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Creche will return to Mt Victoria
Crossways Community Creche is looking forward to a bright and exciting future after securing a property at 
61 Majoribanks Street. The purchase of the house went unconditional at the start of March after six weeks of 
fundraising. Parents were able to raise more than $20,000 from their community. The rest of the deposit was 
covered by a generous interest-free loan provided by a close associate of the creche. 

This means Mt Victoria will have a community-run early childhood education centre for the first time since the 
closure of the original Crossways Community House in Brougham St five years ago. The creche hopes to be in its 
new home by the beginning of next year.

Licensee Yadana Saw says the creche is “over the moon” to be moving back to Mt Victoria. “But the hard work isn't 
over. We didn’t raise enough money to cover the cost of the renovations. So fundraising continues in earnest.”

The New Crossways Trust, which runs the community rooms at 6 Roxburgh St, has donated $1,000 to the creche. 
Bill Southworth, chair of New Crossways, said, “The Trust is glad to see that the creche’s long struggle to find 
suitable premises is finally over.”

The creche is still on the hunt for sponsors, donors, and friends and would appreciate anyone who can help, even if 
just to offer time. “We have set ourselves a hard task but the drive to get into our own home has been incredible. We 
feel like we are continuing the work of three decades of parents who have kept this creche alive, and we owe it to 
them and all the children who have loved Crossways to keep this vibrant, and very special, institution alive,” Yadana 
says. The creche is hoping local businesses will continue to get behind its fundraising efforts through sponsorship 
and fundraisers such as Koha for Crossways, which was created to fund the house purchase. 

The idea behind Koha for Crossways is that $1000 buys a plaque on which a child or organisation’s name can be 
engraved. Resource consent allowing, the plaques will be attached to the fence of the new creche or a similarly 
prominent spot so everyone who buys a plaque will become part of the creche for years to come. 

Crossways Creche is known for its unique approach to childcare. It is a not-for-profit, teacher-led, parent-run creche 
that has been providing high-quality early childhood education for Mt Victoria and surrounding suburbs for more 
than 30 years. It has low child to teacher ratios and has received excellent ERO reports.

Anyone interested in donating to the creche or anyone with time or skills they feel would benefit the creche can 
contact Yadana Saw at yardstix@gmail.com or Harriet Palmer at harriet.palmer@gmail.com. 

Crossways Creche would like to sincerely acknowledge all supporters who helped us get back into Mt Victoria. We 
are delighted with the result and we couldn’t have done it without your generosity!
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New Crossways (6 Roxburgh St) calendar: April (It’s Baaack!)
Weekly classes   Contact 

Queer Tango  Mon 7.00pm messenger@queertangowellington.com  
Feldenkrais  Mon/Tues 6pm (2 and 3 April only) Sue 0274667123; Sarah 021996709 
Pilates  Tues 9.30-10.30am Nikki Lewis 
Oasis Drop-in  Wed 1.30-4pm Josie 233 9697 
Core Connexion -  Wed 7.00pm Ingrid 0212659027 info@coreconnexion.co.nz
Contact Improv   Thur 5.30 Babette Berroth babetteberroth@web.de
Oasis Cafe  Fri 8.00 Josie 233 9697
Argentine Tango Sun 7-10pm Nina Van Duynhoven ninavanduynhoven@hotmail.com 

Meetings
Spanish & Latin 3 April Tues 7-10pm celw@extra.co.nz

                  America Club
Transition Towns 10 April Tues 7.30-9.30pm  frank.c.@clear.net.nz
Salsa Therapy  14 April Sat 9pm 
Crossways Creche  17 April Tues 6.30-9.30pm
Tango Lesson  19 April Thurs 7.30pm Sharon Vanesse  academyoftangonz@gmail.com
Armenian Assoc (Film) 22 April Sun 12pm

Meetings: Regular & Exceptional
Transition Towns: Tues, 10 April, 
7:30pm, New Crossways, 6 Roxburgh 
St. We hope to have someone from 
Council talk about community 
resilience and the elderly. For further 
information contact Frank Cook on 
027 649 6508 or the Transition Towns 
website: transitiontowns.org.nz/
wellington.
The group also can link up people in 
the area who have gardens with 
people who would like to garden . 
Contact Pat Hubbard, 384 2646, for 
further information.

Innermost Gardens now has 3 
allotment beds. Please email 
innermostgardens@gmail.com if you 
are interested in one of these. 

Film screens as fundraiser 
for kindy and creche

  

Annual Greek food festival more popular than ever
This year’s Greek food festival had to work
around the construction site for installing a
lift at the Greek Community Centre. But, 
with the help of good weather, this meant 
that the Church’s bigger car park, which was 
used for freshly prepared food, could cater 
to more people. Even then, the crowd 
spilled out onto Hania St. Meanwhile, inside 
the Centre the usual array of stunning baked
goods, both sweet and savory, drew its own
crowd. Tables laid out with displays of other
aspects of Greek culture filled out the picture.

The festival is a fundraiser for the Greek community, especially for the 
Church and other key components for maintaining Greek identity. The 
Greek community also donates regularly to mainstream organizations 
such as Lifeflight, the hospital, and the Mary Potter Hospice.

Pictured from left to right are officers of the Greek Ladies Auxiliary: 
Phroso Dometakis (president), Nina Papadopoulos (secretary), and 
Marina Butcher (assistant secretary).

Unclassified Advertisements:

•Garage:	  In Hawker St. $60/week. Lockable. Ph 021-425-926.

•Tuition:	  Piano/Keyboard/Musicianship/Music Performance/Music 
inspired Art/Beginner’s Rhythm Guitar/Vocal guidance for students of 
any age. Contact Jazzy: 021-1444-801. More than 15 years experience. 

•Gardening: Assistance with Mt Victoria garden required by elderly 
gardener. Telephone Margaret on 384 7251.

•Babysitting: Honest, reliable, sensible 15-year-old Wgtn East student 
available after school & weekends. Has completed a 1-day babysitting 
course & an essential first aid course. Phone Sylvia on 9386746.

•Wanted: Good condition 1-bedroom flat/large studio for mature 
professional female. Good references. Max $290/wk. Mt Victoria 
or nearby. Megan on 021-822-625 or onetime_m@hotmail.com.

•Editor, etc., available: Can research, write, transcribe, proofread, and 
index. Ph 934-3173 or friendly@paradise.net.nz. 

Free 3-line ads to newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz by 18th of month. 
Mt Victoria connection, please.

Book New Crossways, 6 Roxburgh St, for your party, meeting, or work seminar. 
Phone: 385 6090      crossways@crossways.org.nz   
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Councillor Stephanie Cook
How did you pass Neighbours Day on Saturday, 25 March? I spent it at the Aro Valley Fair with my emergency kit. It was a 
great opportunity to get to know people in the community and to discuss emergency preparedness with them. The response to 
Neighbours Day was fantastic. All across the city events were being held and people were getting to know each other and were 
sharing information. Knowing your neighbours is not only important in an emergency, but it makes for a safe community and a 
great place to raise children. I recently attended a conference on emergency anagement and one of the clear messages that 
came out of the experiences in Christchurch was that existing community networks and well resourced communities were the 
ones that coped best. Emergency services were able to, for example, tap into the information held by the Lyttleton Time Bank 
and use it both to disseminate and collect information and to locate people with skills such as plumbers and builders.
So if you haven’t met your neighbours, how about saying hullo. They can be very useful even if it’s just feeding the cat if you 
go away.         Stephanie Cook

Harvest the market on Hania St
A lawyer in a previous life, Jo Freeman made two 
significant changes to the availability of healthy food 
in Wellington about two years ago. She worked on 
setting up the Hill St Farmers Market in Thorndon, 
which takes place on Saturday mornings from 9am.
Even better, from our point of view, she set up Urban 
Harvest at 29 Hania St, first as an online business and 
then, from late last year, as a storefront under the 
Daily Squeeze sign. The online store is open 24/7, of 
course, while the storefront is open Mon-Fri from 
10-6. (Deliveries - and fresh products go as far afield 
as Levin and Masterton - are available only Mon-Fri.)
The website - www.urbanharvest.co.nz - explains it 
all, from what’s available (1500+ items online) and 
where it comes from (100+ suppliers) to how to 
prepare it (in addition to pop-up windows about 
individual items you can get free recipes from Al 
Brown on the website or via a free weekly newsletter). 
Options range from fresh meats to Te Horo’s Cuisine 
award-winning jam, from bread to frozen yoghurt, 
and the choices keep coming. If you need gluten-free 
or organic food, it’s there. If you want an ethnic food 
fix, check out the offerings from Miramar’s Alamir 
Bakery, Auckland’s Tio Pablo, Newtown’s Carrello del 
Gelato, etc.
Freeman says she wanted to establish an “online 
farmers market” that would bring food from “farm 
gate to plate.” Her business is about “feeding people 
well, saving them time, and making their lives simple.” 
Her prices are competitive, too.
If you order fresh produce, it’s picked for your order, 
just as baked goods or cooked meals are prepared 
especially for you. Many of these items come from 
Wellington’s popular bakeries and cafes, such as 
Zuleika, Simply Paris, and Mt Victoria’s own Plentifull. 
With 4 full-time and 5 part-time staff, Urban Harvest 
supplies corporate clients as well as individuals. Word 
of mouth is spreading, and busy women (especially 
working mothers), the housebound, and foodies are 
regular customers. Gift baskets are also available, with 
nonperishables delivered throughout the North Island.

Community support threatened
The government has announced plans to stop councils 
from promoting the “social, economic, cultural, and 
environmental wellbeing” of communities. 
The issue has been raised just as councils are deciding 
their budgets and rates for the coming year. 
Wellington City Council support for things in our 
community like the New Crossways Community Rooms 
and the community garden at the top of Majoribanks 
St, along with Town Belt playgrounds, signage, and 
tracks, are threatened by government moves that 
would limit councils to “roads, rats, and rubbish.” 
If you want to make a submission (from 16 April to 
18 May) on the WCC’s draft Long Term Plan, email 
next10yrs@wcc.govt.nz to receive a link when the Plan 
is ready.
Meanwhile, the Greater Wellington Regional Council is 
also drafting its Long Term Plan. If you want to see 
details, go to www.gw.govt.nz/long-term-plan/. 
Submissions are due by 4pm, Friday, 4 May.

Mt Victoria Residents Assn
The MVRA would like to Congratulate the Creche on 
their purchase of a house in Marjoribanks St., It will be 
good to have you back in our 'burb. 
We will press the council to put in a pedestrian cross-
ing across Majoribanks St and at the bottom of 
Hawker St to slow traffic and allow mothers with tod-
dlers and buggies to cross safely. Some high speeds 
are reached by drivers coming down Hawker St.
Our last meeting was concerned with unpermitted 
driveway causing water egress onto neighbours 
property on Stafford St., the New Town Belt Principles, 
the Mt Victoria Bowling Club appears to have obtained 
a 10 year lease although the Council hasn't formally 
replied to us.
The website is only partially up and running, more 
work needed yet.
We still need new committee members if anyone has 
any spare time, after April our meetings will be on the 
2nd Monday of the month.

   Elaine Hampton, President
Mt Victoria Residents Association

Deadline for next newsletter: 18th of month.  Email: newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz.
Published monthly except January, the Mt Victoria Newsletter has been an independent publication for over 35 years. 
Supported by its sponsors, advertisers, and volunteers, it is not affiliated with the Mt Victoria Residents Association, New 
Crossways, or www.mtvictoria.org.nz. As an open cooperative, the Newsletter welcomes volunteers at any time, including 
backup helpers and editorial contributors. We publish information specifically for residents of Mt Victoria, especially 
community announcements, organisational notices, and unclassified ads.   
        Harriet Margolis & Patrick McCombs, editors  
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