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June 2009
Disappearing Houses

        63 Brougham St   99 Majoribanks St
While Thorndon residents are debating council proposals
to tighten protection for some of their houses, two Mt
Victoria cottages have been demolished in recent months
to be replaced by new houses built in the old style and
designed to fit with the street. The council will soon be
reviewing the planning rules that apply here and the
Residents Association will be asking what residents want.

The owners of 63 Brougham St have a website blog on
which they have been recording their experiences and
thoughts over the past year as they have convinced the
council to allow them to demolish their rotten house and
have been required to change their replacement design to
better fit in with the streetscape. Comments on
www.buildingmadnessinmtvic.blogspot.com and on the
Mt Victoria community site  www.mtvictoria.org.nz have
been divided in their support for the demolition.

The current planning rules give the council powers over
the design of replacement buildings but they have no
control over the appearance of changes if the house is not
demolished – as the owners’ blog says they “could have
covered the 'renovated' house in pink Tuscan swirls if
we'd really been of a mind to”. Instead they will build a
“replica character cottage” designed to fit in with the
street, and say they will not be spoiling it with an ill-
placed Sky dish. However, they have made it clear that
they would have preferred to have been free to decide the
design for themselves and not be subject to council design
rules.

The rules relating to the demolition pre-1930 houses were
introduced in Mt Victoria and Thorndon in 2000 Earlier
design controls affected only multi-unit replacements. In
2008 the planning rules were extended to Newtown and
Mt Cook with additional controls over any alterations
visible from the street. The recent proposal would
introduce tighter controls over houses in specific parts of
Thorndon with historic values. It is expected that rules for
other areas, including Mt Victoria, will next be
standardised with an emphasis on maintaining
streetscapes.

Fingers Crossed
Mt Victoria civil defence members believe the city council
may not be putting enough effort into preparing the city
for a major disaster like an earthquake.

“Wellington with its unstable fault lines and its history of
a massive earthquake in the 19th Century should receive
extra funding and planning but it just doesn’t seem to be
happening,” said George Moutzouris, Manager of the Mt
Victoria CD Centre.

Of particular concern is the closure for many months of
all first aid and other training at the council’s Wellington
Emergency Management Office (WEMO) while the office
has been undergoing a review by the council. WEMO is
the main training centre and point of contact for all the
city’s suburban CD centres. It also becomes the city
command centre for operations during civil defence
emergencies.

The council has angered members of Wellington’s CD
centres by not consulting with them about proposed
changes to WEMO and by not seeking their advice on
what the office’s funding and staff levels should be. It
appears that the council believes it can fall back on its
own staff and contractors during an emergency. It says it
has been training these groups regularly but it appears not
to have liased with volunteer civil defence centres about
the exercises.

Also of concern is the number of civil defence centres in
the suburbs that are not operational. The Wellington
CBD, parts of which could be subject to liquefaction
during a major earthquake, has no civil defence centre and
neither does seaward Kilbirnie - which could be subject to
a tsunami following a major earthquake. “The time is long
overdue for the city council to sort out these problems,”
said Mr Moutzouris

Along with members from other suburban civil defence
centres, Mt Victoria’s  CD volunteers will be attending a
meeting called to review the city council’s performance
on a range of civil defence issues. The meeting at 2pm
Saturday 6 June in the Council Chamber is open to the
public.

This Newsletter is
sponsored by

JUST PATERSONJUST PATERSONJUST PATERSONJUST PATERSON

9-11 Tory Street

Wellington

Phone 04 385 7755

Fax 04 385 6644

View our homes at:
www.justpaterson.co.nz

ATTENTION DOG OWNERS : WOOF WOOF

Dogs benefit from the company of other dogs.Dogs benefit from the company of other dogs.Dogs benefit from the company of other dogs.Dogs benefit from the company of other dogs.

Join us at the dog run area up the steps at the top of
Majoribanks St, 2-3 pm, the last Saturday of each
month.  Queries to Judy at ph 385 6090.
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Mt Victoria Residents Association
Greetings Neighbours!

With the winter chill upon us early, I thought it might be
a good time to bring you some information on affordable
ways to make your home energy-efficient.

If you would like your home to be warmer, more
comfortable and at the same time save money and help
the environment, read on!

Did you knowDid you knowDid you knowDid you know? ? ? ? Central government runs programs to help
you make your home warmer and drier (and keep the
people inside healthier).

Solar/heat pump heating:Solar/heat pump heating:Solar/heat pump heating:Solar/heat pump heating:  The government gives a
$1,000 subsidy for installation of either solar water
heating or heat pump water heating systems.

Insulation:  Insulation:  Insulation:  Insulation:  This is the most important aspect to keeping
your home warm in an efficient way.  There is money
available to low-income homeowners (are you eligible
for a Community Services card?); middle-income
homeowners (household income less than $100,000
before tax); and landlords with low-income tenants to
help insulate.

Clean heating: Clean heating: Clean heating: Clean heating: If you are a low-income homeowner, and
have open fire or solid-fuel burner in your home,
funding may be available to you to replace these
inefficient heating systems with clean, efficient
appliances.

For more information, please visit
www.energywise.govt.nz/funding-available

Ask yourself these questions:

• Is my home insulated in the ceiling and under floors?
• Do I have a cylinder wrap on my water heater?
• Do I have energy-efficient shower heads?

Solar water heating may be an option for you – did you
know that you could save up to 75% on your annual bills?

When purchasing new appliances, look for the blue
“Energy Star” sticker awarded to the most energy-efficient
products in each category.

And around the house, there are few things that cost
nothing (love that!) that can save you money.

• Turn appliances off at the wall instead of having them on
standby

• Switch off or get rid of the spare fridge
• Use heated towel rails sparingly – don’t keep them on all
day

• Use cold water for laundry

Jessica ClossonJessica ClossonJessica ClossonJessica Closson
President,  MVRA
Ph: 802 4333
jessicaclosson@hotmail.com

Napier Siege Can Happen To You
How would you cope if you or your family were trapped
in your own home because you were in the line of fire of a
mad gunman? Do you have enough emergency supplies (ie
water, food, medicine, etc) to survive for several days? It’s
not just a natural disaster that can trap you in your own
home as we have witnessed in May’s siege in Napier. To
find out more, contact George on
021 878 877 or come to our civil defence meetings at Clyde
Quay School. The next meeting is on Tuesday 16 June at
7.00pm.

Update from Councillor Ian McKinnon
Changing activity patterns throughout a city present
challenges which must be recognised by Councils, and Mt
Victoria is no exception. With more people living in the
inner-city and the immediate surrounding suburbs,
matters arise which weren’t previously foreseen – the road
safety of the increased number of school-age children and
young people alongside the greater traffic movement;
preserving the general character of an area alongside the
pressure for increased residential accommodation; and so
it goes on.

Two more immediate matters which have come under
considerable discussion recently though are those of
recycling and Civil Defence:

Wellingtonians in the main are happy to recycle (Jenny
certainly does!) but there is now the challenge of
decreasing demand for recyclable materials and, dare I say
it, the sometimes poorly packed green bins with ‘flying
rubbish’ the result. Council has certainly listened to
people’s response here though and will report back
shortly, which I understand will recognise our
commitment to recycling while offering solutions to some
of the challenges

In the matter of Civil Defence, Mt Victoria is well served
by residents who give considerable time to ‘suburban
preparedness’ but additional volunteers here and in all
areas of Wellington are valued. Currently there is a
review of CD being undertaken by Council Officers and
this has given rise to some concerns.

I have spoken with Officers - in an emergency the
Council would work with a number of emergency and
related services but it does want to be certain that all areas
of the city are well organised (thus the importance of
volunteers) and will assist accordingly. It is also concerned
at the level ‘home preparedness’ which is not as good as it
should be in spite of advice being given constantly in a
number of ways.

At Council a great deal of current focus is on the final
stages of confirming the Long Term Council Community
Plan (LTCCP). Both the engagement phase of asking what
residents wish, noting many of us want a less than 4%
rates rise but this does mean ‘trade offs’, and the
consultation period on the Draft Plan have finished. Oral
submissions were heard in the last week of May, with
both written and oral submissions being noted carefully
by Councillors and Officers before end-of-June
finalisation.

Do contact me at anytime on that or any other matter:
ian.mckinnon@wcc.govt.nz
Ian McKinnonIan McKinnonIan McKinnonIan McKinnon
Lambton Ward Councillor

Unclassified Advertisements:
• House cleaning work required.  Experience and

references.  Ph 801 8716
• Garage to rent:Garage to rent:Garage to rent:Garage to rent:    Port St. remote control door opener,

$30 pw. Ph 385 9153 or 021 264 8261

• Apartment Wanted:Apartment Wanted:Apartment Wanted:Apartment Wanted: private sale, cash buyer, 2/3
bedroom apartment/townhouse (not Company
Share). Please call Tania 021 243 2030.

• BOOKLOVERS BOOKLOVERS BOOKLOVERS BOOKLOVERS B&BB&BB&BB&B, 123 Pirie St. Rates June-Sept for
Mt Vic's friends and relations: $150 double /$120
single occupancy incl ensuite, gst, bkfst, free wireless
internet. Ph 384 2714. booklovers@xtra.co.nz.

Free 3-line ads toFree 3-line ads toFree 3-line ads toFree 3-line ads to newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz
or phone 384 6076

Waterfront Watch AGM
2pm Sunday 7 June : City Library mezzanine
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Moving To Improve: Introducing the
Feldenkrais Method® to Mt Victoria
Have you ever wanted to improve the way you feel and
perform? A new series of local classes can be the catalyst
you’re looking for. Awareness Through Movement®
lessons in the Feldenkrais Method® can help you:

• reduce stress
• reduce or eliminate pain and tension
• improve posture, breathing, flexibility, coordination
• refine performance skills
• improve strength and stability
• enhance self awareness and personal well-being
• increase choices in your actions and behaviour

The lessons work by teaching you how to release habits
which create pain, tension and difficulties. Widely
practised and highly regarded in Europe and North
America, Feldenkrais® is a gentle approach to increasing
awareness and changing poor habitual patterns of
movement. Improved physical habits lessen undue strain
on joints and muscles, enhance physical and mental
performance, and lead to a more positive self-image and
better overall health. Developed by Dr. Moshe
Feldenkrais over 40 years of study and research,
Feldenkrais Method® allows people to learn how their
whole self cooperates in any movement: assisting them to
live their lives more fully, efficiently and comfortably.

Feldenkrais Method® has benefited a wide variety of
people from many backgrounds and lessons are suitable
for people of all ages and physical abilities including:

• chronic pain sufferers who want to alleviate their pain,
• athletes, musicians and performing artists who want to
improve their performance and co-ordination

• 9 to 5 workers who want to sit at their desks with more
ease and not feel so tired at the end of the day

Movement is Life. Life is a process. "Improve the quality
of the process, and you improve the quality of life itself."
Moshe Feldenkrais

Classes commence Monday June 8th at Crossways
Community Centre. To book or for more information
contact Sophie Dingmans. Phone: 021 332 780. Email:
sophie.dingemans@gmail.com

Space Structure Lands on school
A new ‘Neptun’ climbing structure has been erected in its
playground.  Clyde Quay School is the first school in New
Zealand to install the German designed and manufactured
spaceball structure

The new climbing structure was chosen because it helped
to make the most of a limited outdoor space, The school
had to plan carefully how they upgraded their playground
facilities. The Neptun ticked lots of boxes. It was able to fit
snugly in a rather awkward corner area. It is tall and yet
open in form – good from a safety and security point of
view.

It can handle large groups of children at peak times like
morning tea and lunchtimes. It’s extremely hard wearing
too – an important feature given that the school
playground is well used by the wider community in the
afternoons and on weekends.

The overall cost of the new playground including safety
matting was about $69,000. The school community had
raised the funds, supported by grants from the New
Zealand Community Trust and the Lion Foundation.  The
school is now turning its attention to phase two of the
playground upgrade. Plans include a new fitness
confidence course, climbing wall handholds, and new
basketball hoops.

Clyde Quay School is a decile 8, multicultural, state
primary school with 220 – 230 children. Contact chairman
John Knight 498 4947, playground coordinator Carole van
Grondelle 384 3650 or principal Liz Patara
385 0900.

The Mt Victoria Newsletter is an Independent Publication supported by its sponsors and advertisers. It is not affiliated with any
organisation.      Letters, feedback and comments welcome. C/- 8 Scarborough Tce. Email: newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz

Deadline for next newsletter: 18th of monthDeadline for next newsletter: 18th of monthDeadline for next newsletter: 18th of monthDeadline for next newsletter: 18th of month Editorial: Patrick McCombs 385 1854. Advertising: Nicola Byrne 384 6076

School FundraiserSchool FundraiserSchool FundraiserSchool Fundraiser
Midwinter Madness Auction

Thursday, June 11.  7.30pm
Come enjoy an evening of fun, fantastic bargains and
entertainment. This Clyde Quay School fundraiser offers
live music, complimentary drinks and nibbles, followed
by Momo’s Midwinter Madness AuctionMomo’s Midwinter Madness AuctionMomo’s Midwinter Madness AuctionMomo’s Midwinter Madness Auction. Make an offer
for amazing travel packages and other prizes including
beauty treatments, children’s entertainment, clothing
vouchers, theatre and entertainment tickets, restaurant
vouchers, season ski passes, yoga classes, personal
training vouchers, magazine subscriptions, Interislander
tickets, cosmetic enhancements (non-surgical) and
much, much more! $20 tickets from school office,
27 Elizabeth St, 385-0900

Transition Towns Mt Victoria
The next Transition Towns Mt Victoria meeting will be
held on Monday 8 June, 7.30pm at New Crossways,
6 Roxburgh St.

Stan Abbott of Massey University will give a presentation
"Rainwater Harvesting in Urban Environments - Why"Rainwater Harvesting in Urban Environments - Why"Rainwater Harvesting in Urban Environments - Why"Rainwater Harvesting in Urban Environments - Why
Not?".Not?".Not?".Not?". Come along and learn about benefits and the
practicalities of collecting rainwater.

A reminder too that if you would like a Bokashi bucket to
save on landfill and need a place to dispose of it we can
assist.

For further details please contact Pat Hubbard 384 2646 or
Frank Cook 027 6496508

Pilates Classes at CrosswaysPilates Classes at CrosswaysPilates Classes at CrosswaysPilates Classes at Crossways
1hr Equipment Based

Individual Classes Available on Saturdays

Contact Cherie on 977 5411
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Mt Victoria’s gemMt Victoria’s gemMt Victoria’s gemMt Victoria’s gem
Wellington’s largest range of finials,Wellington’s largest range of finials,Wellington’s largest range of finials,Wellington’s largest range of finials,

fretwork & lacework, colonial mouldings,fretwork & lacework, colonial mouldings,fretwork & lacework, colonial mouldings,fretwork & lacework, colonial mouldings,
scotias, skirtings, balustrades & posts,scotias, skirtings, balustrades & posts,scotias, skirtings, balustrades & posts,scotias, skirtings, balustrades & posts,

verandah post moulds,verandah post moulds,verandah post moulds,verandah post moulds,
post tops & cappings,post tops & cappings,post tops & cappings,post tops & cappings,

T&G panellingT&G panellingT&G panellingT&G panelling

Mouldings & Finishings LtdMouldings & Finishings LtdMouldings & Finishings LtdMouldings & Finishings Ltd

39 Home St, Mt Victoria39 Home St, Mt Victoria39 Home St, Mt Victoria39 Home St, Mt Victoria
Ph: 385 7600 Fax: 385 7601Ph: 385 7600 Fax: 385 7601Ph: 385 7600 Fax: 385 7601Ph: 385 7600 Fax: 385 7601
www.mouldingsandfinishings.co.nzwww.mouldingsandfinishings.co.nzwww.mouldingsandfinishings.co.nzwww.mouldingsandfinishings.co.nz

Specialising in:
• Renovations

• Alterations
• Project Management

Grant Wilson
021 997 004

84 Austin St, Mt Vic

Announcing… a Property Manager who canAnnouncing… a Property Manager who canAnnouncing… a Property Manager who canAnnouncing… a Property Manager who can
Save you up to $1,500 in accounting fees!Save you up to $1,500 in accounting fees!Save you up to $1,500 in accounting fees!Save you up to $1,500 in accounting fees!

Our valued customers receive full professional property
management for a fee of just 8% plus GST

and we prepare their annual tax accounts for FREE!FREE!FREE!FREE!

To find out more telephone Ross Millikin today on
385-9112385-9112385-9112385-9112 or email rossm@managementhq.co.nzrossm@managementhq.co.nzrossm@managementhq.co.nzrossm@managementhq.co.nz

www.managementhq.co.nzwww.managementhq.co.nzwww.managementhq.co.nzwww.managementhq.co.nz

We are proud to be a Mt Victoria based company

Enjoy great gardening ideas
and take in the Tuis in the Gum

tree, while you peruse our
wonderful selection of

windproof trees and shrubs.

We can deliver
& even plant them for you!

Ambience
for lovers of pots, plants

& gorgeous things

14 Elizabeth St, Open 7 days.

- Varicose Vein treatment by laser or injection

- Laser hair reduction

- Cosmetic treatments

- Liposculpture
38 Roxburgh St, Mt Victoria.  Ph 939 1353

SUNDAY LUNCH !

Bring this voucher to 180 Degree Restaurant any Sunday

for lunch and receive a FREE house wine or tap beer per
person when you order lunch.

We offer an array of shared platter lunches every Sunday
from 12pm -3pm.  Oriental, Antipasto, Indian, Brunch, family

and kids platters all on the menu.

Bring the kids and we will let them swim for FREE in our
heated indoor pool.  Main entrance 100 Oriental Parade or

back entrance on Roxburgh St.

Reservations recommended : 385 0279

A Wellington Institution Since 1883A Wellington Institution Since 1883A Wellington Institution Since 1883A Wellington Institution Since 1883

9am till 9pm $9 Jugs Everyday*
$2 Eggs everyday* $10 Lunch Mon-Fri (12-2pm)

Wed- Free BBQ* Mon/Tues 2 for $20 mains
Thurs/Fri- Relax and end your week the Thurs/Fri- Relax and end your week the Thurs/Fri- Relax and end your week the Thurs/Fri- Relax and end your week the camby waycamby waycamby waycamby way

Sat-Sport on telly & ice cold beer
Sun- Roast Dinner only $11.90

 Come join the best looking team in Wellington!
28 Cambridge Tce, Wellington

385 8829  *conditions apply


