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Progress Towards Keeping Crossways
The Crossways Community Trust has begun
discussions about the purchase of the Crossways
Community House from St Andrews on the Terrace
Presbyterian Church. Negotiations are still at an
early stage. The Trust has received a professional
valuation that will support an application for a bank
mortgage and form the basis of any offer to buy the
property.

The city council’s Draft Annual Plan raised the
possibility that the council could make a
contribution towards the purchase by the
community. The Crossways Trust and the resident’s
association, supported by many individual Mt
Victoria residents, have made submissions to the
council asking that a provision of $250,000 be made
in the budget for the coming financial year. They
hope the council will contribute towards the
purchase, provided a deal can be agreed. This is the
same amount that the council proposes for upgrading
Thistle Hall in upper Cuba St.

The council has completed hearing submissions on
the proposed heritage listing of Crossways in the
district plan. All the submissions received were in
support of the listing. If confirmed, the listing would
make it extremely unlikely that the council would
give approval for the demolition of the building and
redevelopment of the site. Confirmation of the
heritage listing is expected shortly.

The Trust is continuing its fundraising with major
events planned for June and July. With the support
of Mt Vic residents and their friends several
thousand dollars are expected to be raised from a
gala showing of Lovely Rita if the “Full House” sign
goes up at the Paramount on Sunday 29 June. Then
on Saturday 12 July a themed evening is planned at
Crossways to raise more money and to celebrate an
event in the life of our namesake Queen Victoria.

Fundraising Screening for Crossways

‘Lovely Rita’
Paramount 4pm Sunday 29 June

The screening of Lovely Rita is a fundraising event
to help Keep Crossways. Director Gaylene Preston, a
Mt Victoria resident, will introduce the film and
answer audience questions. The bar will be open.

Rita Angus’ paintings were undervalued during her
lifetime but appreciated by a small group of
supporters including the composer Douglas Lilburn,
with whom she maintained a life long close
friendship. Over 300 letters from Rita to Douglas
were in his possession when he died recently and
these form a moving and sometimes startling
personal commentary from the artist herself which
illuminates a lifetime of painting.

The documentary on the extraordinary life of artist
Rita Angus has been a hit with those who have seen
it since its recent release. A book on the artist has
just been published, and the exhibition Rita Angus:
Life and Vision, opens at Te Papa in July 2008 before
travelling around New Zealand.

Tickets: $20, $10 child. Phone 021 464 893. Email
Rita@mtvictoria.org.nz. Cheques made out to
Crossways Community Trust can be sent to PO Box
19015, Wellington.

This Newsletter is
sponsored by

JUST PATERSONJUST PATERSONJUST PATERSONJUST PATERSON

9-11 Tory Street

Wellington

Phone 04 385 7755

Fax 04 385 6644

View our homes at:
www.justpaterson.co.nz

Crossways Fundraising Dinner
12 July 4pm-12 Details in next newsletter and posted on
www.keepcrossways.co.nz

Crossways Market Stalls
Pop down and get your weekly veggies from Chaffers
market, visit the Crossways stall and pick up a movie
ticket or a raffle ticket for a bottle of Pinot Noir, a Mt Vic
T-shirt and some delicious jam or just to make a donation
or to say hi!
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Mount Victoria Residents Association
The Residents Association has made a submission on
behalf of residents to the City Council’s Annual Plan.
Thank you to those who got in touch and passed on issues
that have concerned you.

The most import issue for the Council over the next year
is the need to improve planning protection for the history
and architectural coherence of our neighbourhood. Too
many of our older buildings have already been lost. New,
modern buildings have their place but they should not be
peppered through Mt Victoria. Many people are equally
concerned at the prospect of “colonial-look” modern
houses. It is a difficult issue that needs discussion within
the community. It is pleasing that the Council has begun
the review process with the publication of a discussion
booklet but it is important the momentum be maintained.

The MVRA submission also asked the Council to budget
$250,000 as a grant towards the purchase of Crossways
from the Presbyterian Church. We strongly support the
retention of Crossways for use by the community, both as
a pre-school facility and community rooms.

We took the opportunity to thank the Council for many
of the great things that they do for the city and our
community throughout the year, including the
maintenance of the Town Belt and waging the battle
against litter and graffiti.

We asked the Council to join the MVRA in a project to
encourage walking between Mt Victoria and the city. We
will be looking at issues affecting safety and convenience
such as pedestrian crossings, traffic lights and footpath
repairs. We have asked to be involved in the Council’s
project to improve the safety and friendliness of
Courtenay Place The MVRA is also pleased that the
Council intends to review the coupon parking and
residents’ parking schemes.

We have since heard a suggestion that, to encourage
participation, the Council should make an award for the
best submission received and for the one that resulted in
the most changes to the draft plan. It seems a good idea
and we will pass it on to the Council.

Our full submission posted is at www.mtvictoria.org.nz

Kent Duston
President, MVRA
kent@mtvictoria.org.nz
021 536 873

What’s On at Crossways: Ph 384 4770
Matariki Celebration Sunday 29 June from 4pm

- presentations on aspects of Matariki
- shared meal
- free entry

Regular Crossways Events

DAY TIME GROUP
1pm Magnolia Club Health

Support
2.45 Musical Stars Kids drama

fun

Monday

6.30pm Pilates fitness
5pm Yoga fitnessTuesday
6.30pm Core

Connexions
dance

2pm Garden Club Gardens
7pm Toastmasters Public

Speaking

Wednesday

Fortnightly

8pm Baccappella Singing
9am French

Playgroup
LanguageThursday

7.30pm Belly-Dancing Dance/art

Friday 6pm Chock Music
Club

Saturday Brownies

Sunday 1st Sun  9-1 Unitarians Spiritual

Several Alcoholics Anonymous meetings are held at
Crossways every week - please contact House Co-
Ordinator.
Crossways hosts monthly meetings for many social
and cultural groups, including Mt Victoria Residents
Association, WEA Bookgroup, a Men’s Group, Climate
Defence Network, Transition Towns, Anti-Vivisection
Campaign, Polyamory, Vegetarian Cooking and Music.

Dance Your Heart Out
Every Tuesday evening you can "Dance your Heart out" at
Crossways. From 7.30 – 9.30pm the place is alive and
rocking with music from around the world. The "Core
Connexion Transformational Arts®" practice is a
meditation in movement that will lead you from a place of
stillness to a high energy workout and then back to inner
peacefulness.

Ingrid has been leading these classes for the last two and a
half years. She says Crossways provided her with an
affordable and centrally located space to build up interest
in this free movement dance form. It is designed to release
the dancer in you and every body is welcome – no matter
what shape, size, age, limitations or experience. "We
reconnect with the vitality and creative potential that lies
at the core of all of us." The dance floor becomes a
playground for insights into behaviour patterns, an
opportunity to expand movement repertoire and a place
of adventure and wonder.

Participants come from Mt Victoria but also from all over
the Wellington region and beyond. Since the fundraising
effort to save Crossways started they have contributed
generously with cash donations.

Ingrid is a certified Core Connexion Transformational
Arts® practitioner. She brings to this work a wealth of
experience in yoga, awareness through movement,
meditation and improvisation. The unique flavour of her
classes and choice of music reflects her experience of
having lived in Germany, Great Britain, California and
New Zealand.

More information can be found at
www.coreconnexion.co.nz,  phone Ingrid at  04 388 7939
or email: info@coreconnexion.co.nz.

Unclassified Advertisements:
• Cleaner required:Cleaner required:Cleaner required:Cleaner required: Upstairs at Crossways 1.5 hrs each

Friday afternoon. $20 Ph Evelyn 021 499 388

• Wellington East Girls' College Quiz Night: Wellington East Girls' College Quiz Night: Wellington East Girls' College Quiz Night: Wellington East Girls' College Quiz Night: Thursday
June 12, 7.30pm, WEGC School Hall. First prize
basket valued over $1200. Tables/Teams of 6. Ticket
Prices: Adult $15, Student $10. Inquiries to
wegc_stagechallenge@hotmail.com.

Free 3-line ads toFree 3-line ads toFree 3-line ads toFree 3-line ads to newsletter@mtvictoira.org.nz
or phone 384 6076

Flamenco Social
Sunday 6 July 4-7pm at Crossways. All welcome
come and enjoy watching flamenco dancing with
guitarists and singers while you sip your tea or
coffee provided. A koha or plate of finger food for
entry.
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Letter to the Editor
Building demolitions: Council response
In your last (May) issue you covered the fact the Council
has granted consent for the demolition of an old cottage at
99 Majoribanks Street. You also outlined the fact that
we’re looking at an application to demolish a house at 63
Brougham Street.

The news was accompanied by a critical – and misleading
– comment on the Council’s approach to the enforcement
of the ‘pre-1930’ demolition rule in Mt Victoria and other
inner suburbs like Thorndon. You claimed that, despite
this rule in the District Plan, the Council has never
declined an application.

This is misleading. While the Council may not have
formally declined demolition consent applications in Mt
Victoria, I can assure you that the ‘pre-1930’ rule has
caused significant numbers of home owners and
prospective developers in Mt Victoria to abandon their
plans to clear a site and rebuild.

The change of heart – and plan – usually happens after
early discussions with the Council’s planning staff when
the hurdles, costs and risks involved in a bid to get a
demolition consent, due to the pre-1930 rule, are
outlined.

In other words, property owners usually do the sums and
decide that it’s not worth going through a very expensive
and lengthy notified resource consent process – especially
when there’s no guarantee they’ll get the consent in the
end due to opposition from Council officers.

So it’s safe to say that a lot of the heritage-saving
‘successes’ in Mt Victoria are achieved before there is a
need for the community to get involved.

In the case of 99 Majoribanks Street, Council planners and
heritage experts only recommended demolition consent
be given after serious and extra-close examination of the
application. The key reason for granting consent is that
the existing house makes little contribution to the
streetscape – please note, this is not a rule about heritage
values, but rather streetscape value.

In the case of 63 Brougham Street, the application is for
the demolition of the existing house and its replacement
with a similar dwelling. It would be set back from the
street to provide parking.

Mainly due to the provisions of the ‘pre-1930’ rule, this
application is likely to be fully notified if it proceeds in its
current format. If this is the case then we will invite
submissions from the community and there’ll be a full
hearing.

Dougal List
Local Area Planning Manager
Wellington City Council

Transition Towns, Mt Victoria
At the May meeting of the Mt Victoria group Andrew
Morrison showed the DVD The Synergistic Garden in
which Emilia Hazelip uses Fukuoka's organic and no-dig
principles to raise vegetables and herbs in temperate
climates. An inspiring DVD rich in information and
practical ideas many of which can be used in our urban
environment. The meeting also noted that on 5 June 2008
New Zealand is hosting World Environment Day 2008 in
partnership with the United Nations Environment
Programme. The Ministry for the Environment is the lead
government agency coordinating the event. Activities and
talks can be found at www.nzlive.com/en/world-
environment-day

The Crossways Transitions Town group will next meet
upstairs on Wednesday 11 June at 7:30pm to view The
11th Hour, a film which looks at the state of the global
environment and includes visionary and practical
solutions for restoring the planet's ecosystems. All
welcome. For further information contact Frank Cook on
027 649 6508

Brothel Update
Neighbours of the Lovely Lily operating from 103 Pirie St
and the residents association have made submissions to
the council asking for a review of the bylaws controlling
brothels. Brothels have been effectively banned from
residential neighbourhoods in other cities using bylaws
and the provision included in the Prostitution Reform Act
to allow a council to turn down a brothel if it is “likely to
cause a nuisance or serious offence to ordinary members
of the public using the area or is incompatible with the
existing character of the area”. Any review is unlikely to
affect brothels that have already been approved.

The council has warned the Lovely Lily operator to
adhere to the approved operating hours of 10am-11pm
and will now actively monitor compliance.

Protection for Character Areas
The city council has sought comments on a proposal to
ensure a consistent approach to character protection
across all inner residential suburbs. Mt Victoria and
Thorndon were the first areas where planning permission
was needed to demolish or remove a house.  Last year the
demolition rule was extended to Mt Cook and Newtown
with additional controls over modifications visible from
the street. Other than in the northern area around the
monastery, there are currently no design controls in Mt
Victoria for renovation work that does not involve
demolition, except for multi-unit developments. The
council proposal signals the start of work towards giving
Mt Victoria the greater protection now enjoyed by other
inner city areas.

The MVRA has asked that the new planning rules take
into account the historic value of buildings in addition to
their contribution to the look of the street.

Mt Victoria Residents Association: Annual Subscriptions for year to 31 August 2008Annual Subscriptions for year to 31 August 2008Annual Subscriptions for year to 31 August 2008Annual Subscriptions for year to 31 August 2008

I/We would like to support the work of the Mt Victoria Residents Association and become a member.

Single: $5 R    Family: $10 R    Unwaged: $3 R Donation: R  Total Amount: $_______

Name(s): __________________________________________    Phone: _______________________

Address:  __________________________________________    Email:  _________________________________________________

Please post to Mount Victoria Residents' Association Inc., PO Box 19056, Courtenay Place, Mt Victoria, Wellington.

NB. You need to have a residential address in Mt Victoria to be eligible for membership.

Mt Victoria Newsletter:  Letters, feedback and comments welcome. C/- 8 Scarborough Tce. Email: mtvicnewsletter@xtra.co.nz

Deadline for next newsletter: 15th of month Editorial: Patrick McCombs 385 1854. Advertising: Nicola Byrne 384 6076
Printed by Fullstop, Victoria St



.

Mt Victoria’s gemMt Victoria’s gemMt Victoria’s gemMt Victoria’s gem
Wellington’s largest range of finials,Wellington’s largest range of finials,Wellington’s largest range of finials,Wellington’s largest range of finials,

fretwork & lacework, colonial mouldings,fretwork & lacework, colonial mouldings,fretwork & lacework, colonial mouldings,fretwork & lacework, colonial mouldings,
scotias, skirtings, balustrades & posts,scotias, skirtings, balustrades & posts,scotias, skirtings, balustrades & posts,scotias, skirtings, balustrades & posts,

verandah post moulds,verandah post moulds,verandah post moulds,verandah post moulds,
post tops & cappings,post tops & cappings,post tops & cappings,post tops & cappings,

T&G panellingT&G panellingT&G panellingT&G panelling

Mouldings & Finishings LtdMouldings & Finishings LtdMouldings & Finishings LtdMouldings & Finishings Ltd

39 Home St, Mt Victoria39 Home St, Mt Victoria39 Home St, Mt Victoria39 Home St, Mt Victoria
Ph: 385 7600 Fax: 385 7601Ph: 385 7600 Fax: 385 7601Ph: 385 7600 Fax: 385 7601Ph: 385 7600 Fax: 385 7601
www.mouldingsandfinishings.co.nzwww.mouldingsandfinishings.co.nzwww.mouldingsandfinishings.co.nzwww.mouldingsandfinishings.co.nz

18 Majoribanks St, Mt Victoria Tel: 385 7577

Bringing the cuisine of Cyprus; and Sicily;Bringing the cuisine of Cyprus; and Sicily;Bringing the cuisine of Cyprus; and Sicily;Bringing the cuisine of Cyprus; and Sicily;
and indeed all of the Mediterraneanand indeed all of the Mediterraneanand indeed all of the Mediterraneanand indeed all of the Mediterranean

And, not least of all
The only cup of Coffee Supreme in Mount Victoria

Open Tuesday to Saturday from 6pmOpen Tuesday to Saturday from 6pmOpen Tuesday to Saturday from 6pmOpen Tuesday to Saturday from 6pm

- Varicose Vein treatment by laser or injection

- Permanent hair reduction

- Botulinum and collagen treatment for

lines & wrinkles

- Liposculpture

38 Roxburgh St, Mt Victoria.  Ph 939 1353

Specialising in:
• Renovations

• Alterations
• Project Management

Grant Wilson
021 997 004

84 Austin St, Mt Vic

Announcing… a Property Manager who canAnnouncing… a Property Manager who canAnnouncing… a Property Manager who canAnnouncing… a Property Manager who can
Save you up to $1,500 in accounting fees!Save you up to $1,500 in accounting fees!Save you up to $1,500 in accounting fees!Save you up to $1,500 in accounting fees!

Our valued customers receive full professional property
management for a fee of just 8% plus GST

and we prepare their annual tax accounts for FREE!FREE!FREE!FREE!

To find out more telephone Ross Millikin today on
385-9112385-9112385-9112385-9112 or email rossm@managementhq.co.nzrossm@managementhq.co.nzrossm@managementhq.co.nzrossm@managementhq.co.nz

www.managementhq.co.nzwww.managementhq.co.nzwww.managementhq.co.nzwww.managementhq.co.nz

We are proud to be a Mount Victoria based company

It's your local - you love it and we love you!
WHAT’S ON AT THE CAMBRIDGE:

Mon - 241 Main Meals from 12pm
Tues - All you can eat pasta for only $10
Wed - Free BBQ* and Cambridge Quiz
Fri/Sat - Sport on Telly & Ice cold beer

Sun - Roast dinner only $11.90

28 Cambridge Tce, Wellington
04 385 88296  *conditions apply

MatarikiMatarikiMatarikiMatariki: Traditionally, important for: Traditionally, important for: Traditionally, important for: Traditionally, important for
establishing the correct timeestablishing the correct timeestablishing the correct timeestablishing the correct time

to plant crops.to plant crops.to plant crops.to plant crops.

June is the best time to plantJune is the best time to plantJune is the best time to plantJune is the best time to plant
trees & shrubs too.trees & shrubs too.trees & shrubs too.trees & shrubs too.

Check out our courtyard forCheck out our courtyard forCheck out our courtyard forCheck out our courtyard for
Wgtn proof plants & great advice.Wgtn proof plants & great advice.Wgtn proof plants & great advice.Wgtn proof plants & great advice.

AMBIENCEAMBIENCEAMBIENCEAMBIENCE
On Elizabeth StOn Elizabeth StOn Elizabeth StOn Elizabeth St

for lovers of pots,for lovers of pots,for lovers of pots,for lovers of pots,
plants & gorgeous thingsplants & gorgeous thingsplants & gorgeous thingsplants & gorgeous things


