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Lifesaving Donation for Mt Victoria’s Heart

Crossways has received another reprieve from its
threatened sale on the open market by its owners, the
Presbyterian Church. The announcement was made by
the Crossways Community Trust at a meeting held on
27 March at which the Trust reported to the community
on its fundraising success.

Under an agreement made last June with the church and
the council, the sale was delayed to October 2008 and the
council agreed to pay the interest costs on bridging
finance to allow renovations to proceed at St Andrews.
The agreement set a milestone of $450,000 to be raised by
the Crossways Trust before 31 March.

Bill Southworth, the Trust Chair, said that the Trust had
raised over $470,000, including a promise of a $450,000
donation from a private trust that wishes to remain
anonymous. The terms of the pledged donation are being
considered by the council.

The donation appears to have secured the future of the
community house that has served as the heart of Mt
Victoria for over 30 years. Residents can only speculate as
to the motivations behind such a generous gift and
wonder what connection the donor might have with the
Mt Victoria community.

The contribution will give the Crossways Community
Trust a firm basis on which to continue planning for the
future of Crossways.  The Trust has been working with
architects alongside the Kindergarten Federation and the
Crossways Community Creche. Sketch plans have been
prepared to show how the ground floor could be
redeveloped and extended into the area now occupied by
a garage (see page 3). The entire ground floor and the
outside area would be used for pre-school education. The
kindy and creche would pay rent for the spaces they
occupy. The income would cover a mortgage that could
contribute significantly towards the cost of purchasing the
property.

The upper floor would be developed for community use.
Rooms of different sizes would be provided for activities
and meetings, and a lift will be installed to provide access
for users. A decision as to whether the upper floor would
be extended beyond its existing size will depend on the
expected community uses and fundraising.

Big Task Still AheadBig Task Still AheadBig Task Still AheadBig Task Still Ahead

Having successfully cleared the first hurdle the Crossways
Community Trust is conscious that there is still a long
way to go to secure Crossways for the community. While
the proposed pre-school education precinct has received
strong endorsements it will require funding approval by
the government which is facing competing demands,
including a slowing economy and pressure for tax cuts.

The amount that will have to be paid to the Presbyterian
Church to purchase Crossways has not yet been
negotiated. While valuations have varied up to $1.5m, the
falling property market and the council’s recent historic
listing of the building may have affected its market price.
It is even possible that the church may wish to still
support Mt Victoria by helping the community complete
the purchase.

Far from relaxing its efforts, the Crossways Community
Trust is embarking on further rounds of fundraising. It
will be approaching trusts and philanthropic
organisations, and has been applying to grant-making
bodies.

Fundraising StrategyFundraising StrategyFundraising StrategyFundraising Strategy

Even after the large anonymous donation and the
anticipated government contributions towards the
education precinct, the Trust needs up to a further
$750,000 to purchase Crossways and give it a major
makeover. The remaining amount has to come from the
local community, income-generating opportunities,
philanthropic trusts and local authority grants. The
business plan is posted on www.savecrossways.co.nz

Letters have recently been sent from the Crossways
Community Trust, personally addressed to each Mt
Victoria resident who was registered to vote in the
council election last year. The letter directly asked
residents to make donations. The response is likely to be
lifted by the news that the fundraising task no longer
looks to be impossible.

Donations to the Crossways Community Trust can be
deposited direct to KiwiBank 38-9006-0800237-00. Please
let the Trust know so they can send a receipt.

This Newsletter is
sponsored by

JUST PATERSONJUST PATERSONJUST PATERSONJUST PATERSON

9-11 Tory Street

Wellington

Phone 04 385 7755

Fax 04 385 6644

View our homes at:
www.justpaterson.co.nz

Come to the fabulous…

Clyde Quay School Fair
Elizabeth Street, Mt Victoria

Saturday, 5 April
10.30am – 2.30pm

Harley Davidson rides – white elephant &
treasures – fun & games – horizontal bungy –

lucky dip – mystery envelopes – bouncy castle –
fairy grotto – cakes – café & hot food – L’affare

coffee – books – plants – clothes – pinball
arcade – and lots more.

A fundraiser for a major upgrade
of our playground.

Please come. Bring a friend!
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Mount Victoria Residents Association

Planning for the year ahead

Councils have an obligation to discuss their plans for the
coming year with ratepayers, and this is normally done in
the context of the Draft Annual Plan (DAP). These plans
cover the Council’s financial year from 1 July to 30 June.
The consultation process with the community runs from
19 April to 18 May.

As residents, there are a number of ways we can have
input into the Council’s plans. The first is via our elected
representatives, and in the case of local Councillor Iona
Pannett she will be arranging “coffee shop meetings” to
discuss areas of interest and concern with local residents.

The second way to have input is to put in a submission on
the Council’s proposed activities yourself. This needs to be
in writing, but can cover any aspect of the various plans
and budgets where you would like the Council to take
your views into account.

Of course the Mt Victoria Residents Association will also
be putting in a submission, and we have a number of areas
where we think the neighbourhood could benefit from
fine-tuning of the Council’s plans. One of these areas is
around the parking in Mt Victoria.

As everyone is aware, the Council have made coupon
parking available for a number of years, while restricting
general parking through the use of Residents Parking
permits. One proposal that has been tabled is to ask the
Council to phase out coupon parking in favour of 1-2 hour
parking around the businesses on the lower slopes (such as
in Majoribanks Street and Elizabeth Street), and apply
residents parking rules everywhere else.

The purpose of this approach would be to stop our
neighbourhood being used as an overflow carpark for the
CBD. At the moment coupon parking is the cheapest way
for commuters to park their cars during the working day,
and many of us are aware of regular parkers who use Mt
Victoria as the equivalent of an outdoor car parking
building.

This activity does nothing for our neighbourhood. It adds
to the traffic load in narrow streets, increases localised
pollution, makes the streets more dangerous for cyclists
and pedestrians, and the additional revenue does nothing
to decrease the rates bill for local residents. Removing this
cheap source of car parking would also help provide an
incentive for commuters to use public transport, and
therefore help us move to the cleaner, greener, carbon-
neutral world espoused by both local and central
government.

Among other suggestions that the MVRA will be making
for inclusion in the Annual Plan are improving the
walking routes into the city and providing better
protection for the older buildings in our neighbourhood.

The Residents Association is interested in your thoughts
on these or any other local issues so we can formulate our
submission to the Council. Send an e-mail to
mvra@mtvictoria.org.nz if you have suggestions or views
on any topic you would like us to pass to the council.

And on a different note, it’s great to see the success of the
Crossways team in meeting their first funding milestone –
it’s a real lesson in the power of the community to rally
around a local issue!

Kent Duston
President, MVRA
kent@mtvictoria.org.nz
021 536 873

What’s On at Crossways: Ph 384 4770
- Yoga:Yoga:Yoga:Yoga:  Monday at 5.30pm

- Transition TownsTransition TownsTransition TownsTransition Towns: Wednesday 9 March 7pm

- UnitariansUnitariansUnitariansUnitarians meet First Sunday of each month 9.30am

- Mt Vic Garden Club:Mt Vic Garden Club:Mt Vic Garden Club:Mt Vic Garden Club: every second Wednesday from
2 April

- BrowniesBrowniesBrowniesBrownies meet Saturday afternoon

- Musical Stars theatre workshops for kidsMusical Stars theatre workshops for kidsMusical Stars theatre workshops for kidsMusical Stars theatre workshops for kids is on
Mondays

- Magnolia Club:Magnolia Club:Magnolia Club:Magnolia Club: mental health support group meets on
Mondays upstairs, all welcome

- Residents Association CommitteeResidents Association CommitteeResidents Association CommitteeResidents Association Committee:  3 April, 1 May

- Flamenco DancingFlamenco DancingFlamenco DancingFlamenco Dancing is next on 4 May.

Transition Towns
The Transition Towns meeting held at Crossways in April
saw a video by Jo Duff from the Hawkes Bay Environment
Centre that outlined the issues of global warming and
peak oil and looked at some responses from cities and
towns in the UK. These responses include raising
awareness of the issues and then developing a plan based
on reduction in reliance on oil, working with the natural
environment to locally produce much of the food needs in
a sustainable way, developing better transport options and
working in conjunction with the local council.

The next meeting will be held upstairs at Crossways on
Wednesday 9 AprilWednesday 9 AprilWednesday 9 AprilWednesday 9 April, commencing 7pm. The meeting will
hear from Andrew Morrison on permaculture in an urban
environment, view some associated DVD clips, and
discuss how these ideas can be applied in Mt Victoria.
And you don't have to have a large section to be able to
participate.

It will be an interesting meeting and all are most
welcome. Further inquiries to Frank Cook
Ph 027 649 6508

Sunshine, Good Vibes And Funky
Tunes At The Crossways Open Day
Clear blue skies and a wind free day greeted people as
they came along to the second festival of love and
support at Crossways on Saturday 15 March. Thank
you to our sponsors – Sandwiches nightclub, Caffe
L'affare & Moore Wilsons and our supporters Ryan
Prebble, Sweet Mothers Kitchen, Resene, NZ College
of Massage, Goldings Craft, Cancer Society, Crossways
Community Creche, Tommy’s, Clyde Quay School, Fat
Freddy’s Drop, all performers and to the community
for being a part of the carnival type atmosphere.

The sweet bluesy tunes of Ryan Prebble, funky sounds
from DJ Sticky from Sandwiches, a performance from
a local Capoiera group entertained the crowds as did
the ‘balloon man’, face painting, the bouncy castle,
stalls including beautiful jewellery, Mt Victoria
Residents Assocociation, Clyde Quay School, Clyde
Quay Kindergarten, Crossways Community Creche as
well as the Keep Crossways campaign with
information and sketches about how the education
precinct could look.

A delicious range of food was on offer and Caffe
L'affare provided amazing coffee made on site, a quiet
wine or beer was also enjoyed in the afternoon sitting
on the grass listening to the live music.

Thank you to everyone who donated items to the
garage sale and art fair. Items not sold have either
been kept by the campaign to sell at other events or
passed onto the school for their fair on April 5.
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Visit these Community Websites:
• www.mtvictoria.org.nz (Your neighbourhood)
• www.mvhs.wellington.net.nz(Mt Vic Historical Soc)
• www.keepcrossways.co.nz(Crossways)
• www.victoriabowlingclub.org.nz (Bowling club)
• www.ttc.org.nz (Tararua Tramping club)

Redesign for Adelaide Road
The council has launched a series of meetings to involve
local communities in a major redesign of the area around
Adelaide Road, from the Basin Reserve to the hospital and
Johns St, and from Wallace St and Massey University in
the west across to Government House and the town belt
to the east. The area was identified in the Wellington
growth strategy as an area, alongside Johnsonville and
Kilbirnie, suitable for higher density housing. The
transport study released in February suggested that the
redeveloped area could be serviced by a high-capacity
light rail system running between the railway station and
the hospital.

A meeting held under the Vance Stand at the Basin
Reserve in February was attended by 70 people who live
or work in the area. There was general agreement that the
area needs a make-over, providing for a mixture of
commercial and residential uses. Residential
accommodation should include facilities for families,
including green areas and neighbourhood parks. Some
expressed concern that tall apartment buildings could
increase wind or shading. There was discussion about how
the community could make greater use of the Basin
Reserve that currently seems alienated from residents, if
only because they are unsure whether they are allowed to
play on the grass. Residents also felt the need for a place
where the community can meet.

Locals feel that their neighbourhood is cut in half by
Adelaide Road which the transport strategy confirms as
the main route to Newtown and the southern suburbs.
The challenge facing the design team will be to provide
for the through traffic, and possibly also the new tram
route, at the same time as providing for local uses by
residents. The public meeting identified the dangers for
cyclists posed by the speed of traffic, and the need for
parking to service the hospital, Massey University and
residents. There was a call to re-examine the idea of
putting a tunnel beneath the Basin to link Adelaide Road
to Cambridge/Kent Tce.

The development planned on the Rugby St/Tasman St
corner, near the Basin Reserve, seems likely to be
considered before the comprehensive design for the area
has been prepared. Already buildings are being
demolished and the Boys & Girls Institute’s swimming
pool has been lost although Councillor Iona Pannett is
working with the developer to try to save part of the
building’s facade.  No resource consent application has yet
been received for the development which is expected to
include a Pack’n’Save supermarket, commercial space and
apartments.

Mt Victoria Newsletter:  Letters, feedback and comments welcome. C/- 8 Scarborough Tce. Email: mtvicnewsletter@xtra.co.nz

Deadline for next newsletter: 15th of month Editorial: Patrick McCombs 385 1854. Advertising: Nicola Byrne 384 6076
Printed by Fullstop, Victoria St

Council and coffee
 – come and chat with Iona
A new style of consultation is coming to town – come
and chat over coffee and Council issues with Lambton
Ward Councillor Iona Pannett.

Generally people don’t turn up to Council meetings so
I’ve decided to try a new tack, organising 8 meetings
over the Lambton ward for people to talk to me about
Council  and city issues.

Council knows that people often don’t feel consulted so
here is a chance for people to have a direct conversation
with one of their representatives in a convivial setting.
Wellingtonians are great lovers of coffee and a cafe
setting is a perfect setting to discuss these kinds of issues.

The Council’s Annual Plan is coming up for
consultation, but people are more than welcome to bring
along any Mt Victoria or city wide issues over coffee.

I will be paying as I don’t want to put up any barriers to
people participating in the meetings.

If you can’t come to the meeting people are welcome to
call me on 384-3382/ 021-227-8509 or e-mail me at
iona.pannett@wcc.govt.nz.

Where:Where:Where:Where: Mojo Coffee, 23 Kent Terrace, Mt Victoria

Date:Date:Date:Date: Thursday 1 May 2008

Time:Time:Time:Time: anytime between 6:30-8:30pm

Wellington Prepares To Deal With
Tsunami
Wellington Civil Defence (or Emergency Management),
while putting much effort into possible earthquakes, has
responsibility for dealing with all types of emergency.
Although a tsunami affecting Wellington may seem
unlikely, it was reported in the Dominion Post of
17 March that evidence had been found of a giant
undersea landslide at an unknown date had at some
stage triggered a tsunami; also that the 1855 earthquake
caused a tsunami at Wairarapa.

The signal for such an emergency will be that two
helicopters fly overhead, while twelve mobile vans pass
through the streets with a series of “woop woop” sounds
given out at 130 decibels.

To take part in preparations for emergencies, contact
George on 021 878 877. Meetings are held at Clyde
Quay School at 7pm on the third Thursday of each
month.

Possible redesign and extension of CrosswaysPossible redesign and extension of CrosswaysPossible redesign and extension of CrosswaysPossible redesign and extension of Crossways
ground floor to accommodate creche and kindergartenground floor to accommodate creche and kindergartenground floor to accommodate creche and kindergartenground floor to accommodate creche and kindergarten

Unclassified Advertisements:
• Creche Pack-up person required:Creche Pack-up person required:Creche Pack-up person required:Creche Pack-up person required: Crossways

Community Creche require a person to help with
Creche equipment pack ups. 4 days per week. For
details please call Vicki Ph. 934-1448

Free 3-line ads toFree 3-line ads toFree 3-line ads toFree 3-line ads to newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz
or phone 384 6076
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Mt Victoria’s gemMt Victoria’s gemMt Victoria’s gemMt Victoria’s gem
Wellington’s largest range of finials,Wellington’s largest range of finials,Wellington’s largest range of finials,Wellington’s largest range of finials,
fretwork & lacework, colonial mouldings,fretwork & lacework, colonial mouldings,fretwork & lacework, colonial mouldings,fretwork & lacework, colonial mouldings,
scotias, skirtings, balustrades & posts,scotias, skirtings, balustrades & posts,scotias, skirtings, balustrades & posts,scotias, skirtings, balustrades & posts,
verandah post moulds,verandah post moulds,verandah post moulds,verandah post moulds,
post tops & post tops & post tops & post tops & cappings,cappings,cappings,cappings,
T&G panellingT&G panellingT&G panellingT&G panelling

Mouldings & Mouldings & Mouldings & Mouldings & Finishings LtdFinishings LtdFinishings LtdFinishings Ltd

39 Home St, Mt Victoria39 Home St, Mt Victoria39 Home St, Mt Victoria39 Home St, Mt Victoria
Ph: 385 7600 Fax: 385 7601Ph: 385 7600 Fax: 385 7601Ph: 385 7600 Fax: 385 7601Ph: 385 7600 Fax: 385 7601
www.mouldingsandfinishings.co.nzwww.mouldingsandfinishings.co.nzwww.mouldingsandfinishings.co.nzwww.mouldingsandfinishings.co.nz

18 Majoribanks St, Mt Victoria Tel: 385 7577

Bringing the cuisine of Cyprus; and Sicily;Bringing the cuisine of Cyprus; and Sicily;Bringing the cuisine of Cyprus; and Sicily;Bringing the cuisine of Cyprus; and Sicily;
and indeed all of the Mediterraneanand indeed all of the Mediterraneanand indeed all of the Mediterraneanand indeed all of the Mediterranean

And, not least of all
The only cup of Coffee Supreme in Mount Victoria

Open Tuesday to Saturday from 6pmOpen Tuesday to Saturday from 6pmOpen Tuesday to Saturday from 6pmOpen Tuesday to Saturday from 6pm

- Varicose Vein treatment by laser or injection

- Permanent hair reduction

- Botulinum and collagen treatment for
lines & wrinkles

- Liposculpture
38 Roxburgh St, Mt Victoria.  Ph 939 1353

Specialising in:
• Renovations

• Alterations
• Project Management

Grant Wilson
021 997 004

84 Austin St, Mt Vic

Announcing… a Property Manager who canAnnouncing… a Property Manager who canAnnouncing… a Property Manager who canAnnouncing… a Property Manager who can
Save you up to $1,500 in accounting fees!Save you up to $1,500 in accounting fees!Save you up to $1,500 in accounting fees!Save you up to $1,500 in accounting fees!

Our valued customers receive full professional property
management for a fee of just 8% plus GST

and we prepare their annual tax accounts for FREE!FREE!FREE!FREE!

To find out more telephone Ross Millikin today on
385-9112385-9112385-9112385-9112 or email rossm@managementhq.co.nzrossm@managementhq.co.nzrossm@managementhq.co.nzrossm@managementhq.co.nz

www.managementhq.co.nzwww.managementhq.co.nzwww.managementhq.co.nzwww.managementhq.co.nz

We are proud to be a Mount Victoria based company

Don't Tell The Missus!Don't Tell The Missus!Don't Tell The Missus!Don't Tell The Missus!
It's 2-4-1 meals on a Monday at the CambridgeIt's 2-4-1 meals on a Monday at the CambridgeIt's 2-4-1 meals on a Monday at the CambridgeIt's 2-4-1 meals on a Monday at the Cambridge

PS. Got family and friends coming to town?PS. Got family and friends coming to town?PS. Got family and friends coming to town?PS. Got family and friends coming to town?
Don't forget we have affordable,Don't forget we have affordable,Don't forget we have affordable,Don't forget we have affordable,
quality accommodation available.quality accommodation available.quality accommodation available.quality accommodation available.

 28 Cambridge Terrace.  Ph: 385 8829 28 Cambridge Terrace.  Ph: 385 8829 28 Cambridge Terrace.  Ph: 385 8829 28 Cambridge Terrace.  Ph: 385 8829

Fabulous new home & gardenFabulous new home & gardenFabulous new home & gardenFabulous new home & garden

Décor arriving all month long atDécor arriving all month long atDécor arriving all month long atDécor arriving all month long at

Ambience, for lovers of pots,Ambience, for lovers of pots,Ambience, for lovers of pots,Ambience, for lovers of pots,

plants & gorgeous thingsplants & gorgeous thingsplants & gorgeous thingsplants & gorgeous things

14 Elizabeth St. Open 7 days.14 Elizabeth St. Open 7 days.14 Elizabeth St. Open 7 days.14 Elizabeth St. Open 7 days.

AmbienceAmbienceAmbienceAmbience
((((Open until 6pm on week days &Open until 6pm on week days &Open until 6pm on week days &Open until 6pm on week days &

5pm weekends)5pm weekends)5pm weekends)5pm weekends)


