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Innermost Gardens 
wins community award
“Growing Community through hands in the Soil”
The Innermost Gardens group that runs the community 
garden in the Town Belt at the top of Majoribanks St, 
and also one in Newtown, has received a national award 
for its contribution to community development. The 
Dynamic Community Learning Awards, now in their 
seventh year, are presented in association with Adult 
Learners Week. They recognise activities that foster 
community-based learning activities by drawing on 
community strengths and culturally-based knowledge 
to promote active citizenship and strengthen 
neighbourhoods.
Innermost first entered the awards in 2007, soon after 
they had formed, and received a highly commended 
citation. This year the judges were impressed by the 
success they have had in attracting community 
involvement in Wellington where many young people are 
renting rather than putting down roots.
The group’s vision is Growing Community through hands in 
the Soil. Other catch phrases are Some great friendships 
develop here and Learning from each other, working 
together.
A core group of ten people meet to do the planning and 
administrative side of the gardens. They hold a 
Gardening Day event twice a month; anyone can come 
along, join in, and do some gardening. These are great 
events that include a shared lunch where everyone sits 
down to eat food from the garden afterwards. The 
Garden Days are 10-2pm on either the first Saturday of 
the month or the third Sunday. Everyone is invited to 
join a Xmas party on 27 November, 12-4pm.
These open gardening days attract a range of people 
with varying gardening skills, including many with little 
or no experience. If someone who comes along knows 
about a given task, she or he will often be asked to 
show a few people how to do it and then it is done by a 
group of people. Group meals and workshops are held 
in the old Bandoliers clubrooms to share knowledge 
among members and with our community.
Clyde Quay School has a vegetable bed in the gardens. 
Visit www.innermostgardens.org.nz or find them on 
Facebook for more information.

Mt Victoria Residents Assn 
Wellington Central

Candidates Meeting
7.30pm Tues 22 November

New Crossways, 6 Roxburgh St 

Local eyesore for sale
Two large houses on the corner of Ellice and Austin 
Streets have been advertised for sale. The adjactent 
properties are divided into seven flats which, according 
to the real estate advertisement, return $2215/week or 
7% on their rating valuation of $1.6m. 

The properties are being 
advertised by Harcourts as a 
“great develpment site with a 
good holdng income”. The 
houses have long been stripped 
of all their charm and have no 
redeming features. Under town 

planning rules, council approval would be needed for 
their demolition after consideration of the effects on the 
townscape character of the neighbourhood.
Perhaps this is one time when the Mt Victoria Residents 
Association could support the removal of the “old 
dungers”, provided their replacement is well designed.

Transition Towns Mt Victoria
On Tuesday, 8 November, 7:00pm, we have planned a 
garden visit to two Mt Victoria food-producing gardens. 
If you are interested in coming, please contact Pat 
Hubbard 384 2646 or Frank Cook 938 9057 for further 
information.
The group has also been looking at skill-sharing 
and people have offered to share their skills. This month 
we invite those interested in developing basic 
cooking skills to call 384 3501 for further information. 
If you would like to learn about upcycling materials to 
create an original art work using collage or other mixed 
media techniques, call 973 8766.
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New Crossways (6 Roxburgh St) calendar: November 
Weekly classes Weekly classes Weekly classes ContactContact
Queer Tango Mon 7.00 Weekly messenger@queertangowellington.com messenger@queertangowellington.com 

Feldenkrais Mon/Tues 6pm Weekly Sue Field 0274667123 or Sarah McCallum 021996709Sue Field 0274667123 or Sarah McCallum 021996709

Oasis Drop-in Wed 1.30 Weekly Josie 233 9697

Yoga Wed 5.30 Weekly Siobhan Bulfin 021 510 669 s_bulfin@yahoo.co.nz 

Core Connexion - Dance Wed 7.00 Weekly Ingrid Kolle 388 7939 ikolle@xtra.co.nz

Contact Improv Dance Thur 5.30 Weekly Babette Berroth babetteberroth@web.de

Aruande Capoeira Thurs 7.30 Weekly Olive Moynihan 027 654 8094 perereoli@hotmail.com

Taekwon-Do Club Fri 6.00 Weekly david.burr14@gmail.com 

Oasis Community Cafe Fri 8.00 Weekly Josie 233 9697

Salsa Therapy Sat 9 / Sat 8.30 5th; 19th

Argentinean Tango Sun 7-10pm Weekly Nina 973 9297, 021 0588 047 ninavanduynhoven@hotmail.com 

MeetingsMeetingsMeetings
NZ Poets Society Sat 3.30-5.30 5 Nov Laurice Gilbert info@poetrysociety.org.nz

MMP Fundraiser Sat 11/Sun10.30 12/13 Nov Robert Whitaker

MVRA: Meet Candidates Tues 7.30 22 Nov Elaine Hampton 8024492 Come ask questions before voting.

Mt Vic Historical Society Sunday 2.30 27 Nov Jo Newman 385 2254 Show & Tell; drinks & nibbles

Meetings: Regular & Exceptional
Innermost Garden: Lawson Pl, top 
of Majoribanks St. Working bees 1st Sat 
& 3rd Sun per month, 10am-2pm. Plan 
on sharing lunch. 
Nov 5: 1st spring planting; Nov 20: 
sowing under the orchard. Xmas party, 
Sun Nov 27th, 12-4. ALL WELCOME!
Transition Towns: See p1.

MVRA Committee Meeting: 
Tues, 7 Nov, 52 Porritt Ave, 7.30pm. 
Contact Elaine Hampton, 802 4492.

MVRA Election Meeting: Tues, 22 
Nov, Crossways, 6 Roxburgh St, 7.30
The general election candidates for 
Wellington Central will speak. This is 
your opportunity to put your questions 
to the candidates from all the major 
and minor political parties.

MVRA Annual Inorganic 
Collection: 3 Dec, from 9am
The MVRA will collect your inorganic 
rubbish left in front of your place for a 
reasonable donation reflecting the 
amount and type of stuff you put out.

Guy Fawkes fun, Clyde Quay & Roseneath Schools
Sat 5 Nov, 5.30-8.30pm, CQS, Elizabeth St 
(from 6pm at Roseneath on Maida Vale Rd)
Both schools are offering food before the fireworks. Clyde Quay 
Kindergarten will have a stall at Roseneath. So if you can’t face the 
crowds on the waterfront itself after feasting on curries, kid-friendly 
food, and other delights at Clyde Quay, head up the hill for more food 
and entertainment while you wait for the show!

Unclassified Advertisements:
•Ikebana classes: Japanese flower arranging. Starts 26 Oct. $120/8 

weeks. 10 Armour Ave. 9709573; warehams@paradise.net.nz. 
•Piano lessons: Please email: joely.huang@gmail.com.
•Therapeutic Aromatherapy & oil massage: Traditional Thai Massage. 

Call Worasa: 3856612 or 0211863467.
•Overeaters Anonymous: Food a problem for you? Perhaps we can 

help. Phone 384 8821.
•Seamstress: Alterations & clothing made to measure. Contact: 

chris.klingenberg0@gmail.com; 0211433 749.
•Babysitter/Nanny/Cleaner: Woman looking for part time/casual work. 

Available during the day and on weekends. Phone 021 0234 1313.
•Experienced babysitter: Phone Susanna on 385 1022.
•Housesitter available: Long or short term. References available. 

Happy to care for pets. chris.klingenberg0@gmail.com; 0211433749.

Free 3-line ads to newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz by 18th of month. Mt 
Victoria connection, please.

ARE YOU ENROLLED TO VOTE? The election and MMP referendum day is Sat, 26 Nov.
If not, you’re got until 25 November. If you’re registered by 19 Nov, you’ll get an EasyVote Information Pack in the 
mail, which will explain the procedure, including where and how to deposit your two ballots.
Don’t forget. There’s not just an election for Members of Parliament and a new government. There’s also the 
referendum on MMP. If you like the present system of proportional representation, then you need to get out and 
vote! If you want an explanation of your options, see www.elections.org.nz/elections/2011-referendum-on-the-
voting-system.html for an advance look at the ballot and a brief explanation of the choices.
For more info on enrolling to vote, see www.elections.org.nz/enrolment/how-to-enrol/how-to-enrol-to-vote.html.
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Book New Crossways, 6 Roxburgh St, for your party, meeting, or work seminar. 
Phone: 385 6090      crossways@crossways.org.nz   
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Councillor Stephanie Cook
Last week at Council we agreed to review our Older Persons Policy. The policy dates from 2005. Work done on our 2040 
Strategy has highlighted the issue of baby boomers and our impact. We have all known of this population blip for some time, 
but recent research has shown our effect may not be all bad. For example, as we move to cash up our assets, we may move out 
of Wellington, taking our skills and possible volunteering and spending capacity with us. But we are also more likely to be 
healthier, involved in employment longer and more active and engaged. We will also have more political clout - not a bad thing 
in my view!
So the Council is looking at updating our policy. 60 is the new 40!! We will be looking at what sort of facilities we will need to 
have, our infrastructure, and services - for example, more seating around the city, access to public toilets, and more interesting 
things like use of swimming pools and other sporting infrastructure. My Dad, in Christchurch, is a prime example of an active 
older person. He has been running for years and after the earthquake lobbied the council to get some portaloos at his local 
athletics park so he and his mates could keep using it while the permanent loos were out of order. 
While many readers may not consider this policy relevant, most will have older relatives that it will impact. So if you are 
interested in having some input, let me know or contact Colin Drew at Council.    Stephanie Cook
Reverse journey
Andrew Meo has returned to Italy, where his father 
came from, but The Immigrant’s Son remains in Mt 
Victoria, at the bottom of Elizabeth St, where the 
coffee is still roasted much the same as before Alistair 
Boyce, owner of The Backbencher, bought Meo out in 
2008.
Some Mt Victoria residents regularly stop for a coffee 
on their way to work in the morning, but the little 
shop is primarily a production facility for roasting and 
grinding. The Immigrant’s Son supplies cafes, hotels, 
and offices, as well as bars and restaurants such as Mt 
Victoria’s own Hop Garden.
The Immigrant’s Son offers five types of fair trade 
coffees (Original Blend, Giusto, Arabica, Honduras, and 
Columbian) as well as their four main beans from 
Ethiopia, Guatemala, Brazil, and Columbia. Stop by for 
a cup or a bag, or order your espresso online. The 
Immigrant’s Son guarantees freshness and will grind 
your beans to your specifications.

Queen Vic’s Centenary
This year marks the centenary of Queen Victoria’s 
taking up residence in our suburb.
In 1911, the bronze statue of the Queen on its plinth 
was moved from Post Office Square to take up 
residence between Kent and Cambridge Terraces. 
Now, we can’t imagine our suburb without her at our 
gateway. Fighting to keep her here, though, in 1996,  
was the first project undertaken by the six-month-old 
Mt Victoria Historical Society. Largely thanks to 
exemplary research and the strong case put by Jim 
Harper and Alan Olliver, it was successful.
If you’d like to read more about the statue of Queen 
Victoria, there’s an article in the latest Mt Victoria 
Historical Society newsletter. To join the Society, or to 
find out more, contact Joanna Newman on 385 2254 
or jonewman@xtra.co.nz or access a membership 
form from our website: www.mvhs.wellington.net.nz.

Mt Victoria Residents Assn
Our AGM on 4 October was a lively meeting with free 
flowing discussion and included the election of 
committee members and myself as President. We still 
need someone to record our minutes. Please contact 
me if interested.
We gave an oral presentation to Council to support our 
submission on the Town Belt Principles. We also made 
a submission on an application by Victoria Bowling 
Club for a 10-year lease, voicing neighbouring 
residents’ concerns on the use of the club for 
corporate functions and unauthorised sub leasing 
reportedly resulting in nuisance activity and police and 
noise control call outs.
A letter has been sent to the Mayor and Ward 
Councillors proposing improvements in the protection 
of heritage buildings in Mt Victoria. We have reminded 
the Real Estate Institute that the continued use of 
phrases like 'do up or demolish' in relation to heritage 
homes could be considered false advertising when 
there is a by-law limiting this activity. The Residents 
Association is an interested party in several proposals 
to demolish pre-1930 buildings.
We congratulate the eight councillors, including our 
own Iona Pannett and Stephanie Cook, who voted with 
the Mayor for Option X, which would allow improved 
traffic flow without the ghastly structures proposed by 
NZTA. We hope that the Regional Council will follow 
this good example when they debate their decision on 
1 November.

   Elaine Hampton, President (Ph 802 4492)

Help urgently needed
The Wellington Women’s Boarding House (Inc.), a unique facility in Aotearoa New Zealand, urgently needs a 
Relieving House Manager for every 4th weekend. This part-time position involves staying overnight Friday & 
Saturday, with 5 hours on duty on Saturday and Sunday. Interested parties should contact Philippa Hart-Smith 
(paua4@xtra.co.nz) with details of relevant experience.
In addition, the Boarding House’s Management Committee is looking for volunteers for roles from Committee 
membership to working on specific short- and long-term projects to do with IT, finance, administrative processes, 
fund-raising, and research. Founded in 1992 and located in Mt Victoria, the Boarding House, which is self-funding, 
provides short-term low-cost accommodation to women visiting Wellington, e.g., some of the Christchurch 
refugees, to students, and to others needing a safe environment that offers support networks. 

Deadline for next newsletter: 18th of month.  Email: newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz.
The Mt Victoria Newsletter is an independent publication supported by its sponsors, advertisers, and volunteers. It is not affiliated with the Mt 
Victoria Residents Association, New Crossways, or www.mtvictoria.org.nz. We publish information specifically for residents of Mount 
Victoria, especially community announcements, organisational notices, and unclassified ads.   Harriet Margolis & Patrick McCombs, editors  

Inorganic Rubbish Collection

Saturday 3 December
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- Varicose Vein treatment by laser or 
injection 
- Laser hair reduction 
- Cosmetic treatments 
- Liposculpture 

38 Roxburgh St, Mt Victoria.  Ph 939 1353 
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18yrs Specialist Experience 
INSIDE & OUTSIDE – BIG OR SMALL 

VERY COMPETITIVE RATES 
10% Discount if you refer to this advert 
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Austin St, Mt Victoria 
Phone 021 268 4391!

!
!"#$%&'(&!')(*"'+,''
(--'./01($&#'(&!'2-$&!#'
."!(0#'(&!'3"&"1$(&#'

!"#$%&'()"*+$',-.*'"*('
45')(67+-"82$%%$"'2"#1''
1$&(*+0$'0!9'&+:':+0*$&%''
$&'1;"')1'3$.1+0$('(0"('
7<=>4'?@'AB@'CCCD'
EFGH=I485JKF9L=9>M'
!!!"#$%&'()*+,)-*'-."/'"+0'
!

!

!"#$%&&$'"(#$)#"*+#,'$-%.%/+0+.,
1.2$#+.,%&$#+3(4#+0+.,5

Ph 382-8300  Web !!!"#$%&'"()"*+


