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Have we got what we wanted?

Response has been mixed to the Government’s decision to trench Buckle St as part of creating a proper 
Memorial Park. For Mt Cook Mobilised (a residents’ association), this marks a major success. For Iona 
Pannett, it’s an inappropriate expenditure. For others, it offers hope that more of the larger roading 
project can be trenched despite the NZTA’s recent announcement that it favors Option A, meaning that 
it plans to build a flyover right next to the Basin Reserve. While 
many residents likely to be affected by the flyover may prefer Op-
tion A instead of the hypothetical location further away from the 
Basin Reserve, some prefer Option X - and there are even some 
folks who bravely question why we’re keeping the Basin Reserve.
If you’d like to make your opinion known, contact us at 
newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz.

Detagging Mt Victoria - 
Are you affected?

Here’s a photo of the bus stop at the intersection of Brougham and Elizabeth  
streets. According to a Mt Victoria resident, it was “detagged/repainted 1100 
Thursday 02/08; retagged Friday 03/08 before 0900; detagged again Monday 
0600!” It is a popular target, having been tagged and detagged at least once 
more in August.
Mt Victoria is currently experiencing an upsurge in tagging and graffiti. Pita King 
– the WCC officer responsible for detagging operations - says the current rash of 
tagging across the city is the worst he has seen. Despite 5 full-time staff plus 
contractors on the job, there is a backlog of clean-up work.
Some people believe there is a difference between tagging and graffiti, in that tagging is meaningless 
vandalism by scribbling names, initials, or symbols on property, whereas graffiti is intended to make a 
statement, often against society or government, or is thought of as a piece of art. However, if done 
without permission on someone else’s property, both are illegal. 
For most people tags are just incomprehensible marks, but many convey gang messages and a few are 
outright objectionable. Overall, however, tags attract more tags and can promote other property crime 
and vandalism as taggers become more confident about entering onto private properties and vandalis-
ing property further after sensing no one cares.
Mt Victoria residents can help by reporting and photographing tagging and promptly arranging the re-
moval of tags on their property, either by themselves or WCC. The quickest results come from painting 
over tagging. If you are thinking of doing this, it’s a good idea to get extra paint in case it happens 
again. There is also a commercially available remover at hardware and paint stores. 
Quick removal deters taggers from targeting an area again, as they do not get the recognition they seek. 
Taking photos of tags can help establish responsibility in the event reparation is sought from taggers.
To help Mt Victoria residents paint over tagging on their properties, the Newsletter has 10 vouchers, 
good for a free Resene test pot as well as discounts on 1L and 4L cans, available to the first 10 readers 
who request one (newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz). 
If your property is tagged, call the WCC on 499 4444 for help and to report the damage.

This Newsletter is 
sponsored by
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9-11 Tory Street
Wellington
Phone 04 385 7755
Fax 04 385 6644
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New Crossways (6 Roxburgh St) calendar: September
We get these details from crossways.org.nz/availability-calendar. Please check them with the contacts listed or the New Crossways staff.

Weekly classes   Contact 
Feldenkrais  Mon/Tues 6pm (thru 18th)  Sue 0274667123; Sarah 021996709 
Queer Tango  Mon 7pm messenger@queertangowellington.com  
Oasis Drop-in  Wed 1.30-4pm Josie 233 9697 
Core Connexion -  Wed 7pm Ingrid 3887939, 0212659027, info@coreconnexion.co.nz
Contact Improv   Thur 5.30pm Babette Berroth babetteberroth@web.de
Oasis Cafe  Fri 8pm Josie 233 9697
Argentine Tango  Sun 7.30pm Nina Van Duynhoven ninavanduynhoven@hotmail.com

Meetings
Classical Guitar Society Sun 2 Sept 4.30-6.30pm Jane Curry 4639794,  Jane.Curry@nzsm.ac.nz 
Crossways Creche Sat 8 Sept 2pm-4pm 
Span/Lat Amer Club Tues 4 Sept 7-10pm celw@xtra.co.nz 
Transition Towns Tues 11 Sept 7.30-9.30pm  frank.c.@clear.net.nz
MVRA AGM  Tues 25 Sept 7-9.30pm 
Wellington Meditation Wed 26 Sept 6.30-8.30am wellingtonmeditation@gmail.com 
WCC/GNS Earthquake mtg Thurs 27 Sept 7.30-9.30pm
Improv Dance  Fri 28 Sept 5.30-7.30pm

Meetings: Regular & Exceptional
Mt Vic Peaks Market: Sat, 8 Sept, 
10am - 3pm, 111 Brougham St.

Drop in for tea and cakes, music, and 
a changing array of stalls.

Transition Towns: Tues, 11 Sept, 
7:30pm, New Crossways. All welcome. 

Stan Abbott, Dir, Massey University’s 
Roof Water Research Centre, will talk 
about sustainable roof water harvest-
ing for earthquake affected communi-
ties. Stan’s talk includes lessons 
learned from the Christchurch quakes. 
For further info, 
transitiontowns.org.nz/wellington, or 
contact Frank Cook on 027 649 6508.
For help with your Bokashi bucket, 
contact Pat Hubbard on 384 2646.

Innermost Gardens Community 
Planting Day: Sun, 1 & 15 Sept, 11am-
1pm. Left of Lawson Pl off Majori-
banks (former Bandoliers site).

Innermost Gardens invites Mt Victoria 
residents to help reclaim the soil and 
garden 2 large fields. Each gardening 
day is followed by a pot luck lunch. 
Come to help, meet people, and learn.

Mt Victoria Historical Society: Sun, 
23 Sept, 2.30pm, Crossways
AGM and ‘Tales of the Sea’, a presen-
tation of nautically themed stories 
related to Mt Victoria. 
Come and share stories of your ances-
tors’ connection with the sea and 
Wellington.  
For more information about MVHS, 
phone Joanna Newman on 385 2254.

Overeaters Anonymous: Sat, 29 Sept, 
10am, 7 Moncrieff St.

Public meeting. All welcome. 

Not sure what to do? Call the SPCA.
Early last month, a Mt Victoria resident found a cat killed on the street 
and tried to do the right thing. She thought she had identified the owner, 
who was naturally very upset, but who turned out not to be the owner.

In the end, the SPCA was contacted and came by to help.

Since Mt Victoria has so many cats, we thought it might be useful to 
provide this reminder about the SPCA as well as possibly to let the real 
owner of this particular cat know what might have happened. (If you 
think you are the owner, contact the Newsletter and we may be able to 
put you in touch with the local residents who tried to help.)

. . . . . Let's talk about earthquakes 
Thurs, 27 Sept, 7.30pm, New Crossways. All welcome.

Wellington City Council is hosting a community briefing along with GNS 
Science meant to give you a better understanding of the earthquake risk 
to our city through an overview of 1) what has been done to make our 
city safer as well as 2) plans to improve our infrastructure’s resilience.

You’ll find out more about what you can do to make sure you and your 
family are ready for an earthquake. Take the opportunity to talk to our 
experts about earthquake issues over a cup of tea afterwards.

To register to attend, please visit www.Wellington.govt.nz/earthquake or 
phone 04 801 4219.

And remember the NEW ZEALAND SHAKEOUT on 26 Sept at 9.26am. 
Drop, Cover, Hold. To register: shakeout.govt.nz/register.

Unclassified Ads:
•NCEA Tutoring & Study Plans: English, economics, history. Give your 

young person support to perform well on NCEA. Call 027 236 6402.

•Nanny/Babysitting/Companion/Pet minding/Cooking/Plants 
watered/Shopping/Odd jobs: Honest, reliable, experienced woman 
w/references, available to work in Mt Victoria. Call 04 973 1709.

•Childcare/Housework:	   Available Weds & Thurs. Call 021 283 8767.

•Guitar Lessons: Reuben, at 0275609559 or reubenorton@gmail.com.

• Donate Children’s Books: Leave with Ambience in Elizabeth St, or ph 
3836076 for collection. Rotary Club will rehouse them appropriately.

•Public Speaking Coaching: Fearful of making speeches and business 
presentations, or of job interviews? I can help. Call Antony on 021 425 
926. First 45-min session free.

Free 3-line ads to newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz by 18th of month. 
Mt Victoria connection, please.

Book New Crossways, 6 Roxburgh St, for your party, meeting, or work seminar. 
Phone: 385 6090      crossways@crossways.org.nz   
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Councillor Iona Pannett
I write this piece in the wake of NZTA announcing that they will go ahead with the now $90m flyover. The visual impact will 
be significant for our community and the Basin, the benefit cost ratio of the project is marginal, and more affordable options 
should have been looked at, like travel demand management plans for schools and peak spreading. The next step is for NZTA 
to prepare a Notice of Requirement for the Environmental Protection Authority, who are likely to call in the project. This 
means a Board of Inquiry will be appointed to decide whether the flyover should get the necessary approvals and consents. 
This is likely to be in 2013.    
All is not lost, however. Those who wish to put a stop to this project can contact Kent Duston at kent@mtvictoria.org.nz to get 
involved in preparing for the Board of Inquiry.  
In other Wellington news, all the Councils around the region recently commissioned a survey on regional governance. Interest-
ingly, the idea of a supercity for the region was overwhelmingly rejected. 9% wanted this option whilst 58% wanted status quo 
with some shared services. The balance was made up of people who wanted other options or didn’t know. Feedback will be 
taken on board.         Iona Pannett 384-3382/021-227-8509

Mt Vic Peaks Marketeers

 
Clyde Quay School students started something new in 
August. According to Isabel Hutton, who attends CQS, 
each month a different classroom will be responsible for 
running a cake and cookie stall at the market. Students 
are raising funds for a camp trip to Nelson. Sweet!
(Next market is on Sat, 8 Sept, 10-3, 111 Brougham St.)

Local govt review: new deadline 
The deadline for submissions in response to proposed 
changes in local governance has been extended to Fri, 21 
Sept. Check out wellingtonreviewpanel.org.nz, where you 
can make an online submission or find out how to give 
your feedback via other media.
You could also attend a community meeting about the 
proposed changes on Mon, 3 Sept, at the Newtown Com-
munity Hall (cnr Daniell and Constable), 5.30-7.30pm.

Creche update & info day
Crossways Community Creche will hold an information 
session at New Crossways Community Centre, Sat, Sept 8, 
2-4pm to outline plans for renovating its new home at 61 
Majoribanks St as well as to update anyone wanting to 
support this Mt Victoria institution in its return to the 
community, including investing in the building itself. 
The creche asks that parents who wish their children to 
attend the creche register to secure their places. The 
creche hopes to move from its temporary home in New-

town to Mt Victoria in early 2013. It currently has 
some spaces for under and over two-year-olds. It 
offers 20 hours free ECE. Many children from the 
creche move on to Piko Piko Kindergarten and the 
creche maintains close ties with the kindergarten 
and its families. 

Great New Zealand Quake Off!
On 26 Sept at 9.26am, the first ever nationwide 
earthquake exercise will occur. For information and 
to register, shakeout.govt.nz/register. All together 
now: Drop, Cover, and Hold.

From Mt Victoria Residents Assn
NZTA have confirmed that they are going ahead 
with the flyover beside the basin reserve. For Mt 
Victoria residents road changes will increase trip 
times to the Eastern suburbs in the foreseeable 
future.  
The area is too important to have a cheap and nasty 
looking solution just to save NZTA further loss of 
face. Is the destruction of the basin environment 
and the surrounding heritage areas by a Douse 
bridge lookalike dumped at the end of the Terraces 
worth it? Why not wait, as with petrol today at a 
record high price other transport options may 
become viable. If Wellingtonians want immediate 
separation of traffic NZTA should look again at 
option X which is cost competitive with a flyover 
now that the Government has already allocated 
separate funding to implement part of the option X 
proposal and build the state highway under 
Memorial Park. 
We will continue to insist that the construction of 
this flyover be reconsidered in light of traffic flows 
and its poor utility value. 
Next meeting is 11 Sept, Crossways office, 6 
Roxburgh St, 7.30pm.
The community is invited to Crossways for our AGM, 
25 Sept, 7pm, with guest speakers Hon. Chris 
Finlayson, Grant Robertson and Gareth Hughes at 
7.30pm. Elaine Hampton, President, 802 4492

Deadline for next newsletter: 18th of month.  Email: newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz.
Published monthly except January, the Mt Victoria Newsletter has been an independent publication for over 35 years. 
Supported by its sponsors, advertisers, and volunteers, it is not affiliated with the Mt Victoria Residents Association, New 
Crossways, or www.mtvictoria.org.nz. As an open cooperative, the Newsletter welcomes volunteers at any time, including 
backup helpers, writers, and editorial contributors. We publish information specifically for residents of Mt Victoria, especially 
community announcements, organisational notices, and unclassified ads.   
        Harriet Margolis & Patrick McCombs, editors  
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Ambienc e  
Ideal gifts for Dad 

Right on your door step 
 

Free gift wrapping 
Buy local, think global 

       14 Elizabeth St, Open 7 Days 
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- Liposculpture 

38 Roxburgh St, Mt Victoria.  Ph 939 1353 
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mtvicnews.org.nz 
Yes!  The Mt Victoria Newsletter has a new website address.  Feel free to visit us there from now on.  
Our email address remains the same: newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz. 
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