
 

 

May 2010 
Upgrade Planned for Mt Victoria Tunnel 

The Wellington Tunnels Alliance recently briefed the Mt 
Victoria Residents Association about their plans to 
upgrade the Mt Victoria tunnel so that it meets the 
modern fire regulations. The Alliance comprises the city 
and regional councils, NZ Transport Authority and the 
contractors and engineers responsible for maintaining the 
Terrace and Mt Victoria tunnels.  
The intention is to upgrade both tunnels as a combined 
project in 2010/11. 
While many local residents will welcome the 
infrastructure improvements to the tunnel, there  appear 
to be some omissions in the approach used by the 
Alliance. The focus of the upgrade is the safety of 
motorists using the tunnels, for which some $38 million 
has been allocated. However the MVRA is concerned that 
the effects on local people have been left out of scope for 
the project – and there are significant implications for the 
pupils of Wellington East Girls’ College (WEGC). 
Some people will know that the tunnel currently exhausts 
the fumes from cars and trucks through a ventilation stack 
in the school grounds. The flow of air is fuelled by the air 
intakes under the footpath on the side of the tunnel, a 
system that has been in place for at least the last 50 years. 
The ventilation arrangements are one of the areas the 
engineers are looking to upgrade.  However their plans do 
not seem to improve matters for WEGC pupils or local 
residents, as no filtering arrangements appear to be 
contemplated. 
Vehicle exhausts produce two key pollutants – nitrous 
oxides and particulates, the largest quantities of which 
emanate from diesel engines. While both are toxic and 
implicated in lung disease, diesel particulates are a known 
carcinogen. In recent years international manufacturers 
have made huge strides in cleaning up the emissions from 
cars, but unfortunately New Zealand has no regulations 

requiring these cleaner and more efficient engines to be 
used. As a result, our vehicle fleet is one of the dirtiest in 
the Western world. 
The  NZ Transport Agency is now monitoring the vehicle 
pollution levels around the Basin Reserve from a mobile 
station at the bottom of Ellice St. This is a welcome step, 
but it turns out that it does not include measurements of 
carcinogenic particulates! So the most toxic emissions are 
not included in the assessment of how dangerous exhaust 
emissions are for local residents. 
It therefore appears that despite $38 million in upgrades, 
the Wellington Tunnels Alliance is planning to continue 
to pump carcinogenic particles into the grounds of the 
girls’ high school. Many cities overseas – such as Sydney – 
have insisted on filtering the exhausts from vehicle 
tunnels in residential areas, so simply ignoring the 
problem seems like a very Third World solution. 
The Wellington Tunnels Alliance has been at pains to 
point out that they are in the early stages of scoping the 
project, and that changes are still possible. We can only 
hope, therefore, that their engineers take the advice of 
health professionals and re-think their plans to continue 
to poison local school pupils. 
Kent Duston 
Acting President, MVRA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mt Victoria Families Recreation 
Group to operate from Bandoliers 
A new parent-run play session is starting at the 
Bandoliers building in the town Belt off Lawson 
Place at the top of Majoribanks St. Sessions times 
have not been firmed up yet but may consist of a 
Wednesday morning for preschoolers and Friday 
afternoons for the whole family.  
We need toys and play equipment so any toy 
contributions welcome. If you are interested in 
coming along or helping out contact Claire Graeme 
at conn.graeme@gmail.com  or 976 4874. 

 
  

 

This Newsletter is 
sponsored by 

JUST PATERSON 

9-11 Tory Street 

Wellington 

Phone 04 385 7755 

Fax 04 385 6644 

View our homes at: 

www.justpaterson.co.nz 

Kids Art Classes for term 2 

Spaces available now for Thursdays 3.30 – 5pm  
at The Band Rotunda 
Please phone Sharon on 021 264 8544 for more 
info, or email:  sgreally@paradise.net.nz 

  
  

mailto:conn.graeme@gmail.com


2 

May New Crossways calendar 

Weekly classes  Contacts 

Feldenkrais Mon Tues 5.30  Weekly  Sophie 021 332 780 sophie.dingemans@gmail.com  

Queer Tango Mon 7.00 Weekly Ted  934-6330 021-332-832 ted.fecteau@minedu.govt.nz  

Oasis Drop-in Wed 1.30 Weekly Josie 233 9697  

Yoga Wed 5.30 Weekly Siobahn   s_bulfin@yahoo.co.nz  

Core Connexions Wed 7.00 Weekly Ingrid Kolle ikolle@paradise.net.nz  

Dance Sylvie Thur 5.30  Weekly  Sylvie Haisman sylvie@sylviehaisman.com  

Oasis Community Cafe Fri 8.00 Weekly Josie 233 9697  

Mosaic Sun 4.00 Weekly Phil  973 0878, 029 9730878 Phil@mosaicnz.org.nz  

Argentinean Tango Sun 7.30 Weekly Nina 973 9297, 021 0588 047 ninavanduynhoven@hotmail.com  

Meetings  

Animal Rights Sun 1.30 2 May Mark Eden  021 02649406 poo1951@xtra.co.nz  

Mt Vic Residents Assn Mon 7.30 3 May Kent Duston 021 536 873 kent@autonomic.co.nz  

Spanish & Latin 

American Club 

Tue 5.00 4 May 

1 June 

Chantal  385 2367 Club 

español y latinoamericano 

celw@xtra.co.nz  

Astrology: Predicting 
Natural Disasters 

Thur 7.30 6 May Graham Ibell   905 0216   graham@grahamibell.co.nz 

Monde Marie Reunion  Thur 7.30 13 May Bill Southworth 3856 090 crossways@crossways.org.nz  

Armenian Assn Sat 6.00 15 May armenianassociation.wellington@yahoo.com 

Transition Towns Tues 7.00 18 May Frank Cook  027 6496508 frank.c@clear.net.nz  

Interactive Drawing Thur Fri 9.00 20, 21 May  idt@pl.net  

 
 

Monde Marie coffee bar lives again 

The famous Monde Marie Coffee Bar will be coming to life 
for one night next month. 

A group who fondly remember coffee bar owner Mary 
Seddon’s food, coffee and music have arranged a reunion for 
ex customers, musicians and the Seddon Family at New 
Crossways on Saturday, June 12. 

The Monde Marie, which operated on the corner of 
Majoribanks and Roxburgh Streets from 1958 until 1970, 
was a magnet for bohemians and folk singers. Many regard 
it as the model for what became Wellington’s vigorous 
coffee bar culture. 

Thanks to a website maintained by Mary Seddon’s family, 
organisers have been able to locate Mary’s original recipes 
and the names of folk singers happy to turn out and play at 
the reunion. A hunt through junk shops has yielded enough 
Chianti bottles wrapped in raffia to grace all the dinner 
tables at New Crossways. 

Tickets can be obtained at www.mondemarie.co.nz  or by 
phoning 385 6090. Bookings close on 12 May. Proceeds 
from the reunion will be donated to New Crossways which 
is located right next to the original coffee bar. 

Letter to the Editor 
Dear Mt Victoria Newsletter, 

We in Stafford Street have now got people parking their 
cars in our street all day, and some do not move for more 
than a week. This started at the end of last year, but has got 
worse in the last month. They have residents stickers and 
park in the residents-only parks. Some park in the street for 
the day with the day ticket. And then they take up the park 
for visitors. Our street is very narrow, and it is hard to get 
trucks into it at the best of times. But with cars parked on 
each side it is hard for workmen to get into the street. 
And a lot of those of us who live in this street work very 
different hours to many others. We do not work office 
hours. And when we get home late at night we don't want 
to have to park three streets away and then walk home in 
the rain because of others who park on our end of the street 
and are in their beds. 
The parking wardens can't do anything as they can't ticket 
vehicles that don't move unless they don't have a sticker or 
ticket. Then they can not do any thing for days to move 
them. We need to have much more say in what happens in 
Our Streets. Not the Council, who just want the money for 
parking, and there are too many residents stickers given 
out. This must happen in other streets as well. 
Thank you, for your help. 
Stafford Street Resident 

 
  

Book  New Crossways, 6 Roxburgh St, for your party, meeting or work seminar.  

Phone: 384 4770      www.crossways.org.nz 

Unclassified Advertisements: 
 Bookkeeper needed to help set up Charitable Trust 

and more. Ph/Txt Nancy 021 935 333 or 384 8516 

 Dog Play Group. 2pm Last Saturday of the month.  
Top of Majoribanks St  

Free 3-line ads to newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz    
or phone 384 6076 
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Update from Cllr Iona Pannett 

I am really pleased to see a playgroup set up for Mt Victoria 
families, and Oliver and I are looking forward to the first 
meeting.  The continuing problems of the creche to find a 
permanent home concern me as they provide a valuable 
service for Mt Victoria.  If anyone has any ideas about a 
suitable building, I hope they will let the creche know.   

Congratulations also to the New Crossways Trust as we 
celebrated the first birthday of our community centre.  
Getting the Centre up and running has been an impressive 
achievement. 

We are consulting on a city wide liquor ban until the 5th 
May.  I have some strong concerns around such a ban that 
include criminalising law abiding people, the effectiveness 
of such a ban and the disproportionate effect on young 
people.  On a related issue, continuing vandalism around Mt 
Victoria concerns me.  I will soon be organising a meeting 
with the Police and community to look at setting up a safer 
neighbourhood group.  Interested people can contact me at 
the number below.   

We are of course still waiting to hear about NZTA’s plans 
for the Basin.  I only hope that NZTA will take notice of 
some of the interesting alternatives that people have come 
up with.  For further information go to 
www.savethebasin.org.nz . 

Contact:me on 384-3382/021-227-8509 or at 
iona.pannett@wcc.govt.nz 

Iona Pannett 
Lambton Ward Councillor 

 
 

Innermost Gardens Workshop 
7pm Tuesday 11 May  
New Crossways 6 Roxburgh St 

Mt Victoria residents and gardening enthusiasts are invited 
to contribute to the creation a community garden at the 
Bandoliers site in the Town Belt at the top of Majoribanks 
St. The planning workshop to be held at New Crossways at 
7pm on Tuesday 11 May will consolidate the design and 
develop a community work plan for the garden. 

The workshop follows on from a weekend in April that 
began the design process for the garden using permaculture 
principles and developed practical, creative and sustainable 
ideas for the garden.  

Innermost Gardens Inc was established in 2006 in response 
to a need for migrant and refugee women to have more 
opportunities to participate in the Wellington community. 
The group brings people together from a variety of different 
backgrounds to learn more about gardening and each other. 
It has already established another community garden site at 
235 Adelaide Rd that is currently enjoying its first autumn 
harvest.  

The council has issued a licence to allow Innermost to use 
the two old bowling greens at the Bandoliers site. The 
group has already set up a small scale bio remediation trial 
to remove low level DDT contamination resulting from the 
past use as a bowling green. The licence does not give 
Innermost exclusive use of the clubroom and requires that 
the garden be open to the public and not be fenced. 

For more information, please contact 
innermostgardens@gmail.com or visit 
www.innermostgardens.org.nz  or find us on Facebook 

Mt Victoria Residents Assn:  
Heritage Rules Set To Change 

The Wellington City Council is finalising its consultation 
on an overhaul of the heritage rules contained in District 
Plan Change 72, which will see a significant alteration to 
the way heritage in inner city areas is managed. The plan 
change has much to recommend it, not least of which is a 
rationalisation of the patchwork quilt of rules that currently 
apply across Thorndon, Mt Victoria, Mt Cook and 
Newtown. 

However there still seems to be some scepticism from the 
Council on the value of heritage in Wellington. For 
instance, the preservation of streetscape is regarded as 
important, but the retention of other elevations (such as the 
rear of houses) is not – yet in some areas it is this view that 
is most obvious to people looking up to Mt Victoria from 
the city. 

And in some areas, the plan change will see a distinct 
loosening of controls, particularly around multi-unit 
developments. This is concerning given the long history of 
inappropriately sized developments in Mt Victoria, and the 
negative effects some of these large-scale apartment blocks 
have had on neighbouring properties. 

The Residents Association has been making submissions on 
the rule changes throughout the consultation period, and 
Council have been receptive to some of our suggestions. 
However time is running out to influence the process, so if 
you have a view on the heritage issues in our 
neighbourhood, please give our local Ward Councillors a 
call and let them know what you think. 

MVRA will be keeping an eye on developments. 

Kent Duston 
Acting President 
Mt Victoria Residents Association 
Email:  mvra@mtvictoria.org.nz  
 
Transition Towns Mt Victoria 
We will show the Ministry of the Environment DVD 
Balancing Acts on the question of living sustainably. Much 
of this short DVD was filmed with contributions from 
Wellington people and it contains many very useful ideas to 
help us live more sustainably. There will be time for further 
discussion. 

The meeting will be at New Crossways, 6 Roxburgh St, 
Tuesday 18 May, commencing 7:30 pm.  For further 
information contact Frank Cook on 027 6496508. 

And a reminder to contact Pat Hubbard, 384 2646, if you 
are interested either in sharing a part of your garden or in 
being the gardener, and if you have the end product of a 
Bokashi bucket to dispose of.  

 

Learn about other Faiths 

Many people in New Zealand come from a Christian 
background: this is an opportunity to meet people from 
other faith communities and visit their places of worship. 

This is an opportunity to learn about various faith 
communities in Wellington. On two Sunday afternoons, 16 
& 30 May, anyone who respects other peoples' faith and 
beliefs and wants to cultivate a sense of understanding and 
enquiry will be able to visit our local Hindu Temple, 
Muslim Mosque, Buddhist Temple and a Jewish Synagogue.  
To register, please phone 027 485 3128.  

Listen to Radio NZ Spectrum Sunday 9 May at noon 
(repeated on Thursdays at 7:30 pm).   

The Mt Victoria Newsletter is an Independent Publication supported by its sponsors and advertisers. It is not affiliated with any 
organisation.      Letters, feedback and comments welcome. C/- 8 Scarborough Tce.  Email: newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz 

Deadline for next newsletter: 18th of month Editorial: Patrick McCombs 385 1854. Advertising: Nicola Byrne 384 6076 

http://www.savethebasin.org.nz/
mailto:iona.pannett@wcc.govt.nz
http://www.innermostgardens.org.nz/
mailto:mvra@mtvictoria.org.nz


 4 

 

 

.  

 

 

 
 

A Special Mother’s Day  
Enjoy a 3 course lunch buffet  

featuring a traditional Sunday roast  

With all the trimmings in the One80° Restaurant  

Location: Copthorne Hotel, Level 7,  
100 Oriental Parade, Wellington 

For Reservations call One80° Restaurant  
on: 04 3850279 

or see a member of staff for details  

Offer Valid for Mother’s day only 9th May 2010  
from Noon – 3pm 

Entertainment for children available upon request 

Present this voucher to take advantage of this offer 

Not to be used in conjunction with any other offers or 
promotions 

 

 

 

- Varicose Vein treatment by laser or injection 

- Laser hair reduction 

- Cosmetic treatments 

- Liposculpture 

38 Roxburgh St, Mt Victoria.  Ph 939 1353 

 

Mt Victoria’s gem 

Wellington’s largest range of finials,  
fretwork & lacework, colonial mouldings,  

scotias, skirtings, balustrades & posts, 
verandah post moulds,  

post tops & cappings,  
T&G panelling 

Mouldings & Finishings Ltd  

39 Home St, Mt Victoria 
Ph: 385 7600 Fax: 385 7601 
www.mouldingsandfinishings.co.nz 

Announcing… a Property Manager who can  

Save you up to $1,500 in accounting fees! 
 

Our valued customers receive full professional property 
management for a fee of just 8% plus GST 

and we prepare their annual tax accounts for FREE! 
 

To find out more telephone Ross Millikin today on        
385-9112 or email rossm@managementhq.co.nz 

www.managementhq.co.nz 
 

We are proud to be a Mt Victoria based company 

LIBBY BEATTIE INTERIOR 
DESIGN 

 www.libbybeattie.com 
Intelligent interior design is the starting point 
for every well-loved living and working space. 

My bespoke interior design service usually 
begins with a site visit or an examination of 

your architectural plans. 

24 Elizabeth Street, Mount Victoria 
Ph  384 2815  Mob 0274 427 723 

 libby@libbybeattie.com 



 
A Wellington Institution Since 1883 

9am till 9pm $9 Jugs Everyday* 
 $2 Eggs everyday*  $10 Lunch Mon-Fri (12-2pm) 
 Wed- Free BBQ* Mon/Tues 2 for $20 mains  

Thurs/Fri- Relax and end your week the camby way 
Sat-Sport on telly & ice cold beer  

Sun- Roast Dinner only $11.90 

 Come join the best looking team in Wellington!  
28 Cambridge Tce, Wellington 
385 8829  *conditions apply 

Ambience 
 Your one stop shop for 

Mother 
Jewellery, candles, 
 flowering plants, 

wall art, Gift vouchers, 
and so much more! 

Free gift wrapping! 

14 Elizabeth Street, Mt Victoria  
(just off Kent Terr) www.ambienceplants.co.nz 
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prices 
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