
 

 

November 2009 
Editorial 

NZTA snubs Mt Victoria consultation 
Mt Victoria residents have heard nothing, as the 
newsletter goes to print, from the NZ Transport Agency 
about their developing plans for the Basin Reserve flyover 
and a second tunnel. This is despite the roading authority 
saying earlier that they “will be engaging with community 
groups and other relevant organisations from early 
October 2009 onwards to keep them continually briefed 
on the current phase of the project as it progresses and, at 
the same time, to receive any preliminary input that may 
be passed on to the project team”. They said that the 
initial options reached will be “presented to the 
community for full consultation” in March next year. 

This Newsletter has advised NZTA, the regional council 
and city council that we “stand ready to facilitate 
communication between the roading authorities and the 
community. We will not be campaigning for any 
particular roading solution, but we will strongly advocate 
for an effective consultation process.” We have told them 
that local residents who will be affected by the roading 
proposals want an opportunity to sit down quietly with 
NZTA to discuss (a) the problem as seen from different 
perspectives, (b) possible remedial actions or solutions, (c) 
the impacts and costs of the available solutions, (d) the net 
advantages of the options. Being asked to wait until the 
experts have decided what is needed before commenting 
will not provide an opportunity to influence the plans nor 
let people feel they have been heard. 

The Mt Victoria Residents Association takes a similar 
view.  It is waiting for the opportunity to get involved in 
the planning process and to represent residents’ views. 

The response has been a dull silence. It sometimes seems 
that NZTA must be so busy fighting the wildfire they 
ignited at the Kapiti end of our Levin to Airport Road of 
National Importance that they do not realise they are 
burning up large amounts of political capital and goodwill 
in our neighbourhood. However we need to reflect on the 
rise of public support for the government’s performance as 
revealed in recent polls.  

There has to be a better way than lying in front of 
bulldozers to participate in planning for our city, but even 
that seems unlikely to change the government’s mind. 
The juggernaught is coming our way with its eyes wide 
shut. Editor 

 

An invitation to  New Crossways 
New Crossways is throwing a party on Friday New Crossways is throwing a party on Friday New Crossways is throwing a party on Friday New Crossways is throwing a party on Friday     

6 6 6 6 November November November November between 6 and 8 pmbetween 6 and 8 pmbetween 6 and 8 pmbetween 6 and 8 pm    
Mt Victoria residents and users of the community 
centre are all invited by the New Crossways trustees to 
help celebrate the first successful year of the centre.  

Members of the variety of community groups based in 
Mt Victoria will be there, including the residents 
association, historical society, creche, civil defence, the 
churches and the newsletter, together with the groups 
using New Crossways. For anybody who has been 
thinking of becoming more involved in the 
community it will provide an opportunity to meet 
committee members and talk about how the groups 
operate and how you could join in. 

Food and wine will be laid on at the centre as well as 
entertainment. Local city councillors and members of 
parliament have been invited, as well as city council 
staff. 

New Crossways is at 6 Roxburgh St, just off 
Majoribanks St. It is above the tile shop beside Hazel’s 
restaurant. The open house function will give residents 
an opportunity to look in and see the space which has 
proved popular for dance and yoga classes, corporate 
seminars and private functions, as well as meetings. 
Many successful birthdays have been held there during 
the year, both for children and grown-ups. 

The trust is keen to maximise the use of New 
Crossways by local groups.  If you are thinking of 
making a booking for next year, either for a one-off 
event or on a regular basis, please get in touch with the 
centre at 384 4770 or crossways@crossways.org.nz 

Authors and Afternoon Tea @ Booklovers B&B, Sundays 3Authors and Afternoon Tea @ Booklovers B&B, Sundays 3Authors and Afternoon Tea @ Booklovers B&B, Sundays 3Authors and Afternoon Tea @ Booklovers B&B, Sundays 3----5pm.5pm.5pm.5pm.    
Fiona KidmanFiona KidmanFiona KidmanFiona Kidman 1 November  Harry RHarry RHarry RHarry Rickettsickettsickettsicketts 8 November 

Charge $20. To book, phone Jane 3842714Charge $20. To book, phone Jane 3842714Charge $20. To book, phone Jane 3842714Charge $20. To book, phone Jane 3842714....                BookloversBookloversBookloversBooklovers    B&B, 123 Pirie St, Mt VictoriaB&B, 123 Pirie St, Mt VictoriaB&B, 123 Pirie St, Mt VictoriaB&B, 123 Pirie St, Mt Victoria    

 

This Newsletter is 
sponsored by 

JUST PATERSONJUST PATERSONJUST PATERSONJUST PATERSON    

9-11 Tory Street 

Wellington 

Phone 04 385 7755 

Fax 04 385 6644 

View our homes at: 
www.justpaterson.co.nz 

MVRA calls meeting to discuss  
town planning changes 

7.30pm Thursday 19 November, New Crossways7.30pm Thursday 19 November, New Crossways7.30pm Thursday 19 November, New Crossways7.30pm Thursday 19 November, New Crossways    
This is your opportunity to discuss the proposed 
changes to the district plan that controls building in 
Mt Victoria, and to learn from council planning staff 
how they might affect you or your neighbours. The Mt 
Victoria Residents Association has arranged the 
meeting a week before submissions close with the 
council.  
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Design store comes to Mt Design store comes to Mt Design store comes to Mt Design store comes to Mt VictoriaVictoriaVictoriaVictoria    
Hi, we are the owners of Wanda Harland Design Store, 
on Elizabeth Street, Martha Craig and Glen Barris. 
We're delighted to be in Mt Victoria, we lived here for 
many years before having children sent us out to 
Petone, and we're rapt to be back in the lovely, sunny 
neighbourhood.  

Our shop, just across from the school, sells an eclectic 
range of goodies, from our own Dishy hats to Chalky 
Digits clothing, Tivoli radios, fabulous locally crafted 
items, Nature Baby clothing and skincare, toys for 
young and old, design, craft and architecture books. 
Basically all the good things in life.  

We're hoping to open a little art gallery in the back 
portion of the shop in mid-November. We're ably 
assisted by Nikki and Sally in the shop, both creative 
geniuses in their own right. Come in and say hello!  

We're open Monday-Friday 10-5 and Saturday and 
Sunday 10-4pm 

Mt Victoria Residents Association 
Greetings Neighbours! 

October represented a milestone reached for the Residents 
Association – we have been incorporated for 50 years!  I 
am very proud to be associated with a volunteer group 
that has such a long history of championing Mt Victoria 
(the best suburb in Wellington, in my humble opinion).  

Mark your calendars: 

• Community meeting Thursday 19 NovemberCommunity meeting Thursday 19 NovemberCommunity meeting Thursday 19 NovemberCommunity meeting Thursday 19 November to cover 
the proposed changes to the Residential Chapters of 
the District Plan.  Come along to learn more about the 
plan from Jeremy Blake, Senior Policy Advisor from 
City Council.  Bring your questions & comments for an 
open, free-ranging discussion.  Meeting will be held at 
New Crossways at 7.30pm.   Submissions close 27 
November.  Contact me if you’d like an advance copy 
of Council’s proposed plan changes.    

• Annual InorAnnual InorAnnual InorAnnual Inorganic Rubbish Collection Saturday 5 ganic Rubbish Collection Saturday 5 ganic Rubbish Collection Saturday 5 ganic Rubbish Collection Saturday 5 
December.December.December.December. This is our only fundraiser of the year, so 
clean out that garage and help MVRA at the same 
time!   I look forward to this every year, we have so 
much fun on the day.  We’d love more volunteers, if 
you can help please ring me.   We will do a letterbox 
drop reminder closer to the day. 

I would like to thank everyone who attended our AGM at 
the end of September (although my voice didn’t make it 
through the evening!).  Guest speaker Barbara Fill 
challenged us to think about heritage in ways we may not 
have previously.  Thank you Barbara, for an enlightening 
presentation. 

The issue of MVRA subscription rates was raised at the 
AGM, and an increase was voted on and approved.   It was 
noted that the fees hadn’t been increased in many years, 
and examples of other organisations’ fees were discussed.   
MVRA’s new yearly subscriptions are:  single $10, family 
$20 and unwaged $5.   I’d like to thank you in advance for 
your continued support. 

MVRA has recently completed submissions for Greater 
Wellington Regional Council’s review of public transport 
in our suburb and Wellington City Council’s review of 
resident and coupon parking.  Ring me if you’d like a 
copy. 

Jessica ClossonJessica ClossonJessica ClossonJessica Closson    
President,  MVRA. Ph: 802 4333  
jessicaclosson@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 

Update from Cr Stephanie Cook 
Wellington City Council is about to consult on proposals 
to reduce water consumption. The aim is:“To 
accommodate Wellington city’s population growth 
through to 2025 with the same amount of water we have 
available to us now.” 

The options are basically reduce usage or pay a huge 
increase in rates to fund a new dam.  

The council is looking at a range of measures to reduce 
water usage. These include things like getting people to 
change their behaviour, improving leak detection, and 
encouraging people to install things like rainwater tanks, 
dual flush toilets, etc. 

The most controversial measure, compulsory water 
meters, has been taken off the table for now but may well 
reappear if usage is not reduced. Ironically, Wellingtons 
water usage has already reduced over the past few years, 
but it seems that much more is needed. There has been 
enormous confusion and indeed disbelief at some of the 
figures put out about our actual water usage, and a lot of 
the detail about where our water goes is actually 
unknown. 

In the strictest sense the council is obliged to only provide 
a supply of water to meet public health needs, ie. potable 
water. This naturally would not extend to washing cars or 
filling spa pools. However in a modern western society we 
expect far more than just clean drinking water. As for me, 
I am looking at installing rain water tanks. I have one at 
my bach and the system works just fine. Why ultimately 
pay for something that falls freely onto my roof? 

Cheers for now, 

Cr Stephanie Cook.    
Lambton Ward Councillor 
 

  

Transition Towns Mt Victoria 
Local beekeeper David Carlton will address the next 
meeting of Transition Towns Mt Victoria on the very 
interesting and relevant subject of bees. Many of us 
have noticed a decline in bee numbers in our gardens 
and along with concern for the bees goes questions 
about pollinators in general. All are very welcome to 
come and learn more about this important subject. 
Also a reminder for those who use or want to use a 
Bokashi bucket for their household organic waste but 
do not have the land to empty the contents when full. 
Some members of the transition towns group are able 
to dispose of the small amount of rotted material when 
the Bokashi buckets need emptying. Please contact Pat 
Hubbard, 384 2646, for details.  
The next meeting date is Tuesday 17 NovemberTuesday 17 NovemberTuesday 17 NovemberTuesday 17 November, 
commencing 7:30pm, at New Crossways, Roxburgh St, 
Mt Victoria. All welcome. 

For further information phone  
Frank Cook 027 649 6508. 

New book group in Mt Victoria 
Want a book group you can walk to? If you are 
interested in creating a new book group with me with 
the aim of meeting once a month to discuss an agreed 
book, and sometimes books on the same theme, please 
phone Philippa 384 1208 or email paua4@xtra.co.nz.   

Preferred times at this stage are an early Monday or 
Wednesday evening, or perhaps a daytime meeting. 
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Stride Into Summer Series 
A new series of Feldenkrais Awareness Through 
Movement lessons to help you stride into summer, 
dissipate some of the strains and stresses of the pre-
Christmas rush, and make the most of your favourite 
summer activities. With this new 8 week course you can 
learn to: 

• Move with more ease and elegance across the picnic 
blanket to pluck that next plump strawberry  

• Roll with fun and easy confidence across grassy lawns 
or down golden sand dunes with the ready to roll 
children in your life.  

• Swim through the surf with easier strength and 
efficiency to float fabulously amidst the waves 

• Reach with greater lightness and length for a cool 
refreshing drink  

• Wield that cricket ball, bat or tennis racket with easier 
alignment and power for those spontaneous summer 
games 

• And simply feel easier and more comfortable for those 
idle evening strolls or energised summer strides  

About the Feldenkrais Method About the Feldenkrais Method About the Feldenkrais Method About the Feldenkrais Method     

The Feldenkrais Method teaches you how to release 
habits which create pain, tension and difficulties. 
Widely practised and highly regarded in Europe and 
North America Feldenkrais is a gentle approach to 
increasing awareness and changing poor habitual 
patterns of movement. Improved physical habits lessen 
undue strain on joints and muscles, enhance physical 
and mental performance, and lead to a more positive 
self-image and better overall health. Developed by Dr. 
Moshe Feldenkrais over 40 years of study and research, 
Feldenkrais Method allows people to learn how their 
whole self cooperates in any movement: assisting them 
to live their lives more fully, efficiently and 
comfortably.  

Stride into Summer SeriesStride into Summer SeriesStride into Summer SeriesStride into Summer Series  Mondays 6-7pm (begins 2 
Nov) & Wednesdays 5.30-6.30pm (begins 4 Nov). 

Fee: $100 for the 8 week course. New Crossways 
Community Centre, 6 Roxburgh St, Mt Victoria. 
Registrations essential: contact Sophie Dingemans Ph. 
021 332 780. email. sophie.dingemans@gmail.com 

LATIN AMERICAN FORUM 
UNASUR and ALBA – What Are They? 

ReReReRegional Embassies Explaingional Embassies Explaingional Embassies Explaingional Embassies Explain    

7.30pm Tuesday 3 November7.30pm Tuesday 3 November7.30pm Tuesday 3 November7.30pm Tuesday 3 November    

New Crossways 6 Roxburgh St, Mt VictoriaNew Crossways 6 Roxburgh St, Mt VictoriaNew Crossways 6 Roxburgh St, Mt VictoriaNew Crossways 6 Roxburgh St, Mt Victoria    

The Latin American Solidarity Committee will host a 
public panel discussion on two regional initiatives 
emerging in South America as alternatives to the free 
market neoliberal model. 

UNASUR, the Union of South American Nations, is an 
organisation of 12 countries modelled on the European 
Union, seeking to develop a common currency, 
parliament, and passport. Other initiatives are the creation 
of a single market, infrastructure and energy co-operation, 
the creation of the Bank of the South, and the creation of 
the South American Defence Council to serve as a 
mechanism for regional security. 

ALBA, the Bolivarian Alliance for the Peoples of Our 
America,  seeks social, political, and economic integration 
between the countries of Latin America and the 
Caribbean. Unlike free trade agreements, ALBA represents 
an attempt at regional economic integration that is not 
based primarily on trade liberalisation but on a vision of 
social welfare, bartering and mutual economic aid. A new 
regional currency may be created. 

Speakers from the embassies of Argentina, Brazil, Chile, 
Venezuela and Cuba will talk about the history of the 
agreements and economic and security issues in Latin 
America. The evening will discuss some of the alternatives 
to free market neoliberalism being explored on the 
continent, the difficulties encountered, the countries’ 
hopes and expectations for the future, and the potential 
for New Zealand’s interaction with the new regional 
organisations.

Book  New Crossways, 6 Roxburgh St, for 
your party, meeting or work seminar.  

Phone: 384 4770      www.crossways.org.nz  

Unclassified AdvertisementsUnclassified AdvertisementsUnclassified AdvertisementsUnclassified Advertisements::::    
• Book group.Book group.Book group.Book group. Interested in joining a book group that 

intends meeting once a month? Phone Philippa 384 
1208 

• Babysitter availableBabysitter availableBabysitter availableBabysitter available::::    Loves kids, qualified to look after 
children in their own home.  Rachel    027 654 9775 

• Garage for rentGarage for rentGarage for rentGarage for rent:    Moncrieff St.  Clean, locked, 
suitable for storage.  $30/w. Ph  385-4897    

• Bookhaven Bookhaven Bookhaven Bookhaven is a small, second hand book shop in 
Newtown. We deliver free to Mt Victoria for orders 
placed on-line at www.bookhaven.co.nz – ‘cause we 
live in Mt Vic! 

• Holiday work:Holiday work:Holiday work:Holiday work: Student available for work, 
particularly over holiday period. Experienced 
houseminder, catsitter and babysitter. References 
available. Please phone Kate on 385 1022 

• Housekeeper wanted.Housekeeper wanted.Housekeeper wanted.Housekeeper wanted.  Two hours per weekday, 
anytime between 10am and 2pm (school holidays 
optional).  Top of Majoribanks St.  Includes ironing.  
Phone Dean 021 073 9232. 

• Dog Play Group.Dog Play Group.Dog Play Group.Dog Play Group. 2pm Last Saturday of the month.  
Top of Majoribanks St. Phone Judy 385 9060 

Free 3Free 3Free 3Free 3----line ads toline ads toline ads toline ads to newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz   
or phone 384 6076 

Earthquakes and Tsunami 
A tsunami In Wellington? You must be kidding. But 
hang on a minute. Isn’t there a major earthquake fault 
running through the Cook Strait? Hmmm! 

So far this year has seen the three strongest earthquakes 
in the world occur in our New Zealand neighbourhood 
(Fiordland, Samoa and Vanuatu) and one of them was 
followed by a tsunami which devastated the Samoan 
islands.  

A large earthquake just has to happen anywhere near 
New Zealand to potentially trigger a devastating 
tsunami in our backyard, and a tsunami could enter 
Wellington harbour, destroying houses, buildings and 
killing many. A wave might continue to slop from shore 
to shore for quite a while – just like one caused by a kid 
playing in the bathtub. 

How ready are you to cope with a disaster? Are you 
prepared? To find out more, look at the back of your 
Yellow Pages or go to www.getthru.govt.nz or contact 
Mt Victoria Civil Defence on mtviccd@hotmail.com or 
call 021 878 877. 

The Mt Victoria Newsletter is an Independent Publication supported by its sponsors and advertisers. It is not affiliated with any 
organisation.      Letters, feedback and comments welcome. C/- 8 Scarborough Tce.  Email: newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz 

Deadline for next newsletter: 18tDeadline for next newsletter: 18tDeadline for next newsletter: 18tDeadline for next newsletter: 18th of monthh of monthh of monthh of month Editorial: Patrick McCombs 385 1854. Advertising: Nicola Byrne 384 6076 
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- Varicose Vein treatment by laser or injection 

- Laser hair reduction 

- Cosmetic treatments 

- Liposculpture 
38 Roxburgh St, Mt Victoria.  Ph 939 1353 

 
A Wellington Institution Since 1883A Wellington Institution Since 1883A Wellington Institution Since 1883A Wellington Institution Since 1883    

9am till 9pm $9 Jugs Everyday* 
 $2 Eggs everyday*  $10 Lunch Mon-Fri (12-2pm) 
 Wed- Free BBQ* Mon/Tues 2 for $20 mains  

Thurs/FriThurs/FriThurs/FriThurs/Fri----    Relax and end your week the camby wayRelax and end your week the camby wayRelax and end your week the camby wayRelax and end your week the camby way    
Sat-Sport on telly & ice cold beer  

Sun- Roast Dinner only $11.90  

 Come join the best looking team in Wellington!  
28 Cambridge Tce, Wellington 

385 8829  *conditions apply 

 

 

 

2222----4444----1 Dinner Voucher1 Dinner Voucher1 Dinner Voucher1 Dinner Voucher    
Enjoy 2 Sumptuous Main Meals for the Price of 1 

in the One80° Restaurant when dining from the A la carte Menu 

One80° RestaurantOne80° RestaurantOne80° RestaurantOne80° Restaurant 
Copthorne Hotel, Level 7 

100 Oriental Parade 
For Reservations call 385 0279  

Offer Valid 1 September to 31 October 2009 

Available 6Available 6Available 6Available 6----10pm Friday to Sunday night in One80º Restaurant10pm Friday to Sunday night in One80º Restaurant10pm Friday to Sunday night in One80º Restaurant10pm Friday to Sunday night in One80º Restaurant    
Present this voucher to take advantage of this offer 

Not to be used in conjunction with any other offers or promotions 

 

WOW 

what a 

View 

 

 
 

 

Award 

Winning 

food at 

amazing 

prices 

 

    

Mt Victoria’s gemMt Victoria’s gemMt Victoria’s gemMt Victoria’s gem    

Wellington’s largest range of finials, Wellington’s largest range of finials, Wellington’s largest range of finials, Wellington’s largest range of finials,     
fretwork & lacework, colonial mouldings, fretwork & lacework, colonial mouldings, fretwork & lacework, colonial mouldings, fretwork & lacework, colonial mouldings,     

scotias, skirtings, balustrades & posts,scotias, skirtings, balustrades & posts,scotias, skirtings, balustrades & posts,scotias, skirtings, balustrades & posts,    
verandah post moulds, verandah post moulds, verandah post moulds, verandah post moulds,     

post tops & cappings, post tops & cappings, post tops & cappings, post tops & cappings,     
T&G panellingT&G panellingT&G panellingT&G panelling    

Mouldings & Finishings LtdMouldings & Finishings LtdMouldings & Finishings LtdMouldings & Finishings Ltd        

39 Home St, Mt Victoria39 Home St, Mt Victoria39 Home St, Mt Victoria39 Home St, Mt Victoria    
Ph: 385 7600 Fax: 385Ph: 385 7600 Fax: 385Ph: 385 7600 Fax: 385Ph: 385 7600 Fax: 385    7601760176017601    
www.mouldingsandfinishings.co.nzwww.mouldingsandfinishings.co.nzwww.mouldingsandfinishings.co.nzwww.mouldingsandfinishings.co.nz 

 

 

 Specialising in:      
• Renovations 

• Alterations 
• Project Management 

 
Grant Wilson 

021 997 004 
84 Austin St, Mt Vic 

Announcing… a Property Manager who can Announcing… a Property Manager who can Announcing… a Property Manager who can Announcing… a Property Manager who can     
Save you up to $1,500 inSave you up to $1,500 inSave you up to $1,500 inSave you up to $1,500 in    accounting fees!accounting fees!accounting fees!accounting fees!    

    

Our valued customers receive full professional property 
management for a fee of just 8% plus GST 

and we prepare their annual tax accounts for FREE!FREE!FREE!FREE!    
 

To find out more telephone Ross Millikin today on        
385385385385----9112911291129112 or email rossm@managementhq.co.nzrossm@managementhq.co.nzrossm@managementhq.co.nzrossm@managementhq.co.nz    

www.managementhq.co.nzwww.managementhq.co.nzwww.managementhq.co.nzwww.managementhq.co.nz    
    

We are proud to be a Mt Victoria based company 

Ambience 
 You'll find the perfect gift atYou'll find the perfect gift atYou'll find the perfect gift atYou'll find the perfect gift at    

AmAmAmAmbience on Elizabethbience on Elizabethbience on Elizabethbience on Elizabeth    
- UniqueUniqueUniqueUnique    
- UnusualUnusualUnusualUnusual    
- VibrantVibrantVibrantVibrant    
- OriginalOriginalOriginalOriginal    

 The designer Gallery  
 for lovers of pots, plants  
 & gorgeous things 

10 - 5pm Mon to Sat  11- 4pm Sundays . 


