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Mt Victoria History 
The changing face of Mt Victoria was illustrated in 
photographs presented by Alan Olliver to a meeting 
organised by the Mt Victoria Historical Society at 
Crossways in August.  Over 40 members of the Society 
attended. 
Historical photos of Mt Victoria have been collected by 
the Society from the Turnbull Library and the 
Wellington City Council.  Other pictures have been 
provided by local residents.  
To show the changes that have taken place, Alan has 
replicated many of the photographs, taking pictures from 
the same spot as the historic picture. For several of the 
shots this required clambering up banks or asking for 
permission to photograph from upstairs windows.  Often 
the task was made difficult by the growth of trees 
blocking the view from the original position. 

In many of the photographs original houses are still 
clearly identifiable despite the addition of new buildings 
and alterations.   
The work of the Historical Society is preserving the 
history of our community in ways other than these 
photographs and other paper records.  To mark its tenth 
anniversary the group has embarked on a major project 
to capture and present a unique social history of Mt 
Victoria.  This will involve oral histories and a 
photographic record of long-time residents who have 
contributed to the life of the neighbourhood.  The 
intention is to share the results with a broader audience 
through a small exhibition. 
If you would like to participate, or know someone we 
should approach to be involved, the Society would love 
to hear from you.  You can contact Alan Olliver on  
385 1022.   
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Mount Victoria Residents Association 
1. It seems that some of you are concerned about the tagging 

that has appeared around the neighbourhood. Several 
have offered different solutions.  It is imperative that 
when you ring WCC�s 499 4444 that you get an enquiry 
number for follow up purposes. 

2. It has been suggested that it might be an idea to have an 
avenue of trees down the middle of the wide part of 
Elizabeth Street past the school, once the route of trams. 

3. WCC�s arborists etc are doing their best to ensure the 
survival of the olive trees down from Clyde Quay School 
that have suffered from vandalism. We have suggested 
sturdier bindings. 

4. To reassure many callers: the kerbside inorganic rubbish 
collection is on the first Saturday of December. This 
annual project is a collaboration between MVRA and 
WCC 

Rosamund Averton 
President: Mount Victoria Residents Association. 
 
News From Our Schools 
Yet Another Clyde Quay Update! 
Following up to Clyde Quay School�s worm farm project we 
entered ourselves in to the YHA and Department Of 
Conservation�s Young Conservationist Awards for 2006. To 
our great joy we won!!! And our prize is $1000. With this 
money we plan to carry on with our worm farm project and 
plant more trees and shrubs in and around our school. Also we 
will use this money to get underway with our composting 
project at the school. 
Last week Clyde Quay students performed kapa haka and 
gamelan at the Michael Fowler Centre as part of Arts Splash. 
Clyde Quay School still remains the only school in NZ to have 
their own gamelan orchestra (the sort they play in Indonesia). 
Earlier in the week students from years 3�8 sang at the 
Michael Fowler Centre as part of a mass choir.  
This coming week we are heading to the Town Belt as part of 
Clean Up NZ week.  
The school term ends on Friday 22 September. We are ending 
our term with our won wearable arts assembly. Across the 
school we have been turning our rubbish into gorgeous outfits. 
We have made clothing and accessories with a Pacifika theme. 
School starts again after the holidays on 9 October. 
School reporter: Lachlan 
 

Undergrounding Power and Telephone 
Cables 
Wellington City Council is helping residents to go 
underground with a contestable fund for the undergrounding 
of overhead cable networks. It will also advise and assist 
residents who want to pay for undergrounding themselves. 
The council says "There has long been a desire from some 
ratepayers to remove unsightly overhead cables outside their 
properties. The difficulty then arises of who should pay � the 
local residents themselves, the utility companies or the 
Council.  The new policy is founded on the principle that 
those that benefit from undergrounding should pay an amount 
proportional to the benefits received". 
The policy has three main components: a $200,000 
contestable undergrounding fund pilot programme where 
residents can apply to the Council for partial subsidies, 
council facilitation of undergrounding projects that are 
initiated and paid for by residents, and planned 
undergrounding in conjunction with Council infrastructure 
projects and park upgrades. 
 
TXT a Bus (cont.) 
We�ve had great feedback on texting to get the time for the 
next bus at your stop � if only the busses stuck to the 
timetable!  For those who want to text to get the time of the 
next bus home from town here�s some more stop numbers. 
Just text the number of the bus stop to BUS and the scheduled 
times of the next three buses are sent back. For stops that 
handle multiple destinations you need to enter your route 
number after the stop with a space between. Rather than 
keeping a note of your stop number on your fridge, why not 
enter it into the phone now. Texts cost 20c. 

Bus Stop To Town To Hataitai 
Railway station  6000 2 
James Smith  5512 2 
Courtenay Place  5516 2 
Elizabeth St at Kent Tce 7212 6212 
Brougham St at Crossways 7213 6213 
Pirie St at dairy 7214 6214 
Pirie St at bus tunnel 7215 6215 

 
Broadband � Or  
�Never Mind the Quality, Feel the Width� 
While Telecom�s Xtra continues to promote their broadband 
internet service, promoting plans that offer speeds �up to 
3.5Mbps�, customers in Mt Victoria are receiving a maximum 
speed of only 0.665Mbps.  This information is provided to 
people joining or upgrading their plan.  While Xtra�s letter to 
customers mentions distance from the exchange and the 
wiring in the house as factors slowing data speeds, their 
technicians have confirmed that the bottleneck is the capacity 
of their cross-town cables and the equipment installed in the 
exchange serving Mt Victoria.  The speed at the house may be 
even slower.  
Mpbs is a measure of the data transfer speed, standing for 
million bits per second. Dial-up connections are typically 56 
thousand bits per second (Kbps). 

Unclassified Advertisements:
• Found Brougham/Marjoribanks, small green 

taupoline, possibly BBQ cover. Ph: Prue 934-8123 
• Computer drives: 80GB hard drive, DVD/CD burner 

$25 each  Ph: 385 1854 
Free 3-line ads to mtvicnewsletter@xtra.co.nz
or ph 384 6076 

Edna�s Scrapbook: 
Parking may cost 
The former police barracks on the corner of Buckle and
Tasman Streets is unique in that it is one of the few public
buildings in Wellington which unashamedly displays the
fact that it was built by prisoners and from bricks
manufactured by prisoners. 
The Mount Cook Police Station was constructed in 1894, a
time when Wellingtonians were treated daily to the sight of
a prison gang, some wearing chains and shackles, marching
to Mount Cook from their prison on The Terrace.  Prison
brickworks on Mount Cook (where the National Museum
and Wellington High School are) used clay from the hill.
Each prison-made brick had an arrow stamped into one end.
Architect Grahame Anderson�s report on the building for
the Historic Places Trust described the Police Station as �A
stern and lonely remnant of a once widely used local
product, and of the huge Mount Cook Gaol, never
completed, on the hill behind�. 
Evening Post 28 February 1979 
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What�s On  at this End of Town 
Diwali: Celebrate Wellington's vibrant Indian culture at the 
fantastic Diwali Festival of Lights. 20-22 October. Civic 
Square 
A Knight With A Dame: Howard Morrison Quartet and Dame 
Malvina Major. Sunday, 29 October, Michael Fowler Centre 
On Our Street: This cheerful and imaginative show is back in 
Wellington after delighting thousands of children throughout 
New Zealand with its winning mix of songs, slapstick 
performance, stories and puppets. Co-written by Jenny 
Pattrick (The Denniston Rose) and the National Theatre For 
Children�s artistic director Peter Wilson. Original score by 
Wellington composer Laughton Pattrick. Capital E. 
www.capitale.org.nz 
Dorothy The Dinosaur's Dance Party: Live and interactive 
show for children.  Thursday, 26 October 9:30am, 11.30am & 
1.30pm. Opera House 
Capital E September Holiday Workshops: Join the OnTV 
crew to produce a live celebrity-news style TV show in the 
new Creative Live TV. Street Craft children can make 
something special based on the show. Origami Originals 
create amazing animals and beautiful shapes from paper. 
Battle of Young Wits team-on-team comedy. Young 
improvisers in scenes made up on the spot. Circus School, a 5-
day course. RoboCup Junior lets children make and 
programme their own robots! To 6 October. Capital E. 
www.capitale.org.nz 
Ian Moss And Diesel: Ian Moss, The former lead guitarist 
from Cold Chisel, and Diesel (Johnny Diesel & The Injectors) 
together. 18 October. Hope Brothers, Dixon St. 
www.mosstrooper.com.au 
Highway of Legends: Brendan Dugan, Gray Bartlett, Jodi 
Vaughan, the Hamilton County Bluegrass Band and Yolande 
Gibson. Wednesday, 25 October. Opera House 
Master Class: Set in 1948 Stalin conducts a deadly game of 
psychological warfare. 14 Oct � 11 Nov. Circa Theatre 
Wellington Chamber Music Society: Munro-Smith-Berlin 
Trio. Piano. Mozart, Shostakovich, Brahms. 3pm 15 October. 
Ilot Theatre, 
Jacques Loussier Trio: Virtuoso,  magic French jazz 
ensemble. 17 October. Michael Fowler Centre 
NZSO Series: Conductor Susanna Mälkki and violinist Vadim 
Repin. Lilburn, Sibelius, Mahler. 27 October Michael Fowler 
Centre 
Radio Hauraki 40th Anniversary Concert Tour: Th�Dudes, 
Hello Sailor and Hammond Gamble. Tuesday 10 Oct. Opera 
House www.hauraki.co.nz 
Tommy Emmanuel - The Guitar Master Returns!  Friday 6 
October Michael Fowler Centre www.tommyemmanuel.com 
Contact Energy Scorching Duathlons: Relaxed events 
involving running & cycling only (no swimming involved - 
since it's winter!) for participants of all abilities; male, female, 
young (over 10 yrs) and old. Our focus is on participation; no 
first prizes only spot prizes. Events start at 9am; registration 
from 7am. Sunday 1 Oct. Scorching Bay. Seatoun 
www.scorching.co.nz 
Emily Smith: Scottish folk singer. Part of the Wellington Folk 
Festival. 11 Oct. National Library Theatre 
Anika Moa: First solo tour. 20 Oct. Sandwiches. 
www.anikamoa.com 
Taekwon-Do National Championship: 7-8 Oct. TSB Bank 
Arena, Queens Wharf 
Les Mills Bodybuilding Champs: Saturday, 14 October 10am 
& 6pm Opera House  
Italian Film Festival:   18 October - 1 November. Paramount. 
www.italianfilmfestival.co.nz 
 

Council Consults on Consultation  
Two years after the local body election that delivered a 
wake-up call, the city council has completed the first 
phase of its consultation review and is now seeking 
feedback on a draft policy on �engagement�. The draft 
policy is available from the council (Ph 499 4444 
www.wellington.govt.nz). Submissions close 18 November. 
The first aim of the proposed new policy is to �build 
public trust and confidence in the council and its 
decision-making�.  The council hopes that by operating 
an �open and honest decision-making process, residents 
and communities will be more actively involved in the 
future direction of the city�.  By better engaging with 
residents the council hopes to be better informed of 
communities� views, needs and aspirations when it makes 
decisions. 
The council sees itself engaging with residents in three 
ways: through the delivery of everyday services and 
facilities; in ongoing relationships with communities, 
groups and clubs; and through consultation when 
decisions are to be made.   
Under the policy the council, including both staff and the 
council itself, have undertaken to �act with integrity, be 
committed and competent, take responsibility for what it 
does, deliver on what it says it will do, and work with the 
community to deliver on community needs and 
aspirations�. 
The policy makes clear that decisions will be made by the 
council on behalf of the community.  The council�s 
policy document sets out the different levels at which the 
public could be involved in decision making: 

- informing 
- obtaining views  
- involving  
- collaborating  
- empowering.   

The council says that when it decides to consult it will 
do so at the level of �involving�.  The policy makes 
clear that involving is about the council being informed 
of people�s views so they can be taken into account and 
that it is not about �reaching agreement or consensus, 
negotiating the outcome, or treating submissions as a 
�vote� �.  When the council decides not to consult it will 
inform the community of its decisions. 
The council policy comes out a month after an 
conference on public participation was held in Brisbane 
attended by 2000 international delegates 
(www.iap2.org.au).  The conference adopted a statement 
confirming the principles of community engagement as: 

• Integrity � when there is openness and honesty 
about the scope and purpose of engagement; 

• Inclusion - when there is an opportunity for a 
diverse range of values and perspectives to be freely 
and fairly expressed and heard; 

• Deliberation � when there is information for 
dialogue, choice and decisions, and when there is 
space to weigh options, develop common 
understandings and to appreciate respective roles 
and responsibilities; 

• Influence � when people have input in designing 
how they participate, when policies and services 
reflect their involvement, and when their impact is 
apparent. 
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18 Majoribanks St, Mt Victoria Tel: 385 7577 

Bringing the cuisine of Cyprus; and Sicily;  
and indeed all of the Mediterranean 

And, not least of all 
The only cup of Coffee Supreme in Mount Victoria 

Open Tuesday to Saturday from 5.30pm 

 

Mt Victoria�s gem 

Wellington�s largest range of finials,  
fretwork & lacework, colonial mouldings,  

scotias, skirtings, balustrades & posts, 
verandah post moulds,  

post tops & cappings,  
T&G paneling 

 
Mouldings & Finishings Ltd  
39 Home St, Mt Victoria 
Ph: 385 7600 Fax: 385 7601 
www.mouldingsandfinishings.co.nz 

 

FREE BBQ* 
Buy a jug, quart, glass of wine 

or house spirit 
& receive a free barbecue (from 6.30pm) 

$3 handles and shots 
Wednesdays @ the Camby 

 

 
Personal Home Care Ltd. 

• Providing quality care tailored to individual needs 
• Helping to maintain independence in your own home 
• Flexible short and long term placements 
• 24 hour support service 

Please call for an informative brochure.  
Telephone: 475  8875 

Create AMBIENCE...
Enjoy AMBIENCE... 

Experience AMBIENCE 
your local plant shop with a twist 

Special offer for Mt Victoria 
Residents Thinking Landscaping 

Order your plants through us 
 and we will give you �.. 

Free on site expert advice. 
Buy 10 or more plants and 
Get a minimum of 10% off  

(we plant them too) 
14 Elizabeth St.,  
OPEN 7 Days  

(We close at 6pm on week days) 

THE 
LAST SUPPER CLUB 

 
21 BLAIR STREET, WELLINGTON, NEW ZEALAND 

Your Local Haven! 
The Last supper Club is open seven nights until late and 

lunch by arrangement. Great for that after work wind down
drink, dinner or late night cocktails. 

Weekly specials with our �What�s Hot at Supper Club� 
newsletter like cocktail specials, wine and cheese night 

Tuesdays, live entertainment on Friday evenings, DJ Danny
Lemon on Saturday Nights and BYO wine on Sundays. 

The Last Supper Club � See you there! 
Phone:  (04) 8015212 Fax(04) 8015213 

email lastsupperclub@trinitygroup.co.nz  
Website www.thelastsupperclub.co.nz 


