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Wellington a Super City?
What are the implications for Mt Victoria of whatever 
the government has in mind for reorganising local 
government in Wellington? We are possibly next in line 
for regional amalgamation like Auckland, with a single 
council covering the Hutt Valley, Porirua and Kapiti. 
While no-one wants to bring back the old borough 
councils, rationalising local representation can be 
taken too far. Many residents have experienced the 
benefit of having a local councillor to represent their 
values and priorities.
Mayors from throughout the region are trying to 
counter the government’s looming agenda. Their 
strategy has been conciliatory and low-key, fearing 
they will be swept away if they do not buy into the 
issue. Some have proposed sharing regional services 
like roading & transport, water & sewerage, rubbish, 
CD, libraries, economic and tourism promotion, and 
building inspectors. The existing councils could 
remain for parking, town planning and parks. It 
sounds reasonable, but the mayors are being accused 
of only protecting their fiefdoms. The smaller councils 
are frightened of Wellington City’s liability for leaky 
buildings. 
Unless the government can be persuaded to agree to a 
compromise we could soon lose our elected city 
council, even by the next election set for 2013. 
Community boards have proven a weak alternative, 
unless your concern is dogs running in the local park. 
Supporters of rationalisation have set up a website to 
promote debate www.issues.co.nz/onewellington.  
That it still features Kerry Prendergast as the Mayor of 
Wellington is reflective of the success it has achieved. 
We need better leadership that we can support to keep 
our local representative government.

Overeaters Anonymous Public Meeting
Is food a problem for you or someone you know? 
Overeaters Anonymous is an international fellowship 
of individuals who share the common problems of 
compulsive eating, including anorexia, bulimia, 
obesity and overeating. We are holding a public 
meeting at 10am on Saturday 28 May at the Quaker 
meeting house, 7 Moncrieff St, Mt Victoria.
For more information, please come to the public 
meeting, write to us at PO Box 5332 Wellington, or 
phone 384 8821.

Editorial
Last month’s Newsletter story about early morning 
rubbish collections was picked up by the Wellingtonian 
newspaper which subsequently published a letter that 
suggested it was time Mt Victoria residents who 
complained about the commercial brothel or night-
time rubbish collections should “realise they live in the 
inner city”. They were compared to Courtenay Place 
apartment dwellers objecting to bar noise.
The Newsletter makes no apology for campaigning to 
protect our neighbourhood from activities that 
threaten its residential values. Mt Victoria is not “inner 
city”.   Under the town plan it is zoned “inner 
residential” where building heights are limited to two 
storeys, businesses are not allowed except “work from 
home”, and bylaws limit significant noise before 7am. 
Mt Victoria’s visual character is protected by a 
planning rule designed to prevent older houses being 
demolished or their appearance modernised, and by 
design contols on multi-unit developments.
It is no accident that Wellington’s inner 
neighbourhoods are such nice places to live, and 
command premium house prices. Starting from the 
1970s the Mt Victoria Residents Association, later 
joined by the Friends of the Town Belt and the Mt 
Victoria Historical Society, together with residents in 
Aro Valley and Thorndon, have fought a good fight to 
retain the residential character of our inner 
neighbourhoods. Indeed, this Newsletter has its 
origins in a campaign 35 years ago that stopped any 
more tall buildings, like the Melksham Tower flats on 
the corner of Brougham and Ellis streets, being built in 
Mt Victoria.  
Mt Victoria would be a much less attractive place to 
live if its shape had been left to unguided market 
forces.  If it had, we would now have multi-storey 
apartment buildings in every block and every second 
house would have been converted into offices.  In the 
1970s, converting a house in Mt Victoria was cheaper 
than renting an office in the CBD;  that this is no 
longer the case reflects the value that has been 
created by the numerous civic-minded residents over 
the years who have given their time and energy to 
protect the residential nature of our neighbourhood, 
and to ensure that it is the best place in Wellington to 
live. They deserve our recognition and thanks.

Patrick McCombs     .
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New Crossways calendar: May
Weekly classes Weekly classes Weekly classes ContactsContacts
Feldenkrais Mon 6.00

Tues 6.00
Weekly 

from 9 May
Sue Field 0274667123 4997255 Sarah McCallum 021996709Sue Field 0274667123 4997255 Sarah McCallum 021996709

Queer Tango Mon 7.00 Weekly messenger@queertangowellington.com messenger@queertangowellington.com 

Yoga Wed 5.30 Weekly Siobhan Bulfin 021 510 669 s_bulfin@yahoo.co.nz 

Core Connexion - Dance Wed 7.00 Weekly Ingrid Kolle 388 7939 info@coreconnexion.co.nz 

Contact Improvisation 
Dance Jam

Thur 5.30 Weekly Babette Berroth babetteberroth@web.de

Aruande Capoeira Thurs 7.30 Weekly Olive Moynihan 027 654 8094 perereoli@hotmail.com

Oasis Community Cafe Fri 8.00 Weekly Josie 233 9697

Argentinean Tango Sun 7.30 Weekly Nina 973 9297, 021 0588 047 ninavanduynhoven@hotmail.com 

MeetingsMeetingsMeetings
Animal Rights Sun 1.30 1 May Mark Eden 021 0264 9406 poo1951@xtra.co.nz

Spanish Club Thurs 7.00 10 May celw@xtra.co.nz

Sea Shepherd Tue 7.00 17 May Lisa Baines 027 286 8642

Traffic solution or tunnel vision?
The government’s roading authority NZTA is preparing 
to release its plans for dealing with traffic congestion 
at the Basin Reserve. They are expected to propose a 
flyover and second tunnel. While most Mt Victoria 
residents would not be affected by the new roads, near 
the Basin Reserve the impact would be severe. 
The plans are likely to show the whole line of historic 
houses in Paterson St, from St Josephs Catholic church 
to the tunnel, demolished and excavated for the new 
portal, while properties at the bottom of Ellis St 
including Regional Wines, and in Moir St below 
Brougham St, would have traffic flying past their 
windows on an enormous overbridge. The Mt Victoria 
Residents Association will be doing what it can to 
protect these residents.
NZTA is being required to implement the government’s 
policy to upgrade roads selected by National ministers 
regardless of their economic benefit, so cost-benefit 
arguments are falling on deaf ears. The problem for 
homeowners affected by roading proposals is that 
there are far more people who don’t live here and who 
will be prepared to vote for getting to the airport a few 
minutes faster. Even on the Wellington City Council, 
the local councillors (and the Mayor) who would want 
to protect Mt Victoria are outvoted by councillors from 
other wards.
This Newsletter has campaigned for proper 
consultation with everyone affected. NZTA should be 
talking with local residents, motorists, businesses and 
the Basin Reserve Trustees as part of the design 
process. Instead their thinking is all in private, no 
doubt under the direction of the Minister. 
Some people think that if the government is offering to 
spend $2b in Wellington it should be welcomed 
regardless. Others think that it should be spent on 
building a light rail system for the future not more 
roads for the past. Or perhaps it should be used to 
rebuild Christchurch.
Visit: www.nzta.govt.nz/projects/basin-reserve
www.savethebasin.org.nz

Innermost Gardens- 
Community Meeting 16 May at Bandoliers
It’s been a successful summer up at the garden. 
Our vegetables are growing well. This season 
amongst other things we had a bumper crop of 
pumpkins, kamo kamo and potatoes, plus some 
beautiful savoy cabbages.
One of the greatest things is that increasing 
numbers of people are coming to the gardens and 
asking how Innermost Gardens works and if they 
can come along.
We have a gardening day on the third Sunday of 
each month from 1-4pm.  However we would like to 
see if there is a time that would suit better, or work 
out other ways to enable people to get involved.
If you are interested in Innermost Gardens and 
being involved, please come along to a community 
meeting on Monday the 16 May from 6:30-8pm up 
at the Charles Plimmer House in the Bandoliers site 
at the top of Majoribanks St.
If you haven’t made it up there yet, you are 
welcome to visit the gardens at any time and check 
out what has been growing!
Visit www.innermostgardens.org.nz or find us on 
Facebook for more information.

Unclassified Advertisements:
• Ikebana Classes – Japanese flower arranging – 

with Helen Wareham, qualified Sogetsu School 
teacher. Autumn term starts 18 May, $120 for 8 
weeks, Armour Avenue, Mt Victoria. Ph Helen 
970 9573 or email warehams@paradise.net.nz 

• Babysitter available: 21yo with early childhood 
teaching degree, available evenings and weekends. 
Email barber_sd@hotmail.com or ph 027 355 9639

• Babysitter/Nanny/cleaner:  Woman looking for 
part time/casual work! I don’t mind cleaning or 
babysitting.  I'm available throughout the day and 
on weekends.  Please phone 021 0234 1313.
Free 3-line ads to newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz   
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Book  New Crossways, 6 Roxburgh St, for your party, meeting or work seminar. 
Phone: 385 6090      crossways@crossways.org.nz   
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Councillor Stephanie Cook
The issue of major roading projects is guaranteed to 
bring out strong feelings in people, and rightly so. 
Such projects have an enormous effect on our city and 
can often directly impact on peoples lives. Therefore it 
is vital that proper and informed consultation takes 
place. Such consultation has certainly not taken place 
on the most recent issues to date and yet we (the 
Council) are being pressured to take a stance without 
even knowing exactly what we are supporting - or not 
- and without the public having an opportunity to have 
its say.
Such a process is at best undemocratic and at worst 
contrary to any notion of natural justice. Those 
councillors who have forced a debate on this at this 
time must be regarded as either extremely naive or 
politically motivated. Proposals such as twinning the 
tunnel, or a basin reserve flyover with appalling 
Benefit/Cost ratios cannot simply happen without 
serious debate about what the public want for the 
future of our city.
I was active in opposing the bypass, now known as 
Karo Drive and I make no appologies for that. The new 
road has caused major traffic disruption, significant 
diversion of traffic onto roads that are not designed to 
handle such amounts of traffic and has caused urban 
blight in the area. It has also reached peak capacity at 
the most important times. All in all, a complete folly 
and now more 60's roading projects are proposed. In 
the words of that good old Simon and Garfield (I think) 
song "When will they ever learn?"
Kind regards,
Cr Stephanie Cook

Transition Town Mt Victoria
May Meeting: 7.30pm Tuesday 10 May
The April meeting heard from Greater Wellington 
Regional Councillors Paul Bruce and Daran Ponter 
on Greater Wellington's Draft Annual Plan, for which 
submissions were due to close at the end of April. This 
meant deferring the discussion on herbicides and 
pesticides to the May meeting, to be held at New 
Crossways, Roxburgh St, at 7.30pm on Tuesday 
10 May. There we will discuss practical ideas, 
strategies and effective alternatives around the issue of 
herbicides and pesticides. All are welcome to come 
and share ideas and experience.
Contact Frank Cook, 027 649 6508 for further 
information.
A reminder too of our offer to act as facilitator to link 
up those with gardens they would like to share with 
people who would like to garden.

Any resident who would like to provide an article 
for the Newsletter, write a letter to the Editor, or
  join the production team is invited to contact 
the editor.   Email  newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz 

or phone 385 1854

Bin there; done that
The first recycling collection using the new system will 
be on Thursday 19 May. The new yellow wheelie bin or 
plastic recycling bag should be put out filled with your 
paper, cans and plastic. The standard yellow rubbish 
bag goes out too.
The following week, glass should be put out in the old 
green bin, along with the rubbish bag.
The council phones were running hot with questions 
about the delivery of the yellow wheelie bins. Across 
the city many households that had received a letter a 
few months ago saying they would be allocated a bin 
and given a chance to ask instead for bags, discovered 
that the council had changed its mind but had not let 
them know. After the letters had been sent out the 
council reassessed all properties and streets. For 
thousands of houses it decided to cancel the bins and 
deliver bags instead. The Newsletter has been told that 
follow-up letters were not sent out because they would 
“antagonise” people who would prefer wheelie bins. 
There will be a chance to ask for a change after a few 
months’ experience, but there is no guarantee that the 
council will agree to provide a bin.
The council has had to be concerned with whether 
streets can accommodate the trucks and whether the 
bins would block narrow footpaths. There is still a 
serious worry that the trucks will snarl traffic as they 
stop to empty bins and move forward to the next 
address. Watch out for traffic jams on Thursday 
mornings.

Parent Help Inc
Parent Help Wellington offers a free 24/7 helpline for 
confidential advice and support around parenting 
issues, as well as counselling and family therapy, 
educational resources and programmes. Parent Help 
will be running a public event at Capital E on Sunday 
15 May, 2-4pm. Children from local schools will be 
creating works of art using clothes pegs (representing 
Parenting Educational Guidelines) which will be judged 
by Daniel Falconer (Designer at WETA Digital) and 
Tanya Marriott (WOW Designer).
Parent Help has volunteering opportunities for 
telephone support workers. It is an opportunity to do 
something interesting, engaging, and highly 
rewarding. Parent Help offers full training and a 
supportive environment. Prospective volunteers can 
email lee@parenthelp.org.nz or call 802 5767. Check 
www.parenthelp.org.nz 

Local raising funds for cancer
My name is Ali McCabe and I am taking part in a 
FunRazor, a fundraiser in which I will shave my hair for 
child cancer. 
My grandfather passed away with cancer a few years 
back. He lived in Wanganui, and was always looking 
after children around the neighbourhood. I know that 
he would support my efforts in raising funds for child 
cancer, and this is also a great way to keep his 
memory alive. 
I am aiming to raise $2500 for Child Cancer, and need 
to spread the word about this in order to raise that 
amount of money. There is a website where people can 
donate online or I can be contacted directly for other 
donations. I am not asking for a huge donation, but 
every dollar counts.
Visit www.fundraiseonline.co.nz/AliMcCabe/   
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- Varicose Vein treatment by laser or 
injection 
- Laser hair reduction 
- Cosmetic treatments 
- Liposculpture 

38 Roxburgh St, Mt Victoria.  Ph 939 1353 
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18yrs Specialist Experience 
INSIDE & OUTSIDE – BIG OR SMALL 

VERY COMPETITIVE RATES 
10% Discount if you refer to this advert 
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