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Crossways Campaign at Starting Gate 
A Trust that will provide the legal structure for the 
community fundraising effort to save Crossways has 
been registered. The Trust was proposed jointly by the 
campaign committee and the residents association and 
approved at a public meeting held at Crossways in July. 
Kent Duston will act as secretary to the Trust (ph  
384 9297 email kent@autonomic.co.nz). 
The Trust will be supported by two working groups. 
One group will concentrate on fundraising and is 
convened by Bill Southworth (ph 385 6090 email 
fundcrossways@mac.com). The other group will work 
to capture what Mt Victoria needs from its community 
centre and to create a vision for the future of Crossways.  
It is convened by John Russell (ph 907 0100 email 
jrussell@woosh.co.nz). 
The objective of the Trust is focused on raising the funds 
to purchase Crossways.  Once the community facility is 
secured the Trust will hand over to another community 
organisation set up specifically to manage the centre. 
Four involved local people have been nominated as the 
initial Trustees to allow the Trust to be set up rapidly.  
At the same time approaches have been made to a 
number of leading citizens, with nationally recognised 
names, who live in Mt Victoria. They have been asked if 
they would be prepared to become involved in the 
campaign as the Trustees and to lend their names and 
door-opening influence to the cause. The Trust hopes to 
be able to make an announcement on the new Trustees 
shortly.  
Meanwhile ideas about the future are coming in to the 
committee. The change of ownership for Crossways 
provides an opportunity to look to the future and think 
about the elements that will make a vibrant, beating 
heart for our community in the early 21st century. Ideas 
suggested so far include a coffee outlet that would bring 
the place alive with people, and perhaps siting a 
purpose-built creche on the driveway space. The variety 
of meeting spaces would be retained for community 
groups and perhaps also for renting to corporate users. 
The economics of building apartments or small offices 
upstairs to help with the capital and operating costs will 
be explored.  
There is a strong wish to keep the appearance of the 
�gracious old lady� with its lawn and garden which, 
together with the school opposite and the dairy on the 
corner, creates a real centre for Mt Victoria which 
otherwise could be just another street intersection.  

At the suggestion of the Mt Victoria Residents 
Association the city council has started the process for 
giving the Crossways house a heritage listing in the 
district plan. While it seems that the interior of the 
building has little of historic value that would limit 
internal remodelling, it is not clear how a listing could 
constrain options for changes that could affect the 
outside of the community house. 
www.mtvictoria.org.nz  
 

NATURE WATCH 
Winter Spectacle & Child of Sound 
The dramatic increase in the number of tui in the 
Wellington region continues apace, and Mt Victoria is 
no exception. Six tui squabbling in the gum 
overhanging the courtyard at the Ambience garden 
shop are providing great entertainment. Last winter I 
counted 20+ of these avian extraverts in the gum trees 
above the former Victoria Women�s Bowling Club 
greens. I�m sure they�ll be gathering there again this 
year. The spectacle of a score of tui jousting over 
eucalyptus flowers on a still, sunny winter�s afternoon 
is one of the natural delights of Mt Victoria. 
The Regional Council�s pest control programme, 
which is largely responsible for the resurgence of tui, 
also appears to be benefiting less high profile native 
birds. The grey warbler or riroriro is making more of 
an appearance in Mt Victoria gardens than it used to, 
suggesting the population is expanding out of the town 
belt. This small, rather shy, olive/grey bird with bright 
red eyes is more often heard than seen. It has one of 
our most appealing bird songs and well lives up to its 
scientific name: gerygone �born of� or �child of 
sound�.  
The grey warbler/riroriro builds a beautifully made 
pendulous nest in which it often fosters the young of 
the much larger shining cuckoo, which winters over 
in the Solomon Islands (lucky for some!). The cuckoo 
returns in spring when its �pi-pi-whareroa� call rings 
through the town belt. How fitting that the �child of 
sound� is responsible for perpetuating the song of the 
shining cuckoo as well as its own. 

David Lee
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Mount Victoria Residents Association 
! It seems many of you felt better informed about the 

actuality re: Crossways after our forum. We (Mt 
Victoria residents) have some clear goals set along a 
timeline that stretches to October 2008. The most 
significant is the establishment of a legal entity to 
represent residents of Mt Victoria which will then 
set up a fundraising committee to solicit the $1.6m 
needed for the initial purchase of Crossways. 

! The �Innermost Gardens� group has now lodged a 
formal proposal to lease the land known as the 
�Bandoliers site� from Council after satisfying many 
of the objections of the Friends of the Town Belt. 
Land use will be assessed under the Council�s Leases 
Policy for Community and Recreation Groups and 
the Town Belt Management Plan, and will require 
approval from the Regulatory Process Committee, 
subject to public notification under the Reserves Act 
1977. MVRA has been kept informed of progress. 

! Our annual planting day is scheduled for 11 August. 
David Lee is again co-ordinating the mahi (work) on 
the area surrounding the former petanque court at 
the top of Majoribanks Street. We thank Jonathan 
Bussell: Manager - WCC Berhampore Nursery and 
his team, for the plants about to find a new home on 
Mt Victoria. Email any messages for David to me 
[rosaverton@hotmail.com] and I will pass your offers 
of help on! 

! The dead and dying commemorative trees at the 
northern end of Charles Plimmer Park have been 
replaced. Hopefully they will survive the boisterous 
winds of winter. 

! To confirm: There will be a report back to SPC early 
in August of the additional heritage listings for 
inclusion in the District Plan, something that affords 
the highest level of protection. If and when Council 
gives approval the new listings will be publicly 
notified, submissions requested and heard, a decision 
made, which may be appealed. It is unlikely that this 
process will be completed before mid-2008. (Note: 
There are many buildings on this list not just 
Crossways.) 

! Congratulations to Patricia Holborrow for finally 
convincing WCC Parks & Reserves of the need to 
create a more gentle route to the summit of Mt 
Victoria from Majoribanks St. 

! MVRA has its AGM on 27 September 7pm at 
Crossways. After the formal business there will be an 
opportunity to meet, question and listen to those 
willing to offer themselves for election as 
representatives and servants of the Lambton Ward. 

Rosamund Averton 
President: Mount Victoria Residents Association. 

 

Church Celebrates Confirmations 
29 children from three parishes were confirmed at St 
Joseph�s Catholic Church, Brougham St on Sunday 18 
July.  The children came from St Joseph�s, St Bernard�s, 
Brooklyn and St Mary of the Angels, Boulcott St. 
Children from St Bernard�s performed a Liturgical dance 
which was very well received.  The celebrants were 
Archbishop John Dew assisted by Father Michael 
McCabe of St Joseph�s and Father Thige O�Leary from St 
Mary of the Angels. It was a very happy occasion 
followed by morning tea enjoyed by the children, 
parents and friends. 

 Marie Kearney & Eileen Rivers 

Liquor Ban Set to Spoil Oriental Bay 
Evenings 
In May the Newsletter reported that submissions had 
been invited on a city council plan to extend the inner 
city liquor ban to take in the Mt Victoria summit and 
Oriental Bay. While the existing ban applies from 5pm it 
was expected that city residents would be able to enjoy a 
beer with their fish and chips, or a wine with their 
pizza, until 8 o�clock at Oriental Bay.  
However the vision of a proletariat alfresco meal on the 
boulevard on a summer evening has been spoilt by a 
council decision to apply the ban to all areas from 5pm. 
A minority of councillors, including Cllrs Pepperell and 
Wade-Brown, tried for the later start but lost to a 
majority, including the three Lambton ward 
representative Cllrs Shaw, McKinnon and Cook.  The 
police submission on the bylaw was adamant that the 
start time needed to be consistent across the city. The 
councillors felt that having a start time of 5pm in the 
inner city and 8pm in Oriental Bay could simply move 
the problem to the place they were addressing for that 
three hour period.  
Cllr Stephanie Cook agreed it is sad that a small 
minority can ruin the enjoyment of the majority. In her 
words, �effectively, the majority of law abiding citizens 
are being penalised for the sins of a few�. 
Hopefully we can rely on Police discretion to know the 
difference between law abiding people like us and 
bogans. 

Cellphone Aerials Coming to a Street 
Near You 
The Ministry for the Environment is currently 
consulting on proposed standards for 
telecommunications facilities (www.mfe.govt.nz  
Keyword: telecommunications). If approved in its 
current form, it will allow Telecom and Telstra to 
put cellular masts and antennas on power poles by 
right - without any consultation with the 
community. Some Mt Victoria residents feel the 
same companies have created an �appalling mess� 
on the power poles in the neighbourhood and fear 
the proposed standard will result in a collection of 
rusting equipment further defacing the community 
and sending radiation into homes. Submissions 
close on 10 August. 

Crossways News 
Diana Ginn is leaving as Crossways co-ordinator. The 
Management Group will be advertising the 20hr/w 
job. If you like people, have computer skills and can 
work independently, call 384 4892 for details. 

Tree Planting Volunteers Wanted 
Volunteers wanted to help plant 350 council-supplied
native trees on the slopes of Charles Plimmer Park on
Saturday 11 August. Meet on the green above
Majoribanks St  from 8am. Please bring gloves, suitable
footwear & your favourite digging tool. 
The Mt Victoria Residents Assn & 
 Mt Vic Revegetation Project 

Unclassified Advertisements: 
 

Free 3-line ads to mtvicnewsletter@xtra.co.nz
or phone 384 6076 



 

 

3

 
Mt Victoria Historical Society recently completed an 
oral history and photography project involving a 
number of residents who have lived in our suburb for 
more than 20 years.  We are pleased to be able to share 
with you over the next couple of newsletters, two Mt 
Victoria Stories prepared by Joanna Newman, curator of 
the exhibition and convenor of the Society.   
The resident with the longest Mt Victoria history who 
participated in the project was Pat Howard.   
Pat Howard 
Pat has lived in the same house in Queen Street since 
she was born.  Her parents bought it in 1921, but before 
she was born in 1925 it was nearly destroyed in the 
disastrous Queen Street fire.  �We were left with two 
rooms and nothing much else at all.�  The insurance 
didn�t cover replacing the second storey on the house, so 
it remains single-storeyed to this day. 
Some memories from childhood stand out for Pat.  On 
Guy Fawkes night  �all the kids would stuff the Guy 
Fawkes into old prams or things like that and they�d 
hang round the corners and �Guy Fawkes! Guy!�  And 
they�d get lots of pennies to buy all their crackers and 
things.  That was great.  So we trailed along behind 
because we were not supposed to have anything to do 
with Guy Fawkes � two-faced Catholics � but, anyway, 
we flowed along behind everybody else.  I suppose the 
Guy Fawkes were what were on the bonfires; they had 
at least one bonfire up there near the tunnel, which was 
wonderful . . . You didn�t seem to have adults organising 
it.� 
When she was a teenager, her mother fell ill and the 
family asked Pat to stay home to look after her.  �I got 
afternoons off when I used to go to a matinee, you 
know.  Mum would be alright for the afternoon and I�d 
go off and see Naughty Marietta.  And I�d come home as 
cross as hell � I�d be in such a bad mood � coming back 
to this life.  But, of course, I had to cook a hot midday 
dinner . . .  Dad and Mick, especially, they always came 
home for a hot midday dinner.� 
Pat married Jack when she was 25 and the young couple 
lived in Pat�s family home.  �Nobody really said we 
could stay here, but we stayed on and on because I�d 
always, as a young girl, looked after Mum.  I�d sort of 
been the housekeeper since I was fifteen, and I�d never 
been anywhere else in my whole life.  I�d been the one 
that�d sort of done all the chores and kept the house as a 
home.� 
Later, Pat went to work in the office at the Prestige 
hosiery factory in Pirie Street.  �I had my great big 
chitty-chitty-bang-bang calculator.  It was a beauty � a 
monster of a thing with a big carriage that chitty-chitty-
bang-banged right and then it would come back and 
chitty-chitty-bang-bang.  Ooh, it was lovely.  It had a 
lovely rhythm to it.  Then one day I gave it a bit of a 
push and that was the end of it.�    
For more information about Mt Victoria Historical 
Society � its activities, how to join etc. � contact Joanna 
Newman on 385 2254 or jonewman@xtra.co.nz 
 

Local Body Election Year 
Elections will be held this year for the mayor, city 
council, regional council and district health board. 
Voting forms will be posted out on 21 September and 
need to be returned by 13 October. 
The city council and the health board will be elected 
using the STV system under which voters rank the 
candidates in preference order.  If their preferred 
candidate is not elected their vote is transferred to their 
next preference until it counts towards electing a 
representative � hence the name �Single Transferable 
Vote�. The regional council is elected using the �first 
past the post� system. 
Residents have until 24 August to enrol. Confirmation 
packs were posted in July to everyone already on the 
roll. You can get an enrolment form from any Post Shop 
or www.elections.org.nz. 
The October Newsletter will contain information about 
candidates standing in our area. 

Last of the Rates Rebates Received 
The city council has posted out the last of the 
government rates rebates for low-income ratepayers.  
Qualifying house owners received their rebates as  
credits against their rates due at the council.  People 
who own company-share flats, however, do not pay 
rates in the own name but through their quarterly 
levies. Their rebates were paid out at the end of the 
council�s financial year. Owners of unit titled flats pay 
rates direct and received their rebates earlier. 
The council will send information to all ratepayers 
about how to apply for the 2007/08 rebate with the 
second rates instalment notice in November. 

 
 

Wellington East Girls' College  
(with Wellington College) 

Presents 

Disney's Beauty and the Beast
8-11 August          7.00pm 

 
Wellington East Girls' College Hall 

Adults $10, Students $5  
Tickets available from the school 

Be ready for emergencies! 
Emergencies, whether on a large scale such as a 
landslide or earthquake, or on a smaller personal 
scale, can come at any time. To be prepared, you will 
need a first aid kit. Chemists offer ready-made kits 
and all households would be well advised to have 
one and to know how the contents are to be used. At 
the very least one needs a supply of bandages and 
scissors, and treatment for cuts and burns. At least 
one person in each household should have a 
grounding in first aid. 
The Mt Victoria Civil Defence group meets each 
month at Clyde Quay School - next meeting begins 
at 7 pm on Tuesday 21 August. 

Deadline for next newsletter: 15th of month Editorial: Patrick McCombs 385 1854.  Advertising: Nicola Byrne 384 6076
Email: mtvicnewsletter@xtra.co.nz  Printed by Fullstop, Victoria St 

Art Classes 
Sharon Greally is running art classes for kids after
school on Thursdays at Crossways. Starting 26 July
for 8 weeks. Ph 021 264 8544 for more information. 
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Mt Victoria�s gem 

Wellington�s largest range of finials,  
fretwork & lacework, colonial mouldings, 

scotias, skirtings, balustrades & posts, 
verandah post moulds,  

post tops & cappings,  
T&G panelling 

Mouldings & Finishings Ltd  
39 Home St, Mt Victoria 
Ph: 385 7600 Fax: 385 7601 
www.mouldingsandfinishings.co.nz 

 
Don't Tell The Missus! 

It's 2-4-1 meals on a Monday at the Cambridge 

PS. Got family and friends coming to town?  
Don't forget we have affordable,  

quality accommodation available. 

 28 Cambridge Terrace.  Ph: 385 8829 

 
18 Majoribanks St, Mt Victoria Tel: 385 7577 

Bringing the cuisine of Cyprus; and Sicily;  
and indeed all of the Mediterranean 

And, not least of all 
The only cup of Coffee Supreme in Mount Victoria

Open Tuesday to Saturday from 6pm 

Music Specialist/Piano Tutor  
Qualified Primary School Teacher 
 Available for Music Tuition 

Local teacher in McFarlane Street, Mt Victoria  
 now has vacancies for new or returning piano/music students

Specialisations include�.. 
• Piano for pre-schoolers and primary students 
• NZ Curriculum � Music Education � Group music classes 
• Piano for late beginners, eg �tweens & teens�10 yrs to 19 yrs 
• Piano for adults wanting to start playing the piano, or 

returning to playing piano after a break 
#Term by term or week by week arrangements to suit  
#Week nights or weekend lesson times negotiable 
Group lessons:     - $10 per student for 45 minute lessons - minimum 4 students 
Individual Tuition: - One hour lessons $40 per hour - Half hour lessons $20. 

Contact Jacinta Zogg - Phone: 385-6521

Celebrating NZ Artists 
Come & delight your senses 

Create Ambience� 
Enjoy Ambience�. 

Experience Ambience 

Ambience on Elizabeth
Pots, plants & designer decor 
off Kent Tce, just 2 mins. from Moore 
Wilsons, L�Affare & Courtenay Place

Buy local, shop local  
Open 7 Days from 10amnz 


