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OPEN DAY AT CROSSWAYS –
A SUCCESS!
The Open Day at Crossways on Saturday 13 October was
held on a beautiful sunny day and we had a fantastic
turnout, with visitors enjoying a variety of
entertainment and refreshments while finding out about
the “Keep Crossways” campaign. There was a constant
vibrancy and buzz at Crossways. The day was aimed at
raising awareness of the campaign and also to fundraise,
and we raised approximately $2,500.
Fair Trade Mt Victoria T-shirts are now available for
purchase for $45. Contact Tania@mtvictoria.org.nz or
visit our website www.keepcrossways.co.nz.
Entertainment throughout the day included a barrel
organ, Tango, Belly dancing, Flamenco, face painting,
the Brass Razoo, the Wellington International Ukulele
Orchestra who as well as inspiring the kids to dance,
had everyone singing along, the Real Hot Bitches and
DJ’s from Sandwiches nightclub.
It was fantastic to see Crossways alive and buzzing with
atmosphere engaging people and looking at the exciting
possibilities for its future.
The Keep Crossways campaign  would like to thank
everyone involved in the day; The Crossways
Community Trust committee members and volunteers,
Sandwiches, the performers, Crossways Community
Creche, Mt Victoria Historical Society, the Brass Razoo,
Capital Productions, Caffe L’affare, t leaf T, Brownies,
Resene and Deluxe Café.
Thank you all for coming along and being part of the
community– after all that is what Crossways is all about.
A house for the community! It’s now time to save it!

Rugby World Cup Fundraising Breakfasts
Champagne breakfasts were held for the quarter, semi’s
and finals of the 2007 Rugby World Cup at Crossways
on Sundays throughout October. Regardless of the All
Blacks bowing out in the quarters, the breakfasts were a
huge hit and we are already planning something for the
World Cup Netball in November. The fundraising
breakfasts have also brought in approximately $2,500.

Check out www.keepcrossways.co.nz for future
information. Thank you to our sponsors; Moore
Wilsons, Regional Wines and Spirits, and
Communication Partners.
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View our homes at:
www.justpaterson.co.nz

Invitation to Join Research on Home
Heating
Hayley Vujcich is a Masters student in Environmental
Studies at Victoria University. As part of her thesis, Hayley is
running a series of focus group discussions to learn about
what people think about their home heating. The project is
looking into how people value different types of heating,
what is important to people when making choices about
heating their homes, and where people go to learn about
energy efficiency.

The one hour focus groups will be held upstairs at Crossways
on Monday 5 Nov and Tues 13 Nov at 6pm. Participants
receive a $20 supermarket voucher. To attend, phone Hayley
on 381 3346 or email   vujcichayl@student.vuw.ac.nz

Flamenco Xmas Party
Crossways

Sunday 2 December 5pmSunday 2 December 5pmSunday 2 December 5pmSunday 2 December 5pm
BYO plate/Wine and /or Koha

Info: 021 0332634  Email suzanna@paradise.net.nz

Rubbish Day:  Saturday 1 December

The annual inorganic rubbish collection will be held
on Saturday 1 December. This is your chance to get rid
of stuff that won’t fit in the rubbish bags.  But no
garden waste or soil, please. You will need to get up
early and have your rubbish on the footpath from
8am.

The trucks are provided by the city council which
visits a different suburb each Saturday. Local resident
volunteers are needed to lift stuff onto the trucks, and
to collect the money. Please be prepared to contribute
a donation in proportion to the volume of your
rubbish - as a guide, a full hire-skip costs over $100. If
you will be leaving rubbish, please leave a note
identifying your house or letterbox where the
donation can be collected.

The residents association has decided that all of the
money raised this year will be donated to the Keep
Crossways campaign. You will be invited to join the
MVRA at the same time as they take away your
rubbish.

If you would like to help please come to Crossways on
the day.   Contact: phone or text 021 126 9786.

Ambience thanks everyone who bought a
raffle ticket.

$244 was raised to help Keep Crossways
Gift basket winner – Harry Hutcheson
Orchid & pot winner – Jessica Closson

Ambience: For lovers of Pots, plants & gorgeous things
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Mount Victoria Residents Association
The Mt Victoria Residents Association committee has held
our first meeting since the AGM. We are a mixture of
experienced and new members who have offered ourselves
to work in the interests of everyone living in Mt Victoria.

The MVRA has a long tradition of promoting changes and
improvements that benefit the neighbourhood, and
opposing proposals that would harm our community.
Much of what we do relates to the City council. The
MVRA has always received strong support from our local
Lambton Councillors, and I will ensure that we continue to
deserve their respect. I am thrilled that Ian McKinnon and
Stephanie Cook were returned at the election. It is
specially pleasing that the new councillor joining them,
Iona Pannett, lives in Mt Victoria.

Right now we have the challenge of keeping Crossways as
a community facility, and another to stop the
encroachment of businesses, in this case a brothel, into the
our residential neighbourhood.

The MVRA will be playing its part to help keep Crossways.
Most of you are probably aware that I wear another hat as
part of the Crossways Community Trust that has taken on
the task of raising the money to buy the building from the
Presbyterian church. The two roles are quite separate,
except to the extent that the Trust and the Residents
Association share the goals of strengthening the Mt
Victoria community and bringing us all together.

The Newsletter is another element that helps to build the
Mt Victoria community. It operates independently through
a group of people involved in its production and
distribution, and has a tradition of over 30 years unbroken
production. I am pleased that the Newsletter editor,
Patrick McCombs has become secretary of the MVRA.
Together we will be able to use the Newsletter to let all
residents know what the Residents Association is doing on
your behalf.

The committee wants to be able to speak for as many
residents as possible. We want you to join the MVRA. New
members joined at the AGM and at the Crossways Open
Day. The truck crews during the rubbish collection will be
carrying application forms. You can email
mvra@mtvictoria.org.nz or ring the secretary on 385 1854.

Kent Duston
President, Mt Victoria Residents Association

Community Gets Steamed Up About
Brothel in Neighbourhood
Residents have let the city council know in no uncertain
terms that they do not want a brothel in the middle of our
neighbourhood. An anonymous flyer referring to the
“brothel” resulted in a much larger reaction than the
Newsletter’s story about the “massage parlour”. And
coverage in the DomPost with a photo of MVRA president
Kent Duston added to the awareness.

The residents association has taken up the issue with the
council asking that the application be turned down, or at
the least that it be publicly notified. While council staff
were initially leaning towards non-notified approval, at the
time of going to print that view was being reconsidered
after intervention by Cllr Ian McKinnon.

Under the District Plan the business is treated as a
commercial activity in a residential area and the council is
not limited in the effects that it can consider. The plan
includes a policy statement saying that the council aims to
ensure that any non-residential activity is in keeping with
its surroundings, and that it is important to protect
residential amenities.

Summer Concerts at the Basin
Sandwiches, who operate the bar, restaurant and music
venue at the bottom of Majoribanks St, are planning to run
an annual concert at the Basin Reserve in March. Residents
at the southern end of Mt Victoria recently received a 39
page resource consent application describing expected the
noise and traffic effects. WCC required the mailout to 2500
addresses around the venue. Concerts are allowed under
the district plan between 6.30-10.30pm but the SummerSet
Festival will run from noon to midnight.

The Mt Victoria Residents Association plans to make a
submission supporting the event which they see as
bringing life and vitality to the city.  Their only requests
are that residents are notified in advance of the concert,
and that parking restrictions in the neighbourhood are
enforced on the day.

Overseas Terminal Makeover Notified
The resource consent for converting the Overseas
Passenger Teminal to apartments has been notified by
the Regional Council. Submissions close 12 November.
The Mt Victoria Residents Association invites comments
to mvra@mtvictoria.org.nz or phone  385 1854.

Plants Stolen
Spring gardening plans for some Mt Victoria residents have
been spoilt by a mean theft in Derby St. Newly bought
plants were taken from the doorstep, and bags of Zoodoo
beside the vege garden were stolen. A two metre olive tree
was dug up and removed from the same street just days
after being planted by the council. And at Crossways,
flower plants bought for the garden have also disappeared.
The police would like any information. May the Bird of
Paradise fly up your nose - Saying

Fireworks
The council’s firework show over the harbour starts at 9pm
on Monday 5 November. It will run for about 15 minutes.
A simultaneous soundtrack will be broadcast on Classic
Hits 90 FM – so crank up the stereo and open the
windows.

Ellis St Shops Slated for Demolition
The old shops at the bottom of Ellis St have been bought
by Transit which has long term plans to widen the
approach to the tunnel. Transit will demolish the building
and make landscaped carparks there and in the area in
front of St Josephs church.

Unclassified Advertisements:
• Going away this Christmas?Going away this Christmas?Going away this Christmas?Going away this Christmas?  Wellington City

Houseminders can take care of your home, pets,
plants – and your peace of mind.  For more
information, call Rowan on 021 0637 932.

• Childcare wanted for 6 month old babyChildcare wanted for 6 month old babyChildcare wanted for 6 month old babyChildcare wanted for 6 month old baby: At your
place in Mt Victoria, for 2 afternoons per week.
Flexible arrangement. Please call Kate 021 165 1296.

• Do you need a house sitter or flatmate? Do you need a house sitter or flatmate? Do you need a house sitter or flatmate? Do you need a house sitter or flatmate? – Reliable,
easy going, 43yr male wants to live in Mt. Victoria
(who doesn’t?) – references available Ph. Bernie on
021 235 0370

• Office Cleaner required Office Cleaner required Office Cleaner required Office Cleaner required - Small business in
Tennyson St, 2 hrs per week on Friday afternoon.
Please call Evan Bayly at work 384 9833

• Hawker Street apartmentHawker Street apartmentHawker Street apartmentHawker Street apartment.  Friends or family
coming to the city for holidays?  Quality, fully
furnished, affordable accommodation.  7 nights
min. Call John on 476 4818 or 021 425 426.

Free 3-line ads toFree 3-line ads toFree 3-line ads toFree 3-line ads to mtvicnewsletter@xtra.co.nz
or phone 384 6076



Innermost Gardens Proposal For
Ex-Bandoliers Site and the Building
Innermost Gardens Inc, which started in June last year, is a
refugee, migrant and local women's project. Its focuses are
cultural and biological sustainability.

The group is non-hierarchical, transparent and open to
everyone's involvement who agrees with its vision.  The
group is also reaching out to the community through its
activities such as community dinners, herb workshops and
Spring celebration and so on. Currently 106 members are
in our e-mail list and more than 30 women are active,
including five women from Mt Victoria.

We work with more than 20 community groups including
the City Council,  Sustainability Trust, Ethnic Affairs,
Mclass, and the Business and Professional Women's
Association in Porirua, and more... Innermost group has
also a leading role in the Wellington Community Gardens
group.

We have applied to lease the old Bandoliers site on the
Town Belt. Our proposal includes developing a
multicultural garden from each continent on the left side
of the building and to use the space for our sustainability
focussed activities. The group has organised two large
community dinners and three herb workshops about the
therapeutical and medicinal use of the herbs. In future we
will be organising workshops on composting,
permaculture, handcraft making and art from recycled
materials, etc.

Our garden design is like a flower petal with the Maori
species in the middle of the garden to respect to the
indigenous culture here in Aotearoa, New Zealand and also
gardens from each continent.

Connections with the local groups and the people in Mt
Victoria are very important to us. This project aims to
bring the beauty of diversity via knowing each other and
sharing between each other and learning from each other.
We believe that everyone will get benefit out of it!

Although the group is women only, most of our activities
are open to all genders and to the wider community.   We
are looking forward to meeting with the locals at Mt
Victoria.

Thank you to people who support the project. You can
contact us by email.

Emet Alpay-DegirmenciEmet Alpay-DegirmenciEmet Alpay-DegirmenciEmet Alpay-Degirmenci
Initiator & the project co-ordinator of Innermost Gardens
Email: expressionofinnermost@gmail.com

Crossways Community Creche
Nearly three years ago Crossways Creche applied to
lease the newly vacant Bandoliers site.  This was done
because other groups were finding it difficult to use the
same space within Crossways as the creche. They had
requested the removal of children’s artwork and that all
equipment be packed away on a daily basis. Also, new
Ministry of Education regulations will require the
creche to have better bathroom facilities and a sleep
room for the children, among other things.

To continue operation, we need to find another premise
or renovate our current one. The creche’s application for
the Bandoliers site was turned down initially because
the Council did not feel that a creche was an ideal fit for
the recreationally managed town belt site, and the
creche at that time had an existing and secure premise.
With the pending sale of, and our possible eviction
from, Crossways Community House the creche was
forced to seriously re-investigate the Bandoliers site and
any other potential sites in Mt Victoria.  18 potential
sites have been investigated and all were found to be
unsuitable except for the Bandoliers.

As much as the creche would love to stay in its current
location, the ongoing uncertainty regarding Crossways
House forces us to continue to pursue the Bandoliers
site, and to ensure survival we cannot afford to risk
losing our only other viable premise.  With the support
of Lambton Councillors the Council has agreed that
there is potential for the creche and the Innermost
Gardens Group to share the site.

The creche operates 9-1pm each day and requires very
little of the large outside space available to set up a
playground. The Bandoliers building would be
renovated to meet the new Ministry of Education
regulations.

We sincerely hope that an agreement to share the site
can be made as it would be a sad loss for Mt Victoria if
its local, community run, creche was forced to close.
The creche has operated in Mt Victoria for the past 25
years with the support of past and present families who
have appreciated its sense of community.  That it is held
in enormous regard is evident by the waiting list of
nearly fifty families.  There is certainly a strong demand
for a non profit, part time creche in Mt Victoria.

Deadline for next newsletter: 15th of month Editorial: Patrick McCombs 385 1854. Advertising: Nicola Byrne 384 6076
Email: mtvicnewsletter@xtra.co.nz Printed by Fullstop, Victoria St

Competition for the “Bandoliers” Site on Mt Victoria’s Doorstep
On Mt Victoria’s doorstep, between the top of Elizabeth and Majoribanks Street, sits the former Women’s
Bowling Club green and clubhouse, all forlorn and nearly forgotten. The area is known as the “Bandoliers” site
after the marching girls who leased it as a training ground. It has been unused for some time. Some months ago
the council advertised for groups interested in taking a lease on the site. Proposals were received from the
Innermost Gardens group and from the Crossways Community Creche.

The bid from the creche ran into difficulty because Town Belt land is required to be used only for recreation
and, on some interpretations, the community creche might not meet that requirement. However, the city
council has asked the groups to consider whether they could share the facility before they reconsider the future
of the site.

The two groups have been invited to set out the background to their bids and how they would use the facility,

The residents association wants to give Mt Victoria residents a voice in how the site should be used. They invite
your comments and suggestions that will be passed to the council.  Email: mvra@mtvictoria.org.nz or write
PO Box 19056.
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Mt Victoria’s gemMt Victoria’s gemMt Victoria’s gemMt Victoria’s gem
Wellington’s largest range of finials,Wellington’s largest range of finials,Wellington’s largest range of finials,Wellington’s largest range of finials,

fretwork & lacework, colonial mouldings,fretwork & lacework, colonial mouldings,fretwork & lacework, colonial mouldings,fretwork & lacework, colonial mouldings,
scotias, skirtings, balustrades & posts,scotias, skirtings, balustrades & posts,scotias, skirtings, balustrades & posts,scotias, skirtings, balustrades & posts,

verandah post moulds,verandah post moulds,verandah post moulds,verandah post moulds,
post tops & cappings,post tops & cappings,post tops & cappings,post tops & cappings,

T&G panellingT&G panellingT&G panellingT&G panelling
Mouldings & Finishings LtdMouldings & Finishings LtdMouldings & Finishings LtdMouldings & Finishings Ltd
39 Home St, Mt Victoria39 Home St, Mt Victoria39 Home St, Mt Victoria39 Home St, Mt Victoria
Ph: 385 7600 Fax: 385 7601Ph: 385 7600 Fax: 385 7601Ph: 385 7600 Fax: 385 7601Ph: 385 7600 Fax: 385 7601
www.mouldingsandfinishings.co.nzwww.mouldingsandfinishings.co.nzwww.mouldingsandfinishings.co.nzwww.mouldingsandfinishings.co.nz

Don't Tell The Missus!Don't Tell The Missus!Don't Tell The Missus!Don't Tell The Missus!
It's 2-4-1 meals on a Monday at the CambridgeIt's 2-4-1 meals on a Monday at the CambridgeIt's 2-4-1 meals on a Monday at the CambridgeIt's 2-4-1 meals on a Monday at the Cambridge

PS. PS. PS. PS. Got family and friends coming to town?Got family and friends coming to town?Got family and friends coming to town?Got family and friends coming to town?
Don't forget we have affordable,Don't forget we have affordable,Don't forget we have affordable,Don't forget we have affordable,
quality accommodation available.quality accommodation available.quality accommodation available.quality accommodation available.

 28 Cambridge Terrace.  Ph: 385 8829 28 Cambridge Terrace.  Ph: 385 8829 28 Cambridge Terrace.  Ph: 385 8829 28 Cambridge Terrace.  Ph: 385 8829

18 Majoribanks St, Mt Victoria Tel: 385 7577

Bringing the cuisine of Cyprus; and Sicily;Bringing the cuisine of Cyprus; and Sicily;Bringing the cuisine of Cyprus; and Sicily;Bringing the cuisine of Cyprus; and Sicily;
and indeed all of the Mediterraneanand indeed all of the Mediterraneanand indeed all of the Mediterraneanand indeed all of the Mediterranean

And, not least of all

The only cup of Coffee Supreme in Mount Victoria
Open Tuesday to Saturday from 6pmOpen Tuesday to Saturday from 6pmOpen Tuesday to Saturday from 6pmOpen Tuesday to Saturday from 6pm

- Varicose Vein treatment by laser or injection

- Permanent hair reduction

- Botulinum and collagen treatment for

lines & wrinkles

- Liposculpture

38 Roxburgh St, Mt Victoria.  Ph 939 135338 Roxburgh St, Mt Victoria.  Ph 939 135338 Roxburgh St, Mt Victoria.  Ph 939 135338 Roxburgh St, Mt Victoria.  Ph 939 1353

You'll find the perfect gift at

Ambience on Elizabeth
Unique

Unusual
Vibrant
Original

The designer gallery for
lovers of pots, plants &

beautiful things

Open 7 days
10 - 6pm weekdays, 10 - 5pm

weekends

Specialising in:
• Renovations

• Alterations
• Project Management

Grant Wilson
021 997 004

84 Austin St, Mt Vic


