
 

 

 
 
 
 

April 2015 

Mt Victoria Community Treasure Hunt 
Sunday 12 April  

3pm Start at Innermost Gardens. Finish with BBQ at 5pm. 

 Members from various organisations in Mt Victoria including the New Crossways 
Community Trust, Innermost Community Gardens, the Mt Victoria Historical Society and  
Mt Victoria Newsletter invite YOU to an exciting free event, The Mt Victoria Community 

Treasure Hunt, on Sunday 12 April. 

The organising team has been working to create an event that will appeal to young and old, an event for 
your whole family to have free fun with your neighbours in our community. The Treasure Hunt idea started 
in Point Chevalier in 2009. Since then it has been copied in neighbourhoods throughout 
the country. Each participant—individual, group or family— needs to register at the 
Innermost Gardens starting point to receive a map indicating where the treasures are. 
At the end of the hunt everyone is invited to return to the Gardens for prizes, live 
music, and a BBQ. 

The Mt Victoria Community Treasure Hunt is a fun event that invites residents to discover 
some of great things we have going for us in our area, from the beautiful historical 
buildings to the wonderful work that our organisations do. It’s also an opportunity to meet our 
neighbours and spend time in the outdoors! More than 10 local organisations will be contributing 
to the day, but participants will have to see for themselves exactly what is in store! 
 
BATS Theatre Programme Manager Cherie Jacobson is thrilled to be involved in the event. 
"BATS is really excited to be taking part in the Treasure Hunt. We're so happy to be back in 
our newly earthquake strengthened and renovated home at 1 Kent Terrace. We can't wait to 
meet some of our neighbours in Mt Vic who might not have visited us yet - and to welcome 
back others who have already popped in. The Treasure Hunt is such a great way to 
encourage Mt Vic residents, organisations, and businesses to connect with each 
other. We think Mt Vic is one of the coolest suburbs in Wellington. We love being a part of it!" 

Emma Draper, the recently arrived manager at the New Crossways Community Centre, has 
been working hard to make the day a success. “There are so many people doing marvelous things in the Mt 
Victoria area and we see the Treasure Hunt as a fun day where everyone is welcome to really get to know 
our suburb and take the opportunity to connect with neighbours.  We plan on having something in store 
for everyone on the day, from activities for kids to stories about our local history.” 

The Mt Victoria Community Treasure Hunt is being held on Sunday, 12 April. Register at the Innermost 
Community Gardens (Lawson Place, top of Majoribanks St) from 3pm and come back at 5pm to share a 
BBQ, prizes, and music. The event has been organised in association with the New Crossways Community 
Rooms, WCC Neighbours Day Aotearoa fund, Our Amazing Place Community Initiative, the Innermost 
Community Gardens, BATS theatre, St Joseph’s Church, Clyde Quay School, Crossways Creche, Mt Victoria 
Historical Society, Mt Victoria Residents Association, and the Mt Victoria Newsletter. For more information, 
email Emma Draper at crossways@crossways.org.nz or phone 021 765 525. 

Check out the Event at  www.facebook.com/newcrossways and let them know if you’re coming. 

$2 coffee at  Deluxe for everyone carrying  a Treasure Map 



 

 

Community Events  
Transition Towns: Tuesday, 7 April, 7:30pm, 
New Crossways, 6 Roxburgh St. All welcome. 

We will continue the session on gardening and soil and 
in particular view the rest of the film about soil and its 
critical importance to sustainable and healthy living. All 
welcome. For further information, contact Frank Cook: 
027 649 6508. 

Innermost Gardens:  
The Mt Victoria Community Garden and the Charles 
Plimmer House are located on the greenbelt to the 
right off the top of Majoribanks St.  
All welcome. www.innermostgardens.org.nz  

Compost bins available at the Gardens are only for 
household vegetable scraps. Please cover fresh waste 
with the coffee husks from the adjacent black bin. 
Gardening Sundays:  
1st & 3rd of each month, 11am-2pm. 

Hiring Plimmer House/Innermost Gardens:  
$15/hour, $50/4 hours; we can be flexible. Contact 
Margaret or Ian (iandmgarrett@gmail.com).  

Scottish Country Dancing: 
St Marks Community Hall, Dufferin St, Basin Reserve. 
All welcome. 

Wednesdays at 7.30pm. Beginners welcome; qualified 
tutor. For further info, call Elaine: 389-3597.  

A Victorian Gaiety 
Mt Victoria Historical Society is organising a fabulous 
evening of food, entertainment, and conviviality to 
raise funds for Save the Basin Campaign’s response to 
NZTA’s High Court Appeal against the Board of Inquiry 
decision declining resource consent for the Basin 
Reserve flyover. 

Ticket includes a buffet dinner, Victorian-style 
performances, and a silent auction of Victoriana. 
There’ll be prizes for the best Victorian costumes! 

Saturday, 2 May 2015, 7pm 
Long Room, Basin Reserve, Wellington 

Tickets $95 each. Early-bird price $90. 

As a special for Mt Victoria residents, the early-
bird price of $90 extends to 10 April.  

Act quickly! 
For tickets or information, phone Sue on 384 8208, 
email Whathouse@xtra.co.nz, or see 
www.mtvictoria.history.org.nz  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will keep you posted with details such as highlights 
for the silent auction and entertainment. 
Spread the word and join us for a great evening at the 
Basin Reserve! 

Unclassified Advertisements 
Free 3-line ads to newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz by 20th 

of preceding month. Include an expiry date for editor 
& buyers. Mt Victoria connection, please. 

• House-sit/Rent: Could we & our 2 boys look after 
your 3-4 bedroom home from April to Sept while we 
renovate our own home? Call Julia: 0274 830 100. 

• Pilates, Yoga & Zumba! Pilates Thu 7pm; Sat 12.15. 
Yoga Fri 12.30; Sun 9.30am. Zumba: Wed 5.30. New 
Crossways. 0223439258; soulmarita@gmail.com. 

• Babysitter: reliable teenager; any night of the week. 
Call Milly on 04 3856423. 

• Garage to rent: secure, dry garage in Mt Victoria to 
rent. $40 pw. Ph/text 021 0701 860. 
 

Wellington High needs help 
Wellington High School needs homestay families for 
their international students during terms 2 and 3. 
Homes should be inclusive and supportive. Families 
receive $250 per week. Enquiries to Di Jordan on  
385 8911 x781 or email Homestay@whs.school.nz. 

 

Wellington East Girls 90 soon 
Wellington East Girls’ College is celebrating its 90th 
reunion Labour Weekend, 23 -24 October 2015.  
Please email oncewereeasters@wegc.school.nz for a 
registration package. 

From the MVRA 
Having further studied the Mt Victoria/Matairangi Town 
Belt Landscape Plan, the committee members of the Mt 
Victoria Residents Association remain concerned over 
the underlying values and priorities implicit within the 
Plan. We Wellingtonians need to be mindful again and 
again that the 20 March 1873 Deed gifted the Town 
Belt “to be for ever used and appropriated as a public 
recreation ground for the inhabitants of the City of 
Wellington". 
Instead the proposed plan appears to give 
disproportionate emphasis to the convenience of 
mountain bikers and to promoting this highly valued 
area of the Town Belt as a tourist attraction. Both have 
the potential to generate conflict with the ideal of this 
being natural open space available to all at all times. 

We who live nearby need to be on guard against 
potential pressures to commercialise what is a precious 
inheritance needing to be safeguarded by this 
generation, as by those before.   

Craig Palmer, Interim Chair   www.mvra.org.nz 
 

Got graffiti? 
A new brochure from the Council, available at libraries, 
reminds us to phone 499 4444 to report graffiti on 
Council property or if you need help removing graffiti 
elsewhere. Wellington.govt.nz/services/rates-and-
property/property/graffiti has more information, 
including removal tips. The Council recommends 
removing tagging as soon as possible. 

Message from Mayor Celia Wade-Brown 
Wellington City Council’s ambitious Ten Year Plan 
builds on Wellington’s strengths and invests in future 
prosperity. We don’t propose any service cuts at all. Do 
you agree with the draft? To find the plan, go to 
www.wellington.govt.nz. Give us feedback by Friday 
5pm, 17 April.   
Editors’ note: There’s an online Q&A at  #askWCC. 



Deadline for  next newsletter : 18th of month.  Email: newsletter@mtvictor ia.org.nz. 
The Mt Victoria Newsletter has been an independent publication for over 35 years. Supported by its sponsors, advertisers, 
and volunteers, it is not formally affiliated with the Mt Victoria Residents Association, New Crossways, or 
www.mtvictoria.org.nz.  
If you’d like to volunteer to help with writing, editing, managing, and/or distributing the Newsletter please contact us. Our 
website is at www.mtvicnews.org.nz; you can find current and back issues there.       
       Harriet Margolis & Patrick McCombs, for the Newsletter team 

 

 

Councillor Nicola Young 
Wellington’s economic growth is lagging behind the rest of New Zealand, which is why the Council is investing for 
growth through our 10 Year Plan. The Mayor is proposing a 3.9% average rates increase over the next 10 years, of 
which 0.8% is earmarked for her Big Ideas (the airport extension, a film museum, convention centre, a tech hub…). This 
money should be ring-fenced so that it can be returned to ratepayers if not required. 

The Plan is now out for consultation until April 17, and it’s important you have your say in our city’s future, and how 
we can make it better. Check it out at www.our10yearplan.co.nz and register your feedback online. A major upgrade is 
proposed for Kent and Cambridge Terraces in 2017/18, with increased planting to give the city a ‘green edge’, 
improved transport connections (yes, that includes cycling!), stronger links to the waterfront, CBD and the new 
Memorial Park, plus more apartments. Adelaide Road is also earmarked for redevelopment, with increased housing and 
high quality public spaces. 

Legal highs are back on the Council’s agenda. If we don’t designate where they can be sold, the Government has 
decreed they can be sold city-wide. It’s likely Council will reluctantly agree to sales in the central city, although 
‘sensitive’ areas like central Cuba Street will be ring-fenced; just as well, with the work about to start on the new 
$80million Whitireia and WelTec polytechnics joint campus for 1000 students.  Nicola 

Nicola.young@wcc.govt; 021 654 844 

 

Readers still buzzing 

Editors’ note: In January we ran a Mt Victorian’s 
account of having a drone hover repeatedly over her 
house. In February we published a response criticizing 
the writer for being a luddite. On 18 March, during 
Kathryn Ryan’s Nine to Noon, in a segment on media 
law, Ursula Cheer discussed the legal implications for 
media using drones for news gathering. Try 
www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/ninetonoon/
20150318 if you’d like to hear the 13min talk. In the 
meantime, we have 2 further letters in response. 

Dear Editor 
I applaud Mr Sargentina for responding to last months 
letter of complaint about the drones at the basin 
reserve. It does indeed paint Mt Victoria residents in an 
overly localist light. This approach towards a mere 
drone only reinforces the NIMBY mentality of many 
Wellingtinians towards traffic improvements in the 
CBD. Thank you Mr Sargentina for expressing your 
views on this matter, and I would add my suggestion 
that poorly maintained rental accommodation in Mt 
Victoria be added to the list of issues we should be 
focused on.  
Kind regards,  
Emily Broadmore 
Roxburgh St 

Sir/Madam 
I was delighted to read the letter in March’s MVRA 
newsletter by Scott Sargentina in response to a letter 
complaining of drones which appeared in the February 
newsletter. 

Mr Sargentina’s letter has given me hope that there are 
others residing in Mt Vic who have common sense and 
a positive approach to living here. Having lived in Mt 
Vic for over 20 years and being a huge fan of all it has 
to offer, I’m often dismayed by the negativity that 
pervades your newsletter (and other local publications) 
by the Mt Vic nimby people who are never happy unless 
they have something to complain about. The drone 
letter was a perfect example of this. Another sad 
example was a previous letter complaining of the hum 
created by road cleaning machines in the city in the 

early hours of the morning. I wonder what will be next 
– the width of the buses driving through Mt Vic 
perhaps? 

Mr Sargentina suggests that the Mt Vic Newsletter and 
Mt Vic residents “should be absolutely focused on 
addressing the issues of a second tunnel, the bypass 
and correcting traffic issues”. I couldn’t agree more. I 
wonder how many other like-minded people live in Mt 
Vic and would be prepared to support some progress 
on the traffic issues that affect the whole of the 
Wellington region, not just Mt Vic residents? Maybe it’s 
time we got together, stood up and were counted as 
the voice of reason. I’m happy to start such a campaign 
and can be contacted as per my details below – 
assuming my letter sees the light of day of course. 
Beverley Main  beverley@baylymain.com 
Brougham St 

Thanks, Bev.  
1) We print all letters responding to previous issues of 
the Newsletter, and we are happy to print yours as 
well as Mr Sargentina’s. Let us know what response you 
get to your proposed campaign; we’re interested in 
reporting that, too.  
2) The Newsletter is not published by the MVRA. As an 
independent, volunteer organization we exist only to 
build community by broadcasting local information 
provided by the community for the community. We are 
keen to promote opportunities for residents to become 
involved in community activities, such as this month’s 
Treasure Hunt, and to share responsibility for keeping 
Mt Victoria such a great place to live. 
Like the Residents Association, the Newsletter focuses 
on local issues. Right now MVRA is looking for someone 
to step up as President. This Newsletter is always 
asking for more people prepared to help. “Ownership” 
of the Newsletter has rotated through the 
neighbourhood for 39 years and we would happily pass 
it to anyone prepared to take on the responsibility to 
keep it going. 

Patrick McCombs & Harriet Margolis, co-editors 
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