
 

September 2007 
A Letter from the Crossways 
Community Trustees 
Dear Mt Victoria Residents, 
We are pleased to pen this first note to you as 
Trustees of the Crossways Community Trust, with 
the mandate to raise the necessary funds to 
purchase Crossways House for the community. 
Many of you may know the history of the 
property, but it is the future of this grand old 
building that concerns us.  It is truly the heart of 
Mt Victoria, with numerous groups and the creche 
using it on a daily basis.   At several public 
meetings the residents of Mt Victoria were clear � 
Keep Crossways for the community and make it a 
vibrant centre for the future.   
Trust Goals 
It is our goal to work with the council and St 
Andrews over the next year to meet agreed-upon 
fundraising targets, and ultimately finalise the 
purchase from the church by 1 October 2008. 
It is our goal to do so in a transparent, open and 
honest way.  To that end, we have set up an 
account at KiwiBank that will be strictly for 
donations.  All administration costs will come from 
a separate account.  Be assured that no money you 
donate will be used for administration, unless you 
specifically ask us to allocate it as such. 
If we are not successful and do not meet our goal, 
we are committed to returning all the funds from 
the �purchase Crossways� account to the donors. 
Be sure to check upcoming Mt Victoria Newsletters 
for information on fundraisers and updates on 
progress.  Thank you for your support. 
We welcome any questions or ideas you may have, 
or perhaps you would like to make a donation.  
Email us at fundcrossways@hotmail.com, or call 021 
464 893. 
Best Regards, 
The Trustees of the Crossways Community Trust 
Jessica Closson Bill Southworth 
Phil Shepherd  Jim Harper 
 

 
 
 
 

 
This Newsletter is 
sponsored by 
JUST PATERSON

9-11 Tory Street 
Wellington 
Phone 04 385 7755 
Fax 04 385 6644 
View our homes at: 
www.justpaterson.co.nz 

 
Crossways Community Trust Fundraiser 

RUGBY WORLD CUP 
Watch the big games at the Rugby World 
Cup LIVE on the big screen at Crossways. 

Join your neighbours to cheer on the  
All Blacks!  

Scrumptious breakfast included. 
 

7am on three consecutive  
Sundays in October  

 

Sunday 7 October: Quarter Final, Cardiff.  
(Probably NZ vs Ireland) 

Sunday 14 October: Semi Final, Paris.  
(Probably NZ vs Australia) 

Sunday 21 October: Final, Paris.  
(Hopefully NZ vs France or Sth Africa) 

 

$40 a head per game   
Children under 15 only $10!! 

 

For tickets phone  
Joe 973 8299 or Tania 021 464 893 

Or email: tania@mountvictoria.org.nz 
All proceeds to  

the Trust administration fund. 

Mt Victoria Residents Association 

7pm AGM 

Thursday 27 September 
Crossways 

7.45pm Election Candidates 
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Mount Victoria Residents Association 
! We invite you to attend our AGM at 7pm on 27 

September at Crossways. Meet, question and listen to 
the Lambton Ward Candidates after the end of formal 
business at approx. 7.45pm. 

! Elected representatives (Councillors) have the power 
to influence and set policy at WCC whilst Council 
Officers implement and manage the operation. 

! Thanks to all involved on our Planting Day. The 
weather was to put it mildly was challenging�.winds 
of 120kph+ and downpours sufficient to ensure that 
the newly bedded plants won�t need artificial watering 
for a while. Special thanks to David Lee for his work 
throughout the year nurturing the plants. 

! Mt Victoria is inhabited by a lively and cacophonous 
bird population that includes: wax-eyes, greenfinches, 
morepork, kingfishers, tui and even a recently sighted 
kereru!  We the pedestrians are enchanted by this life 
enriching and verdant haven so close to home. 

! We have again asked WCC to remind cyclists that 
they should stay on the gnarlier trails leaving the more 
�gentle� routes to walkers. 

! It seems that another good citizen has been clearing up 
rubbish left on and around the Pirie Street park, we 
thank them and all of those others who clean, mow 
and cherish our land. Nga mihi nui ki a kotou. 

! Hopefully there will soon be news about a ratepayer 
funded mural/ trompe l�oeil to protect the mouth of 
the bus tunnel from tagging. 

! We are delighted that Council Officers have been 
prepared to take direct action in regards to matters 
concerning residents. A resident was impressed when 
the footpath in front of their home was fixed 
promptly; another that offensive tagging had been 
removed from their dwelling without demur. 
Compliments were passed on to WCC. 

! A gentle reminder, if you see some infrastructure 
problem needing fixing ring and report it to the 
Council Help Line on 499 4444 and ask for an �Enquiry 
Number� for follow-up purposes. 

! To clarify: WCC is the conduit for the 
�Undergrounding Fund� which is available to 
residents. It should be noted that WCC does not own 
either the power poles or power lines. Mt Victoria 
residents were involved in the consultation at the 
funds inception. We understand that the fund and 
policy are due to be reviewed. 

! I understand that Jessica Closson, Convenor of the 
Crossways Acquisition Fund Trust, intends keeping us 
all regularly informed about the activities of the Trust 
in the future 

Rosamund Averton 
President: Mount Victoria Residents Association. 

 
History of Crossways Community House Sought 
Do you have any photos of community events at 
Crossways over the years? Tania Austin would like to 
borrow them for a display. Call her on 021 464 893. 

 
Supporting Local Business 
Sitting Pretty in Mt Victoria 
Vere Gandar and Peter Miller fell into setting up Sitting 
Pretty Property Management. �We both have had rental 
properties for many years. In 2004, we agreed to manage 
a friend�s Mt Victoria apartments and it has grown from 
there to nearly twenty properties in and around the city 
� almost totally by word of mouth.�  
Vere has been a well known Wellington private maths 
tutor and Peter has had forty years of computing 
education and consultancy. Together we know how to 
run a small business and the importance of integrity and 

respect for both 
owners and 
tenants. That is 

demonstrated 
by having all of 
the properties 
on their books 
let for 52 weeks 
every year. 
Vere and Peter 
say they intend 

to keep the business small � less than thirty properties. 
Meanwhile they say they are having fun and that �all 
our owners are Sitting Pretty!�  See advertisement on 
back page. 

Council Moves on Heritage Listing for 
Crossways 
The council has notified its proposed Heritage Listing of 
the Crossways Community House. 
Listing would mean that the building had a level of 
protection that would be weighed against any 
development proposal. A resource consent would be 
needed for any alterations to the exterior of the 
building, extending the building�s footprint by 10%, 
adding an additional storey or adding a sign to the 
building. Even altering the existing garage or placing 
another building on the site would require a consent. 
Mt Victoria is fortunate to have such a gracious �old 
lady� as the Crossways house, set in its spacious grounds, 
that contributes so much to the character of the 
neighbourhood. Listing would recognise its history and 
establish a framework within which its future 
development and use would need to be managed. 
Submissions close on 17 September. Call Sarah Nelson at 
the council on 801 4235 for more information. 

Unclassified Advertisements: 
• Mah-jong set and boards:  Wanted to buy for playing.

Prefer old and beautiful.  Must be complete set of
tiles.  Catharine Franks Ph: 385 9524 email:
franks@paradise.net.nz  

• Experienced cleaner with references seeks house
cleaning work. Ph 801 8716 

• Retail staff wanted at Ambience: Are you creative?
Love plants & people? Flexible & motivated? Please
call into 14 Elizabeth St or phone us on  384-6076 

• Flatmate Wanted: Queen Street Mt Victoria $145 p/w
plus expenses. 1 unfurnished room available in 2bdrm
estab warm sunny flat. To live with art tutor/artist in
her 30s. Must be clean and tidy. Avail from 9 Sept.
Ph:021 363 766 

Free 3-line ads to mtvicnewsletter@xtra.co.nz
or phone 384 6076

Mt Victoria resident and
contemporary jeweller 
Kirsty  Squire is holding an
exhibition at Toi Poneke,
Wellington Arts Centre
Gallery, 61 Abel Smith
Street. 5-26 September. 
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Crossways Trust Campaign Worker 
Appointed 
The Crossways Community Trust has received 
support from a private philanthropic organisation 
which saw the need for a person to work full time 
with the Trust to help build momentum and 
coordinate community support. The Trust has 
appointed Tania Austin who introduces herself 
below. Her position is separate from the Community 
House Coordinator role for which  the Crossways 
management committee is seeking a replacement for 
Diana Ginn who recently resigned. 
Hi everyone, 
I just wanted to say a quick hello to you all.  I look 
forward to meeting many of you over the coming 
months. 
It's great to be on board with such a dedicated and 
passionate group of people committed to keeping the 
community together. It is clear, as I become familiar 
with things, that a great amount of work has already 
been put into the campaign that is really encouraging 
and inspiring. 
By way of a brief introduction,  I have worked in the 
Recreation and Health industry and the Community 
sector for over 10 years in areas such as management, 
fitness training, programme development & event 
management, marketing and business development. I 
recently led the Wellington YWCA towards creating 
a new direction and vision to raise its profile and to 
become relevant for the young women of today. 
I have also spent many an hour volunteering, having 
come from a community-minded family. 
I believe in creating opportunities to increase 
confidence and self esteem in individuals, and  
building communities that have a healthy future and 
sense of community value.  
Please feel free to contact me.   
Cheers, 
Tania Austin   
Ph: 021 464 893    Email: tania@mountvictoria.org.nz 

Come to the Movies *******Opening Night 
WHEN NIGHT FALLS  

This major fundraiser is for Mt Victoria�s 
Crossways Community Creche to secure a 

future premise and Clyde Quay 
Kindergarten to raise funds for building 

alterations. 
Please come & support this locally made & funded
NZ film with us at the Paramount on Thursday 20
September 8.30pm.  Directed by Alex Galvin this
film is a taut psychological thriller in the tradition of
the best Agatha Christie novels. 

Tickets are $20 and include a free glass of wine and
a sweet treat sponsored by Charles Morley-Hall of
Tommy�s Real Estate. The Paramount Theatre
will be open from 8pm for gold coin raffles and first
prize is **One night�s free accommodation**
including breakfast and a bottle of wine
compliments of Gladstone Vineyard, Wairarapa. 

For tickets call Toni 385 2940 or Tracy 384 4876. 

Crossways Community Trust 
 Dear Resident 

Crossways Campaign 
As a Mount Victoria resident you have probably been 
following the campaign to retain the Crossways 
Community Centre. For thirty years Crossways, on the 
corner of Elizabeth and Brougham Streets, has been a 
vibrant centre of community activities. It is now under 
threat. Its owner, the Presbyterian Church, has decided to 
sell it to pay for repairs to St Andrews on The Terrace. 
The loss of Crossways would be a significant blow to 
community life in Mount Victoria. The building is home 
to a popular creche and its meeting rooms constantly host 
a wide variety neighbourhood and service groups.  
Support for retaining Crossways is running high. Up to 
150 people attended the inaugural meeting on the issue. 
Local residents have now set up the Crossways 
Community Trust to buy this important building and 
retain it in community ownership.  
A full-time campaign coordinator has been appointed, 
thanks to funding from a private Trust. Local residents 
have been busy setting up committees that will both raise 
funds to purchase Crossways and redevelop it to meet 
today�s wide diversity of community needs.  
We do not underestimate the task that lies ahead. The 
church�s valuation for the property places it between 
$1.3m and $1.6m. 

Plea for Funds 
The purpose of this letter is to ask you to contribute what 
you can to save this important community asset. You can 
do this one of two ways: 
• send a cheque to The Crossways Community Trust, 

PO Box 19015, Courtenay Place, Wellington, or 
• by internet banking to The Crossways Community

Trust, KiwiBank Account No 38-9006-0800237-00 
The Trust is a qualifying charity for taxation purposes and 
receipts for tax allowance purposes will be issued. 
(Currently an individual can claim up to $1,900 and a 
business 5% of its turnover.) Donations will be held by 
the annually audited Trust and commissions will not be 
paid to fund raisers. 
If this is something you would like to consider only after a 
meeting with a Trust member, or you would like to help 
the campaign by offering your personal assistance, please
contact me or Tania Austin. 
Yours sincerely 
Bill Southworth 
Convenor 
Fundraising Committee 
Crossways Community Trust  

Deadline for next newsletter: 15th of month Editorial: Patrick McCombs 385 1854.  Advertising: Nicola Byrne 384 6076
Email: mtvicnewsletter@xtra.co.nz Printed by Fullstop, Victoria St

Congratulations:  Wellington Waterfront Ltd has appointed 
Rosamund Averton, �active community participant�, to the
jury that will consider proposals for the redevelopment of
Frank Kitts park. 
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Mt Victoria�s gem 

Wellington�s largest range of finials,  
fretwork & lacework, colonial mouldings, 

scotias, skirtings, balustrades & posts, 
verandah post moulds,  

post tops & cappings,  
T&G panelling 

Mouldings & Finishings Ltd  
39 Home St, Mt Victoria 
Ph: 385 7600 Fax: 385 7601 
www.mouldingsandfinishings.co.nz 

 
Don't Tell The Missus! 

It's 2-4-1 meals on a Monday at the Cambridge 

PS. Got family and friends coming to town?  
Don't forget we have affordable,  

quality accommodation available. 

 28 Cambridge Terrace.  Ph: 385 8829 

 

 
18 Majoribanks St, Mt Victoria Tel: 385 7577 

Bringing the cuisine of Cyprus; and Sicily;  
and indeed all of the Mediterranean 

And, not least of all 
The only cup of Coffee Supreme in Mount Victoria

Open Tuesday to Saturday from 6pm 

Spring is the best time for 
repotting 

FREE seminars at 3pm 
Every Sunday throughout 

September  
Tips & Tricks on how to 

repot your indoor & outdoor 
plants 

Ambience on Elizabeth  
The designer gallery  

for lovers of 
Pots, plants & gorgeous things

Open 7 Days from 10am 

Asking to continue as your ... 
Lambton Ward Councillor  
Ian McKinnon  
... lives, walks and works 
in city and immediate suburbs 
... with a proven record of commitment 
and of 'responding and doing'  

Wellington, the vibrant city - let's keep it that way, with 
sensible and sustainable policies for our way of life.  

Authorised by Ian McKinnon, 7 Percival St, Te Aro, Wellington. 


