
!
!
!!

August 2014 
Bridge Debacle: NZTA have only themselves to blame 

Patrick McCombs reflects on the Board of Inquiry flyover decision.  
NZTA would have saved themselves a lot of pain, cost, 
and embarrassment if they had listened more to Mt 
Victoria residents. The Board of Inquiry did not turn 
down the application because the engineers can’t build 
a decent bridge, but because they adopted tunnel 
vision (excuse the pun) on their wish for an elevated 
road. They demonstrated that they lack the skills to 
carry out a proper public consultation. The outcome 
would have been different if NZTA had managed to 
persuade people that there was a problem, and that all 
the alternative solutions had been properly explored. 
They failed to do that. Instead their “consultation” 
asked residents to choose between flyovers A & B. 

In 2009 this Newsletter said that we “will not be 
campaigning for any particular roading solution, but 
will advocate for an effective consultation process”. We 
told NZTA that local residents who would be affected 
by the roading proposals wanted an opportunity to sit 
down quietly with NZTA to discuss 1) the problem as 
seen from different perspectives, 2) possible remedial 
actions or solutions, 3) the impacts and costs of the 
available solutions, and 4) the net advantages of the 
options. We said that being asked to wait until the 
experts have decided what is needed before 
commenting would not provide an opportunity to 
influence the plans nor let people feel they have been 
heard. 

The Mt Victoria Residents Association, Save the Basin 
and our local Historical Society, together with individual 
residents from Mt Victoria, Newtown and Mt Cook, have 
needed to expend effort and money to prove that 
point. Let’s hope that NZTA has learnt some lessons, 
and that we can address the Basin’s issues together 
from now on. 

The	  Board	  of	  Inquiry	  decision	  
Having found that the proposed flyover would have 
significant urban design impacts, the Board needed to 
understand how NZTA had selected that option. The 
streamlined law did not require the Board to find that 
no better alternative existed, just to check that options 
had been identified and considered in a proper way. 
However, NZTA was unable to explain how their 
experts had evaluated their 5 options against 4 criteria: 
built heritage, social impact, transportation, and 
townscape. NZTA’s tunnel option scored better than 
the flyover but, as the Board recorded, the technical 
report “does not present an explicit conclusion 
regarding which option is preferred overall, although it 
is implicit that Option A [the flyover] is preferred”.  

The Board was unable to replicate the decision-making 
process that had led the NZTA Directors to confirm the 
flyover as their preferred option.  

Even when NZTA re-examined the flyover option after 
money was found for the National War Memorial Park, 
their report was slammed by the Board: “It was not a 
careful evaluation of options in light of the decision by 
the government to underground Buckle St. … At most it 
could be called nothing but a cursory review of the 
situation.”  

The Key to Future Developments 

Bridge supporters said that clearing congestion at the 
Basin by grade separation is needed to allow other 
improvements, including the Bus Rapid Transport 
system and the second tunnel. However the Board 
pointed out that by law they could only consider things 
outside the application if they already existed, not 
future plans. The Board said there was a difficulty 
because NZTA had chosen to seek approval for the 
bridge and tunnel separately: “In having made that 
strategic decision, the Transport Agency must now 
accept the consequences of doing so.” 

Impacts on Mt Victoria neighbourhoods 

The Board was appalled at the lack of information 
about the impact on Mt Victoria residents. It spread the 
blame for this beyond NZTA, noting that neither the 
Wellington City Council nor the Regional Council 
commissioned social impact reports, “notwithstanding 
their policy and strategy interests in social matters and 
their support for the Project”. The Board said: 

“While setting out a comprehensive listing of 
potential social impacts [the NZTA report] rarely 
provides an explanation of the logic underpinning 
the assessment. …Of particular interest to us is 
the fact that the text does not appear to 
acknowledge the local experience, knowledge and 
perspectives of the potentially affected people.  

“The final assessments appear to us to rely ... almost 
exclusively – on the assessments of technical 
experts in transportation (travel benefits, 
accessibility benefits, active mode benefits) and 
amenity (noise, air quality, dust, etc). In this regard, 
we note that the validity of some of these 
assessments is contested by other experts and 
submitters.  

“We conclude that this aspect of the social impact 
assessment adds little to the understanding of 
benefits and adverse effects that we gain from the 
technical evidence on which it relies.”  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Community Events  
Transition Towns: Tues, 12 July, 7:30pm, New 
Crossways, 6 Roxburgh St. All welcome.  

We will see a follow-up to last month's EcoVillage 
documentary. It takes us through the first few years of 
the Lammas community in Wales, showing the low 
impact building and development of the gardens in the 
face of local opposition and stringent local authority 
conditions.  

For more info, contact Frank Cook: 027 649 6508. 

The group also offers to help with your bokashi bucket 
if you do not have space for the contents and to act as 
facilitator linking up people in the area who have 
gardens they struggle to keep going with people who 
would like to garden. Contact Pat Hubbard, 384 2646, 
for further information. 

Innermost Gardens:  
The Mt Victoria Community Garden is located on the 
greenbelt to the right off the top of Majoribanks St.  
All welcome. www.innermostgardens.org.nz/ 

Gardening Sundays:  
1st & 3rd of each month, 11am-2pm. 

Hiring of the Charles Plimmer House:  
$15/hour, $50/4 hours; we can be flexible. Contact 
Margaret or Ian (iandmgarrett@gmail.com). 

Scottish Country Dancing: Wednesdays, 7.30pm. 
St Marks Community Hall, Dufferin St, Basin Reserve. 

Beginners welcome. Contact Elaine on 389-3597. !
Thanks from Ellen! 

Thanks to those hardy souls who helped the Mt Victoria 
bush regeneration group plant some natives on the Mt 
Victoria town belt on 12 July, especially Jackie, Rona, 
Lucy, and Ava. It was cold and wet.  

Everyone can help by keeping to the tracks so the 
little plants can grow. !

Unclassified Advertisements 
Free 3-line ads to newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz by 20th 

of month. Please include an expiry date for editor &/
or buyers. Mt Victoria connection, please. 

•Babysitter: 14-year-old; any night of the week. Call 
Milly on 043856423. 

•Yoga: every Mon from 4 Aug, 5:30-6:30pm, $12/
night. Innermost Gardens hall. Mats provided. Call 
Muni 027 801 0004. 

•Pilates, Yoga, & Zumba at Crossways: Pilates: Thu 
12.05 & Sat 12; Yoga (Koha): Fri 12.30; Zumba: Wed 
5.30 & Sun 12.10. SoulMarita 0223439258 

•Workshops to improve your life: Newtown Comm Centre, 
noon. Life Assessment 16 Aug; Goal Setting, 2 & 30 Aug. 
Koha. RSVP 0211812829; amit@presence.net.nz. 

•Babysitter: 3rd year uni student available for 
babysitting, dog walking, or cleaning. All enquiries 
contact Rebecca on 027 683 2117. 

•Accommodation wanted in Mt Victoria area: For 
Innermost Gardens manager. Ph Grant 021 1742603 
or grant.b.lyon@gmail.com. 

•Room wanted: Mature, employed man looking for a 
room, board, or housesit in Mt Victoria home. Ph/text 
0274 361 787. !

Registered to vote? 

Aren’t sure you’re registered to vote in the upcoming 
election? Check into it: www.elections.org.nz/voters/
enrol-check-or-update-now 

CQS Plan ahead! Save the date: 7 Mar 2015 
Clyde Quay School will be 125 years old in 2015. Plans 
are underway for celebrations. Expect more news as we 
get closer to the date. 

Vacancies at St Mark’s Preschool 
Part-time and full-time vacancies are available for 3-5 
year olds. For more information, phone 385-9489.  

From the Mt Victoria Residents Association 
MVRA commends the Board of Inquiry for producing a sound, well-reasoned draft decision declining the NZTA 
application for a flyover at the Basin Reserve. A big thank you to our supporters who have hung in for the long haul 
to avert the blighting of our neighbourhood and our city. 

We have a huge debt of thanks to the experts - Richard Reid, Jan Mccredie, John Foster, David Young - who presented 
evidence clearly discounting NZTA’s ridiculous claims. We also thank Rod Oram for his presentation. We acknowledge 
all the local heroes: the many residents who faced the Board of Inquiry to fight for their neighbourhood. 

Our next event is the Parliamentary Election Candidates meeting on Thursday, 14 August, 7.30pm, at New 
Crossways. Come and listen to the local candidates, ask your questions, and decide who will best represent your 
ideals for your family and New Zealand. 

Elaine Hampton, President 

Mt Victoria Historical Society 
There’s been a lot of talk about World War I commemorations recently. MVHS is planning a unique contribution to 
commemorations – and we need your help. We want to research and create a sketch of Mt Victoria at the time of 
World War 1, including men and women who went overseas, in whatever role; people and businesses who supported 
them at home; and ordinary (or not so ordinary) life in Mt Vic between 1914 and 1918. A distillation of the research 
will be shared via our website and other public displays. 

We’d love to hear from you if you have stories about ancestors who lived in Mt Vic during the War, letters to or from 
them, diaries or photos, or if you know of activities related to the War that took place in Mt Vic (say, at a school or 
church). No morsel of history is too small – who knows where it might lead or what gap it may fill. 

To get in touch, contact Joanna on 385 2254 or jonewman@xtra.co.nz. 

Mt Victoria Historical Society has been researching the neighbourhood’s stories since 1996; it offers a huge range of 
events, guided walks, and a quarterly newsletter. For more information, visit  www.mtvictoria.history.org.nz.	  !

http://www.innermostgardens.org.nz/
mailto:iandmgarrett@gmail.com
mailto:mtvicnewsletter@xtra.co.nz
mailto:amit@presence.net.nz
mailto:grant.b.lyon@gmail.com
mailto:jonewman@xtra.co.nz
http://www.mtvictoria.history.org.nz/
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Councillor Mark Peck 
In its 572 page ‘Draft Decision’, the Board of Enquiry has declined resource consent for the flyover. The draft is 
comprehensive and deals extensively with the issues and the evidence. 

This is a victory for the people, who have prevailed against the power of the mighty. Well done to Tim Jones, Alana 
Bowman, and the team! And this vindicates MP Grant Robertson’s determination to hold out against the flyover.  

But hold the champagne just now. The decision is a draft decision with more submissions yet to be made to the draft 
from NZTA. And who knows what the Government may do before Parliament rises for the election.  

Outrageous as it would be, they could use urgency to pass an enabling bill through all its stages. This would take 
Peter Dunne’s support, since now that John Banks is gone Dunne is probably the Government’s majority on this.   

I am advised that, otherwise, NZTA could re-lodge an application that combines the flyover with the ‘next stage’ (the 
2nd Mt Victoria Tunnel). This is a matter for NZTA. Given their history, are they to be trusted? 

So, no champagne for a while yet, but do bask in some richly deserved reflective glory for now. And a little sparkling 
water is most appropriate!       Mark 

If you’re going to complain . . . come hear what we 
could do about it! 

Tired of tagging, broken glass, and speeding traffic 
around Mt Victoria? Then come to a public meeting to 
discuss positive solutions to these ongoing issues. The 
aim is to develop some action points to address these 
issues on a long-term basis. Representatives of the 
Police and Council will be there to answer your 
questions.    

Date: Saturday, 9 Aug 2014 

Time: 3-4:30pm 

Place: New Crossways Community Centre,  
           6 Roxburgh St, Mt Victoria 

For more information, contact Iona on 021-227-8509 

A Star-ing attraction among a wealth of choices 
Mt Victorians are lucky to have most of the venues for 
the NZ International Film Festival on our doorstep. 

Among this year’s local films is Aunty and the Star 
People, about Wellington author Jean Watson. About 30 
years ago she sold her Aro Valley house to fund a 
children’s home in southern India. Jean, now 80, 
spends a few months there every year. Aunty premieres 
at the Paramount on Sat, 2 Aug, at 2.30pm. (Second 
screening at Te Papa on Monday, 4 August at 1.30pm.) 

Crossways Community Creche fundraiser 
A gala evening fundraiser for Crossways Community 
Creche will be held on Sat, 20 Sept, 7.30pm, at New 
Crossways, 6 Roxburgh St. This event is for current and 
past creche parents and all community-minded people 
who want to support the creche. We have been in our 
new premises at 61 Majoribanks St for nearly 12 
months and we are continuing to fundraise. Tickets are 
$50 - please book your tickets at 
fundraising@crosswayscreche.org.nz. We look forward 
to seeing you there for a fun evening out! 

New Crossways  
Located at 6 Roxburgh St, New Crossways acts as Mt 
Victoria’s community rooms. Activities range from 
various sorts of dancing (for pleasure as well as 
classes), meetings (from a local book group to the 
Toastmasters), and opportunities to socialise at a 
weekly community cafe. For details, please check 
www.crossways.org.nz. !

Wellington CBD Parking Policy Study 
You can participate in an independent research study 
about Wellington City’s policies on car parking - 
whether you drive or not! 

The study aims to identify the acceptability and 
perceived effectiveness of different parking policies. 
There are no right or wrong answers. We are interested 
in your opinion of how parking may be improved.  

Kate Coles, a Master’s student from VUW’s 
Environmental Studies programme, is leading the 
study, supervised by Dr Wokje Abrahamse, a Lecturer in 
Environmental Studies there.For further information 
about the project, please contact kate.coles@vuw.ac.nz. 
The online survey should take around 10-15 minutes to 
complete. – www.vuw.qualtrics. com/ SE/?
SID=SV_55aP0pMaXRE6fmR 

Deadline for next newsletter: 18th of month.  Email: newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz. 
The Mt Victoria Newsletter has been an independent publication for over 35 years. Supported by its sponsors, 
advertisers, and volunteers, it is not formally affiliated with the Mt Victoria Residents Association, New Crossways, or 
www.mtvictoria.org.nz.  
If you’d like to volunteer to help with writing, editing, managing, and/or distributing the Newsletter please contact us. 
Our website is at www.mtvicnews.org.nz; you can find current and back issues there.       
       Harriet Margolis & Patrick McCombs, for the Newsletter team

Among the flyover Board’s findings: 
• We were left uncertain of the extent of actual 

consultation undertaken by the social impact 
assessors specifically related to the assessment 
work, particularly with those most likely to be most 
adversely affected;  

• We see little evidence of community perspectives 
expressed in the analysis and description of social 
effects;  

• We cannot find where the social data assembled for 
the assessment has been used in the analysis of 
potential social effects;  

• We could find little discussion of the potential 
longer-term social consequences of some of the 
direct effects identified; and  

• We could find no discussion of the distribution of 
social effects. 

Mt Victoria Residents Association 
Invites you to hear !

Wellington Central 
Parliamentary Election Candidates  !

Thursday 14 August. 7.30pm 
New Crossways, 6 Roxburgh St

mailto:fundraising@crosswayscreche.org.nz
http://www.crossways.org.nz
mailto:kate.coles@vuw.ac.nz
mailto:newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz
http://www.mtvictoria.org.nz
http://www.mtvicnews.org.nz
mailto:newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz
http://www.mtvictoria.org.nz
http://www.mtvicnews.org.nz
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