
September 2010

Another Mt Victoria house to go?
Residents of Stafford St took their campaign to save 
a house in their street to a council resource consent 
hearing in the last week of August. A decision is 
expected soon.

As  pointed out in the residents  association’s 
submission, if allowed this would be the third house 
in 18 months  to be demolished with council 
approval.  At least, on this  occasion council officers 
have opened the process to a hearing, with rights  of 
objection and possible appeal given to a few  
neighbours. 

The house sits across the harbour end of the no-exit 
street off Port St near the top of Marjoribanks St. 
Facing the harbour view, the existing house has its 
back to the street. But from Courtenay Place and 
Waitangi Park the house contributes to the city 
backdrop that we all know and love. The demolition 
application has become a test of the new planning 
rule that gives weight to the contribution that a 
pre-1930s  building makes to more distant views as 
well as to the immediate streetscape.

To the disappointment of residents the report 
prepared for the hearing panel by council staff has 
dismissed the value of retaining the house for its 
contribution to views from the city or the street. The 
report did, however, find that the design of the 
proposed replacement building would impact 
unreasonably on the neighbours and, on that basis, 
recommended against approval being granted.

The district planning rules do not require that any 
consideration be given to the retention of houses to 
maintain the historic fabric of the neighbourhood. 
Such as  rule would be supported by the Mt Victoria 
Historical Society. Its  supporters  point out that 
houses built with native timber that is  no longer 
available cannot be replaced, even if efforts are 
made to ensure that the design of new houses  do 
not clash with the neighbours. They are just not the 
same.

While the district plan provides  that the costs to  
owners  of saving old buildings  can be weighed 
against the goal of avoiding demolition, neighbours 
expressed concern that the property had been 
allowed to decay over many years while the absent 
owners  were planning a replacement new house.  
Council staff did not recommend that an 
independent survey be required to assess  the cost 
of restoration before demolition because they did 
not believe the house warrants  protection under the 
plan.

Transitions Towns Mt Victoria
At the next Transition Towns  Mt!Victoria meeting!Donna 
Sherlock, WCC Waste Minimisation and Education 
Manager, will talk on recycling and resource 
conservation, beginning with a brief presentation on the 
state of play for Wellington's rubbish and recycling. She 
will also bring along a worm farm and discuss 
composting food waste for garden nutrition.!  For those 
with questions! she will share! her experiences on 
managing the issues associated with compost heaps.

Donna writes "that like many others, before I began my 
role I found worms  a bit icky -!  four years on I have a 
strong respect for these invertebrates  and thank them 
for their significant contribution to making garden ready 
plant food from any kitchen prep or food perishables.! I 
am a regular forager of nature found resources such as 
seaweed and leaf mulch which I transfer to my garden 
patch. Things like this save me time on the boring stuff 
(weeding and watering) and allow me more time for 
enjoyment."

The meeting will be at New Crossways, Roxburgh St, 
Tuesday! 21 September, commencing 7:30 pm.!  For 
further information contact Frank Cook on 027 
6496508.

Our group also reminds those interested in our offer to 
act as  facilitator to link up people in the area who have 
gardens they struggle to keep going with people who 
would like to garden. Contact Pat Hubbard 384 2646 if 
you are interested.
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September New Crossways calendar

Weekly classes Contacts

Feldenkrais Mon Tues 
6.00 

Weekly Sophie 021 332 780 sophie.dingemans@gmail.com 

Queer Tango Mon 7.00 Weekly messenger@queertangowellington.commessenger@queertangowellington.com 

Oasis Drop-in Wed 1.30 Weekly Josie 233 9697

Yoga Wed 5.30 Weekly Siobahn  s_bulfin@yahoo.co.nz 

Core Connexion - Dance Wed 7.00 Weekly Ingrid Kolle 
388 7939, 021 265 9027

info@coreconnexion.co.nz 

Waterfront Watch Thur 4.00Weekly Pauline Swann  472 8417 waterfrontwatch@xtra.co.nz 

Contact Improvisation 
Dance Jam

Thur 5.30 Weekly Sylvie Haisman

Babette Berroth

sylvie@sylviehaisman.com 

babetteberroth@web.de

Oasis Community Cafe Fri 8.00 Weekly Josie 233 9697

African Dancing Sun 10.00 Weekly Lorena Gonzalez lorena_ge@yahoo.es

Argentinean Tango Sun 7.30 Weekly Nina 973 9297, 021 0588 047 ninavanduynhoven@hotmail.com 

Meetings

Animal Rights Sun 1.30 5 Sept Mark Eden 021 0264 9406 poo1951@xtra.co.nz

Chile Earthquake Appeal  Sun 4.00 5 Sept lonco71@yahoo.co.nz

Mt Victoria Residents Ass Mon 7.30 6 Sept Kent Duston (021) 1536873  mvra@mtvictoria.org.nz

Spanish & Latin American 
Club

Tues  7.00 7 Sept Chantal  385 2367 Club 
español y latinoamericano

celw@xtra.co.nz 

Stress Management Sat, Sun 
10.00

11,12 Sept B Knox Ph 021 853 125 budhsamudra@madalbal.co.nz

Salsa Therapy Sat 8.30 11 Sept lily@salsatherapy.co.nz

Council Candidates Tue 7.30 14 Sept Kent Duston (021) 1536873  mvra@mtvictoria.org.nz

Womens Boarding Hse Wed 6.00 15 Sept

MVRA AGM & 
Mayoral Candidates

Thu 7.00 16 Sept Kent Duston (021) 1536873 mvra@mtvictoria.org.nz 

Transition Towns Tue 7.00 21 Sept Frank Cook Ph 938 9057 frank.c@clear.net.nz

Spring Time Spine Align 
Feldenkrais Method® Awareness Through Movement Lessons®
Regain your spring with a new 8 week course. Mondays and Tuesdays 6-7pm. Classes commence week beginning 
30 August  Please choose one class per week. New Crossways Community Centre, 6 Roxburgh St. $100. 
Individual lessons also available. Registrations essential. Ph: 021 332780 or sophie.dingemans@gmail.com
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Book  New Crossways, 6 Roxburgh St, for your party, meeting or work seminar. 
Phone: 385 6090      crossways@crossways.org.nz   

Rotary

Want to join our Local  Rotary Club? Community service, 
fun and fellowship at the Rotary Club of Courtenay 
Place.  We meet Friday lunchtimes.  Phone Wayne on 
021 1728 225 for more information.

Childcare Centre Places

One or two places available for children aged from 
1-5 years.  Centre open between 7.45 am and 5.30 
pm at 130 Adelaide Rd.
Enquiries welcome, e-mail wcccakids@gmail.com , 
Ph. 389 3409 or come in and visit.

Community Gardens

Innermost Gardens will be having a working bee at 
the Bandoliers Garden site on Sunday 26 September 
1-4pm. We will be building raised beds for growing 
vegetables. The gardens will need soil and compost. 
If anyone in Mt Victoria has some to spare, to please 
get in touch with innermostgardens@gmail.com

Unclassified Advertisements:
• Experienced babysitter available: I am a 28 year old 

university student, an ex-primary teacher, and am living 

with a local family. Ph: 3848541 and ask for Seik Nyan.
• Firewood: Available soon, cut to length.  Pickup in Mt 

Vic. Split yourself and store ready for next winter.  

Significant quantity. Ph 385 1854
• Dog Play Group: 2pm Last Saturday of the month.  Top 

of Marjoribanks St. 

Free 3-line ads to newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz   
or phone 384 6076



Stephanie Cook
In the 15 years I have had the honour and great 
pleasure of being a Lambton Ward councillor, Mt 
Victoria has often been the community that has lead 
the way. I well remember the early years of trying to 
protect Mt Victoria’s heritage and the battle to get 
council to agree on the demolition rule. Developers 
were decimating this charming suburb and hopefully 
the rule went a long way to 
putting a halt to that. 

Another way in which the Mt Vic 
community lead the way is in the 
planting many years ago of the 
wonderful olive trees. What a 
great idea and one which I am 
hoping to replicate across the city 
with my project Edible Wellington. 
This will see planting of edibles, 
fruit trees, berry bushes and 
herbs across the public spaces in 
the city. How lovely it would be to 
wander around the city picking fruit 
or some herbs for dinner. With Wellington’s 
challenging topography and weather not everyone can 
grow a variety of yummy things to eat.

Mt Vic has certainly seen its share of battles with the 
sadly lost battle for Crossways. I have spent many 
pleasant hours in meetings at Crossways and it was 
very sad to see it lost to the community. But Mt Vic 
residents rallied and you now have a great new 
community centre. 

The current battle is over the Pirie St bus tunnel. 
Hopefully, by the time this goes to print we will have 
found a resolution that works for all involved, 
especially the Pirie St residents. If not, you can count 
on me to continue the battle on your behalf.  

Ian McKinnon
Jenny and I are pleased to live in Lambton where we 
also both work and walk. I have always accepted that 
a key responsibility of a Councillor is responding to the 
concerns of all residents: assisting individuals, 
community organisations and businesses, and doing 
so by being accessible and approachable - this will 
continue. I believe that residents are entitled to be 
heard and to live in a safe, clean environment and that 
councillors are there to serve for the full 3 years.

It is important that the city achieves the balance of 
developing on a sound basis while also holding costs. 
Wellington has an increasing population, particularly 
the CBD and immediate suburbs such as Mt Victoria. 
As a councillor I will continue to emphasise the quality 
of our way of life, the effectiveness of our 
infrastructure and the sustainability of our natural 
resources, and for the social and economic factors 
which ensure our well being.

There are specific issues relating to Mt Victoria: while 
it has advantages of being close to the CBD, matters 
such as alcohol abuse, rubbish and graffiti (‘property 
vandalism’) must be constantly addressed, 
approaches to all modes of transport must be realistic 
while recognising the importance of safety, and in the 
city as a whole there must be opportunities for 
meaningful employment and recreation. Also of course 
- confidence in the engagement processes with 
Council.

I am completing my second term as a councillor. I 
believe my background in senior management and 
governance has served me well in understanding 
Council processes and the role of Councillors. This 
has been recognised in the Council positions I hold. I 
would value the honour of serving for another term.

Iona Pannett 
It has been a privilege to represent our suburb on the 
City Council for the last thee years.  Living in Caroline 
Street with my partner Allen, our child Oliver and two 
dogs, we love being close to the city and all it offers 
whilst living in the supportive and thriving community 
of Mt Victoria.  

I have been proud to have been 
one of the leaders in the 
campaign to save the old 
Crossways both on and off 
Council, to work towards 
increased funding for the new 
community centre in Roxburgh 
Street, to lead the campaign 
against the Basin Reserve 
flyover, to oppose the expanded 
brothel in Pirie Street and to set 
up a dog group for Mt Vic dog 
owners amongst other work.  

There is still much to do, however – ensure there is a 
proper heritage audit for Mt Victoria, stop the flyover, 
ensure continued Council support for Crossways, help 
find a suitable location for the crèche and to make 
sure that Mt Victoria is a safe place for pedestrians 
and cyclists, particularly the children in the suburb.  I 
ask for your support to continue this work in the 
upcoming local body elections. Voting opens on 17 
September, with voting papers to be returned by 9 
October.

Kerry Prendergast
Wellington has grown continuously during my 
Mayoralty. Our tourism numbers have risen, and will 
continue to rise above the New Zealand average. 
Economic development has created more jobs and 
investment in our city has increased. Over $300 
million has been invested in our infrastructure, 
enabling us to build new bus lanes and improve storm 

water systems. 

A world-class indoor 
sports centre is being 
constructed, and will join 
our superb attractions 
like the Zoo, Zealandia 
and more. Our creative 
and innovation sectors 
are flourishing. 
Wellingtonians have an 
absolutely positively can-
do attitude and I’m very 
proud to champion that 
spirit! But our city is at a 
crossroads. Auckland’s 
Super City threatens to 
divert Wellington onto a 
slow track, turning it into 
a poor relation. Strong 
proven trusted leadership is vital for Wellington’s 
continued growth. I ask you to support me, and allow 
me to continue for three more years as your Mayor.

The Newsletter invited the three sitting councillors 
representing the inner city Lambton Ward, and the sittng 

mayor, to provide a message to Mt Victoria residents 
ahead of the elections that open later this month.  All four 

have shown real interest in our area, supporting 
community groups, attending events at New Crossways 

including the fair, and seeing through planning changes 
intended to protect the residential nature of the 
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Designer fashion sale

Haute Couture

Comes  to

Ambience
For 2 days only 

Fri & Sat, September 3rd & 4th

Direct from the buyer to you at 
Fashionably fabulous prices!

14 Elizabeth St, Mt Victoria
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A Wellington Institution Since 1883
9am till 9pm $9 Jugs Everyday*

 $2 Eggs everyday*  $10 Lunch Mon-Fri (12-2pm)
 Wed- Free BBQ* Mon/Tues 2 for $20 mains 

Thurs/Fri- Relax and end your week the camby way
Sat-Sport on telly & ice cold beer 

Sun- Roast Dinner only $11.90

 Come join the best looking team in Wellington! 
28 Cambridge Tce, Wellington
385 8829  *conditions apply
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- Varicose Vein treatment by laser or 
injection

- Laser hair reduction

- Cosmetic treatments

-Liposculpture
38 Roxburgh St, Mt Victoria.  Ph 939 1353
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