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Recycling
The city council has embarked on a recycling education
campaign while they figure out what changes are needed.
A suggestion that the green bins be replaced by official
plastic bags was rebuffed by the public. But the council still
has a problem covering the costs. Commodity prices have
fallen and smaller volumes of other rubbish going to the
tip have reduced user-pays revenue.

Paper must be separated from plastic and metal. Paper must be separated from plastic and metal. Paper must be separated from plastic and metal. Paper must be separated from plastic and metal. More
residents are finding their bins left unemptied with a
bright green sticker attached giving the reason. The
collection workers need to be able to throw the recycling
into their trucks and do not have time to sort it if you have
not already done so. The trucks have two sections  - one
for paper and one for glass, metal and plastic.

The best idea is for paper to be put into old plastic bagsThe best idea is for paper to be put into old plastic bagsThe best idea is for paper to be put into old plastic bagsThe best idea is for paper to be put into old plastic bags
separate from the other stuff.separate from the other stuff.separate from the other stuff.separate from the other stuff. That helps to stop it blowing
away too. While bins are available for $10 from the council
offices, you can use bags for everything and just put them
on the kerb.

You can recycle
• newspapers, office paper, advertising circulars,

magazines, envelopes, brown corrugated cardboard, egg
cartons and pizza boxes (remove pizza scraps).

• Glass bottles
• Plastic bottles, including fizzy drink, juice and water,

bottles and plastic milk bottles. (Plastic types 1 and 2)
• Cans - including baked beans, fruit, beer, soft drink and

petfood cans.

Bottles, jars, tins and cans must be rinsed clean.

Don't Recycle
• Plastic-coated cardboard containers (Tetra Pak) like soy

milk and UHT containers as they also contain a foil
lining, polystyrene packaging and meat trays, glass
tableware, containers, mirrors, windows, pyrex, light
bulbs, crystal, china

• Icecream, margarine and yoghurt containers (Plastic
types 3 – 7)

• Aluminium foil, sheets and food trays
• Disposable nappies

If you put out stuff that cannot be recycled it may be left
behind.  If it is collected it gets sorted out and sent to the
tip, adding to the council’s costs.

Work from Home Controls Under Threat
The Mt Victoria Residents Association has told the city
council that it does not want any relaxation in the “work
from home” rules applying to our neighbourhood. A
council discussion paper has proposed removing the
maximum number of workers, currently limited to three,
and  the requirement that they all live at the premises.

The MVRA said “We believe it would be inappropriate to
allow businesses to rent a house and bring in ten workers –
ANY business”. Even under the existing district plan rules
commercial activities are denied approval by the council
only if the activity creates unacceptable noise, dust or
vibration, leads to traffic and parking problems or changes
the appearance of the property.

The Resource Management Act gives no weight to the
effect on the social coherence of Mt Victoria if every
second house was used as a commercial office. It is only the
availability of cheaper office space in the CBD that has
saved inner city neighbourhoods from an invasion of
businesses.

If the council proceeds with its suggested changes, and
formally proposes a change to the district plan, the MVRA
will alert residents and prepare a response to defend the
current restrictions. However, if the government proceeds
with its intention to remove the right of objection to plan
changes proposed by councils there may be no opportunity
to challenge the changes.

The MVRA will continue its efforts to work with the
council to persuade them of the importance of continuing
the current protections for inner city residential areas.

Rates Rebate now up to $530
If you pay rates and have an income under $30,000 ring
the council on 499 4444 for a Rates Rebate application form.
You might qualify for up to $530 towards your rates.

This Newsletter is
sponsored by

JUST PATERSONJUST PATERSONJUST PATERSONJUST PATERSON

9-11 Tory Street

Wellington

Phone 04 385 7755

Fax 04 385 6644

View our homes at:
www.justpaterson.co.nz

Native Plant Sale
The council’s Berhampore nursery is holding an open
day on Saturday 23 May, 10am-2pm.. The nursery is
located at the end of Emerson St.  Plants will be on
sale and staff will be available to give advice and
encouragement. The nursery has provided plants to a
group of Mt Victoria residents who have planted them
in the Town Belt at the top of Majoribanks St.
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Mt Victoria Residents Association
Greetings Neighbours!

The Residents Association has recently been engaged in
several efforts to advocate on behalf of the community,
two that stand out are our submissions on the Wellington
City Council’s Long Term Council Community Plan
(LTCCP) and our submission to government on the
Resource Management Act (Simplifying and Streamlining)
Amendments Bill.

With respect to the Council’s LTCCP, here are few of our
comments.  We have:
• urged Council to maintain the heritage grants scheme,

where owners would be eligible for money to repair
heritage listed homes;

• encouraged continued spending on park infrastructure
renewal;

• suggested Council use some kind of recycling bins with
lids to stop rubbish flying around our streets;

• questioned whether the Cobham Park site is best for the
indoor stadium;

• encouraged improved walking and cycling initiatives;
• disagreed with Council’s proposal for monetary support

($900,000!) for only one community centre –
Khandallah’s

I’d be happy to share our complete submission, just let me
know if you’re interested. I also encourage residents to
make their own personal submission, and let your views be
heard.  Information and submission forms are on the
Council’s website   www.wcc.govt.nz

As for the RMA Amendments Bill, to keep this short let
me just say that although there are some proposed changes
that may be positive, as a small community organisation
we are alarmed at the number of changes that will
discourage participation by the public.  I will be speaking
to the Select Committee in support of our written
submission.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the other
members of the Executive Committee for their work and
enthusiasm.  Your committee members are: Kent Dustan,
Craig Palmer, Judy Southworth, Anne Kelly, Ginny
McCarty, Elaine Hampton, & Janine Jameson.  Without
their valued contributions MVRA wouldn’t be the strong
residents group it is, respected by Council and other
community groups.  Kudos!

Jessica ClossonJessica ClossonJessica ClossonJessica Closson
President,  MVRA
Ph: 802 4333
jessicaclosson@hotmail.com

The Flamenco Pena for Sunday 3rd May at the New
Crossways has been cancelled.  For information on
Flamenco classes and Pena contact Suzanna  Ph 972 7729 :
021 033 2634

From Councillor Stephanie Cook
As the recession starts to bite, many of us are thinking of
ways to trim the budget, both at home and at Council. But
spare a thought for those for whom the budget is already
pared to the bone and for whom any room to manoeuvre is
virtually impossible. Foodbanks and drop in centres (places
that provide a hot meal such as the soup kitchen) are a
lifeline for those who are really struggling.

So, although we may be thinking about being a bit more
careful at the supermarket, see if you can still spare a few
dollars for a purchase or two to pop into the Foodbank box
as you leave. And those of you who have vegetable gardens
or fruit trees, instead of putting any surplus into the
compost, think about contacting your local foodbank or
drop in centre to see if they can use your excess produce.
Fresh produce is always difficult for these groups to come
by and they are an essential part of a balanced diet. We are
started to hear about some serious health effects for those
who are struggling and living on rice and noodles.

Another way that we can help is to set up community
gardens. Council already has several of these on council
land, so if you would like to get a bit more involved
contact me and we can see what we can do.

So while Wellington may be the best little city in the
world, for some life is an ongoing struggle. The measure of
a truly great community is how it looks after its most
disadvantaged members.

The Mt Victoria Fair was a great success despite the rain,
and it’s great to see how the community has bounced back
from the blow of losing Crossways. Well done to everyone
that has been involved. It’s often in the face of adversity
that a local community rallies and comes out stronger than
ever, but a pity that it has to be that way. I look forward to
seeing the fair go from strength to strength over the
coming years.

Kind regards,
Cr Stephanie CookCr Stephanie CookCr Stephanie CookCr Stephanie Cook
Lambton Ward Councillor
Email: stephanie.cook@wcc.govt.nz

Civil Defence Training Exercises
The Mt Victoria Civil Defence is now in a position
where it can start holding training exercises. These
exercises will be held during the second half of our
meetings. Meetings are held on every third Tuesday of
the month. The next meeting is on Tuesday 19 May at
7.00pm in the staffroom of Clyde Quay School. If you
would like to find out more about the Mt Victoria
Civil Defence or have any enquiries, please phone
George on 021 878 877.

Transition Towns Mt Victoria
The next Transition Towns Mt Victoria meeting will be
held on Monday 11 May at 7.30pm at New Crossways,
Roxburgh St.  We will view the 50 minute DVD
Permaculture in Practice, about four different permaculture
initiatives in the UK, and follow with general discussion.
Another planned activity is a garden visit/afternoon tea at
3pm on Sunday 17 May.

At the March meeting of the Transition Towns Mt Victoria,
we watched a DVD on composting. As well as
demonstrating and talking about worm farms and ordinary
‘cold compost’ used in most gardens, there was a section on
using Bokashi buckets for clean, non-smelly and efficient
disposal of kitchen waste. This uses special closed buckets
with the addition of micro organism-containing material to
help it to decompose anaerobically. This would be a good
way for flat dwellers, or those with only a patio and no
garden, to limit their rubbish going to the landfill and help
the environment. Some members of the group who are
gardeners would be happy to dispose of the small amount of
rotted material when the Bokashi buckets were emptied.
The buckets are available from Commonsense Organics on
Wakefield St, and probably their other shops too. A 10 litre
bucket sells for $52.90 and a 15 litre one is $55.70. The
buckets come with a manual about their use, and the
necessary Bokashi micro organism material. Staff in the
shop are knowledgeable about their use and there are more
detailed instructions in the shop.

For further details, including Bokashi disposal, please
contact Pat Hubbard 384 2646 or Frank Cook 027 649 6508

Newsletter Delivery Coordinator Wanted
This is a small but important task by phone and email.
If you can help please phone Patrick on 385 1854.
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New Crossways Community Centre
The New Crossways Community Centre has been hit by
a South American invasion.

Its large floor space on the first floor of 6 Roxburgh St
has proved ideal for aficionados of South American
rhythms. There are now separate evening classes for the
tango, flamenco and samba dancing.

Its location has also quickly attracted groups reaching
out to the community. On Friday nights the Oasis drop
in coffee bar attracts up to 40 homeless people and
others looking for friendly company over a cup of
coffee.

During the week there are two classes teaching English
to young refugee mothers. Their youngsters are minded
at the centre during the classes

Local religious and political groups, ecologists and
animal rights activists are making a good use of the
facility. The Mt Victoria Residents Association and the
Mt Victoria Historical Society have found it a useful
place for their meetings. Two drama groups are also
setting up shop for rehearsals during the daytime.

The centre has an excellent kitchen and is an ideal
venue for 21sts and other functions.

Its state of the art data projection and access to fast
broadband also make it an attractive option for seminars
for up to 50 people.

People wanting to book the centre can now access a
booking availability calendar at www.Crossways.org.nz,
email: crossways@crossways.org.nz or phone 384 4770.

The Mt Victoria Newsletter is an Independent Publication supported by its sponsors and advertisers. It is not affiliated with any
organisation.      Letters, feedback and comments welcome. C/- 8 Scarborough Tce. Email: newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz

Deadline for next newsletter: 18th of monthDeadline for next newsletter: 18th of monthDeadline for next newsletter: 18th of monthDeadline for next newsletter: 18th of month Editorial: Patrick McCombs 385 1854. Advertising: Nicola Byrne 384 6076

Crossways Community Creche – we’re still here
Crossways Community Creche moved to temporary accommodation in Coromandel Street, Newtown in October last
year. Since then the creche has continued to serve its (mainly) Mt Victoria community to the great satisfaction of all
its parents.

The creche can only stay in its present accommodation until October this year and at the time of writing has no
permanent place to move to, despite the huge effort being put in by the creche committee to find new premises. This
situation is, understandably, putting a great strain on staff and parents. A Mt Victoria-based creche should be located
in or very close to its home suburb and the drive to and from Newtown is an additional burden for parents.

The creche was on track to be considered to lease the Bandoliers building on the Town Belt in Mt Victoria.
However, as many readers will know, this option was removed by legal advice to the WCC to the effect that the
creche could not be regarded to be a ‘recreational activity’ on the Town Belt, a requirement for any use of that land.
This legal advice was prompted by objections by groups, including the Friends of the Town Belt, Action for the
Environment and the Mt Victoria Historical Society, that did not want to see the creche using the Town Belt for
what they consider is not a recreational use.

This outcome is deeply frustrating for the creche for two reasons. The first is that, at the very least, it is arguable that
a creche is a recreational activity. Anyone who has seen the creche in operation would know that its primary
purpose is to encourage learning through play. The second is that the objections to the creche using the Bandoliers
site undermine the contribution that the creche makes to building our community. The creche is a place that
nurtures the very young in our society and encourages their early development. It is a place that fosters and
reinforces community bonds through parent involvement and the contacts and friendships that are formed.

It is another disappointment to the creche that the WCC will not release the legal advice that forms the basis of their
decision not to let the creche have the use of the building.  It is the creche’s understanding that the advice contains
some ambiguity, which is all the more reason why it should be made public. It’s in everyone’s interest to have the
matter clarified.

The creche has now looked into over 40 other sites, but sadly none have proved workable. The creche is still intent
on pursuing any option to keep going and is keen to investigate any suitable buildings or vacant sites that a building
can be put onto.  To that end it would welcome the support of Mt Victoria’s residents, particularly those with past
associations with the creche, to do one or more of the following:

• Talk to a ward councillor about supporting the creche’s bid to see the legal advice on the creche’s use of the
Bandoliers building.

• Let us know about any place in or near Mt Victoria that might be suitable for a creche.
• Ask the people and groups who are opposing us to stop advocating against the creche’s use of the Bandoliers’

building.

If no other option is found, and the Bandoliers building continues to be denied to the creche, it is inevitable that Mt
Victoria will lose its creche and 25 years of community endeavour will be lost.

Lastly, we would like to briefly respond to David Lee's letter in the last newsletter issue. Writing as Chairman of
Action for Environment, he stated that Cr McKinnon had unfairly raised the creche’s hopes that it could lease the
Bandoliers building. This was simply not the case. The creche has always understood that there is legal uncertainty
around what can and cannot be permitted on the town belt and this has been mirrored by decades of public debate.
Given the uncertainty, Cr McKinnon has always supported our approach of trying to find and pursue other options.
But let’s remember that this uncertainty means there is room to argue a community creche is a possible recreational
use for the Bandoliers building.

Neither the creche nor Cr McKinnon wants to see new buildings erected on the town belt. The Bandoliers building,
however, is an existing building on the edge of the town belt. With so much pressure on community buildings,
surely it is in everybody's interest to see these buildings put to their best use. The occupation of each one is decided
on a case by case basis, so it is unfair to suggest that sports groups would necessarily be displaced. No sporting groups
wanted to use the Bandoliers building.
Cilla Bennett
Creche Co-ordinator
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Mt Victoria’s gemMt Victoria’s gemMt Victoria’s gemMt Victoria’s gem
Wellington’s largest range of finials,Wellington’s largest range of finials,Wellington’s largest range of finials,Wellington’s largest range of finials,

fretwork & lacework, colonial mouldings,fretwork & lacework, colonial mouldings,fretwork & lacework, colonial mouldings,fretwork & lacework, colonial mouldings,
scotias, skirtings, balustrades & posts,scotias, skirtings, balustrades & posts,scotias, skirtings, balustrades & posts,scotias, skirtings, balustrades & posts,

verandah post moulds,verandah post moulds,verandah post moulds,verandah post moulds,
post tops & cappings,post tops & cappings,post tops & cappings,post tops & cappings,

T&G panellingT&G panellingT&G panellingT&G panelling

Mouldings & Finishings LtdMouldings & Finishings LtdMouldings & Finishings LtdMouldings & Finishings Ltd

39 Home St, Mt Victoria39 Home St, Mt Victoria39 Home St, Mt Victoria39 Home St, Mt Victoria
Ph: 385 7600 Fax: 385 7601Ph: 385 7600 Fax: 385 7601Ph: 385 7600 Fax: 385 7601Ph: 385 7600 Fax: 385 7601
www.mouldingsandfinishings.co.nzwww.mouldingsandfinishings.co.nzwww.mouldingsandfinishings.co.nzwww.mouldingsandfinishings.co.nz

Specialising in:
• Renovations

• Alterations
• Project Management

Grant Wilson
021 997 004

84 Austin St, Mt Vic

Announcing… a Property Manager who canAnnouncing… a Property Manager who canAnnouncing… a Property Manager who canAnnouncing… a Property Manager who can
Save you up to $1,500 in accounting fees!Save you up to $1,500 in accounting fees!Save you up to $1,500 in accounting fees!Save you up to $1,500 in accounting fees!

Our valued customers receive full professional property
management for a fee of just 8% plus GST

and we prepare their annual tax accounts for FREE!FREE!FREE!FREE!

To find out more telephone Ross Millikin today on
385-9112385-9112385-9112385-9112 or email rossm@managementhq.co.nzrossm@managementhq.co.nzrossm@managementhq.co.nzrossm@managementhq.co.nz

www.managementhq.co.nzwww.managementhq.co.nzwww.managementhq.co.nzwww.managementhq.co.nz

We are proud to be a Mt Victoria based company

Angie has delivered her
new range of

Jewellery
The latest in designs at the

best prices in town!

AMBIENCE
The designer gallery for lovers of pots,The designer gallery for lovers of pots,The designer gallery for lovers of pots,The designer gallery for lovers of pots,

plants & gorgeous thingsplants & gorgeous thingsplants & gorgeous thingsplants & gorgeous things

14 Elizabeth St, - just off Kent Tce.

For the month of May we will
be closed on Mondays & Tuesdays.
Hours: Wed to Sat: 10am- 5pm,

Sunday: 11am- 4pm

- Varicose Vein treatment by laser or injection

- Laser hair reduction

- Cosmetic treatments

- Liposculpture
38 Roxburgh St, Mt Victoria.  Ph 939 1353

SUNDAY LUNCH !

Bring this voucher to 180 Degree Restaurant any Sunday

for lunch and receive a FREE house wine or tap beer per
person when you order lunch.

We offer an array of shared platter lunches every Sunday
from 12pm -3pm.  Oriental, Antipasto, Indian, Brunch, family

and kids platters all on the menu.

Bring the kids and we will let them swim for FREE in our
heated indoor pool.  Main entrance 100 Oriental Parade or

back entrance on Roxburgh St.

Reservations recommended : 385 0279

A Wellington Institution Since 1883A Wellington Institution Since 1883A Wellington Institution Since 1883A Wellington Institution Since 1883

9am till 9pm $9 Jugs Everyday*
$2 Eggs everyday* $10 Lunch Mon-Fri (12-2pm)

Wed- Free BBQ* Mon/Tues 2 for $20 mains
Thurs/Fri- Relax and end your week the Thurs/Fri- Relax and end your week the Thurs/Fri- Relax and end your week the Thurs/Fri- Relax and end your week the camby waycamby waycamby waycamby way

Sat-Sport on telly & ice cold beer
Sun- Roast Dinner only $11.90

 Come join the best looking team in Wellington!
28 Cambridge Tce, Wellington

385 8829  *conditions apply


