
The kindness she has experienced makes her proud to 
live in Mt Victoria, and she wanted to let Newsletter 
readers know about this latest example of the strength 
of our community. 
Thank you, Sophia. It’s always good to be reminded 
that good neighbours and good community are a 
blessing for us all. 

Deadline	for	next	newsletter:	20th	of	prior	month.	Email:	MtVicNewsletter@gmail.com.	

The Mt Victoria Newsletter has been an independent publication for 40 years. We receive support from sponsors, 
advertisers, and volunteers, and actively welcome newcomers.  
You can find current and back issues on our website:	www.mtvicnews.org.nz.	 
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Let’s eat, drink, and be epicly merry! 
Ange Rothwell reports that the MVRA, The Mt Vic Hub, and other good people organizing happy things for us all are inviting 
us to a “Mt Victoria Community BBQ,” to be held on Sunday, 11 December, 4-8pm, at Innermost Community Gardens. 

There are limits to what all these amazing people can do for us, so while there is no cost for the event, it is BYO for 
everything. Bring enough to share and be prepared for “good times.”  
There will be families, dogs, frisbees, kites, and balls. Ange expects it to be “epic, or just delicious.” We expect it will actually 
be epicly delicious. 

 
Special offer to readers of this Newsletter from new Mt Vic business! 

Blair Kippenberger and his flatmates on Austin St have buttered us up so that we’ll include this message 

from them. “My flatmate and I started a business out of our garage here in Mt Vic about 6 months ago - 

delivereasy.co.nz. Our service connects people with local restaurants and provides home delivery of restaurant food. A lot of 
Mt Vic residents may have heard us banging away building hot boxes, fixing scooters, and generally making a racket. 
We’d love to offer your readers a free delivery for being understanding neighbours! The order code to use is MTVICFREE.”  
Offer valid until Christmas Day. Bon appétit! 

 

Interested in advertising here? Email: MtVicNewsletter@gmail.com 

 


