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Plimmer House is being used 
Some of you who read the notices about community 
groups* that we run each month on page 2 will have 
seen that the Charles Plimmer House is available for 
hire. 

The Plimmer House is located in the Town Belt off the 
top of Majoribanks St and to the right. If you’ve been 
walking up there, you may have seen it as part of Mt 
Victoria’s Innermost Community Gardens.  

The House has been cleaned up and painted recently, 
and it’s being used more frequently and by different 
sorts of groups. 

One cheerful activity there is dance classes for littlies, 
as the photo of preschoolers below shows. 

 

Debbie Groves has been running her dance classes 
there for a while, with the last term of the year about to 
start. (For further information, check her website: 
www.db4dance.co.nz.) 

She reports that children and parents both enjoy 
walking through the gardens to reach the house for 
their Saturday morning classes.  

That’s easy to understand, because the gardeners have 
been working hard. There are little areas set off for 
different sorts of flowers and vegetables, with odd 
sculptures placed around to entice visitors to look 
more closely. 

As for the house, Debbie says, “The wooden floor is 
such a bonus for the dance classes.”  

The children also enjoy being able to look out πthe 
windows while they practice, often responding 
imaginatively to what they see. “I think we have seen 
Dora the Explorer a few times! Next term watch out for 
Christmas fairies.” 

The venue—and Debbie’s enthusiasm—seem to have 
inspired parents as well. They don’t just come along 
with their children. “Often parents, both mums and 
dads, will step up and help their children through the 
tricky manoeuvres, waltzing, and skipping, and 
generally being part of their child’s dance experience.” 

On a less happy note, Mt Victorians have been on 
Neighbourly recently to complain about noise from 
loud music at Plimmer House during weekend parties. 
“I chose to live here by the green belt for the quiet!” 
says one person. Another agrees. 

Perhaps it will take some Christmas fairies to keep 
everybody happy. 

Meanwhile, if you read the Wellingtonian or Scoop, 
you’ll know that protection for the Town Belt, in the 
form of a bill moved by our Wellington Central MP, 
Grant Robertson, on behalf of Wellington City Council, 
has made it forward to committee review.  

This legislation is meant to strengthen protection for 
the Town Belt, of which the Innermost Gardens and 
Plimmer House are a part. 

 
*If you are involved in a group that isn’t listed, let us 
know about your activities and we’ll include them. 

  
Rugby World Cup Breakfast  

Fundraiser for Crossways Creche 
New Crossways Community Rooms  

6a Roxburgh St 

Join us for the games, get a cooked breakfast, and 
support the Crossways Creche. 

$25 per ticket (per game) 

for pre-bookings/ticket info, contact 
crossways@crossways.org.nz  

or    021 765 525 
 

Game dates (all Saturdays): 
NZ vs TONGA                10 Oct    8am 
QUARTERFINAL               17 Oct   8am 
SEMIFINAL                     24 Oct    4am 
FINAL                            31 Oct    4am 

Wellington East Girls College 
90th reunion, 23-24 October 

Labour Weekend 
Email oncewereeasters@wegc.school.nz 



2  
 

Community Events  
Transition Towns: Tues, 6 Oct, 7:30pm, New 
Crossways, 6 Roxburgh St. All welcome. 

We will view the 98-minute film Switch (2012), an 
educational documentary on the current energy crisis. 
The documentary surveys the world’s range of current 
energy production from diverse sources—solar, 
nuclear, coal, geothermal, wind, biofuels, oil—and 
looks at how many people they can supply if the 
average person consumes 20,000 Kwh/year. 
For more information, contact Frank Cook: 027 649 
6508. 

Innermost Gardens:  
The Mt Victoria Community Garden and the Charles 
Plimmer House are located on the greenbelt to the 
right off the top of Majoribanks St.  

All welcome. www.innermostgardens.org.nz.  
Compost bins available at the Gardens are only for 
household vegetable scraps. Please cover fresh waste 
with the coffee husks from the adjacent black bin. 
Gardening Sundays:  
1st & 3rd of each month, 11am-2pm. 

Hiring Plimmer House/Innermost Gardens:  
$15/hour, $50/4 hours; we can be flexible. Contact 
Margaret or Ian (iandmgarrett@gmail.com).  

Scottish Country Dancing: 
St Marks Community Hall, Dufferin St, Basin Reserve. 
All welcome. 
Wednesdays at 7.30pm. Beginners welcome; qualified 
tutor. For further info, call Elaine: 389-3597.  

Mt Victoria Toastmasters Club 

We meet every Tuesday fortnight, 7:30pm.  
New Crossways, 6 Roxburgh St.  

Improve your public speaking and leadership skills. 
Join the Mt Victoria Toastmasters Club. 

For more information, email 
mountvictoria@toastmasters.org.nz, visit 
www.mtvictoastmasters.org.nz, or drop in at the next 
meeting. Guests always welcome! 

Mt Victoria Historical Society  
Mt Victoria Historical Society offers a range of events, 
guided walks, and a quarterly newsletter packed full of 
interest. For information or to join, send a message to 
jonewman@xtra.co.nz or visit the website at 
www.MtVictoria.history.org.nz.  

Crossways Community Crèche  
Crossways Community Crèche is a parent-run early 
learning centre at 61 Majoribanks St for children aged 
1-5.  We have an excellent child-to-teacher ratio: 18 
children/session, 3 qualified teachers, and up to 2 
volunteers. Sessions: 8:30am-1:15pm, Mon-Fri. Contact 
enrolments@crosswayscreche.org.nz; 04 384 8201. 

Unclassified Advertisements 

Free 3-line ads to newsletter@mtvictoria.org.nz by 20th 
of preceding month. Include an expiry date for editor 
& readers. Mt Victoria connection, please. 

• Pet sitter available: Qualified Vet Nurse can look 
after ALL your furry friends. Call 027 3384 134 or 
email nicoledoriguzzi@hotmail.com. 

• House wanted: Cash buyer looking for 2-3 bdrm 
house in Mt Vic with garage or off-street parking. Call 
0272472477. 

• Drum tuition: International musician has studio on 
College St. All styles, levels, techniques. Visit 
www.tomscrase.com or call 027 227 0070. 

• Help, pls! Small family needs 2bdrm flat/home with 
own garden. Call 0277334413 or 3836951. 

• Selling? Don’t want to pay agent's fees or have 
inconvenient open homes; need flexible settlement 
arrangements? Call Bronwen: 027 686-4260. 

• House wanted to rent for 1+ years from Feb 2016. 
4-bdrm, pref w garage. Call Julia 0274 830 100. 

• Babysitter: Experienced Nanny (mid 20s) available 
evngs/wknd. Lev 2 First Aid cert. Please call Alice on 
0273780374 or email aliceburdenuk@gmail.com. 

• Babysitter: Experienced; have first aid training; Year 
11 WEGC student. Contact Niamh Murphy: 
0212396929. 

• Babysitter: reliable teenager; any night of the week. 
Call Milly on 04 3856423. 

• Rhubarb plants wanted. Ph 385 1415 
• Garage to rent: secure, dry garage in Mt Victoria to 

rent. $40 pw. Ph/text 021 0701 860. 
• Feldenkrais classes at Crossways, Mon, 6-7pm. 

Improve posture and flexibility. Call 0274667123. 
• Pilates, Yoga & Zumba @ New Crossways! Contact 

Marita: 0223439258, info@soulmarita.com, 
www.soulmarita.com. 

Websites: Neighbourly for Mt Vic 
Last month we described Neighbourly, an important 
new community-oriented website to be found at 
www.neighbourly.co.nz. Kay Jones has set up a group 
page called “Mt Victoria Community” there: 
https://www.neighbourly.co.nz/group/mt-victoria-
community. 

Kay has been posting about happenings in the 
neighbourhood, including useful details such as 
websites and phone numbers to get help for problems 
that have come up. 

Recently, for example, she noted a power outage in 
one of Mt Vic’s apartment blocks. It could be helpful to 
know that other people share the problem, as when 
landline phone service was out for some of us last 
month. An individual who contacted the service 
provider for help had to wait several days for an 
appointment with a technician. Only then, apparently, 
did the provider realize that more than one household 
was affected.

New control room for Mt Victoria Tunnel   
A small building is being constructed on NZTA land in upper Paterson St to contain controls for the new technology 
being installed in Mt Victoria Tunnel.  
The technology will bring the tunnel up to 21st century standards. It includes emergency response features such as 
infrared thermal imaging cameras that can “see” through smoke and sunstrike. These cameras will be a first for New 
Zealand state highway tunnels and will be trialed with a view to wider use. 
The building – known as a “plant control room” – will be about the size of a large garage. It will bring the number of 
control rooms for the tunnel to four, the others being at the Basin and Hataitai portals and in the central north wall of 
the tunnel. 
Briefings and project newsletters: To keep up to date with the project, please register with info@memorialpark.co.nz. 
The next community briefing will be in November, date to be advised. 

Newsletter delivery help wanted. Pirie St area. Ph 384 1415 
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Councillor Nicola Young 
Street lighting seems to be quite an issue around Wellington, with intermittent pockets of darkness; this is obviously a 
public safety issue, especially on secluded walkways. Residents of McFarlane St contacted me recently, when their 
lights had been out for 3 weeks and nothing much seemed to be happening. It turned out there had been a 
communications glitch between the Council and Wellington Electricity which, once identified, didn’t take too long to 
sort. I’ve had reports from several areas in Lambton, including my own street, in Te Aro. 
I encourage everyone with a smart phone to load up the Council’s Fixit app, which makes it easy to report problems 
(just Google ‘Wellington fixit app’) but sometimes it’s more effective to contact a councillor – so do get in touch. 

Other issues can be more complex. Residents of Lawson Pl (off Majoribanks St) would like the paving completed on the 
well-used grass track down to Elizabeth St, because it’s treacherous after rainfall. Last year a woman carrying a baby on 
her back, slipped on the steep grassy track; fortunately, neither of them was hurt. Local residents have planted lots of 
shrubs and plants to make the track more attractive, but Council hasn’t the funds to pave the path in this financial 
year. I will continue to pursue this issue. 
My first Lambton newsletter should be arriving in your letter box shortly; I’m interested in your feedback, so please 
take my short online survey http://bit.ly/Lambton2015.  

Nicola  nicola.young@wcc.govt.nz T: 021 654 844 

Editor’s note: Nicola’s campaign to save the Kate Sheppard pedestrian lights and to expand the idea around town has 
been successful (keepkate.nz). If Mt Victoria replaced the ordinary green men on our few pedestrian lights, what 
outstanding figures should we put in their place? 
 

Council’s ePlan reveals all 
Wellington City Council has developed an impressive 
window into the town planning rules that apply to your 
property. The new website, 
http://eplan.wellington.govt.nz, brings together all of 
the policies, rules, and standards scattered in the 
different sections of the District Plan that were 
previously difficult find when you were looking to buy a 
house, add on to your place, or were concerned about 
what your neighbour might be planning.  

The website can be searched from a street address or 
by browsing a map. For a residential property you can 
see all the rules covering building heights; back yards, 
front yards, and side yards; the maximum site coverage 
allowed; working from home; and erecting permanent 
or temporary signs. There are rules about the removal 
of architectural features from pre-1930 buildings, 
excavations and earthworks, noise, in-fill housing, and 
off-street parking. You can also easily check on the 
rules that apply to educational or church properties, or 
to parks and reserves.  

You can read what you would need to include in a 
resource consent application, and whether it would 
need to be publically notified.  

In addition to the rules affecting specific properties, 
the website gives access to the objectives and policies 
that underlie the district plan. They are surprisingly 
readable and full of common sense; they provide an 
interesting background to the development of the city, 
and present a vision of its future.  

 

Rates rebate available to homeowners 
Ratepayers living on modest incomes can claim a 
rebate from the City Council. The maximum rebate is 
$610, reduced on a formula depending on your rates 
and the household income. Call the Rates Office at 
the Council for an application form (499 4444). Claims 
for the current rates year are based on your income to 
31 March 2015. 

To the editor: 
With reference to the article ‘Save the Basin Campaign 
Delighted by High Court Decision’ in the September 
Newsletter - could the Save the Basin Campaign 
please advise what they consider as the ‘modern, 
sustainable transport options that are appropriate for 
a modern capital city’ in relation to the Basin Reserve 
traffic issues? 

While I congratulate the Campaign for their success in 
opposing the ugly, unnecessary, outdated, and 
inappropriate flyover, I have yet to see their practical 
and economically sound solution to the continuing 
traffic issues around the Basin Reserve, especially the 
traffic from the Eastern Suburbs. 
Dave Jones, current Mt Victoria resident  
(formerly an Eastern Suburbs resident) 

Coming up this November 
Get ready for a repeat of the highly successful 
community Fawkes Food Fair, happening Saturday,  
7 November, Clyde Quay School, 5-8pm. Pop down to 
the school for a delicious assortment of international 
flavours, including Indian, Malaysian, and Sri Lankan 
curries, Chinese Dumplings, Pulled Pork Rolls, Mexican 
Nachos, French Crepes, Russian Blinis, Greek 
Bourekakia, Thai Prawns, international salads, and 
more. On the stage will be a variety of international 
acts, so bring family and friends along for this annual 
school fundraiser. Continue on down to the 
harbourfront afterwards to enjoy the Guy Fawkes 
Fireworks display. There will be Eftpos available at the 
school and the food will be served, wind, rain or shine. 
Mark it in your diary now and make it to this great 
community event!  Saturday 7 November 5pm 

Kudos to Mt Victoria authors 
Congratulations to Jane Tolerton, Simon Nathan, and 
Harriet Margolis, on their new books. Jane’s Ettie Rout: 
New Zealand’s Safer Sex Pioneer and Simon’s James 
Hector: Explorer, Scientist, Leader are biographies. 
Harriet’s Shooting Women: Behind the Camera, Around 
the World, features several NZ camerawomen. 
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Want to advertise here?  Contact MtVicNewsletter@gmail.com 


