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Civil Defence in Mt Victoria
The Mt Victoria Civil Defence group hopes more people 

will it join following Canterbury’s devastating earthquake.

“We need more volunteers to prepare for the big one 

because unfortunately in this town it is only a matter of 

time,” Georgina Kirk the groups’ coordinator said.

“During a major disaster the suburb will initially be on its 

own and how well we prepare for it is vital,” she said.

“For example, our water comes from Te Marua beyond 

Upper Hutt and has to cross six fault lines. Badly smashed 

underground pipes could see Wellingtonians without water 

for a long periods – possibly months,” she said.

The local civil defence centre is based at Clyde Quay 

School in Elizabeth Street. It will meet at the school at 

7pm on 19 October. All are welcome.

Civil Defence members have filled a cargo container at the 

school with water and other vital supplies. They meet 

once a month for training in such things as first aid, CB 

radio skills, and damage and injury reporting. 

Georgina says key things can be learnt from the 

Canterbury earthquake:

•  a significant number of households still don’t have 

emergency kits of water, food and cooking facilities (see 

the list of things you should have on the inside back 

page of the Yellow Pages)

• things such as high bookcases should be screwed to 

walls, don’t stack heavy things up high. If it can hurt 

you, secure it

• make sure you know where your civil defence centre is 

(Clyde Quay School) - you can get emergency help 

there

• some people are seriously under-insured in house and 

contents insurance

• you can’t rely on cell phones. Even if they survive, 

batteries in the cell tower don’t last many days

• liquefaction will be a major problem in Wellington 

because of its reclaimed land – especially in Courtenay 

Place and up to the Basin Reserve

• suburbs with good volunteer civil defence groups cope 

the best.

Contacts:

Georgina Kirk  mtviccd@hotmail.com

Bill Southworth crossways@crossways.org.nz Ph: 385 6090

Reflections on disasters
Fact: 90% of people helped in the first hour following a 

disaster are rescued by their neighbours. The Number 1 thing 

you can do to ensure your survival is to get to know people in 

your street. 

Because 60% of households in Mt Victoria are rented it can 

be difficult to keep up with their comings and goings next 

door. But if the Big One hits we are going to be so grateful to 

have all those young people around to help. So if you are a 

flatter, and get through OK, please plan to bang on some 

doors to check that your neighbours are alright or if you can 

do anything to help. Then we will all be into sharing – anyone 

got a can opener?

• Even if the power goes off the phone lines can keep 

working. Do you have at least one simple phone that plugs 

straight into the phone jack without a power supply? If not, 

go to the Warehouse and buy one to keep in the emergency 

kit

• Cellphones may keep working but can you recharge the 

battery from your car or laptop?

• Local shops may be open but without EFTPOS or ATM facilities.  

Keep a bag of coins and small notes in your kit.

• If you are taking regular medicine or Pills, keep a supply in 

your workplace in case you are stuck there

• Know how to turn off your water, gas & electricity.  Put some 

basic tools in your kit if you will need them.

• If you leave your house after a disaster put a note on the 

door to let people know that you are OK and where you 

have gone. Have paper, pencil and tape in your kit. 

Following the earthquake wake-up call, 

many people resolved to get their kit sorted –

 but have you done it yet? 

Mt Victoria Historical Society AGM 
followed by a talk by

John Sullivan, Photographic Curator at the 
Alexander Turnbull Library

Wellington Photographers

Sunday, 10 October 4.30pm New Crossways
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October New Crossways calendar

Weekly classes Contacts

Feldenkrais Mon Tues 
6.00 

Weekly Sophie 021 332 780 sophie.dingemans@gmail.com 

Queer Tango Mon 7.00 Weekly messenger@queertangowellington.commessenger@queertangowellington.com 

Oasis Drop-in Wed 1.30 Weekly Josie 233 9697

Yoga Wed 5.30 Weekly Siobahn  s_bulfin@yahoo.co.nz 

Core Connexion - Dance Wed 7.00 Weekly Ingrid Kolle 
388 7939, 021 265 9027

info@coreconnexion.co.nz 

Contact Improvisation 
Dance Jam

Thur 5.15  
- 7.15 

Weekly Sylvie Haisman

Babette Berroth

sylvie@sylviehaisman.com 

babetteberroth@web.de

Tango Class Fri 6.00 Weekly Neville Waisbrod neville@tamik.co.nz

Oasis Community Cafe Fri 8.00 Weekly Josie 233 9697

African Dancing Sun 10.00 Weekly Lorena Gonzalez lorena_ge@yahoo.es

Argentinean Tango Sun 7.30 Weekly Nina 973 9297, 021 0588 047 ninavanduynhoven@hotmail.com 

Meetings

Chile Travel Presentation  Sun 4.00 28 Sept summervibe@gmail.com

Animal Rights Sun 1.30 3 & 31 Oct Mark Eden 021 0264 9406 poo1951@xtra.co.nz

MVRA  AGM Thurs 7.30 4 Oct Kent Duston (021) 1536873  mvra@mtvictoria.org.nz

Spanish & Latin American 
Club

Tues  7.00 5 Oct Chantal  385 2367 Club 
español y latinoamericano

celw@xtra.co.nz 

Mt Victoria Historical Soc. Thu 7.30 7 Oct Jo Newman  mvra@mtvictoria.org.nz 

Transition Towns Tue 7.00 19 Oct Frank Cook Ph 938 9057 frank.c@clear.net.nz

Clyde Quay School fair

Come and support our local school in the city. 
There will be lots to do, see, eat and buy. 
Start thinking now about all those spring 

cleaning things that you will be able to donate to 
the fair. And the Christmas presents you will be 

able to buy.

Ikebana Classes 
Japanese flower arranging – with 
Helen Wareham, qualified 
Sogetsu School teacher. Spring 
term starts 13 October, $120 for 
8 weeks, Armour Avenue, Mount 
Victoria. Ph Helen 970 9573 or 
email 
warehams@paradise.net.nz

Community Gardens
Innermost Gardens will be having a working bee on 
Sunday 17 October 1-4pm at the Bandoliers 
Garden site at the top of Majoribanks St. We will be 
doing a spring vege planting.  Please get in touch 
with Grace at innermostgardens@gmail.com

Transition Towns
The!next Transition Towns Mt!Victoria meeting!will 
include a viewing of mathematician Dr John 
Robinson's 'Conversation with Noel Cheer'. This is 
30 minutes long and concerns!the impact of issues 
of climate change,!peak oil!and the continued 
growth of human population!on our!world 
and!society in general.

The meeting will be at New Crossways, Roxburgh 
St, Tuesday!19 October, commencing 7:30 pm.! For 
further information contact Frank Cook on 027 649 
6508.

Unclassified Advertisements:
• Experienced babysitter available:  28 year old 

university student. Ph: 3848541
• Housesitter available from 31 October, phone 

Jane 021-040-1206. 
• Babysitter:  Post grad primary teacher, 21 female 

available for babysitting. Plenty of experience. 

Phone/text 027 313 4860
• Mac computer training wanted: PC migrant 

wants advanced help with Pages, Mail, LAN. Ph 

385 1854

Free 3-line ads to 
newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz   
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Book  New Crossways, 6 Roxburgh St, for your party, meeting or work seminar. 

Phone: 385 6090      crossways@crossways.org.nz   
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MVRA thoughts on heritage
The recent decision to allow the demolition of 2 
Stafford Street is another unwelcome loss to the 
heritage of our neighbourhood. Following the granting 
of this and another consent approval to demolish 6 
Macfarlane St, the Residents Association met with 
senior planners to express our concern about the 
inconsistency in the way officers were interpreting the 
District Plan rules. We noted that a huge range of 
homes had been approved for demolition over the last 
15 years, and it seems beyond belief that none of 
them were regarded as making a positive contribution 
to the streetscape of Mt Victoria. While the planners 
listened to our point of view, it's clear that there is a 
strong view in Council that favours demolition over 
renovation. And this issue is not restricted to Mt 
Victoria - a recent article in the DominionPost 
expressed a similar concern over a row of turn-of-
the-century shops in Willis Street that were being 
replaced with a temporary structure of (apparently) 
little architectural merit, with the blessings of the 
Council's planners.

It's interesting to contrast the current debate in 
Christchurch over how best to retain their heritage 
buildings after the earthquake with the pro-demolition 
stance of the Wellington City Council. Based on the 
evidence, there seems little danger of Wellington 
needing the same level of debate, as the responsible 
Council officers will have rubber-stamped the 
destruction of most of our heritage within a few more 
decades. And it would be a tragedy if our 
neighbourhood and our city ended up 
indistinguishable from any other piece of bland 
suburbia due to the short-sighted decisions of 
planners.

It will be good to see as many residents as possible at 
the MVRA Annual General Meeting on Monday 4 
October 7:30pm New Crossways. If you would like to 
join MVRA or to stand for the committee, please call 
me on 384 9297

Kent Duston

President, MVRA

Update: 
Demolition approved for 2 Stafford St
The person appointed by the council to decide the fate 
of 2 Stafford St has approved its demolition to allow a 
new house to be built in its place. While quoting the 
recent change to the district plan which has a “strong 
presumption against demolition of pre-1930 buildings 
unless analysis indicates that the existing building 
makes little contribution to valued aspects of 
townscape character”, the commissioner found that 
the house was of “limited” townscape value. The 
amendment had introduced consideration of distant 
views in addition to a building’s appearance from its 
front gate.

Neighbours and the Mt Victoria Residents Association 
had told the hearing that if demolition of this cottage 
could be approved under the plan, “almost no building 
in Mt Victoria would qualify as contributing to 
townscape”. The commissioner thought this was an 
absolute interpretation and suggested that if this 
house was seen to make a “positive contribution to the 
streetscape or townscape” then no pre-1930 building 
in Mt Victoria would qualify for demolition. He felt 
each situation needed to be considered on its merits.

Although council staff say that some owners who 
enquire about demolition are persuaded not to go 
ahead, the fact is that the council has never yet 
declined an application lodged for permission to 
demolish a house in Mt Victoria.

Editorial:

Elections
Residents will have received their voting forms. Based 
on previous elections, only about half will send them 
back. “Apathy” is often blamed for the low 
participation rate, but it is not that easy.

Reading down the lists of names, you might recognise 
a few that you could support.  But people sneer at 
voting purely on “name recognition”. You might even 
have met a local councillor at the Crossways Mt 
Victoria fair. But how can you know if they are any 
good or not. At least in national elections you can 
support a party’s policies, or their leader.  But on the 
city council, the regional council or the health board 
you are just voting for a bunch of individuals, none of 
whom can be held to account because they are not in 
any position to deliver on any pet ideas they may have. 

So you are being asked to vote for sensible people who 
you hope will run the city sensibly over the next three 
years, and make sensible decisions on issues as they 
arise. Good luck. Perhaps you want to support 
councillors who are team players rather than mavericks 
or wreckers. But how would you know, given the lack 
of reporting on council business.

Perhaps you want to support someone who thinks big 
and gets things done – like a sports stadium, 
aquarium, sanctuary, waterfront hotel or World Cup 
party venue. But apart from a mayor leading from the 
front, who would know or remember which councillors 
voted for what. Or know what the effect on our rates 
would be. And how could you possibly know whether a 
new candidate would be better than one we already 
have. Some candidates think small and worry about 
your rates, but they don’t get much support. 
Meanwhile others build their dreams by borrowing. But 
who worries about that?

Everyone says they are in favour of light rail trams, but 
if enthusiasts won’t accept that it is unaffordable you 
can always call for a report rather reject the idea 
outright. Or suggest that the government should pay. 
And everyone seems to be green and carbon neutral 
and promises to keep the rates down (at least for 
businesses).

But if you disagree with a councillor’s views you 
discover that they live in Tawa and you cannot vote 
against them because they are in a different ward. At 
least under MMP everyone in the country has an equal 
vote for which government we will get.

So what about the big questions that affect us? The 
city council last month signed off changes to the 
district plan covering what we can build Mt Victoria. So 
whether you wanted to vote for someone who would 
protect our heritage or one who would sweep away red 
tape, you are too late – even if you could tell the good 
guys from the badies. And as for voting for or against 
transforming the Wellington region into a Super City, 
the mayors will be releasing a report on that a month 
after the election.  No-one knows where the 
candidates stand. But the mayors say they will consult 
the public to see what we think. Yeah right.
Editor
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Stock up on your pots & plants 

before GST goes up!

Ambienc e
Retail gallery open 7 days

10-5 Mon - Sat  11-4 Sunday's

Interior & Exterior Landscaping
Corporate leasing & purchase
14 Elizabeth St., Mt Victoria

(just off Kent Tce, look for Queen Vic. Statue)

Ph: 384 6076 or 021 845 979 
www.ambienceplants.co.nz
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A Wellington Institution Since 1883
9am till 9pm $9 Jugs Everyday*

 $2 Eggs everyday*  $10 Lunch Mon-Fri (12-2pm)
 Wed- Free BBQ* Mon/Tues 2 for $20 mains 

Thurs/Fri- Relax and end your week the camby way
Sat-Sport on telly & ice cold beer 

Sun- Roast Dinner only $11.90

 Come join the best looking team in Wellington! 
28 Cambridge Tce, Wellington
385 8829  *conditions apply

-Varicose Vein treatment by laser or 
injection

-Laser hair reduction

-Cosmetic treatments

-Liposculpture
38 Roxburgh St, Mt Victoria.  Ph 939 1353
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