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Mt Victoria to have creche again

Mt Victoria’s only community creche, established 30 
years ago by a group of Mt Victoria parents but forced 
out of the suburb 5 years ago, is set to return to the 
area. 

It needs a fundraising boost to get there.

The Crossways Community Creche has had an offer on a 
house on Majoribanks St accepted, conditional on 
finance.

So far the creche has raised a significant amount to 
secure the new site, but another $120,000 is required 
over the next month.

The creche is working on a range of fundraising ideas 
and is happy for input or a helping-hand from members 
of the Mt Victoria community and further afield. 

Crossways Creche is unique because it is run by a 
committee of parents, it is not-for-profit, and it works 
hard to maintain a small teacher-to-child ratio. As a 
result, it has a very different feel to commercially-run 
early childhood centres. 

It was based in the old Crossways Community Centre on 
the corner of Brougham and Elizabeth streets, where it 
was a vital part of the suburb. But since 2007, the 
creche has struggled to find a site in Mt Victoria. 

It has looked at several options, but Ministry of 
Education requirements exclude a large number of Mt 
Victoria dwellings, as the outdoor spaces are deemed 
too small. The Majoribanks house meets requirements, 
having plenty of indoor and outdoor space. 

The creche has been operating from a building owned 
by Housing New Zealand on Newtown’s Coromandel St 
since it left Mt Victoria. However, its lease there runs out 
in October, so the need for a new home has become 
urgent and the creche would prefer to return to Mt 
Victoria, which has supported it for so long.

Mt Victoria currently has no community-run early 
childhood facility, unlike other suburbs such as 

Fire in Mt Victoria
A fire occurred on Moir St just as the December News-
letter went to press. As you can see from the photo 
below, no cars happened to be parked on the street that 
afternoon. Otherwise, the fire brigade might have had 
difficulty dealing with the problem. As it was, one fire 
appliance remained parked up on Brougham St while its 
crew came down to help.

Photo credit: Moss Burmester

Luckily, no one was injured and the property damage to 
the two houses involved was minimal. 

As we head into the drier part of summer, though, 
perhaps we should all clear away any flammable material 
from around our houses. And smokers should be 
particularly careful about disposing of their butts safely 
and thoughtfully.

Newtown, Hataitai, and Kilbirnie.

Updates and more information will be added to the 
creche website, crosswayscreche.org.nz, or you can 
contact the creche treasurer, Anne-Marie Brook, at 
annemarie@speedymail.org.
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New Crossways (6 Roxburgh St) calendar: February 
Weekly classes Weekly classes Weekly classes ContactContact
Queer Tango Mon 7.00 Weekly messenger@queertangowellington.com messenger@queertangowellington.com 

Feldenkrais Mon/Tues 6pm Weekly, 
from 13th 

Sue Field 0274667123 or Sarah McCallum 021996709Sue Field 0274667123 or Sarah McCallum 021996709

Pilates Tues 9.30-10.30 Weekly Nikki LewisNikki Lewis

Oasis Drop-in Wed 1.30 Weekly Josie 233 9697

Core Connexion - Dance Wed 7.00 Weekly Ingrid Kolle 021 265 9027 info@coreconnexion.co.nz

Contact Improv Dance Thur 5.30 Weekly Babette Berroth babetteberroth@web.de

Oasis Community Cafe Fri 8.00 Weekly Josie 233 9697

MeetingsMeetingsMeetings
Transition Towns Thurs 7.30 9 Feb Frank Cook 938 9057

Meetings: Regular & Exceptional
Innermost Garden: Lawson Pl, top 
of Majoribanks St. Working bees 1st & 
3rd Sundays per month, 10am-2pm. 
Plan on sharing lunch. 
Please note the change to Sundays 
for both working bees.

Transition Towns: Thurs, 9 Feb, 
7:30, New Crossways
We will hear about the Food Bill before 
Parliament. Details of the speaker to be 
confirmed and available on the 
Transition Towns website: 
www.transitiontowns.org.nz/wellington  
All welcome. 
Please note this is the second 
Thursday, not the Tuesday when our 
meetings are usually held. For further 
information contact Frank Cook on 027 
649 6508.
The group also offers to help with your 
bokashi bucket if you do not have 
space for the contents and to facilitate 
linking up people in the area who have 
gardens they struggle to keep going 
with people who would like to garden . 
Contact Pat Hubbard, 384 2646, for 
further information.

Congratulations to New Crossways Community Trust
The Wellingtonian has reported that New Crossways has applied for and 
received a Wellington City Council community preparedness grant to be 
used for updating the kits supplied to street reporters. The street 
reporter system was set up by the Mt Victoria Civil Defence group before 
the WCC established WEMO (the Wellington Emergency Management 
Office). Congratulations to Bill Southworth, who chairs New Crossways 
and is a newly minted official civil defence volunteer.

WEMO meeting on “Emergency Preparedness”
Clyde Quay School Hall, Elizabeth St, Mt Victoria, Thurs, 9 Feb, 7pm
Learn tips to help your family prepare for and survive an emergency at 
home, at work, and in your car. You’ll also learn about the importance of 
community preparedness.

NO BOOKING REQUIRED, JUST TURN UP!
For more information, call Wellington Emergency Management Office on 
460 0650 or visit www.wellington.govt.nz 

More info on food bill
From “Mt Cook Mobilised” comes the following link to an e-petition 
about Food Bill 160-2, subject of the Transition Towns meeting this 
month:  www.petitiononline.co.nz/petition/oppose-the-new-zealand-
government-food-bill-160-2/1301.  Opponents argue that, taking Mt 
Victoria as an example, the Community Gardens and school bake sales 
might be negatively affected.

Unclassified Advertisements:

•Pets/Gardens/Babysitting: Local Mum available to care for your home 
& plants, collect your mail, other administrative duties. Police check 
doc & refs available. onetime_m@hotmail.com; 021-822-625

•Ikebana Classes: Japanese flower arranging with Helen Wareham, 
qualified Sogetsu School teacher. Term 1 2012 starts 25 Jan, $120/8 
wks, 10 Armour Ave, 970 9573, warehams@paradise.net.nz.

•Newsletter Deliverers wanted: The Mt Victoria Newsletter would like 
to hear from residents who could help distribute the Newsletter.

•Wheelbarrow needed: Innermost Gardens needs any spare gardening 
tools available for donation, especially a wheelbarrow. Contact Grant 
Lyon, 021 1742603 or grant.b.lyon@gmail.com.

Free 3-line ads to newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz by 18th of month. Mt 
Victoria connection, please.
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Book New Crossways, 6 Roxburgh St, for your party, meeting, or work seminar. 
Phone: 385 6090      crossways@crossways.org.nz   
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Councillor Ian McKinnon
As I write this the sun is shining and Wellington couldn’t look better as 2012 gets underway.  The other evening we had dinner 
with close friends who have lived in the city for a number of years. They couldn’t speak highly enough of its advantages: its 
setting, its activities, its CBD walkability. But then they read the negativity on blogs and in letters columns – is it the same city, 
they wonder?
We all have the freedom to criticise, of course, although invariably there are two sides to most disagreements, even on Council 
issues! Nobody likes getting parking tickets but others, including retailers, want carpark turnover; Zealandia is much valued, 
but unlike the Zoo, St James, etc, it is not Council-owned. So to what level should it be financially supported?
These and other questions will be addressed during this period of setting the Council’s Long Term Plan. The LTP looks at the 
city’s priorities, thus expenditure, over the next ten years but in more detail for the first three. While the Mayor and Councillors 
ultimately confirm the plan, it is an exercise in which the community through its involvement can influence the outcome. The 
Council is currently inviting thoughts on priorities (ref: www.Wellington.govt.nz/rd/next10yrs ).  Following this stage, 
Councillors will confirm the Draft LTP. Formal submissions will then be invited prior to the LTP itself being determined 
through Mayor and Councillor vote.
I really hope you will exercise your entitlement in this LTP process for it is important, particularly in this time of financial 
stringency, that the Council knows what residents want … and we might all then be positive about this wonderful city!
          Ian McKinnon

Plentifull good deli in Mt Victoria
If you thought Mt Victoria was zoned for cats, then 
Plentifull Deli, located at 21 Majoribanks St, will set 
you straight. They not only provide a leash hook and 
bowl of water outside, but also their own homemade 
dog biscuits for sale inside. 
The human food is also appetizing at this bright and 
cheerful upscale food emporium that’s celebrating its 
first anniversary. The friendly staff, including a barista, 
are all trained and experienced, while owner Wendy 
Morgan, who makes much of the food off-site, is the 
former chef at Citron.
What food isn’t made by Morgan is generally sourced 
locally: Arobake bread, Coffee Supreme, Quina Fina, 
chocolate from Berhampore’s L’Affair au chocolat, 
along with cheeses and other goodies from elsewhere 
in NZ. To satisfy all tastes, though, Plentifull carries 
olives and pastas from overseas, for example, and will 
order special items if requested.
The Deli’s official goal is to be a place where people 
can conveniently find good food that’s easy to enjoy. 
So it’s a great place to pick up a quick family meal, or 
the makings for a picnic, or even an informal party. 
In addition to the breads, meats, cheeses, fish pies, 
roasted chicken, vegetable salads, soups, sauces, and 
desserts you’d expect to find, there are also fresh 
eggs, vegetables, and organic milk and cream, along 
with fair trade tea. All meat and chicken are free-
range.
With only one table, covered with reading matter, 
that’s meant more for customers waiting on orders to 
be filled rather than for sit-down eating, Plentifull is 
definitely a deli and not a restaurant. But it’s a really 
proper deli, worthy of any cosmopolitan city in the 
world at the same time that it prides itself on being Mt 
Victoria’s local. The good will, like the food, is alluring 
and Plentifull.

Mt Victoria Residents Assn
New Year’s greetings to you all.
Out with the old, in with the new. The Residents 
Association’s annual rubbish collection, which netted 
$1,673, was dominated by the dumping of used 
television sets in good working order. Flat screen TVs 
now the rule the day.
It was a wonderful effort by all those who donated and 
put out rubbish and especially by those wonderful 
people who turned up at 8 am to help collect the 
suburb’s nonorganic waste.
We are waiting to hear when our meeting with the 
Mayor regarding the ‘Demolition Protocol’ (when and 
how buildings can be scrapped) and the maintenance 
of the ‘streetscape’ (or ‘look’) of our historic suburb 
will take place. Councillor Pannett has stated her 
intention to be present. Hopefully this meeting will be 
held by the end of this month.
Our next meeting will be at New Crossways, 
6 Roxburgh Street, 7.30pm, Tuesday, 7 February. 
Regional Councillors Paul Bruce and Daren Ponter will 
give a presentation, including the bus and fares review 
and the Public Transport Spine. Everyone is welcome.

Elaine Hampton, President
 mvra@mtvictoria.org.nz

NZTA investigates foundations
The NZ Transport Authority is investigating the subsoil 
conditions for the foundations of the proposed Basin 
Reserve flyover and the second tunnel. Bores have 
been drilled to bring up core samples that are tested 
for strength. The hole currently being drilled outside 
Wellington East’s school gates at the top of Paterson 
St will help decide the alignment and depth of the new 
tunnel. The location of the entrance will affect which 
properties will eventually need to be demolished. The 
NZTA website says that work on the new tunnel is not 
planned to start for a decade, after Transmission Gully 
is completed 2021.

Deadline for next newsletter: 18th of month.  Email: newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz.
Published monthly except January, the Mt Victoria Newsletter is an independent publication supported by its sponsors, 
advertisers, and volunteers. It is not affiliated with the Mt Victoria Residents Association, New Crossways, or 
www.mtvictoria.org.nz. As an open cooperative, the Newsletter welcomes volunteers at any time. We publish information 
specifically for residents of Mt Victoria, especially community announcements, organisational notices, and unclassified ads.   
        Harriet Margolis & Patrick McCombs, editors  
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- Varicose Vein treatment by laser or 
injection 
- Laser hair reduction 
- Cosmetic treatments 
- Liposculpture 

38 Roxburgh St, Mt Victoria.  Ph 939 1353 
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For	  all	  your	  Property	  Management
And	  rental	  requirements

Ph 382-8300  Web www.qpmvs.co.nz

13 Pirie St
Mt Victoria, Wellington

ph:  +64 4 801 8807

www.thehopgarden.co.nz

Craft beer bar & restaurant
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