
 

April 2007 
Flashback to 1981 � thanks to the Cook Strait News and Edna�s Scrapbook 
STUDY BRINGS NEW ARTERIAL ROUTE INTO EASTERN SUBURBS A STEP CLOSER
The upgrading of the major access to 
the eastern suburbs, the route via the 
Mount Victoria tunnel, is likely to 
gain momentum now that a study into 
the proposed link-up of the motorway 
with the tunnel has been published. 
The study commissioned by the 
National Roads Board and the 
Wellington City Council was prepared 
by the city's former design engineer 
Mr R.W. Burrell. 
Of the routes and traffic patterns 
studied by Mr Burrell, the one which 
comes out on the winning side is a 
composite scheme which embodies the 
best features of all the alternatives 
which have been under study since 
1963. 
The report proposes a two lane arterial 
route running from the present 
southern portal of the Terrace tunnel, 
under Vivian and Willis Streets, and 
under the Victoria Street extension. 
The route then rises over Taranaki 
Street before once again dropping 
down below a new flyover linking 
Sussex Street with Kent and 
Cambridge Terrace. 
On and off ramps are provided at 
Taranaki and Cuba Streets and at Kent 
Terrace. 

At this stage the plans show the new 
arterial road ending at the existing 
Mount Victoria tunnel but the report 
calls for a second tunnel. Each tunnel 
would then become a one way system. 
In welcoming the report, Miramar MP 
and Minister of Works Mr Bill Young 
told the News the report would now 
be receiving further consideration by 
the city council, the 9B District Roads 
Council and the National Roads Board. 
Mr Young said that two years ago he 
had said the link was of the greatest 
importance to the eastern suburbs 
because it would allow traffic to pass 
from the tunnel across the city 
without hindrance from traffic lights. 
Mr Young also said that this was the 
situation which cross-city motorists in 
Auckland enjoy at the present time. 
In 1978, Mr Young outlined what was 
called the Boulevard concept which by 
today's terms have cost approximately 
$40 million. This initial concept had 
been prepared by de Leuw Cattier. 
Mr Young says that either of the two 
composite alternatives now being 
considered will cost less than half this 
figure and are much more in line with 
today's thinking on roading costs. 
"Whatever the final decision, in my 
 

opinion, it is imperative that there is a 
direct approach through the city to the 
Mount Victoria tunnel" says Mr 
Young. 
The worst bottleneck at the present 
time is the roundabout at the Basin 
Reserve which can cause a bank up of 
traffic right through the tunnel, Mr 
Young claims. 
He says that an early decision will be 
good from every point of view. There 
is surplus land in the city owned by 
the National Roads Board which can 
then be disposed of to good purpose. 
"Firm design and engineering 
proposals can be provided for urgently 
and flow on to construction" says Mr 
Young. 
The Wellington city planner, Mr Ken 
Clarke said the decision to extend the 
motorway had now been made and 
what was needed now was to decide 
the form and when work should 
commence. 
A proposed timetable calls for 
construction to start in the 1981-82 
year. However it was emphasised that 
the motorway extension was second 
priority in the overall scheme. The 
National Roads Board has already 
confirmed the Ngauranga motorway 
interchange as first priority. 

 
This Newsletter is 
sponsored by 
JUST PATERSON 

9-11 Tory Street 
Wellington 
Phone 04 385 7755 
Fax 04 385 6644 
View our homes at: 
www.justpaterson.co.nz 

Did you see this letter to the editor? 
Let me tell you how it occurred �  

Russell Armitage, ex Councillor 
I was in Wellington recently and was amazed (and amused) that the much vaunted
central-city bypass is proving such a fiasco and that many people are surprised at
the gridlock. I was a Wellington city councillor from 1990-93 when the bypass was
being debated. Traffic specialists made it clear at the time that an underground or
trench bypass was the only sensible solution. 
I can tell you how Wellington ended up with the mess it now has. Some councillors
went along with single-issue pressure groups who mounted specious arguments
against the need for any traffic improvements at all. These councillors were sucked
into that approach, voted against the original underground proposal and the council
then spent years trying for a compromise. 
But, for bypass opponents no compromise was possible. What Wellington ended up
with was the worst "solution" - worse than had nothing been done. 
Wellington electors voted me out of office in 1993 for my unequivocal support of
the underground option but I can take some satisfaction, I suppose, at being able to
say, "I told you so". I can now only suggest Transit NZ starts digging and the current
council initiates urgent and radical bypass surgery.  DomPost  13 March 2007 
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Mount Victoria Residents Association 

! WCC assure me that they have not issued any 
consents for changes to the Bay Plaza Hotel between 
Clyde Quay and Roxburgh St, contrary to rumours. 

! If you have been tardy and would still like to make a 
submission on the review of the Off Road Mountain 
Biking Policy then please do so. Adele Gibson at WCC 
is "more than happy to continue receiving people's 
views and completed surveys [on Council's website].... 
over the coming weeks."  In due course the council 
expects to seek feedback on the draft policy before it is 
finalised. 

! Some have asked whether there is a book of tracks 
that I would recommend. The best is Town Belt Walks 
by Mark Pickering, written in 1994. There is a copy in 
the library, or people are welcome to borrow my copy. 
Most of the tracks, trails and routes mentioned are still 
in existence, although in some areas (not Mt Victoria) 
they are now less verdant! 

! Please, if you are having problems getting a response 
from council officers, or from having rung 499 4444, 
even though you have an enquiry number, then ring 
again and ask for the Issues Resolution Office. 

! It seems that the people doing the re-surfacing in 
Lipman Street have wandered off as contractors often 
do. But they will be back, or so I am told. 

! There are swarms of butterflies around the city, in and 
above Otari, on Wrights Hill and above Palmer Park 
(Strathmore) etc. I was surprised to read that numbers 
were diminishing in the South Island. 

! I really appreciate you all keeping me informed with 
issues such as these. Mt Victoria is truly a village! 

Rosamund Averton 
President: Mount Victoria Residents Association. 
 

 
It Must be Election Year 

The council policy and strategy committee has agreed to 
include $225,000 of ratepayers� money in the proposed 
plan for the new financial year to attack graffiti. Two 
Lambton Ward councillors responded to the issues raised 
in the March Newsletter. 
Alick Shaw commented �I agree it is a priority for the city 
and following representations from Mt Victoria residents 
in particular, I was instrumental in it being brought to the 
table for this Annual Plan.� 
Ian McKinnon wrote �As one of the 'drivers' of this policy, 
it certainly has my support - the amount of graffiti around 
Wellington is totally unacceptable, in fact any graffiti is 
totally unacceptable because in effect it is 'property 
vandalism'. There should certainly be zero tolerance, as I 
have discussed with both Officers here and the Police.�  

 
Update on Butterflies 

A recent article in the Dominion Post revealed that some 
butterflies in the Wellington region were becoming scarce 
compared with earlier years. In my own observation, I 
have also noticed fewer yellow admirals, while red 
admirals have not been around this year (unless they are 
hiding away in some other part of Mount Victoria). The 
�admirals�, according to the books I have consulted, 
require nettles to breed, and I wonder whether any person 
in Mount Victoria keeps a supply for this purpose. 
Monarch butterflies have been much less common this 
year. In my garden, there are at present about thirty 
caterpillars, which is about one-quarter of the usual 
number. These caterpillars feed exclusively on the swan 
plant (Asclepia) although in an emergency they will eat 
some pumpkin. 
Anybody who would like some swan plants can contact 
Russell Davies at 934-1449 (Email: bordar@paradise.net.nz;  
Website  Rustydavies.com) 
 
A Simple Way To Help Your Street In An Emergency 

Many people may not have the time for regular meetings 
or training in civil defence and yet can be of enormous 
value following an earthquake or other disaster.  One of 
the first tasks will be to assess the degree of damage 
throughout the district. To this end people who are given 
the role of street reporters are valuable; it is their task to 
ascertain within their individual street (or part of a street 
in the case of the longer ones) what particular help will be 
needed, such as an ambulance or fire brigade. 
There will also be a need for �runners� to carry out 
reconnaissance work; civil defence volunteers will send 
them to gather information about places of particular 
concern. These people will need to be reasonably fit, but it 
is not their job to carry out any rescues or medical 
assistance. 
If you would like more information about civil defence, or 
to volunteer as a street reporter, please contact George at 
021 878 877.  Next meeting at Clyde Quay School 17 April 
starting at 7 pm. 

Letter to the Editor
Bypass Gridlock 
The nightly gridlock on Kent Terrace is evidence of
hapless and irresponsible planning associated with the
bypass. What used to be a two or three minute drive from
the Embassy to the Basin Reserve now takes up to 20
minutes, specially if you are trying to reach the southern
suburbs, which have been allocated only one of the four
lanes. Once you get round the Basin Reserve, the single-
lane south opens up to four or five lanes - but by then it's
too late. One lane for all this traffic heading south -
including the huge flow from State Highway One - is not
enough. Everyone can see this - except for the roading
engineers.  Yours etc, Frustrated Motorist 

Traditional saying: 
�Some people should not see things half done�

What�s On:  Now We Are Fearless doco 
This 30 min documentary showing how community
development is empowering women in Southern India
was produced in 2006 by Mt Victoria residents Mary-
Jane Rivers, Helen Wilson and Patrick McCombs.  City
Art Gallery Theatre. 5.30pm Friday 27 April. $10 
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Putting Money where the Heart Lies 
Evening Post 5 June 1987:  The WCC last month called for 

objections on a proposed change to the zoning of Mt 
Victoria�s lookout site to include a restaurant as a 
predominant use.  The site is presently zoned open 
space.  Mrs Marion Henderson says she will be 
submitting an objection �because the lookout is a 
Wellington, if not a national, treasure, and the open 
space surrounding it is essential to its enjoyment�.  

 

WCC Website 2007:  �Community input and market 
research indicate that people want the Council to 
maintain the natural feel of the summit. 
�Funding for the project is coming from the Council. In 
addition, the Henderson Conservation Trust has 
donated $15,000 towards the costs of landscaping and 
the Ministry of Tourism has granted $80,550 through 
the Tourism Facilities Grant Programme for 
installation of interpretive panels and signs.� 

The Henderson Conservation Trust was established by 
Marion and Bruce Henderson, who in their lifetimes were 
stalwart members of Action for Environment, Friends of 
the Town Belt and ECO. 

 
Rates Rebate for Company Share Flats 
Some low-income owners of company share flats in Mt 
Victoria have been wondering what happened to their 
application for a rates rebate, having had no response from 
the council. Home-owners, meanwhile, have had up to 
$500 credited to their rates from Internal Affairs. 
WCC Rates Manager Fiona Bee has advised that the rebate 
for company share flats will be paid as a cheque to the 
qualifying owner in July. It is a pity that the council chose 
not to let the applicants know what is happening, 
especially as some who rang to ask have been wrongly told 
that, because the rates bill is not issued in their name, they 
did not qualify. 
 

Expect a Rates Rise 
The council has proposed a plan for this year that would 
increase average residential rates by 6%. Part of that 
increase reflects an ongoing policy of reducing the 
proportion of rates paid by the commercial sector. Because 
Mt Victoria house values have increased by more than 
average, our rates will increase by over 10%. 
Wellingtonians will get an opportunity to have their say 
on the Draft Annual Plan from 16 April to 18 May. That 
feedback will be one of the factors Councillors take into 
account when they meet in late June to make final 
decisions on this year�s rates. The final Annual Plan will be 
published in July. 
The council plans to collect $215m in rates and borrow a 
further $54m for capital spending. New initiatives account 
for $2.65m in operational costs, plus $1m capital. 
New initiatives this year include: 

- Provision of a wet hostel for alcoholics $250,000 
- Anti-graffiti flying squad $225,000 
- Tsunami warning system $100,000 
- Inner city building retro-fit demonstration project 

$105,000 
- Museums Trust increased funding $480,000 
- Aquatic Centre carpark $220,000 
- Community Centre operations $206,000, 
- Professional advice for sports clubs $100,000 

Increased charges for swimming pools, sidewalk cafe 
seating, sandwich boards and libraries have been proposed 
to limit the rates increase. 

 

Deadline for next newsletter: 15th of month Editorial: Patrick McCombs 385 1854.  Advertising: Nicola Byrne 384 6076 
Email: mtvicnewsletter@xtra.co.nz Printed by Fullstop, Victoria St

Unclassified Advertisements: 
• Acting classes: Explore your creative potential in 

fun, affordable classes for adults and children. 
Contact Mel Dodge at bravetheatre@gmail.com for 
further information 

• Off-street carpark for rent: $30 Mon-Fri Hawker 
St. For details phone 021 061 9978  

• English tuition available: Moir St, 
Mt Victoria. Ph Margaret Peebles 385 0957 

• House cleaner wanted: 3-4 hrs per wk, would 
prefer Friday. Mt Victoria area. 
Ph Jackie 0275 229526 

Free 3-line ads to mtvicnewsletter@xtra.co.nz
or phone 384 6076 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 2007/2008

Crossways Community Creche are currently selling
the latest Entertainment Book. They are full of 2-
for-1 and 25% off restaurant, hotel, beauty and
entertainment vouchers. Books cost $55 with $11
of this going to the Creche. We are currently
fundraising for a much needed safety gate.
Vouchers can be used immediately and are valid
until June 2008. Please call Tracy Morley-Hall
3844876 if you would like to purchase one. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Translation: You can now get to the bypass from
either lane past the lights at the tunnel exit without
having to squeeze left. When you are coming from
Adelaide Rd, new lights make it easier to get into the
right-hand lane if you are heading for Cambridge Tce.
The lights will make it easier for pedestrians and
cyclists to cross too.  We hope it works out.

New Traffic Signals at the Basin Reserve
Tomorrow new traffic signals will be operating 
at the Adelaide Rd/Rugby St intersection.  At 
this time, motorists from the Mt Victoria 
Tunnel will have two dedicated lanes to 
continue on to the Inner City Bypass. 
Motorists coming from Adelaide Rd will now 
have dedicated access via signals to Rugby St 
and the Basin Reserve.  Pedestrians and cyclists 
will benefit with safe passage across the road 
while traffic flow is expected to improve in 
general as a result of the change.�  (Transit 
notice. DomPost 9 March 2007) 
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Mt Victoria�s gem 

Wellington�s largest range of finials,  
fretwork & lacework, colonial mouldings, 

scotias, skirtings, balustrades & posts, 
verandah post moulds,  

post tops & cappings,  
T&G panelling 

Mouldings & Finishings Ltd  
39 Home St, Mt Victoria 
Ph: 385 7600 Fax: 385 7601 
www.mouldingsandfinishings.co.nz 

 

FREE BBQ* 
Buy a jug, quart, glass of wine 

or house spirit 
& receive a free barbecue (from 6.30pm) 

$3 handles and shots 
Wednesdays @ the Camby 

 
18 Majoribanks St, Mt Victoria Tel: 385 7577 

Bringing the cuisine of Cyprus; and Sicily;  
and indeed all of the Mediterranean 

And, not least of all 
The only cup of Coffee Supreme in Mount Victoria

Open Tuesday to Saturday from 6pm 

Ambience 
And then there was light! 

 
Brighten those long Winter 

evenings  
& add some ambience  

with our wonderful selection of 
candles and candle holders.  

 
Ambience on Elizabeth   

The designer gallery  
for those who love 

Pots, plants & gorgeous things 
OPEN 7 DAYS 

 www.potsnplants.co.nz 

 

 
64 Northland Road, Northland, Wellington  

| t: +4 475 7736 | f: +4 801 6069 
Dog Grooming Spa 

Dog Wares 
Dog & Pet Photography Studio 

info@otisandlouie.co.nz 
www.otisandlouie.co.nz 


