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This Newsletter (which is independent, and not part of 
the Residents Association) has never expressed any 
view on the flyover. We have, however, been critical of 
NZTA’s approach to consultation, particularly their 
failure to be open about their ideas and to engage 
with residents and other stakeholders before seeking 
feedback on very limited choices. While it is pleasing 
that they are now looking at the feasibility and cost of 
Option X, NZTA and its predecessors have had 25 
years to develop and test alternatives. Why do they not 
publish all their ideas with the reasons they were 
rejected on their website? Then we could see why a 
flyover is considered the best option. Or at least it was 
before Option X was suggested. And why are they not 
going to release the submissions until next year? Why 
wait?

Buckle St emerges behind the Vance grandstand.

NZTA, the government roading agency, has agreed to 
look seriously at Option X, an alternative Basin Reserve 
roading proposal put forward by the Architectural 
Centre. The option was favoured by a third of the 
submissions received on NZTA’s proposal.
Option X would eliminate the proposed flyover linking 
Buckle St to the Mt Victoria tunnel. Instead, Buckle St 
would be trenched past the Carillon so that traffic to 
and from Newtown can cross above it at the back of 
the existing grandstand. Buckle St would emerge at 
Kent Tce at the level of the existing road and continue 
around the Basin to carry traffic to and from the 
tunnel. The road around the Basin linking the tunnel to 
Adelaide Rd would be closed and planted as a park 
with driveway access to the schools and Government 
House.
Following the public meeting held at St Joseph’s 
Church, the Mt Victoria Residents Assn has endorsed 
Option X. Option X is an alternative to the proposed 
flyover. It does not address the impacts of a second 
tunnel or the widening of Ruahine St.
Construction of the flyover is planned to start in the 
next two years while any new tunnel would follow the 
completion of Transmission Gully scheduled for 2021.
NZTA’s plans show that the excavation and approach 
road to a second tunnel would remove 13 houses and 
a block of flats between Brougham St and Austin St. A 
further 15 houses and an apartment building in Austin 
Tce and at the top of Ellice St are shown as being 
“affected during the construction of the tunnel”. 
Brougham St would be a dead end at St Joseph’s 
Church, and there would be no exit from the bottom 
of Ellice St.

Mt Victoria Residents Assn 

Annual General Meeting
New Crossways, 6 Roxburgh St 

7.30pm Tues 4 October
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New Crossways calendar: June
Weekly classes Weekly classes Weekly classes ContactsContacts
Queer Tango Mon 7.00 Weekly messenger@queertangowellington.com messenger@queertangowellington.com 

Oasis Drop-in Wed 1.30 Weekly Josie 233 9697

Yoga Wed 5.30 Weekly Siobhan Bulfin 021 510 669 s_bulfin@yahoo.co.nz 

Core Connexion - Dance Wed 7.00 Weekly Ingrid Kolle 388 7939 ikolle@xtra.co.nz

Contact Improvisation 
Dance Jam

Thur 5.30 Weekly Babette Berroth babetteberroth@web.de

Aruande Capoeira Thurs 7.30 Weekly Olive Moynihan 027 654 8094 perereoli@hotmail.com

Taekwon-Do Club Fri 6.00 Weekly david.burr14@gmail.com 

Oasis Community Cafe Fri 8.00 Weekly Josie 233 9697

Argentinean Tango Sun 7.30 Weekly Nina 973 9297, 021 0588 047 ninavanduynhoven@hotmail.com 

Feldenkrais Mon 5.30 from 
31 Oct

Weekly Sue Field 0274667123 4997255 Sarah McCallum 021996709Sue Field 0274667123 4997255 Sarah McCallum 021996709

MeetingsMeetingsMeetings
MVRA Annual Meeting Tuesday 7.30 4 October Elaine Hampton  802 4492 mvra@mtvictoria.org.nz

Transition Town Tuesday 7.30 11 October Frank Cook 027 649 508 Film about Totnes, the first Transition 
Town

Meetings - Regular & 
Exceptional
Innermost Garden: Lawson Pl, top 
of Majoribanks St. Working bees 1st Sat 
& 3rd Sun per month, 10am-2pm. plan 
on sharing lunch. 1/10 - planting 
summer crops; 16/10 - planting under 
the fruit trees. Nov 5 & 20: planting 
and tending summer crops. 

Mainly Music: Low key movement & 
music sessions for caregivers & pre-
schoolers followed by morning tea. 
Tues 9.30–10.30am during the school 
term in the Parish Lounge, behind St 
Barnabas Church, 15 Maida Vale 
Road, Roseneath. For more info 
contact Ginny: 973-9303.

Reason for the Season: Would 
you like your kids to be in a play on 11 
Dec 2011 celebrating His birth? 
Practices on the 3 Sunday's prior @ St 
Barnabas Church, Roseneath. Contact 
Ginny: 973-9303.

Civil Defence innovation
The City Council is launching a 
Community Preparedness Grants 
scheme at a function on 4 October. The 
grants will support projects that assist 
neighbours to connect and be able to 
help each other in emergencies.

Help Raise Funds for Our School !!
Next year's Clyde Quay School calendar is now with the printers 

and will be delivered to students to start selling in the last week of this 
term. The close date will be mid-November. The price is now $15. (It’s 
been $10 for 9 years.) Still good value, with another great collection of 
historic Mt Victoria photos.

Take your vehicle to THE GARAGE, 3 Roxburgh St.
For work over $120, the Garage will donate $20 to Clyde Quay School. 
This offer will be trialled until the end of July 2012. Ring The Garage on 
385 6404 and tell them you support Clyde Quay School. Bring in this ad 
with your vehicle so they can calculate the funds towards our school. 
You can share this with your friends.

Wine bottle tops: Your support has been amazing. We have 2 
recycling bins full. Clyde Quay School is still collecting your aluminium 
wine bottle tops & can tabs on behalf of the Lions Clubs for Kidney 
Kids. Keep 'em flowing!

FAWKES FOOD FAIR
Sat 5 Nov, 5.30-8.30pm, Clyde Quay School, Elizabeth St
Head to Clyde Quay School this Guy Fawkes for ethnic food & 
refreshing beverages, en route to the waterfront fireworks display.
There will be something for everyone, including curries, roti, and child-
friendly foods. 

Civil Defence Group tests its readiness
The Mt Victoria Civil Defence group will test its readiness to respond to 
a major earthquake with an exercise on Saturday morning, 29 October.
Civil Defence members will assemble at Clyde Quay School (the local 
CD HQ) at 10 am and set up operations as they would in a real 
emergency. The exercise will finish at midday. 
Contact Bill Southworth at 3856 090 or crossways@crossways.org.nz. 
Clyde Quay School is at the corner of Elizabeth and Brougham Streets.

Mt Victoria tunnel repairs ahead of schedule
Work to bring the Mt Victoria tunnel up to today’s standards is progressing well. The Wellington Tunnels Alliance 
team is demolishing 10 metres of ceiling each night. Half of the old tunnel ceiling has now been successfully 
removed. Demolition of the old ceiling and the installation of the new deluge system is expected to be completed 
by the end of the year. The next step is to test the new tunnel systems in February and March 2012. 
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Book  New Crossways, 6 Roxburgh St, for your party, meeting or work seminar. 
Phone: 385 6090      crossways@crossways.org.nz   
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Councillor Iona Pannett
The last few weeks have been busy at Council; we have agreed a new city strategy called Toward 2040: Smart Green 
Wellington. Council has affirmed the vision of an environmentally sustainable Wellington with a dynamic central city which 
will offer many exciting opportunities. 
 Earthquake preparedness has also of course been in the news.   I was pleased to get agreement from my colleagues to do some 
work around a strategy to respond to the risk of earthquakes to our building stock. Issues considered will include the resiliency 
of our residential buildings and economy and the protection of heritage should a major quake should strike. Extensive public 
consultation will be undertaken given the scale of the problem and likely costs. Finding affordable solutions will be critical.
 At the time of writing, Council is due to consider the introduction of bus lanes for Courtenay Place and Cambridge and Kent 
Terraces which I hope will improve reliability of public transport. These bus lanes are a much better alternative to building 
uneconomic flyovers. Council will consider our response to NZTA’s plans for a second Mt Victoria tunnel and flyover soon, 
before the Agency announces its plans for Mt Vic. Support has grown for Option X, the Architecture Centre’s alternative. So 
debate should be lively.     Iona Pannett

GIRLS CAN DO EVERYTHING!!
That’s the message Julz Darroch wants to get out to 
girls and their parents. A fitness educator, she’s 
initiating a new school program, starting at Clyde 
Quay School. Earlier this year, she and Paula Moyle, a 
social worker and self-defence teacher, set up It’s 
About Me, which presents self-esteem & anti-bullying 
workshops for pre-teen girls.
While the Workshops are one-off events held around 
Wellington, this new school program will run for 6 
weeks, with each session lasting 1 hour. Clyde Quay 
School sought out Darroch’s program, she says, and it 
will be part of regular school hours, with students 
attending at no extra cost. In both formats girls learn 
primarily about self-esteem, with a little bit of self-
defence included, mainly to do with using stance, 
voice, and attitude.
“We all want to raise strong and robust kids who can 
stand up to the tough stuff that goes on in everyday 
life,” Darroch says. “But how do parents know when to 
step in, and how to tell the difference between 
acceptable conflict at school and bullying?” Darroch 
offers the following tips:
• Often a kid who is being bullied will want to stay 

away from school, so look out for more frequent 
aches and pains.

• Is your kid exhibiting bullying behaviour? Often 
someone who is bullied and powerless will try to 
claim back that power by bullying siblings and 
smaller kids.

• You get pressured for the ‘latest’ gadgets or clothes.  
Your child may feel that if she ‘fits in’ more she 
would be less of a target.

More info is available at www.itsaboutme.co.nz or 
email Julz at julz@itsaboutme.co.nz .

Unclassified Advertisements:

Mt Victoria Residents Assn
This has been another busy year endeavoring to 
protect the streetscape of Mt Victoria and maintaining 
our suburb as a pleasant place to live.
The Residents Association has been in discussion over 
many development projects affecting our suburb. 
Although the city council’s promotion of Mt Victoria's 
heritage character is not often backed by effective 
action on their part, we have had some success in 
preserving streetscapes, but also some notable losses.
We have made submissions regarding the 'Roads of 
National Significance' and on the proposed new 
‘Principles' to govern the Wellington Town Belt. Our 
submission opposed the construction of a flyover / 
bridge at the Basin Reserve and the demolition of 
heritage properties in Paterson St. Our submission was 
not anti road and supported Option X. Our submission 
on the Town Belt Principles contained major concerns 
over the loss of the protection granted by the 1873 
Deed and the current Town Belt Management Plan. The 
proposed Principles are contradictory and provide for 
a resumption of building activity at council discretion. 
We also feel that legislative change is unnecessary.
Watch for our announcement of the Meet the 
Candidates meeting at Crossways.
Our annual inorganic rubbish collection is set for 
Saturday, 3 December.
Our AGM is on 4 October at 7.30pm, at New 
Crossways; please come if you can. We need new 
committee members if you can spare the time. We 
wish to thank our retiring president Kent Duston for 
his sterling contribution to our local community.
Hope to see you there.
 Elaine Hampton, Acting President (Ph 802 4492)

•Ikebana Classes: Japanese flower arranging with Helen Wareham. Starts 26 Oct. $120/8 weeks. 10 Armour Ave. 
9709573; warehams@paradise.net.nz. 

•Piano lessons: Joely is playing at grade 8 level & is looking for beginner students around Mt Vic. Please email: 
joely.huang@gmail.com.

•Therapeutic Aromatherapy & oil massage: From the Wot Po Thai Traditional School of Massage, Bangkok. Call 
Worasa: 3856612 or 0211863467.

•Is food a problem for you? If so, perhaps Overeaters Anonymous can help. Phone 384 8821.
•Seamstress: Alterations & clothing made to measure. Contact: chris.klingenberg0@gmail.com; 0211433 749.

Free 3-line ads to newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz by 18th of month.  Mt Victoria connection, please. 

Deadline for next newsletter: 18th of month.  Email: newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz.
The Mt Victoria Newsletter is an independent publication supported by its sponsors, advertisers, and volunteers.  It is not affiliated with the Mt Victoria 
Residents Association, New Crossways, or www.mtvictoria.org.nz.  We publish information specifically for residents of Mt Victoria, especially 
community announcements, organisational notices, and advertisements.                             Harriet Margolis & Patrick McCombs, editors  
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- Varicose Vein treatment by laser or 
injection 
- Laser hair reduction 
- Cosmetic treatments 
- Liposculpture 

38 Roxburgh St, Mt Victoria.  Ph 939 1353 
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18yrs Specialist Experience 
INSIDE & OUTSIDE – BIG OR SMALL 

VERY COMPETITIVE RATES 
10% Discount if you refer to this advert 
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Austin St, Mt Victoria 
Phone 021 268 4391!
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