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The way things were: Sheama Jakish’s childhood here

Thanks to reader Jane Tolerton for this bit of oral history. She reports that “Sheama was born in 1924 in New 
Plymouth and moved to Mt Victoria when she was four. She now lives in Whangarei but is a regular visitor at 
Booklovers B&B in Pirie St.

My father bought this house at 87 Ellice Street. It was a half veranda front bay window villa. It was on the slope of 
the hill and had a high side, two storeyed, at the back and an entrance side – like most of them.

There was a friendly rivalry between the children of the neighbourhood because we went to different schools—but 
no nastiness or animosity. Our family went to St Mark’s, a group went to Brougham St convent, and some went to 
Clyde Quay.  

St Mark’s being a church school, we had religious instruction. We had an Anzac Day—St Mark’s Day service on 25 
April in the church. The school became the choir, and the big excitement for me at those services was singing 
“Jerusalem.” It was so moving.

We had a garden at St Mark’s and we were given a little plot to tidy up. We put things in with little pictures and 
stones and shells—the sort of thing children do. 

We used to play a lot on the town belt, under the pine trees. We’d say, “Let’s go up the hill.” There was a grassy 
patch at the top where we played ball games and all sorts of other games.  

Richard and Mary Campion, and the rest of them, lived in the house on the corner of Pirie and Austin St. Their 
father was the local butcher in Pirie St, in the little group of shops where the dairy still is. There was a greengrocer 
on the corner and a grocery.

There were characters in the neighbourhood. The Wardrobe Man was a vagrant, I guess, and he carried everything 
in a suitcase. I think he camped up where they quarried out rock for roading. This is coming into the Depression.

My father had a two-floor restaurant—two dining rooms—at 35 Willis St. There’s a legend that his were the only 
windows that were not broken in the big unemployed march in Willis St [Editor’s note: probably in 1932] because he 
put out a butter box of leftovers every night. But I don’t know if that’s true.

I went to Wellington East from 1940. It was only about 300 girls—no Maoris, no Islanders, a couple of Chinese, some 
girls of Greek extraction, two or three Lebanese, and of course I was of Croatian extraction on one side. 

In the Wairarapa Earthquake (1942) the decorative urns and other things on the front of East were shaken off. It 
was at night. We woke up and read about it in the paper. A lot of people had close shaves with chimneys coming 
down. Mt Victoria wasn’t badly damaged. The city was, and the Teachers College in Kelburn was very badly 
damaged.  

The Teachers College was domiciled at Victoria University while it was repaired. But they didn’t have room for all 
the students, so some were sent out to sole charge schools. I went to Masterton. I was a fish out of water running a 
small school of 10 kids with no training, no experience. I was very glad when they found they had more 
accommodation and said, “Do you want to come back?”

I left Wellington around 1950 to do country service, which all teachers had to do. 

Later I was given the head teachership of Porirua Side School at Titahi Bay. The school wasn’t ready and my 

assistant and I did all our teaching on the beach. It was summer. It was lovely. I applied for the job there, but they 
gave it to a male teacher returning from the war.

Mayor’s greetings to Mt Victoria
“I'm delighted to have been re-elected as Mayor of Wellington, with a positive and enthusiastic group of councillors. 
Thanks to all who voted in the local body elections,” says Celia Wade-Brown. 

While statistics are not available for voter turnout at the neighborhood level, we’re happy to think that Mt Victoria 
residents were participants in the recent local election.

Congratulations to the Mayor and to Iona Pannett (as one of our Lambton Ward councillors) on their re-election and 
to Mark Peck and Nicola Young on winning their own campaigns for Lambton Ward councillor.
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New Crossways (6 Roxburgh St) Calendar:  November
We get these details from www.crossways.org.nz.  Please check them there or with the New Crossways manager (385 6090).

Weekly Classes/Meetings:  Monthly/One-Off Meetings & Events:
Feldenkrais  Mon & Tues 6pm  Wgtn Classical Guitar Soc  Sun, 3 Nov, 4pm
Queer Tango  Mon 7pm Toastmasters  Tues, 5 & 26 Nov, 7.30pm
Chinese Dancing  Tues 10am; Wed 10.30am  Book Group  Sun, 9 Nov, 5pm
Oasis Drop-in  Wed 1.30-4pm Spanish & Lat Amer Club  Tues, 12 Nov, 7pm
Core Connexion Dance  Wed 7.00pm NZ Poetry Society Sat, 16 Nov, 4pm
Contact Improv   Thur 5.30pm Transition Towns Tues, 19 Nov, 7.30pm
Tai Chi  Fri 10am  
Oasis Community Cafe Fri 8pm 
Argentine Tango  Sun 7.30pm 

Community Events 
Transition Towns: Tues, 19 Nov, 7:30pm, New 
Crossways. All welcome. Entry by koha.
We will watch the DVD The Nature of Cities, a one-hour 
documentary about projects and people in cities across 
the world who believe that as we become more 
urbanised we must reclaim an essential piece of our 
humanness—our connection to the nature around us.

For further information contact Frank Cook on 027 
649 6508.

The group also offers to help with your bokashi bucket 
if you do not have space for the contents and to act as 
facilitator linking up people in the area who have 
gardens they struggle to keep going with people who 
would like to garden. Contact Pat Hubbard on 384 
2646 for further information.

Innermost Gardens: 

The Mt Victoria Community Garden is located on the 
greenbelt to the right off the top of Majoribanks St. 
All welcome. http://www.innermostgardens.org.nz/

Gardening Sundays: 3rd and 17th.

Painting Day!!17 Nov.!We’ll be painting the!interior!of  
the Charles Plimmer house and would love for you to 
donate any brushes, pans, rollers—or just join the fun.

Hiring of the Charles Plimmer House:!

We'd love to have you hire Plimmer House at the top of 
Majoribanks St. $15/hour, $50/4 hours. We are 
prepared to be flexible, depending on the 
situation.!Contact Margaret or Ian Garrett 
iandmgarrett@gmail.com.

Clyde Quay School Carnival on 23 Nov 3-7pm
The Clyde Quay School Carnival, to be held on Sat, 23 
November, 3-7pm, will offer something for everyone.!

Come along for a great range of ethnic foods, cakes, 
books, quality second-hand clothes, and other items 
for sale.  There will also be a range of family 
entertainment provided by the school-children and the 
wider community throughout the afternoon. 

Reflecting the school community’s diversity, the ethnic 
foods available will include dumplings, Thai and Indian 
curries, roti, French and Russian crepes, and paella, 
just for example.!

Rain or shine, it will be a fantastic event for the school 
and our neighborhood.!

Unclassified Advertisements:
•Found on a Mt Victoria street: Sterling silver 

pendant with semi-precious stone. Please call 801 
9557 to claim.

•Thinking of selling your house? Considering a 
private sale? Mt Victoria resident wants to buy. 
Please contact Bronwen on 027 686-4260.

•Photographer: Family or pets lovingly photographed 
at a local location of your choice. 0211605317. 
clive@artfuldodge.co.nz / www.artfuldodge.co.nz.

•Space available for hire: Plimmer House (top 
Majoribanks St). Suitable for groups, days/evenings. 
0274255300/iandmgarrett@gmail.com.

•Flat wanted after Xmas: Young professional couple 
hoping for Mt Vic flat up to $420/w. Ph 027 248 
0418.

Free 3-line ads to newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz by 
18th of month. Mt Victoria connection, please.

Crossways Creche opens in Mt Victoria
Crossways Community Creche is delighted to 
announce that our early childhood centre will open in 
its Mt Victoria premises on 11 November. You'll find us 
at 61 Majoribanks St, a great central location on the 
corner with Hawker Street.!

We've been around for a long time, running a fabulous 
community-led facility for over 30 years. Returning to 
our original neighbourhood of Mt Victoria, into a newly 
converted 3-bedroom house, is very exciting for us. !

Enquiries are most welcome. Please ring to arrange a 
visit. Phone 384!8201

Mt Victoria Historical Society
Mt Victoria Historical Society offers a huge range of 
events, guided walks, and a quarterly newsletter 
packed full of interest. For more information or to join, 
contact jonewman@xtra.co.nz or visit the website at 
!!!"#$%&'$()&*"+&,$()-"()."/0. [Editor’s note: Please note 
the new website address.]

The End of a Social History

On the first Saturday in December for over 60 years, 
the Mt Victoria Residents Association has coordinated 
community volunteers to load unwanted junk onto 
rubbish trucks provided by the city council, in return 
for a donation. Alas, as a consequence of the council 
contracting out rubbish collection, and now street 
cleaning, this service has ended. The inorganic 
collection provided the main source of funds for the 
MVRA. Residents needing to dispose of stuff too large 
to fit into a yellow bag are now on their own. 
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Basin Flyover not a done deal
Residents in Mt Cook, Mt Victoria, Newtown, and the whole Wellington area are justifiably concerned about the Basin 
Reserve flyover. The final decision to build a flyover at the Basin Reserve is currently with the Environmental 
Protection Authority (EPA), but the government and NZ Transport Agency (NZTA) seemed determined to pursue 
spending $90 million despite 83% of submitters opposing it.

Both Annette King, MP for Rongotai, and I oppose the Basin flyover. It is a bad idea and not an answer to the 
frustration some feel about traffic congestion at this one location in Wellington.

NZTA appears to be following the instructions of the government that has no smart solutions for improving the way 
people and freight move around New Zealand.

The EPA is requiring that anybody who submitted attend meetings with the NZTA to “resolve concerns,” even if they 
noted in their submission that they don’t wish to be heard in person. The significance of these meetings on the final 
decision is unknown because they have never before happened in a Board of Inquiry process.

The Board of Inquiry will begin the hearings on 22 January and the decision is due by May 2014. Labour has 
promised that we will do whatever we can to stop the flyover, and support a transportation system within and 
around Wellington that is efficient, reduces congestion, promotes public transport, and helps protect our 
environment.

My Electorate Office telephone is 801 8079 and I am always happy to hear your comments on this or any other issue 
affecting the Mt Victoria community.

       Grant Robertson, MP for Wellington Central

Access to green spaces
Mt Victoria has a reputation for being a wealthy 
suburb, and certainly most houses in our community 
are at the top end of what most Wellingtonians can 
afford. But part of Mt Victoria’s appeal, in addition to 
the sheer beauty of its wooden Victorian architecture 
and the suburban gardens usually surrounding these 
large family houses, is its diversity—both current and 
historical. At the bottom of the mount, we have major 
commercial operations, including a KFC and a car 
dealership. At the top, we have a mandated green 
space, including an area designated for dogs to play, a 
bowling club, and a children’s playground, along with 
various official and unofficial pathways to go up, 
down, and across the mount. 

We also have a pair of paddocks, a shed, and the 
Charles Plimmer House in an area now largely taken 
over by Innermost Gardens, a community project with 
Council backing that is part of a larger effort to 
establish similar gardens throughout the city. The 
gardeners welcome the frequent visitors who happen 
onto these paddocks and wonder what’s happening.

At the moment Innermost Gardens is trying to raise 
$7,000 on PledgeMe to take on the lease for Plimmer 
House, a building previously used for other communal 
purposes. The gardeners’ aim in doing this is “to 
improve the ways we offer gardening experiences, 
provide inspiring spaces, and build the innermost 
garden community.” They expect to use Plimmer 
House for workshops, social events, and organizational 
meetings. 

Via their Grow & Sow Our Community!PledgeMe 
Campaign, Innermost Gardens have produced an 
eloquent request for assistance 
(see www.pledgeme.co.nz/1504). The group wants “to 
improve the ways we offer gardening experiences, 
provide inspiring spaces and build the innermost 
garden community. Whatever your level of gardening 
knowledge and experience, Innermost Gardens invites 
you to be part of our garden community. Innermost 
Gardens is a productive urban community garden. We 
bring people together through a love of gardening and 
provide a vehicle for people to share their knowledge 
and learn from one another. After all, having access to 
many green spaces is one of the things that makes 
Wellington ‘the coolest little capital in the world.’”

Thanks to Grant Lyon for the photo of a recent 
addition to the Gardens. The original can be seen near 
the entrance.

Deadline for next newsletter: 18th of month.  Email: newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz.
The Mt Victoria Newsletter has been an independent publication for over 35 years. Supported by its sponsors, 
advertisers, and volunteers, it is not affiliated with the Mt Victoria Residents Association, New Crossways, or 
www.mtvictoria.org.nz. 
If you’d like to volunteer to help with writing, editing, and/or distributing the Newsletter please contact us. Our 
website is at www.mtvicnews.org.nz; you can find current and back issues there.      
      Harriet Margolis & Patrick McCombs, editors  
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Honest to goodness, made from scratch, 

completely delicious ice-cream 
!

!


