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Mt Victoria Inner City Fair

Rainy Day Fair Story
It rained and it poured yet still they came - in numbers
sufficient enough to make the inaugural Mount Victoria
Inner City Festival a financial success.

Although the weather kept about half the 60 enrolled
stallholders away the New Crossways community centre
made about $5,000 on the day. The figure was boosted by
good raffle sales and the brisk business at the steak and
sausage sizzles.

Core setting up and marketing costs had been covered by
grants from the city council and the Lions Foundation.

Fortunately many of the 30 or so stallholders who braved
the rain said they took in enough to cover their costs. All
intend to return next year.

Favourable comments were received about the “ambience”
of the festival. People said it had a good feel to it and that
the eco and sustainability theme was an excellent idea.

Despite the rain, events held in New Crossways - which
ranged from belly and flamenco dancing to worm farm
demonstrations - attracted good-sized audiences. The
Clyde Quay School book fair, which was also held in the
community centre, made about $400.

In 2010 the festival will be held on the last Saturday of
summer (February 27) and another application will be
made to close off Roxburgh and Caroline Streets. To
maintain the character of the event it has been decided to
limit the number of stallholders to 100.

And of course, expectations have been raised about the size
of the crowds that might turn up on a fine day.

The organising committee would particularly like to thank
the residents of Roxburgh and Caroline Street and hopes
they were not too inconvenienced by the street closures.

‘War Stories Our Mothers Never told Us’‘War Stories Our Mothers Never told Us’‘War Stories Our Mothers Never told Us’‘War Stories Our Mothers Never told Us’
.…  An intimate look at the Second World War from the
perspective of seven elderly Kiwi women, will be shown at
the Paramount theatre as a fundraiser for New Crossways
during ANZAC weekend.

The acclaimed film by Mt Victoria producer Gaylene
Preston (The Los Angeles Times reviewer called it ‘a rich,
universal experience’) will be screened at the theatre on
Sunday, April 26.

Filmed by Alun Bollinger and edited by Paul Sutorius, the
film offers frank recollections of wartime experiences by
the women: Pamela Quill, Flo Small, Tui Preston,Jean
Andrews, Rita Graham, Neva Clarke McKenna, and Mabel
Waititi.

It covers both the heartbreaks caused by relationships
forged in unusual times and the courage needed by those
who remained at home praying for loved ones to return.

If you want a break some the ‘drums and flags’ aspect of
ANZAC Day, this is the film for you.

Tickets are $20. Secure your seat by calling New Crossways
on 384 4770 or email crossways@mtvictoria.org.nz.
Refreshments will be available at the theatre prior to the
screening. The DVD will be available for purchase.
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sponsored by
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9-11 Tory Street
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View our homes at:
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ANZAC Weekend Fundraiser for New CrosswaysANZAC Weekend Fundraiser for New CrosswaysANZAC Weekend Fundraiser for New CrosswaysANZAC Weekend Fundraiser for New Crossways

War Stories
Our Mothers Never Told Us

Directed by Gaylene Preston. Paramount

Sunday 26 April 4pmSunday 26 April 4pmSunday 26 April 4pmSunday 26 April 4pm
Drinks, nibbles, sales from 3.30pm   $20/$10Drinks, nibbles, sales from 3.30pm   $20/$10Drinks, nibbles, sales from 3.30pm   $20/$10Drinks, nibbles, sales from 3.30pm   $20/$10

New Crossways Raffle Results
Dinner for two at Dinner for two at Dinner for two at Dinner for two at AmbeliAmbeliAmbeliAmbeli:  :  :  :  Simon Morris
Raffle Basket:Raffle Basket:Raffle Basket:Raffle Basket:  Lucy
Thanks to the Ambeli restaurant in Majoribanks St for
donating their prize and to all the other business that
supported the fair through donations, sponsorship, grants and
stalls. It was a nice touch that the winner of the raffle basket
had not been able to get to the fair but a friend, unknown to
her, had bought a ticket in her name and she won.

Clowns from the Footnote Dance Company
pose in front of New Crossways during the fair

* ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS *
Crossways Community Creche is once again

selling the latest Entertainment Book.
The 2009/2010 edition is out now!

Please call Tracy 3844876 for your copy.
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Mt Victoria Residents Association
Greetings Neighbours!

Fall is definitely in the air, but I am loving these crisp
mornings and sunny days (at least as of this writing, could
change tomorrow of course!).  I hope you are enjoying
them too.   Here is a bit of information on issues we’re
involved in:

Judicial ReviewJudicial ReviewJudicial ReviewJudicial Review
I am still recovering from media over-exposure after our
win in court – I have had enough radio interviews for a
while, thank you!   Our judicial review hearing was a
success, and I am thrilled that we will recover costs as well.
Thank you to all the supporters who attended the hearing,
it was wonderful to see so many residents there.  There is
an article elsewhere in this newsletter about the decision,
so I won’t duplicate information here.

Mt Victoria FairMt Victoria FairMt Victoria FairMt Victoria Fair
It was a busy February/March, as the MVRA committee
also supported the first annual Mt Victoria Fair with a stall
and volunteers.   Although the weather did not cooperate
on the day, there was still a positive vibe and great
atmosphere.  Many of you braved the rain, came down to
Roxburgh St with your families and that was super to see.
Congratulations to the New Crossways Trust for a
successful day and for making money - great for a first
year’s effort.

Community CrecheCommunity CrecheCommunity CrecheCommunity Creche
I would like to also express support for the local
Community Creche (it used to be at the old Crossways
Community House).   This dedicated group of parents and
teachers have worked so hard over the last two years to
find an alternative space for our community’s little ones.
They are sadly still without suitable rooms.  It is vital that
our community retains a place for them, and so I would
like to ask if anyone has a spark of an idea, maybe you
know of an empty commercial space nearby, or even in a
private home.  Please contact me if so.

City Council Plan ChangeCity Council Plan ChangeCity Council Plan ChangeCity Council Plan Change
Currently, the MVRA Committee is drafting an informal
feedback document to Council on proposed changes to the
residential chapters of the District Plan.  This is the first
step of the process, later in the year there will be a full
formal consultation period.  We are pleased that the
Council is willing to hear from us at this early stage.   We
are especially concerned with the rules around demolition
and the significant alteration of the façade of older, pre-
1930s houses in our neighbourhood, and how we can
protect our unique streetscapes.

As always, if there is anything that you would like to
discuss about our community, I am always available for a
chat.

Jessica ClossonJessica ClossonJessica ClossonJessica Closson
President,  MVRA
Ph: 802 4333
jessicaclosson@hotmail.com

Update from Councillor Iona Pannett
Basin Reserve Flyover a step closer?Basin Reserve Flyover a step closer?Basin Reserve Flyover a step closer?Basin Reserve Flyover a step closer?
Disappointingly, the Regional Land Transport Committee
of the Greater Wellington Regional Council has put the
Flyover as a high priority in their Regional Land Transport
Programme.  This project will have a significant impact on
our neighbourhood and assumes that a second Mt Victoria
tunnel will need to be built.  This document will be going
out for consultation on the 23 March and finishes 24 April.
If you want to make a submission, contact me for further
information.   Visit www.gw.govt.nz [Get Involved]

Congratulations – Brothel win and Mt Victoria FestivalCongratulations – Brothel win and Mt Victoria FestivalCongratulations – Brothel win and Mt Victoria FestivalCongratulations – Brothel win and Mt Victoria Festival
Big congratulations to the organisers of the inaugural and
successful Mt Victoria Festival.  It was fantastic to see such
a large amount of money raised for the New Crossways.
Congratulations also from me to the Mt Victoria Residents
Association for their win in the High Court over the
Council’s decision to allow the brothel in Pirie Street to
expand.  Maintaining the residential nature of our
neighbourhood must be a priority.

Calling all dog loversCalling all dog loversCalling all dog loversCalling all dog lovers
For those dog lovers amongst you out there, the Dog Play
group meets every Saturday at 2pm in the park at the top
of Majoribanks Street.  All welcome.

Finally, have your say on Wellington’s futureFinally, have your say on Wellington’s futureFinally, have your say on Wellington’s futureFinally, have your say on Wellington’s future
Council will soon be putting out a draft of the Long Term
Council Community Plan (LTCCP).  As we enter deeper
into recession, it is important that people have their say on
what is essentially the budget for our city.  Contentious
issues include the future of the Indoor Community Sports
Centre, cutting of library hours; cuts to the heritage grants
and allocation of space in the Council’s pools for learn to
swim programmes.  For more information and to get
involved, go to www.wellington.govt.nz/plans/annualplan
/0809/discussion
For further information, give me a ring on 384-3382 or e-
mail me at iona.pannett@wcc.govt.nz.
Iona PannettIona PannettIona PannettIona Pannett
Lambton Ward Councillor

Fair-well to Tania
The employment contract of Tania Austin, the popular and live-wire coordinator of both the Save
Crossways campaign and the New Crossways centre, has come to an end. Before taking on the
campaigns, Tania was manager of the Wellington YWCA.

She was farewelled at the Annual General Meeting of the New Crossways Trust in March.

Tania’s last major task was to organise the Mount Victoria Inner City Festival and it was largely due
to her skills that it was a financial success, despite the rotten weather. Tania has agreed to organise
future festivals on a contract basis.

Tania also organised two successful open days at old Crossways as well as managing the New
Crossways centre. Her employment by the old Crossways Trust was initially funded for 6 months
by an anonymous trust and then was continued to 31 March this year by the generosity of a Mt
Victoria resident.

“Tania will of course be impossible to replace. We wish her well and congratulate her on her
forthcoming wedding to Steve,” said Bill Southworth, chair of the New Crossways Trust.

Unclassified Advertisements:
• Garage to LetGarage to LetGarage to LetGarage to Let off Elizabeth St. Locked, dry and near

to city centre. $30/w Ph 385 4897

• Freelance secretarial services:Freelance secretarial services:Freelance secretarial services:Freelance secretarial services: Document typing &
formatting: organising of all aspects of your meeting,
minute taking; correspondence, etc.  Ph Brenda at
384 9396 or 021 224 5067

• Garage to let:Garage to let:Garage to let:Garage to let: Paterson St. Off-road access via
driveway. Auto door. Space for 3 cars. Suitable for
storage or workshop. $250/month (neg). Ph 382-9568

• Invacare Mobility Scooter for sale:, Invacare Mobility Scooter for sale:, Invacare Mobility Scooter for sale:, Invacare Mobility Scooter for sale:, Panther LX4
model, great condition, $1500 Tel 04 904 4140 Kapiti
Coast.

Free 3-line ads toFree 3-line ads toFree 3-line ads toFree 3-line ads to newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz
or phone 384 6076
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Neighbourhood  websites:

www.mtvictoria.org.nz

www.mvhs.wellington.net.nz

www.scoop.co.nz/wellington

Game, Set and Match to MVRA
The Mt Victoria Residents Association has won the
court case that it brought against the council’s consent
for the Lovely Lily brothel in Pirie St.  The judge agreed
that the council failed to consider a provision of the
Prostitution Reform Act and also said that the
application should have been notified for public
submissions.

The Prostitution Reform Act requires local authorities to
consider whether a brothel “is likely to cause a nuisance
or serious offence to ordinary members of the public
using the area in which [it] is situated; or is
incompatible with the existing character or use of the
area”. However, the council considered the application
against the provisions of its district plan telling
neighbours it could only consider environmental effects
such as noise, traffic, parking and the appearance of the
building.

Since the court ruling the council has told the
establishment that it must now comply with the normal
“work from home” planning rules that apply to our
neighbourhood. The council has clarified that the rules
mean:

� No more than one third of the total gross floor area of
the building can be used for the work from home
activity.

� No more than three people can work on the site –
and all of them must reside at the premises.

� The requirement to provide a parking space for each
worker does not apply.

� There is no restriction on the hours of operation.
The council said that there is an implication that the use
of multiple workers on shift work is not available. The
number of workers would include anyone working on
the activity and would includes anyone, for example,
taking bookings, administrative functions or cleaning.
This means that if the couple that run the business are
working from the house only one other person could be
employed there.

Mt Victoria residents have been divided on whether to
oppose the brothel, with many taking a live-and-let-live
attitude. However, most agree that they would not want
a brothel next to their own house and can understand
the opposition from neighbours of 103 Pirie St. The
MVRA supported this “not in my backyard” response to
clarify the legal protection available to all residents.

While many commentors have suggested that there
should not have been so much fuss made about an
approval to increase the number of workers from 3 to 5,
the court heard evidence that up to 16 women were
working from the house in rotating shifts or on outcalls.
The coming and going of these workers has added to the
client traffic. The reduction to a single live-in employee
will  make a significant change to the level of activity
and allow the house to better fit in with the
neighbourhood where what people do in their own
homes, within the planning rules, is their own business.

Letter to the EditorLetter to the EditorLetter to the EditorLetter to the Editor

Reply to Councillor McKinnon on the
Town Belt
In your last issue, Councillor Ian McKinnon described
Wellington City Council’s decision not to allow a
creche in the Town Belt as "a real disappointment, in
fact a real concern". Coming from someone who is a
member of the Friends of the Town Belt this is an
extraordinary statement and shows a total failure to
understand the legal and moral situation. The Town
Belt is land held in trust for the people of Wellington.
City councillors are its trustees.  What is "a real
concern" is that Cr McKinnon should be promoting an
encroachment contrary to the Town Belt Deed and his
role as a trustee. In doing so he is putting himself at
risk of a breach of trust. As for disappointment, Cr
McKinnon has contributed to this by raising false
hopes that a creche could be permitted in the Town
Belt, despite advice to the contrary.

Many people have been disappointed at not being able
to use the Town Belt across the three centuries of its
existence but every concession has been something of
a disaster for it. When the Town Belt was reserved by
the NZ Company in 1839 the directors gave strict
instructions that it was "to be public property on
condition no building be ever erected on it".
Nevertheless, demands from sporting bodies,
particularly bowling clubs, early last century lead to
the passing of The Wellington Town Belt Reserves Act
(despite strong opposition) which allowed facilities to
be built in the Town Belt; for recreation only "not for
any purpose whatever".

The so-called "Bandoliers" building was actually built
for the Victoria Women’s Bowling Club which was
eventually wound up. A building only ever intended
for a bowling club was then taken over by the
Bandoliers Marching Team. There are many other
sports facilities in the Town Belt. If a crèche had been
permitted to use one building what would happen
when other sports facilities become vacant? If a
crèche, why not a kindergarten, or even a school? -
and so on.  As Joan Quinn wrote in her thesis on the
Town Belt (which should be required reading for
every Wellington City councillor): "However
justifiable and reasonable the individual motives for
encroachment, the result is the same; if not sacrosanct,
Town Belts can soon be mutilated and nibbled away, a
process which is generally irreversible".  The old
bowling club building no longer has a raison d'etre for
being in the Town Belt. The council should remove it
and return the site to public open space as the Town
Belt was reserved to be.

Yours sincerely
ACTION FOR ENVIRONMENT
David Lee, Chairman

Nomination for Mt Victoria Resident of the YearNomination for Mt Victoria Resident of the YearNomination for Mt Victoria Resident of the YearNomination for Mt Victoria Resident of the Year

WhoWhoWhoWho:  Jessica Closson
ByByByBy:      Mt Victoria Residents Association
Why:Why:Why:Why:  For showing amazing commitment to improving
the quality of life in Mt Victoria.
How:How:How:How:  By single handedly, with some assistance,
standing up to the Wellington City Council for both
failing to notify the public of a resource consent
application, and then for consenting to that application,
in regard to the expansion of a brothel from premises at
103 Pirie Street.

The Mt Victoria Newsletter is an Independent Publication supported by its sponsors and advertisers. It is not affiliated with any
organisation.      Letters, feedback and comments welcome. C/- 8 Scarborough Tce. Email: newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz

Deadline for next newsletter: 18th of monthDeadline for next newsletter: 18th of monthDeadline for next newsletter: 18th of monthDeadline for next newsletter: 18th of month Editorial: Patrick McCombs 385 1854. Advertising: Nicola Byrne 384 6076

Newsletter Delivery Help Wanted
Duke St (off Majoribanks St) and linking steps

Phone: 385 1854
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Mt Victoria’s gemMt Victoria’s gemMt Victoria’s gemMt Victoria’s gem
Wellington’s largest range of finials,Wellington’s largest range of finials,Wellington’s largest range of finials,Wellington’s largest range of finials,

fretwork & lacework, colonial mouldings,fretwork & lacework, colonial mouldings,fretwork & lacework, colonial mouldings,fretwork & lacework, colonial mouldings,
scotias, skirtings, balustrades & posts,scotias, skirtings, balustrades & posts,scotias, skirtings, balustrades & posts,scotias, skirtings, balustrades & posts,

verandah post moulds,verandah post moulds,verandah post moulds,verandah post moulds,
post tops & cappings,post tops & cappings,post tops & cappings,post tops & cappings,

T&G panellingT&G panellingT&G panellingT&G panelling

Mouldings & Finishings LtdMouldings & Finishings LtdMouldings & Finishings LtdMouldings & Finishings Ltd

39 Home St, Mt Victoria39 Home St, Mt Victoria39 Home St, Mt Victoria39 Home St, Mt Victoria
Ph: 385 7600 Fax: 385 7601Ph: 385 7600 Fax: 385 7601Ph: 385 7600 Fax: 385 7601Ph: 385 7600 Fax: 385 7601
www.mouldingsandfinishings.co.nzwww.mouldingsandfinishings.co.nzwww.mouldingsandfinishings.co.nzwww.mouldingsandfinishings.co.nz

Specialising in:
• Renovations

• Alterations
• Project Management

Grant Wilson
021 997 004

84 Austin St, Mt Vic

Announcing… a Property Manager who canAnnouncing… a Property Manager who canAnnouncing… a Property Manager who canAnnouncing… a Property Manager who can
Save you up to $1,500 in accounting fees!Save you up to $1,500 in accounting fees!Save you up to $1,500 in accounting fees!Save you up to $1,500 in accounting fees!

Our valued customers receive full professional property
management for a fee of just 8% plus GST

and we prepare their annual tax accounts for FREE!FREE!FREE!FREE!

To find out more telephone Ross Millikin today on
385-9112385-9112385-9112385-9112 or email rossm@managementhq.co.nzrossm@managementhq.co.nzrossm@managementhq.co.nzrossm@managementhq.co.nz

www.managementhq.co.nzwww.managementhq.co.nzwww.managementhq.co.nzwww.managementhq.co.nz

We are proud to be a Mt Victoria based company

AmbienceAmbienceAmbienceAmbience

Autumn
Celebrate Autumn at our
Garden Party to showcase

the launch of Garden Poetry
& other Fabulous Local Art

Sunday, April 5th 3pm to 5pmSunday, April 5th 3pm to 5pmSunday, April 5th 3pm to 5pmSunday, April 5th 3pm to 5pm

Ambience, for lovers of pots,Ambience, for lovers of pots,Ambience, for lovers of pots,Ambience, for lovers of pots,
plants & gorgeous thingsplants & gorgeous thingsplants & gorgeous thingsplants & gorgeous things

14 Elizabeth St, Open 7 days.

- Varicose Vein treatment by laser or injection

- Laser hair reduction

- Cosmetic treatments

- Liposculpture

38 Roxburgh St, Mt Victoria.  Ph 939 1353

SUNDAY LUNCH !

Bring this voucher to 180 Degree Restaurant any Sunday

for lunch and receive a FREE house wine or tap beer per
person when you order lunch.

We offer an array of shared platter lunches every Sunday
from 12pm -3pm.  Oriental, Antipasto, Indian, Brunch, family

and kids platters all on the menu.

Bring the kids and we will let them swim for FREE in our
heated indoor pool.  Main entrance 100 Oriental Parade or

back entrance on Roxburgh St.

Reservations recommended : 385 0279

A Wellington Institution Since 1883A Wellington Institution Since 1883A Wellington Institution Since 1883A Wellington Institution Since 1883

9am till 9pm $9 Jugs Everyday*
$2 Eggs everyday* $10 Lunch Mon-Fri (12-2pm)

Wed- Free BBQ* Mon/Tues 2 for $20 mains
Thurs/Fri- Relax and end your week the Thurs/Fri- Relax and end your week the Thurs/Fri- Relax and end your week the Thurs/Fri- Relax and end your week the camby waycamby waycamby waycamby way

Sat-Sport on telly & ice cold beer
Sun- Roast Dinner only $11.90

 Come join the best looking team in Wellington!
28 Cambridge Tce, Wellington

385 8829  *conditions apply


