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Mt Victoria Escapes Bisection
Our neighbourhood could have been cut in two if a
widening of the Pirie St bus tunnel had not proved too
expensive.

Instead, the council’s transport study has recommended
the duplication of the Mt Victoria tunnel, wiping out
Paterson St below the Girl’s College gates. But it first
concluded that a better location for the east-bound tunnel
would have seen traffic from Vivian St travelling straight
ahead past the KFC and up a one-way, two laned Pirie St
through the heart of Mt Victoria.  However the longer
length of a tunnel at this location meant that it would have
been twice as expensive as drilling close to the existing
tunnel.

The study looked at the city’s future transport needs
between Ngauranga and the airport and the hospital. An
overall increase in travel demand is expected from a
growing population and more activity in the CBD, airport
and port. The study recommended building a light rail
system (ie modern trams) to attract people away from cars.
However, even with a greater proportion of trips on public
passenger transport, the number of cars is forecast to
increase significantly.

The council already has a strategy to increase the numbers
of people in “nodes” in Kilbirnie and around Adelaide Rd.
While light rail is recommended for Newtown, it would be
difficult to construct a line to Kilbirnie, and the demand
from additional housing and the airport will increase too
slowly to make it economic. Instead, an enhanced bus
service is proposed. The study concluded that even with
rail a second tunnel would be needed to reduce the
existing holdups for traffic coming from Kilbirnie and to
take traffic away from Oriental Bay.

The approach to the new tunnel would be built on land
already owned by Transit near the new St Joseph’s church.
(The church was designed and sited with the possibility of
the new road in mind.) The intersections around the Basin
Reserve would need to be redeveloped, but it is unclear
whether flyovers would be needed.

While the study found that, on an economic basis, the
benefits of duplicating the tunnel and improving the Basin
Reserve are similar to the costs of the project, it identified
this work as the top priority ahead of other projects such as
a second motorway tunnel.

The direct impact on Mt Victoria would be limited to its
southern boundary, especially affecting residents around
Ellice St and historic houses in Paterson St.

There are links to the study from the community website
www.mtvictoria.org.nz  .

Toddlers Lead Crossways Forward
The littlies of Mt Victoria look likely to be the saviours of
Crossways. The Crossways Community Trust, established
to save the community house for community use, has
announced that it is exploring plans for the Wellington
Kindergarten Association to take a long-term tenancy in
the building. If it proves feasible, the ground floor of
Crossways would be remodelled and extended to allow the
kindergarten to move from Clyde Quay School, freeing
classrooms for its growing role. The Crossways Community
Creche is expected to remain, independent of the
kindergarten. Being located on the same site would make it
even easier to continue the current practice of children
moving through from the creche to the kindergarten and
then across the road to join the big kids at school.

With the ground floor occupied by the kindergarten and
creche, the community meeting rooms would be
remodelled on the first floor. A lift would be included to
ensure easy access to the upstairs rooms. The flexible
design would cater to groups requiring small or large
rooms for the wide range of community activities
currently using Crossways and others likely to be attracted
to a modernised facility.

It is envisaged that the rent paid by the kindergarten and
creche will allow a mortgage to be raised to help with the
purchase. Considerable additional costs will be incurred,
however, to modify the building so it is suitable for the
children and to meet the licensing standards required.
Grants may be available from the Ministry of Education to
cover the costs of the conversion work.

When the Presbyterian Church announced last May that it
wished to sell Crossways, the city council agreed to pay up
to $70,000 to delay the sale. Under the terms of the
agreement the Crossways Community Trust has until
October this year to raise the money required to purchase
the property. The church has said that it will sell
Crossways on the open market if the community fails to
support its purchase. The agreement includes a milestone
requiring the Trust to have raised or been promised at least
$450,000 by the end of March. The Trust plans to hold a
meeting at Crossways towards the end of March to report
to the community on the progress that has been made.
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View our homes at:
www.justpaterson.co.nz

Residents Association wants your
views on a Second Mt Victoria Tunnel

Email transport@mtvictoria.org.nz or
write PO Box 19056, Courtenay Place

Submissions to WCC close 22 February
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Mount Victoria Residents Association
It’s been an eventful year in Mt Victoria. The early part of
2007 saw the proposed sale of Crossways and the formation
of the Crossways Community Trust to save the building
and retain our community house, and a huge amount of
activity to that end; the end of the year saw the Council
propose to demolish the majority of Paterson Street and
put through a second tunnel.

In between times there’s been much to celebrate in our
community. Largely inspired by the possible loss of
Crossways, there have been more public meetings and
community events than has been the case for many years.
For instance, there was a huge Open Day at Crossways in
October that showed the diverse range of people and
organisations that make their home in Mt Victoria.

October also brought the local body elections, and long-
time Mt Victoria resident Iona Pannett convincingly
defeated Deputy Mayor Alick Shaw, to give us the
privilege of having one of our neighbours at the Council
table.

And as noticed by many residents, the process of
renovating and improving the neighbourhood continued
apace. Many homes have been upgraded, extended and
painted over the last year, freshening up the streetscape.
Even the Council got into the act, with a very substantial
and welcome upgrade to the Mt Victoria lookout.

The Mt Victoria Residents Association worked hard in
2007 to play its part in this process. We made submissions
to the Council over the SummerSet concert at the Basin
Reserve (happening at Easter), weighed in on the subject of
the Pirie Street brothel, commented on the proposed
demolition of long-standing homes in the areas, and much
more.

Things look like they will be even busier in 2008.

We expect the usual flow of planning issues that affect our
neighbourhood. But the big debate of the year may well
come in the Ngauranga to Airport Transport Strategy,
which has just been released by the Council. As noted on
the front page of the Newsletter, there is a proposal to
largely demolish Paterson Street to put a second tunnel
through Mt Victoria.

This is likely to be a contentious issue across the city. The
pro-car lobby think it will improve congestion; the pro-
public transport people think it will be a huge waste of
money. For local residents, such a tunnel would re-shape
the character of the southern end of Mt Victoria, and the
increased traffic volumes will undoubtedly increase noise
and pollution for local residents.

The documents about the strategy can be found on the
Council’s website at www.wellington.govt.nz/
haveyoursay/publicinput/ngauranga.html

There are a range of views in the community, and we’re
looking to see if we can build a consensus to help shape our
submission. If you have views on a second tunnel or the
wider transport strategy, we’d encourage you to send us an
e-mail at transport@mtvictoria.org.nz, and to make your
own submission to the Council. These close on 22
February, so please make your voice heard sooner rather
than later! And for those wanting additional information, a
public meeting is being planned for 13 February at St Johns
(cnr Willis St and Dixon St) at 6pm. It will be a good
opportunity to hear from both sides of this important
debate.

As usual, additional information on the transport strategy
and other matters topical to our neighbourhood will be
posted on the community website at
www.mtvictoria.org.nz.
Kent Duston
President, Mt Victoria Residents Association

What’s On at Crossways
- On Mondays we have 'Musical Stars' in the afternoon,
followed by Pilates, and the Magnolia Club meets  for
lunch.

- Core Connexions on Tuesday evening.
- Toastmasters or Baccappella Singers on Wednesday.
- Art Classes  followed by Belly Dancing on Thursday.
- Alchoholics Anonymous meets on Friday and
throughout the week.

- Brownies on Saturday
Any ideas for events throughout the year are welcome.
Please phone Ben 384 4770, email crossways@woosh.co.nz

Christmas Concert a Highlight
Crossways was filled to overflowing for the Mt Victoria
Christmas music concert held on 8 December.

The Cadenza Singers entertained with much spirit and
enthusiasm, and encouraged those attending to join in at
times.

It was great to hear Crossways resounding with the hearty
tones of Mt Victoria residents. Young local pianists played
traditional Christmas tunes, though several had a more
contemporary flavour. The piano loaned for the occasion
by Piano House on Cambridge Terrace was a bonus for
performers and audience alike. A particularly heartening
feature was that the performers ranged in age from a six
year old pianist to an 82 year old singer. All gave of their
best and so many enjoyed the event.

The concert raised $260 for the Wellington Women's
Boarding House in Brougham Street.

Christmas Cake Raffle
Thanks to everyone who bought tickets in the Christmas
Cake raffle, to organiser/motivator Pat McGiven and
especially to Jan Riach and her team for making all the
cakes. The winners were drawn at the end-of-year
community celebration and, no doubt, will have enjoyed
their cakes. The raffle exceeded its target of raising $1,000
for the Save Crossways Campaign.

HELP SAVE CROSSWAYS
SHOPPING AT CHAFFERS MARKET

The Keep Crossways campaign now has a permanent
stall at the Sunday markets at Chaffers by Waitangi
Park. We sell our T-shirts, raffles and delicious jam from
Nelson, amongst other items. Pop down for your weekly
veges and come and say “hello”!

Fringe Festival Comes to Crossways

The themes of love, lust, history and humanity are
explored in this exciting and original adaptation of
Voltaire's classic tale of The White Bull.
Thurs 28 Feb – Sun 2 Mar. $10/$8 Door sales. Ph 384 4770



Te Papa’s 10th Anniversary
Te Papa will be celebrating its tenth anniversary this month.

Publicity around the opening described the design
philosophy behind its architecture. For many people,
however, the symbolism has not been obvious, and from
many perspectives the building can appear an unfortunate
blob occupying an otherwise fabulous waterfront site. (You
can blame the supporters of the waterfront car race for the
lack of connection to the water.)

The form of the building does have a rationale, once it is
pointed out. The building has two components, reflecting
our bi-cultural history. The Maori / Polynesian wing faces
the harbour, with natural history exhibits below. The
European side is built as a 3D grid reflecting the street layout
of the settlers’ towns. The two wings are, appropriately,
linked by the Treaty and the immigration exhibits.
Apparently the idea was that, instead of taking the lift,
visitors should enter the museum up the long ramp opposite
the entrance and start their visit from the marae on the top
floor, open to the harbour and sky.

Council’s Annual Plan is Coming
Each year the council draws up a plan outlining the things it
plans to do and the rates, charges and loans needed to pay
for them. Councillors start with a workshop in February and
publish the draft plan in April for submissions. The Mt
Victoria Residents Association will be getting involved. Join
them and contribute your ideas for the city and Mt Victoria.
Write: PO Box 19056, Courtenay Place or email
www.mtvictoria.org.nz.

Newsletter Help Wanted
One of the Newsletter’s stalwart workers is wanting to make
time for other priorities in her life, so we’re looking for a
replacement – or perhaps three! In addition to two delivery
rounds Chris Ross has been one of the “wholesalers” who
each month receive 700 newsletters to count out and drop
off to about 10 delivery volunteers.

If you can spare an hour each month, and would like to
become involved with your community by helping with the
Newsletter, please ring Patrick on 385 1854. The deliveries
are around Majoribanks St and Home St.

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTEDHELP WANTED
Here’s your chance to do something to help keep CrosswaysHere’s your chance to do something to help keep CrosswaysHere’s your chance to do something to help keep CrosswaysHere’s your chance to do something to help keep Crossways
Community House. We need help to run a raffle stall atCommunity House. We need help to run a raffle stall atCommunity House. We need help to run a raffle stall atCommunity House. We need help to run a raffle stall at
Chaffers Market on Sunday mornings. Why not volunteerChaffers Market on Sunday mornings. Why not volunteerChaffers Market on Sunday mornings. Why not volunteerChaffers Market on Sunday mornings. Why not volunteer
for a three-hour stint some Sunday? Contact: Taniafor a three-hour stint some Sunday? Contact: Taniafor a three-hour stint some Sunday? Contact: Taniafor a three-hour stint some Sunday? Contact: Tania
021 464 893 021 464 893 021 464 893 021 464 893 or or or or tania@mtvictoria.org.nztania@mtvictoria.org.nztania@mtvictoria.org.nztania@mtvictoria.org.nz

.

Mt Victoria Newsletter:  Letters, feedback and comments welcome. C/- 8 Scarborough Tce. Email: mtvicnewsletter@xtra.co.nz

Deadline for next newsletter: 15th of month Editorial: Patrick McCombs 385 1854. Advertising: Nicola Byrne 384 6076
Printed by Fullstop, Victoria St

Mt Victoria Residents Association: Annual Subscriptions for year to 31 August 200Annual Subscriptions for year to 31 August 200Annual Subscriptions for year to 31 August 200Annual Subscriptions for year to 31 August 2008888

I/We would like to support the work of the Mt Victoria Residents Association and become a member.

Single: $5 O    Family: $10 O    Unwaged: $3 ODonation: O  Total Amount: $_______

Name(s): __________________________________________    Phone: _______________________

Address:  __________________________________________    Email:  _________________________________________________

Please post to Mount Victoria Residents' Association Inc., PO Box 19056, Courtenay Place, Mt Victoria, Wellington.

NB. You need to have a residential address in Mt Victoria to be eligible for membership.

Some Things Never Change:
From the Mt Victoria Residents Association submission
to the city council on the draft management plant for

the Town Belt, 1994

“If a sporting body which leased Town Belt land no
longer uses it for the original purpose or that sporting
body has become defunct, the land in question should
automatically revert to open space.

“(We cite the example of the former Victoria Women’s
Bowling Club, when this body amalgamated with the
adjoining Men’s Club its clubrooms were vacated. The
council asked MVRA what should happen to the area
and we said it should revert to open space in keeping
with council policy of reclaiming Town Belt land. Our
views were ignored and the club rooms were leased out
to the Bandoliers marching club. Marching is not an
activity requiring specialist greens. We therefore request
that the fences and gates around the Bandoliers
marching area be removed and the area made accessible
to the public in keeping with the objectives of the
[Town Belt] Deed of Trust.)”

Unclassified Advertisements:
• Gardening Staff wanted:  Gardener required for 3 days

per week, Needs to be fit & strong! Please ph Nicola
on 384 6076 or call into Ambience

• House wanted to rent: Professional male looking for
smaller house with garage.  Please call Mark at
021-224-1447 or email xwallis@yahoo.com

• Caregiver required – for one day a week. Mum is
working from home and needs a friendly, experienced
minder to look after a 1 year old boy. Please contact
Sarah on 021 164 5918.

• Hall Cleaner Required: The Tararua Tramping Club,
Moncrieff Street, Mt Victoria, requires its hall to be
cleaned once a week. All cleaning materials and
equipment provided, Anyone interested in this work,
please contact either Alan Wright 479 2566 or Peter
Smith 386 2304.

• Housesitters available: Short or long term. References
provided. Responsible couple, non smokers. pet lovers
and keen gardeners.  Careful and considerate.  ring 021
0261 4829 or 384 1747. Bruce Bollard and Dana
Robinson. danavino@hotmail.com

• Experienced gardener required: Garden maintenance,
fertilising, looking after containers etc. 8-10 hours per
month. Basin Reserve end of Mt Victoria. Own
transport would be an advantage.
Ph 384 8080

• Housesitter: Respectful, referenced, and reliable
housesitter available.  Experienced catsitter.  Will keep
your house looked after while you are away.  No
payment asked for, just want a space to stay in while
saving.   Call Alex, 021 255 5885

Free 3-line ads toFree 3-line ads toFree 3-line ads toFree 3-line ads to newsletter@mtvictoira.org.nz
or phone 384 6076
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Mt Victoria’s gemMt Victoria’s gemMt Victoria’s gemMt Victoria’s gem
Wellington’s largest range of finials,Wellington’s largest range of finials,Wellington’s largest range of finials,Wellington’s largest range of finials,
fretwork & lacework, colonial mouldings,fretwork & lacework, colonial mouldings,fretwork & lacework, colonial mouldings,fretwork & lacework, colonial mouldings,
scotias, skirtings, balustrades & posts,scotias, skirtings, balustrades & posts,scotias, skirtings, balustrades & posts,scotias, skirtings, balustrades & posts,
verandah post moulds,verandah post moulds,verandah post moulds,verandah post moulds,
post tops & post tops & post tops & post tops & cappings,cappings,cappings,cappings,

T&G panellingT&G panellingT&G panellingT&G panelling

Mouldings & Mouldings & Mouldings & Mouldings & Finishings LtdFinishings LtdFinishings LtdFinishings Ltd

39 Home St, Mt Victoria39 Home St, Mt Victoria39 Home St, Mt Victoria39 Home St, Mt Victoria
Ph: 385 7600 Fax: 385 7601Ph: 385 7600 Fax: 385 7601Ph: 385 7600 Fax: 385 7601Ph: 385 7600 Fax: 385 7601
www.mouldingsandfinishings.co.nzwww.mouldingsandfinishings.co.nzwww.mouldingsandfinishings.co.nzwww.mouldingsandfinishings.co.nz

18 Majoribanks St, Mt Victoria Tel: 385 7577

Bringing the cuisine of Cyprus; and Sicily;Bringing the cuisine of Cyprus; and Sicily;Bringing the cuisine of Cyprus; and Sicily;Bringing the cuisine of Cyprus; and Sicily;
and indeed all of the Mediterraneanand indeed all of the Mediterraneanand indeed all of the Mediterraneanand indeed all of the Mediterranean

And, not least of all
The only cup of Coffee Supreme in Mount Victoria

Open Tuesday to Saturday from 6pmOpen Tuesday to Saturday from 6pmOpen Tuesday to Saturday from 6pmOpen Tuesday to Saturday from 6pm

- Varicose Vein treatment by laser or injection

- Permanent hair reduction

- Botulinum and collagen treatment for

lines & wrinkles

- Liposculpture

38 Roxburgh St, Mt Victoria.  Ph 939 135338 Roxburgh St, Mt Victoria.  Ph 939 135338 Roxburgh St, Mt Victoria.  Ph 939 135338 Roxburgh St, Mt Victoria.  Ph 939 1353

Valentines Day
14 February

Come on in and see ourCome on in and see ourCome on in and see ourCome on in and see our
array of beautiful gifts,array of beautiful gifts,array of beautiful gifts,array of beautiful gifts,

plants and other goodiesplants and other goodiesplants and other goodiesplants and other goodies

for your sweetheart.for your sweetheart.for your sweetheart.for your sweetheart.

AmbienceAmbienceAmbienceAmbience
14 Elizabeth St.14 Elizabeth St.14 Elizabeth St.14 Elizabeth St.
OPEN 7 DaysOPEN 7 DaysOPEN 7 DaysOPEN 7 Days

((((Open until 6pm on week days &Open until 6pm on week days &Open until 6pm on week days &Open until 6pm on week days &
5pm weekends)5pm weekends)5pm weekends)5pm weekends)

Specialising in:
• Renovations

• Alterations
• Project Management

Grant Wilson
021 997 004

84 Austin St, Mt Vic

Announcing… a Property Manager who canAnnouncing… a Property Manager who canAnnouncing… a Property Manager who canAnnouncing… a Property Manager who can
Save you up to $1,500 in accounting fees!Save you up to $1,500 in accounting fees!Save you up to $1,500 in accounting fees!Save you up to $1,500 in accounting fees!

Our valued customers receive full professional property
management for a fee of just 8% plus GST

and we prepare their annual tax accounts for FREE!FREE!FREE!FREE!

To find out more telephone Ross Millikin today on
385-9112385-9112385-9112385-9112 or email rossm@managementhq.co.nzrossm@managementhq.co.nzrossm@managementhq.co.nzrossm@managementhq.co.nz

www.managementhq.co.nzwww.managementhq.co.nzwww.managementhq.co.nzwww.managementhq.co.nz

We are proud to be a Mount Victoria based company

Don't Tell The Missus!Don't Tell The Missus!Don't Tell The Missus!Don't Tell The Missus!
It's 2-4-1 meals on a Monday at the CambridgeIt's 2-4-1 meals on a Monday at the CambridgeIt's 2-4-1 meals on a Monday at the CambridgeIt's 2-4-1 meals on a Monday at the Cambridge

PS. Got family and friends coming to town?PS. Got family and friends coming to town?PS. Got family and friends coming to town?PS. Got family and friends coming to town?
Don't forget we have affordable,Don't forget we have affordable,Don't forget we have affordable,Don't forget we have affordable,
quality accommodation available.quality accommodation available.quality accommodation available.quality accommodation available.

 28 Cambridge Terrace.  Ph: 385 8829 28 Cambridge Terrace.  Ph: 385 8829 28 Cambridge Terrace.  Ph: 385 8829 28 Cambridge Terrace.  Ph: 385 8829


