
 

 

 
 
 
 

June 2015 
The Council has plans for our city edge 

The Council’s 10 year plan, published in March for 
feedback, set out their ideas for updating and developing 
Kent & Cambridge Terr, the Basin Reserve, and Adelaide 
Rd. One theme of the plan is to develop housing choices 
and to promote a vibrant inner city. It talks about the 
transformation of Victoria St into an exciting, pedestrian-
friendly inner-city neighbourhood. The upgrade that is 
underway there will include street trees, new lighting, wider 
footpaths, and bus and cycle lanes. It will support proposed 
developments expected to provide a new higher education 
campus, and up to 1100 new apartments in three projects 
in the next couple of years. 
Plans have been drawn up for the city end of Adelaide Rd, 
which will be redeveloped into a vibrant, mixed-use 
neighbourhood with high quality public spaces, rapid bus 
links, improved pedestrian and cycle links, new 
developments, housing apartments, workplaces, shops and 
cafes. The redevelopment will include road-widening and 
reconfiguration, and will support the development of up to 
2500 new dwellings and 51,000 square metres of 
commercial space. 
The vision for Kent and Cambridge Terr includes 
redeveloping the area by:  

• strengthening transport connections for buses, 
cycles, pedestrians, and private cars  

• using planting and streetscape improvements to 
give the city a “green edge” and strengthen 
connections with the waterfront, central city, and 
Memorial Park  

• supporting more apartment and commercial/retail 
development, ultimately providing for up to 
2100 new dwellings and 180,000 square metres of 
commercial and office space. 

There is also talk of opening the stream that’s piped under 
the centre strip between the terraces. With landscaping, 
planting and seats, this would be a fabulous idea! 

The future of the Basin Reserve is covered by a master plan 
that presents a 25-year vision for the future of the ground. 
The key features are to retain the premiere test status of 
the stadium and to enhance the Basin Reserve as a local 
recreation space for the community. Redevelopment would 
include the integration of more usable public space to 
enhance the “Village Green” feel of the grounds, and the 
installation of flood lights. Seating at the ground would be 
maintained at 9,000, but could be increased to 15,000 for 
major events through the use of temporary seating. 

Robbie Williams is booked to perform at the Basin on  
31 October this year. 

A question mark remains over the earthquake-prone 1924 
pavilion and whether to strengthen the stand or to replace it 
with a tiered embankment that would include public space 
facilities such as a playground, trees and park seating.  

Local residents are likely to take an interest in these 
development ideas that are right in our backyard, or more 
accurately our front lawn. We can expect them to be 
welcomed for bringing more life and services to our 
neighbourhood, replacing car-yards with well-designed 
apartment buildings. The town planning rules for the 
boundary where inner city development rules butt against 
our houses have been sorted out over recent years, largely 
through the committed work of our Residents Association, 
so everyone knows what’s expected and the developers can 
get on the projects within the rules.  
Plans for bringing these ideas to reality will be developed 
by the City Council over the next few years. The Council 
says it’s “committed to working towards effective 
engagement in partnership with the community - we will 
engage in ways that give the community opportunities to 
not only contribute their ideas and views, but also partner 
with us to advance the city.”  Here’s a chance for Mt 
Victoria’s voices to be heard. 



 

 
Community Events  
Transition Towns: Tuesday, 2 June, 7:30pm, 
New Crossways, 6 Roxburgh St. All welcome. 
We will have copies of the government’s climate 
change proposal. Submissions are due Wed, 3 June. We 
will also show Bill McKibben's 2013 film Do the Math. 
McKibben founded the 350 movement. The film is 44 
minutes long. For further information, contact Frank 
Cook: 027 649 6508. 

Innermost Gardens:  
The Mt Victoria Community Garden and the Charles 
Plimmer House are located on the greenbelt to the 
right off the top of Majoribanks St.  
All welcome. www.innermostgardens.org.nz  

Compost bins available at the Gardens are only for 
household vegetable scraps. Please cover fresh waste 
with the coffee husks from the adjacent black bin. 

Gardening Sundays:  
1st & 3rd of each month, 11am-2pm. 

Hiring Plimmer House/Innermost Gardens:  
$15/hour, $50/4 hours; we can be flexible. Contact 
Margaret or Ian (iandmgarrett@gmail.com).  

Scottish Country Dancing: 
St Marks Community Hall, Dufferin St, Basin Reserve. 
All welcome. 

Wednesdays at 7.30pm. Beginners welcome; qualified 
tutor. For further info, call Elaine: 389-3597.  

Mt Vic Bush Regeneration Group 
Sun, 28 June, 10am. All welcome. 

We’ll meet near Moeller meadow - up the drive from 
Moeller - Palliser Road by the map. Bring your favourite 
tool and gloves. We will be getting ready for planting 
out the new winter plants, which starts Sunday 12 July. 

Just turn up or give Ellen a call on 0211067139. 

Kindy spaces available: 
PikoPiko Clyde Quay Kindergarten has a few places 
available in their little group that meets Wednesdays & 
Fridays, 8.20am - 12.30pm. This group has children 
from about 2 ½ year olds and up. Interested? Contact 
us: 04 3850441; clydequay@wmkindergartens.org.nz  
Feel free to come visit.  

Crossways Community Crèche  

Crossways Community Crèche is a parent-run early 
learning centre at 61 Majoribanks St in Mt Victoria for 
children aged 1-5. Our teaching approach supports 
children to construct their own knowledge and 
understanding through learning at their own pace. We 
have an excellent child-to-teacher ratio with 18 children 
per session, three qualified teachers, and up to two 
volunteers. Sessions run 8:30am - 1:15pm, Mon-Fri. 
Please contact enrolments@crosswayscreche.org.nz or 
04 384 8201. 

 
Mt Victoria Historical Society  
Mt Victoria Historical Society offers a huge range of 
events, guided walks, and a quarterly newsletter 
packed full of interest. For info or to join, contact 
jonewman@xtra.co.nz or visit the website at 
www.MtVictoria.history.org.nz.  

Unclassified Advertisements 
Free 3-line ads to MtVicNewsletter@gmail.com by 20th 

of preceding month. Include an expiry date for editor 
& buyers. Mt Victoria connection, please. 

• Celebrate! WEGC’s 90th reunion, 23-24 Oct 2015. 
coincides with Labour Weekend. Email 
oncewereeasters@wegc.school.nz for info. 

• Babysitter: Experienced; have first aid training;  
Year 11 WEGC student. Contact Niamh Murphy: 
0212396929. 

• Babysitter: reliable teenager; any night of the week. 
Call Milly on 04 3856423. 

• Garage to rent: secure, dry garage in Mt Victoria to 
rent. $40 pw. Ph/text 021 0701 860. 

Help still needed to defeat flyover 
Help the Mt Victoria Residents Association Inc to 
participate in the High Court appeal hearing instigated 
by the NZ Transport Agency and for the Association to 
continue its support for ground-level alternatives.  
The High Court appeal hearing is presently set down 
for Monday 20 July and has had 10 working days set 
aside. There is still a significant shortfall in the funds 
needed for legal representation. Those supporting the 
case being made by the MVRA are encouraged to enter 
the hearing dates in their diaries.  

Please donate towards legal representation and other 
costs associated with fighting NZTA’s High Court 
appeal of the decision against consent for the flyover. 
Send a cheque to MVRA, Box 19056, Wellington 6149, 
or deposit to MVRA’s BNZ bank account –  
020560 0030689 00 – with your name and  
“Court appeal” in the reference.  
To receive a formal receipt, email your details to Sue 
Watt, MVRA Treasurer, at whathouse@xtra.co.nz   
 

New Crossways Community Centre 

School Holiday Programme: Marita Latin Culture 
performing arts, crafts and well-being 

*July 6th and 8th, 9am-12.30 pm for 5-9 years old, 
with older siblings welcome 

*July 15th, 9am-12pm for 3-5 years old 

Kids will learn from yoga and meditation, as well as 
participate in a traditional Inca ceremony. Peru 
celebrates its independence in July, so cultural dances 
and singing in Spanish will be the highlight. Kids will 
learn “Huayno” from the Andes and “Afro-Peruvian” 
dance from the coast. Kids will get to express 
themselves through drawing and painting on paper.  
These 3 workshops – on Mon, Wed, and then the next 
Wed - will build self-confidence, as well as inspire 
personal growth and development. Participants will get 
exposure to a wonderful culture.  
For further information, check www.soulmarita.com, or 
contact Marita (022 343 9258; info@soulmarita.com) or 
the New Crossways Community Centre 
(www.crossways.org.nz). 

 

Our First World War heritage – places of local and 
national interest 
New Crossways, 6 Roxburgh St, Sunday, June 21, 2pm 
Imelda Bargas and Tim Shoebridge, Senior Historians at 
the Ministry for Culture and Heritage, will talk about 
their book, New Zealand’s First World War Heritage. 
They will be joined by Moira Smith from Wellington City 
Council, who will talk about the Council’s World War I 
heritage trail, Wellington’s Parades and Places. 
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Councillor Mark Peck 

Mt Victoria Residents Association Facebook page – a great idea! 

What a good idea to set up a Facebook page for Mt Victoria Residents Association and those who want to keep tabs on 
the news in the vicinity. I was invited to like the page and it was one of the first things I did this morning. 
The Residents Association has recently been busy advocating for residents to Council in considering the Long Term 
Plan for the City. It is clear why. There are issues of heritage which need addressing. Transport is always a biggie. I see 
that the MVRA has consistently taken a strong stance on the place of walking and cycling as the preferred means of 
commuting to and from the city. 
Now of course there are plans to develop a tree-lined stream along Kent and Cambridge Terr to assist with dealing with 
days of deluge. This need not be a controversial matter, as it is merely reinstating what was originally the case a wee 
while ago. 
When I think of the diversity of the “Mount” I remember my time living at Moncrieff St. In the flat we occupied we were 
neighboured by the Quakers and the Tararua Tramping Club. The school was just across the road and we purchased 
our vegetables from a group who had organised a community market. 

So the Facebook page will serve to keep all informed on a regular basis and provide a forum for feedback. Good work.  
I will watch with interest the development of “community” on this platform.               Mark        Mark.Peck@wcc.govt.nz 

 

Wanna join the Newsletter team? 
Do you have an interest in your community and its 
goings on? We are looking for some help with 
producing and distributing the Newsletter.   
If you would like to contribute by writing for the 
Newsletter, either regularly or on a specific topic, 
please get in touch. The more voices that can be heard 
through the Newsletter, the better. There’s room for 
participating as an editor, too. 
If you can spare an hour or two each month, and live 
south of Pirie St, perhaps you could become one of our 
“wholesalers,” counting out a box of Newsletters into 
shopping bags and dropping them off to a dozen of 
our delivery volunteers.  

If you would like a little exercise and a chance to bump 
into your neighbours, we would appreciate help with 
delivering the Newsletters. Most of the runs are simply 
around one or two blocks. Please let us know if you can 
help, even if you would prefer to be on the backup 
roster to cover for regulars who are unavailable. 

Harriet Margolis, Patrick McCombs 
Co-editors. Ph: 934 3173    

Email:  MtVicNewsletter@gmail.com 

 

Drones told to buzz off 
The Government has announced that from August 
drone operators will be required to gain consent if they 
wish to fly a drone above private property. The issue 
was raised in the February edition of this Newsletter 
after a drone being used to film cricket at the Basin 
Reserve flew over Mt Victoria homes. 
 

New World’s ongoing support for 
schools 
The Chaffers New World supermarket has a scheme 
that allows shoppers to support our local schools by 
dropping your receipt into a box near the exit. 

Barometers on the boxes show that from the scheme 
Clyde Quay has received $10,000 and St Marks $3,300.  
But for your receipt to count, you must first take it to 
the service desk to be stamped before pushing it into 
the slot. Thank you, New World ! 

MVRA: Bring back the bells 

The Mt Victoria Residents Association has written to 
Hon Chris Finlayson requesting priority be given to 
restoring the War Memorial Bell Tower’s bellframes, the 
bells, and their mechanisms so that the carillon can 
return to being heard regularly. 
For several years the bells have been mostly silent. 
Previously Mt Victorians could hear the carillon Monday 
to Thursday at noon, and Sunday at 3pm. Because of 
the imperative to have the tower strengthened and 
looking its best for the 100-year ANZAC 
commemorations, it appears that the bells have been 
left to languish. 

MVRA is also considering the merits of initiating a 
petition to Parliament. Further progress will be advised 
in the July issue of the Newsletter. 
Meanwhile, those who value the charm of carillon 
music may wish to write to the Minister. With 74 bells, 
our carillon has international status; it’s the world’s 
third largest. 
For more information, look for a recent Kim Hill 
interview with carillonist Timothy Hurd on Radio New 
Zealand's website. 

Next Meeting - MVRA Committee 

5.30pm, Thurs, 4 June, library at back of Tararua 
Tramping Club Hall, on Moncrieff St. 

The committee meets first Thursday of the month. 

The committee is keen to hear suggestions for 
improving Mt Victoria. In particular we welcome 
suggestions for installing public seating for the young 
as they meander and the elderly as they struggle up 
the Mt Vic slopes. 
Contact us: PO Box 19 056, www.mvra.org.nz  
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